
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT DODGE - A 
wedding is an event 
celebrating the joining of 
two people in the cre-
ation of a family, but for 
one former Fort Madison 
resident, it may just have 
been the event to bring a 
family back together.

Kristine Darrow, of 
Kirksville, Mo., was 
raised in Fort Madison 
from about 2nd grade 
on, graduating from Fort 
Madison High School in 
1989 and then staying 
in the community for 
another 25 years. She 
was raised by her mother 
and step-father, Janice 
and Elvis Shanks. As for 
her biological father, the 
story was scarred - and 
distant.

“I remember it wasn’t 
very nice, a lot of time 
spent sitting in the 
corner afraid,” Darrow 
remembers.

“Last time I remem-
ber seeing him I think I 
was five. My mom met 
another guy and I never 
heard from my dad, no 
child support, no cards, 
he basically was out of 
my life.”

Darrow said her moth-

er and her biological 
father were married for 
eight years. She said she 
recalls some mean things 
that her father had done 
to her mom and heard 

some stories - slashing of 
tires, sand in gas tanks 
those kinds of things. 
But her mother, who 
she described as “not a 
very open person” didn’t 

share a lot about what 
was going on in her rela-
tionships other than she 
got remarried to Elvis.

In March 2017, Janice 
passed away and Darrow 
was reading some social 
media posts with condo-
lences on her mother’s 
death, she found one in 
particular that made her 
stop, and potentially has 
changed her life forever.

“Sorry for the loss of 
your mom. My name is 
Lexi Dickes, I’m actually 
your half-sister. Gerald is 
your dad correct? Well, 
I’m his daughter” - the 
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In loss of a mother... 
    she finds a family

“The last time I remember seeing 
him I think I was like five. My mom 
met another guy and I never heard 
from my dad - no child support, no 
cards - he was basically out of my 

life”
 -Kristine Darrow

reunited with father after 40 years

Former Fort Madison resident of more than 40 years, Kristine (Dick-
es) Darrow was reunited Saturday with her biological father after 40 
years, as well as two-half sisters and a half-brother she didn’t know 
she had.

Coutesy photos

FM may host active shooter training

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
training program is being 
offered locally to help 

people in the event of an 
active shooter situation.

The Program, called 
ALICE an acronym that 
stands for Alert, Lock-
down, Inform, Counter, 
Evacuate, is put on by the 

Alice Training Institute 
and will be held at the 
Iowa State Penitentiary in 
October.

Chief Deputy Will Con-
lee, with the Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Department, said 
the program is for anyone 
associated with any group, 
facility, business or orga-

nization in the area that 
wants to take the course.

“This is an instructor 
course, so once you go 
through this two-day 
training session you can go 
back to your high school 
or hospital or business 
and you could teach your 
employees what you’ve 

learned. It preps you and 
gives you a plan for an 
active shooter situation,” 
he said.

It’s the first time the 
sheriff ’s department has 
partnered with the insti-
tute, but it’s more the type 
of programming that the 

See TRAINING, page 2See FATHER, page 10

ISP, Sheriff’s dept. offer local 
training for area groups

See ALICE, page 2

Sears 
under new 
ownership

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
trend is underway of 
family’s taking over family 
businesses. Vinnie’s Long-
branch was just sold to 
family members. Amigos 
was bought last week by 
descendants of the origi-
nal owners and now Sears 
Hometown in the Main 
Street District has been 
sold to family members of 
Dave and Billie Mosher.

Kerry Snyder and his 
wife, Tina, purchased the 
business on Aug. 16. Kerry 
is Billie’s nephew.

The couple also own the 
Sears Hometown Store 
on Main Street in Keokuk 
which they also purchased 
from his aunt. They have 
been looking at acquiring 
the business since March 
but were negotiating the 
lease with the current 
building owners, Barker 
Financial of Iowa City.

The building was 
originally owned by the 
Moshers and then it was 
sold to the Frantz brothers 
when they were looking 
at refurbishing the Sears 
building, along with the 
old Lee County Bank and 
the Cattermole Library 
buildings, which was 
subsequently taken over by 
Barker Financial.

Snyder said that, for 
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Let Griffin’s Help Send Your Student Off Safe & Sound

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com
5% of every invoice, sales tax 

excluded, will be added to your 
Griffin Gratitude Card to use for 
future services up to 50% Off! 
Plus receive $25 for every new 
customer you refer to Griffins! 

Join Griffins Gratitude Rewards Program!
Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL 
INSPECTIONS!  

Receive up to

$60 
Pre-Paid Visa Card

On a qualifying 
purchase of brake pads
Now through September 30th, 2017

Click Here 
for more details or to 

schedule your 
appointment online!

Mention these coupons at time of service!

 Like us on Facebook!

OBITUARIES

Sister Mary Dingman, 97 years, of St. Paul, Iowa 
died at 1:15 am Saturday August 26, 2017 at her 
home.  She was born November 26, 1919 in St. Paul, 
Iowa, a daughter of Theodore and Angela (Witte) 

Dingman.
She entered the School Sisters of St. 

Francis in 1945. She earned a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from Alverno College 
and a Master of Arts Degree in Reli-
gious Studies from Marquette Univer-
sity. In the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 
she served in St. Joseph Center in 

Milwaukee as novice assistant mistress, postulan-
cy assistant mistress, and novitiate mistress for 20 
years.  In 1968 - 1970, in the Diocese of Davenport, 
Iowa, she taught religion at Aquinas High School in 
Fort Madison.  In the Archdiocese of Omaha, she 
was provincial coordinator and formation director 
for the School Sisters of St. Francis Our Lady of the 
Angels Provincial House in Omaha for 6 years.  In 
the Diocese of Des Moines, Iowa, she was retreat and 
spiritual director for the Emmaus community in Des 
Moines for 20 years. In 2005, she moved back to her 

home community in St. Paul.  She was a member of 
St. James the Less Catholic Church, St. Paul.

She is survived by her sister, Louise Dingman, of 
St. Paul; several nieces and nephews: Joan (Larry) 
Steffensmeier, Joseph T. Bentler, Mary Ellen (Steve) 
Wagenecht, Mark (Cathy) Bentler, Linda Butler, 
and Connie Sickels; great nieces and nephews, and 
friends.  She was preceded in death by her parents, 
three brothers: Mark Dingman, Bishop Maurice 
Dingman, and Adrian Dingman; one sister, Catherine 
Bentler; one nephew, Steve Dingman; and one niece, 
Elizabeth Ann Bentler.

Local services include a time for the family to greet 
friends from 9:30 - 10:30 am Saturday, September 2, 
2017 at St. James the Less Catholic Church, St. Paul.  
A memorial Mass will follow and begin at 10:30 am 
Saturday, September 2, 2017 at the church with Rev-
erend Bruce DeRammelaere as Celebrant.  Visitation, 
Mass, and burial will be held in Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin on Friday, September 1, 2017.  Barr-Holtkamp 
Funeral Home is in charge of the local arrangements.

A memorial has been established for the School 
Sisters of St. Francis.

SISTER MARY DINGMAN

DINGMAN

BY PCC STAFF

WEST BURLINGTON  – Life Is Your Art: Create 
Peace in Your Masterpiece, an informational series 
hosted by Great River Hospice, continues Thursday, 
Sept. 14. Great River Hospice staff will help participants 
complete advance directives from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Art 
Center of Burlington, 301 Jefferson St., Burlington.

“The goal of this series is to give people the tools they 
need to start making end-of-life plans, creating peace 
of mind for themselves and their families,” said Chris 
Oleson, director, Great River Hospice. Participants will 
listen to a short presentation, take a walk to the “Before 
I Die...” mural, enjoy light refreshments and have the 
opportunity to ask questions.

The free informational series is scheduled the second 
Thursday of the month through October. The final ses-
sion will cover the topic of organ donation.

Great River Hospice 
offers classes for 

advanced planning

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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For the Record/Lottery Numbers

 8/28
1 5 6 47 48

Lucky Ball: 17

8/28 MID-DAY
 2 4 9 

8/28 EVENING
 4 9 4 

8/28 MID-DAY
 1 5 2 3 

8/28 EVENING
1 4 0 5 

IOWA LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS

The Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

THE BEST THING ABOUT 

IS MAKING THEM.

Everyone has the right to spend their 
final months free of physical, emo�onal 
and spiritual pain. Great River Hospice 
provides comfort, care and compassion 
allowing families to spend more �me 
together making memories.

Phone: 319-768-3350  Toll-free: 877-404-4766
www.greatriverhospice.org

Summer may be over
 but there’s still a lot of 
great activities for all 

ages at the 
Fort Madison 

Public Library! 
Check out our 
September 

Calendar of Events 
online by clicking this ad 
or call 319-372-5721 for 

more information.  

1920 Avenue E | Fort Madison, IA 52627

 

Connect to our Catalog from your 
iPhone or Android device, 

visit our website to learn how!
820 Ave. G    Ft. Madison, Ia

877-875-6500
Open: Tues thru Sat 9am to 6pm

www.dollhousedreams.com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Hand Scooped Ice Cream
Old Fashioned Fountain Drinks

Panini’s • Kids Meals 
Homemade Desserts 

& Coffees

Under New Management

Build A Bear

Shop Online at www.dollhousedreams.com

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police report

08/25/17 - 8:23 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2300 block of Avenue L.
08/25/17 - 10:42 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
1500 block of 18th Street.
08/25/17 - 11:00 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited and 
released Robert Dean Han-
cock II, in the 3400 block of 
Avenue G for not having valid 
vaccinations for his dog.
08/25/17 - 2:19 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 900 block of Avenue H.
08/25/17 - 2:21 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1000 block of Avenue D.
08/25/17 - 2:47 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Lisa 
Maria Johnson, 29, of Fort 
Madison, in the 800 block of 
Avenue G, on a charge of pro-

bation violation. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
08/25/17 - 8:57 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Travis 
Lee Blint, 33, of Fort Madison in 
the 1100 block of Avenue G, on 
a charge of driving while barred 
- habitual offender. He was re-
leased on a promise to appear.
08/25/17 - 10:14 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Jesse 
Winslow McGee, Jr., of Revere, 
Mo., at 35th Street and Avenue 
O, on a warrant for violation of 
a no contact order. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail and held.
08/26/17 - 12:19 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 200 block of Avenue G.
08/26/17 - 12:34 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1100 block of 48th Street.
08/26/17 - 5:28 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 800 block of Avenue G.
08/26/17 - 9:38 p.m. - Fort 

Madison police arrested Robert 
Joseph Varner, 47 of Fort 
Madison at 48th Street and 
Avenue A, for driving while 
suspended. He was released 
on a promise to appear.
08/27/17 - 7:30 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Brooke Peterman, 38 of Fort 
Madison in the 400 block of 
Seventh Street, on a warrant 
for possession of metham-
phetamines. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/27/17 - 12:50 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Ronda Elaine Swearingen, 
54, of Fort Madison at the Fort 
Madison Police Department 
on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. She was released 
on her own recognizance.
08/27/17 - 3:38 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 3000 block of Avenue K.
08/27/17 - 5:55 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a personal 

injury accident in the 2100 
block of 330th Avenue.
08/27/17 - 7:17 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1400 block of Avenue G.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

08/25/17 - 6:39 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jeremy James Davolt, 
27, of Keokuk in Farming-
ton, on a warrant for failure 
to appear. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
08/27/17 - 1:44 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 103 when a 
vehicle driven by Julia Lynn 
Blakeman, 18 of Fort Madison, 
lost traction on the wet pave-
ment. Blakeman tried to correct 
but spun out of control strking 
a utility pole. Blakeman was 
transported to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital for injuries.
08/27/17 - 2:34 p.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies cited 
and released Geoffrey Lee 
Francis, 28, of Keokuk, at the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office  
on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated. He was released 
on a promise to appear.
08/27/17 - 5:59 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
motorcycle accident in the 
3300 block of Hwy. 61 when 
a motorcycle driving my Mark 
Myers of 42 of Donnellson lost 
control after hitting a wet lane 
stripe changing lanes head-
ed southbound. Myers was 
ejected from the motorcycle 
and landed 100 feet from the 
accident. He was transported 
to Fort Madison Community 
Hospital and then airlifted to 
the University of Iowa Hospitals 
and Clinics with serious injuries.
08/27/17 - 7:19 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Quinton James Leo 
Banes, 26, of Keokuk in the 
3200 block of 212th Avenue, on 

a charge of interference with 
official acts. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/27/17 - 8:19 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrest-
ed Quinton James Leo Banes, 
was arrested in the 3200 block 
of 212th Avenue., on charges of 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia, no proof of financial liability, 
Failure to have a valid driver’s 
license and operation without 
a registration. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue report

08/25/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to six medical calls
08/26/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to four 
medicals and one lift assist
08/27/17- Fort Madison 
firefighters respond-
ed to three medical and 
one burn complaint.

http://www.greatrivermedical.org/hospice
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com/index.aspx?nid=269
http://www.dollhousedreams.com/
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Tri-State Rodeo Grand Champions

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

Welcome 
Tri-State

Rodeo
Fans!

Please help Great River Regional Waste 
Authority keep Fort Madison clean and 

safe during your visit. Trash and 
Recycling bins have been placed in 

multiple locations throughout the Rodeo 
grounds for your convenience. 

We encourage you to properly dispose 
of your trash and recyle any materials 

that can be recycled. 

Thank you, 
Your friends across the street!

The most important 
Back To School supply: 

CLEAR VISION

Schedule your appointment today!

319-372-2321
716 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, IA

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. 
3rd Generation Optometrist

www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
      Like us on Facebook!

OUR SERVICES
• Glaucoma Diagnosis  • Eye Injury Treatment
• Cataract Diagnosis   • Family Eye Care
• Contact Lenses   • Frames & Lenses 
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis  • Pediatric Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment   • Macular Degeneration
• Eye Allergy Treatment    Diagnosis
• Eye Infection Treatment  

and so much more!

Back to School Eye Exam Specials 
going on now through September 29th!

Complete Eye Care Packages 
starting at

includes:
Select Frames & 

Scratch Resistant Lenses 
*See optician for details

Specializing in
Family Eye Care
and Treatment.

$93.00

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
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Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
welcomes you to visit any 

one of our Branch Locations 
or ATM’s during your stay. 
Visit our website for a list of our locations

Pilot Grove • Houghton • Donnellson • West Point • Mt. Pleasant
Packwood • Winfield • Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Fairfield

Toll Free: 800.283.2265

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Pilot Grove Savings Bank welcomes our customers, 
friends and neighbors to the Tri-State Rodeo. 

We hope to see you there!

A Quaint Fall Foliage 

Tour Includes:
• Deluxe roundtrip motorcoach 
   transportation
• An on-board friendly host
• Hotel accommodations for 13 nights
• 25 included meals
• The Ark Encounter Admission
• Smoky Mountain Opry/Music Mansion 
   Theatre Performance
• Birthplace of Country Music Museum
• The Barter Theatre Performance
• Skyline Drive through Shenandoah    
   National Park
• Mimslynn Inn visit for lunch
• The Amish Total Experience Tour
• Plain & Fancy Farm lunch visit
• Norman Rockwell Museum 
• Yankee Candle Village
• Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Factory Tour
• Free time in Stowe, VT
• The Trapp Family Lodge Tour
• Shelburne Vineyard Tour & Tasting
• Cooking Demonstration by Chef Robert
• Vermont Marble Museum
• Vermont Country Store visit
• Hildene self-guided tour
• Franconian Notch State Park
• Cannon Mountain Aerial Tramway Ride
• “Animals with Bad Reputations” at 
   Squam Lake Natural Encounters
• Hicks Orchard
• Lake George, islands of the Narrows Cruise
• Dinner & Show at the Lake Theater
• Niagara Falls / Maid of the Mist Cruise
• Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino
• Cleveland West Side Market 
• Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
• Greenfield Village Admission & Tour
• Eagle Tavern Lunch
• Rouge Ford Factory Tour

OCTOBER 5-18
$3,125 pp double

$3,725 single

Join us and head east for 14 days of beautiful fall views! We’ll venture 
across 14 states, and this tour will definitely hit some points on your 

bucket list! This trip is jam packed with such a variety of fun things to 
do that there’s definitely  something for EVERYONE!

319.753.2864 x162 
trailwaystravel.com

14 STATES. 14 DAYS. ENDLESS VIEWS.

When Every Second Counts...

You Count On Lee County Bank!

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.22432501 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2218

504 Avenue D
West Point, IA 52656

(319) 837-6262

You’ll Thank A Bank Like Us...

www.leecountybank.com

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/
http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tour/A-Quaint-Fall-Foliage-Tour-2017
http://www.leecountybank.com
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Get Your rodeo on at 

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

 319-372-8966
Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm

Copper 
Magnetic 
Bracelets

Made in the USA!

www.quarrycreek.com facebook.com/quarrycreek

Sidewalk 
Sales 

September 4th thru September 9th 
20% to 75% OFF Select Merchandise 

Receive a FREE 

Rodeo Ticket for 

Thursday Night

with $50 purchase of 

Wrangler Products

Licensed Cinch® Dealer Get all your favorite 
Cinch Boots & Apparel at Quarry Creek! 

Premium Elk & Buffalo Summer Sausage, Steaks, Roasts, Burgers & More! 
High in protein, Low in fat, Great for diets! 

Now in stock! 
Women’s Ariat®  
Cruiser Shoes!

Carhartts® 20% Off Apparel (in-stock only) 

Liberty Safe Gives 
You Peace of Mind!

Cinch®, Justin® & Ariat® 
Boots Just Arrived! 
Over 2500 pairs in stock

 to choose from!

NEW 

Large 
Selection
 In Stock! 

Fort Madison, Iowa

Scotts Miracle-Gro 
is a proud 

Gold Level Sponsor of the
Tri-State Rodeo

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

• 24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge 
•  Best Price & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
Nauvoo, IL: 217-453-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: 
www.yourheatandairguy.com

 Like us on Facebook!

Our Crew
Welcomes 
You to the 

2017

Tri-State
Rodeo

At the Fort Madison Store! 

Kempker’s True Value 
Rewards Program! 

Join online for FREE!

Start 
SAVING

even more!

In town for the Tri-State Rodeo? 
Make a stop at Kempkers!

Fall Decor is Just Arriving! 
Check out our new Yard Statements 
Hang on your door OR display in your yard!

Sassafras Rugs • 1803 Candles

Lots of Newly Displayed Signs
& So Much More! 

Fort Madison Rodeo 
Garden Flags

1904 Avenue H • Fort Madison, Ia • 319.372.3515

New Name, Same Great Service!
See Kempkers True Value Rental for all your rental needs! 

DIY • Construction • Party & Event • Landscaping • & More 

http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.scotts.com
http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://kempkerstruevalue.com/
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Sports/Local news

Welcome Visiting Rodeo
 Fans & Competitors

The Fort Madison YMCA would 
like to make you as comfortbable

 as possible during your stay! 
We are open for showers! 

220 26th St
Fort Madison
319-372-2493

fortmadisony.org

Kick up your Boots & 
Enjoy the Rodeo!

We welcome you to stop by 
and say “Hi” during your 

visit to Ft. Madison! 

5025 River Valley Road
Fort Madison, IA. 52627

(319) 372-8611
www.sunnybrookftmadison.com

926 Avenue G      Fort Madison, Ia 52627      319.372.3991

You’re the One® we’re here for at MidWestOne.

 MidWestOne.com Member FDIC

See us for 
all of your 

banking needs.
  

Click this ad to 
visit us online!

FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com

Celebrating 40 Years in Business
Final Sales Going on Now at  The Avenue 

in Downtown Ft. Madison!

739 Avenue G
 Ft. Madison

(319) 372-2828
Monday - Saturday 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Free Gift Wrapping

Discover all your
favorite fragrances

at Under the Sun
Luminara®

Fragrance Diffusing Candle
10 Fragrance pods to choose from:

Woodwick®

Ultrasonic Aroma Diffuser
Many Fragrances 
To Choose From!

New 
Selection

New Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily!   Stop by Today! 

Honeycrisp Apple, Sea Mineral Salt, 
Warm Embers, Vanilla Sea Salt, 

White Tea, Island Gardenia, 
French Lavendar, Spiced Cinnamon, 

White Pine & Balsam, 
and Heirloom Pumpkin 

 BY PCC STAFF
CEDAR RAPIDS - Both 

FMHS boys and girls cross 
country teams compet-
ed in the 33rd annual 
Prairie Invitational at 
the Cedar Rapids Prairie 
High School Campus on 
Saturday.

The highest finisher 
for the Hounds girls was 
Brett Schneider who took 

8th place in the Orange 
varsity 5K heat with a time 
of 20:56. That was good 
enough for 14th place 
overall in the girls varsity 
competition.

Aaron Steffensmeier 
had the top finish for Fort 
Madison in the boy’s Or-
ange Varsity 5K heat with 
a time of 18:37, also in the 
Orange varsity 5K heat. 

Dayne Cordray was two 
places and three seconds 
behind Steffensmeier at 
18:40 good enough for 
23rd in the heat and 69th 
overall.

Other top finishers for 
the boys included Noah 
Sissel 19:06 (34th heat, 
95th overall), Miguel Trejo 
19:52 (50th, 120th), Owen 
Kruse 20:03 (55th, 126th), 
Elton Kruse 20:27 (61st, 
134th), Shakir McClellan 
(63rd, 138th). The boys 
team finished 8th in Or-

ange heat and 19th overall.
In the girls competition, 

Elizabeth Miller was sec-
ond for the Bloodhounds 
at 22:43 (29th, 63rd 
overall), Maddy McVey 
finished at 23:20 (34th, 
72nd), Ashlynn Haas 
24:14 (52nd, 107th), and 
Lauren King 25:10 (62nd, 
121st).

The girls team also 
finished in 8th place in 
the Orange 5k heat and in 
15th place overall in the 
girls varsity run.

Hounds runners take 8th at CR
Schneider, Steffensmeier lead 
the way for the Bloodhounds

Young Republicans 
to meet Sept. 2

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK - Regular meeting of the Lee County 

Young Republicans will be held September 2, 2017 at 
4:00pm at the Keokuk National Cemetery 18th and 
Carroll Streets Keokuk, Iowa 52632 Featuring a tour of 
the cemetery by local historian Terry Altheide. 

It will be followed by bowling at the Arrowhead 
Bowl 3535 Main Street in Keokuk. Des Moines County 
Young Republicans will be attending and all youth ages 
14-26 are welcome. 

For more info contact jordean@heartbeatdistribu-
tion.com.

http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.sunnybrookftmadison.com
http://www.midwestone.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
mailto:jordean@heartbeatdistribution.com
mailto:jordean@heartbeatdistribution.com
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Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

We hope you 
enjoy the 

2017 Tri-State 
Rodeo Festivities!

Welcome 
Tri-STaTe rodeo 

FanS

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
Every student. Every classroom. Every day...

www.holytrinityschools.org
Ft. Madison • West Point • St. Paul

Welcome 
all you 

Cowboys
& Cowgirls...

...We hope you 
enjoy the Rodeo! 

We are ready for the new school season.
 

ACT prep, Academic support, 
Culinary lessons, fun & great food!

Come visit us and check out our new kitchen.

807 Avenue G • Ft. Madison

319-250-9052

visit us www.tkef.org

The Fort Madison Kiwanis contributed $1,000 to the efforts of the Elliott Test Kitchen on Mon-
day. The Kiwanis have contributed $2,000 over the past two years to the test kitchen. Pictured 
are Kiwanis Treasurer Kevin Adams of Lee County Bank and Kumar Wickramasingha, founder 
and operator of the Test Kitchen that helps students work on academics including ACT prep, as 
well as learning to prepare meals.

Kiwanis donation Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Police De-

partment would like to remind residents about the 
Tri-State Rodeo Parade’s “No Parking” restrictions on 
Saturday morning, September 9, 2017.

On Saturday, all parking will be prohibited in the 
following areas beginning at 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
and these areas will have “No Parking” signs posted.

Avenue G from 27th Street to 2nd Street. This is the 
parade route and all parked cars in violation of the 
parking restriction will be towed at the expense of the 
owners.

The parade’s staging areas, which include Richards 
Drive to 30th Street and adjacent side streets.

North side of Avenue E from 15th Street to 2nd 
Street.

North side of Avenue F from 5th Street to 9th 
Street.

The Fort Madison Police Department would also 
like to remind motorists about the temporary four-
way stop intersections on Avenue E at 9th Street, 15th 
Street and 18th Streetbeginning Friday, September 1, 
2017. These intersections will return to two-way stop 
intersections on Monday, September 11, 2017.

Police remind city of 
parade parking rules

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.holytrinityschool.org
http://www.tkef.org
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
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DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

Burlington 
Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison 
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis 
Dental Care

319-394-3255

Burlington 
Dental Associates

319-753.2515

Show that beautiful smile!

New London 
Dental Care

319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

http://www.drmarkdds.com


Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition
Monday & Tuesday, September 4 & 5

due to the Labor Day holiday

Breaking news will continue to be published to our website
www.pencitycurrent.com
and through our social media channels as it happens.

The e-Edition will resume publication on 
Wednesday, September 6.

Please celebrate safely.

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)371.4125

message read.
Darrow said she remembers just looking at the mes-

sage and a numbness came over her. That message was 
sent on the April 11th and the two have been speaking 
regularly ever since.

Her half-sister Lexi was engaged and a wedding was 
set for this past weekend in Fort Dodge. The two stayed 
in contact and Lexi invited Darrow to the wedding and 
said her father, Gerald would be at the wedding. It would 
be the first time she had seen her biological father in over 
40 years.

“I didn’t even know if I could call him Dad, because 
Elvis has been my dad since I was in third grade.”

Lexi had planned for Darrow and her husband, Joe, 
and daughter Grace to sit in the second row behind the 
parents. Darrow said nothing was said by either her or 
her father during the ceremony. Even as Gerald, and his 
wife Kelly, walked down the aisle with his daughter no 
eye-contact was made. The whole ceremony took place 
and everyone moved to the reception where Darrow and 
her family found a table and sat. After about an hour 
they got up to go the food table. Darrow was planning 
on going around the tables, but Grace took them straight 

through the tables to the food and Darrow decided it was 
time to say, hello - in person.

“This was the time to just go up and give her a hug 
and let her know I was there,” Darrow said. “She saw me 
and came around the table and just hugged me and hung 
onto me. I thought the hug was over and went to pull 

back and when I did our eyes just locked and we kind of 
stared at each other. Then she just kept hugging me and 
we couldn’t believe this was happening.”

After a few minutes of time with each other, Lexi asked 
Darrow if she was ready to go over to her father.

“She took my hand and right there I started shaking. 
I was getting nervous because it had been more than 40 
years of no contact or anything. Joe was by my side and 
Grace was with me. We got up to his table and Lexi said, 
‘Dad, you need to turn around.’ At that first glare we just 
looked at each other and shook his head and he stood up 
and grabbed me and hugged me.

“He said, ‘Kristine?’, and I said, ‘Yes, this is me.” and 
he just kept a hold of me and rubbed my back and he 
started full on crying and kept saying, ‘I’m sorry, I’m 
sorry’. And I said there was no reason for apologies that 
we were here now - together.”

With the knowledge of basically more than doubling 
her family in a matter of months, Darrow said quickly 
started getting to know this other side of her family. Lexi 
has a sister Libby and a younger brother. It’s all so new 
that she didn’t even get his name.

Her biological father, who goes by Jerry, remarried to 
a woman named Kelly, who Kristine said she met about 
8 years ago, but didn’t develop any type of relationship or 
leave any contact information.

“I was always nervous going to Sioux City because I 
was afraid I would run in him. All the memories I had 
were bad. But about eight years ago mom and I were up 
there doing some shopping and went by one of those day 
old bread stores, like Burlington used to have. Mom said 
your step-mom works in there. I told her to turn around 
because I wanted to go in.”

She went into the store and meandered about like a 
customer until a woman came up and asked her if she 
could help her find anything.

“I’m actually here for something else. Are you married 
to Jerry Dickes? She said, ‘Yes’ and I told her I was his 
daughter and told her to tell him I’m doing fine and he 
has a granddaughter. and I left it that.”

Darrow said she never heard anything from Jerry or 
her step-mother and didn’t have any further contact with 
the family until her mother passed away and she got the 
message from Lexi.

Jerry told Darrow that he had kept tabs on her moth-
er and he knew she had been put into a nursing home 
before she died, but that’s really all he knew.

Darrow has a brother Kelly who lives in Sioux City and 

a brother Kevin, who lives in Aurora, Colorado. She said 
Kelly told her couldn’t believe she was still going to go to 
the wedding.

“It was absolutely awesome. That moment. I’m still 
getting comments from the family that they’d never seen 
their dad cry before and had never seen him that happy.”

During the reception Darrow was able to share a dance 
with her father at his request. She said the DJ came down 
to the dance floor and made an announcement that not 
only was their a wedding to celebrate, but said Lexi had 
just found out after 40 years that she has a half-sister and 
Jerry wanted to share the dance floor with Kristine.

“There was a lot of emotion on both sides,’ Darrow 
said. “Since April, Lexi and I have talked quite a lot and 
we’ll probably remain the closest out of everyone. Last 
week she asked me how I was feeling about all of this and 
I told her I was very nervous because I didn’t know how 
he was going to react.  But she said he was nervous too 
and couldn’t believe that I was still coming.”

Darrow said she shared a drink with Jerry during the 
reception at which point he asked if he could have her 
phone number.

“I gave him my phone number, but I didn’t ask him for 
his. Now the ball is in his court. Lexi and Libby and I will 
continue to talk. Maybe he’s gonna take the chance but 
at least, if I don’t hear from him in a month or so I can 
check with them.

“I’m still shocked this has all happened. It still amaz-
es me.”
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FATHER - Continued from Page 1

Family almost doubles after 
40-year absence

Kristine Darrow is photographed with her fa-
ther she hasn’t seen since she was eight.

Here Darrow is photographed with her half-sis-
ter Lexi who she only met months ago.

Fort Madison Fire & Rescue were called the scene of motor vehicle accident in the 400 block of 
Avenue G. The incident was initially ruled a hit-n-run but the law enforcement found the vehicle 
and the owners reportedly returned to the scene.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

OK
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#PCC today
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Options Available.

http://www.fortmadison.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017-Ladies-Golf-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
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http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators
All shifts available
$8.75+/Hr.
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st Shift
$10.00/Hr.

Hamilton, IL

Marketing
1st Shift

Pay Based on Experience
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st and 2nd Shift
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Fort Madison, IA

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Packer
All Shifts Available

$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.
Keokuk, IA

Sunshine Child Care 
is now hiring for a part 
time/full time position. 
We are looking for a fun, 
outgoing, energetic indi-
vidual who loves working 
with kids to join our team. 
Apply within at 210 8th St 
West Point or call 319-837-
6966 and talk to Stepha-
nie for more information.

Bus Drivers 
Needed

We are currently in need 
of bus drivers for athletic 
events and occasional day-
time trips. Pay is $16.00 an 
hour. Drivers will need to 
have all standard CDL licens-
ing requirements for driving 
a school bus. If interested, 
please contact John Goetz 
at the Jr./Sr. High - john.
goetz@holytrinityschools.
org or 319-372-2486 x2.

Now Hiring
1st Shift

Marketing Position
in Ft. Madison

Team Staffing Solu-
tions is now hiring for a 
1st shift Marketing posi-
tion in Fort Madison. Pay 
is based on experience.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

Of the WEEKHome

$435,000
Listing #20166968

15 15th Street
Fort Madison, Iowa

3 bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage
Splendor in the woods...with privacy...AND a view...AND an AMAZING home. Call 
today on this brick beauty perched atop a hill overlooking Ft. Madison with a view 
of the Mississippi RIver and almost 6 acres of ground (could have another home). 
Offered RE 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, a formal living and dining room, a large great 
room/kithcen/breakfast room combo and a study/den that is impeccably appoint-
ed with beautiful cherry cabinetry and bookshelves lining the walls. All of this with 
STUNNING hardwood floors (excpet living room and dining room). The chef ’s 
kitchen overlooks the open great room and offers all the bells and whistles. The large 
master has 2 large walkin closets, a separate dressing room, a glass shower and large 
whirlpool tub. Adjacent to this is the oversized laundry room (washer and dryer ne-
gotiable). The ammeneties are too many to list, but dont miss out on this beautiful 
home offering top-of-the-line features throughout, call your favortie realtor today!! 

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Downstairs, 2 bdrm in down-
town Fort Madison. Washer 
& dryer included, security 
cameras throughout prop-
erty, off-street parking. No 
smoking, $500 deposit, 
$800 rent- includes all util-
ities except cable/Internet. 
Call or text (319)371.7753.

RENTALS

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing 
companies has immediate openings for

highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS 
EVERY TUESDAY

9AM-3PM

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Helping you 

Call us or visit our website to find your perfect property.

find the perfect property
– it’s what we do.

610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
KLM REALTY

319-372-1919

Every Cowboy Needs A Home!

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953

Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125
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To Contact Us regarding 
this Job, Scan this QR 
Code. For best results, 
please have the 
Job Number and/or 
Project Manager name 
available.

You’re
worthless.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than 
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov

T:7”

T:4.875”

http://seia.rapmls.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.keepinglivesmoving.com
http://StopBullying.gov


now, the inventory and 
business plan at the store 
will remain the same, but 
he says future plans could 
include a change in format 
and possible expansion.

“At some point it’s going 
to change formats, but I 
don’t know when,” he said. 
“Part of it depends on the 
building and what goes on 
there. We’ve talked about 
expanding the building, 
but one of the biggest 
things is we don’t have a 
loading dock here and we 

have to off-load everything 
and put it on a delivery 
truck and then bring it 
in. I’ve shown the owners 
how we could put a dock 
in so they are looking into 
that.”

Sears has different for-
mats for their Hometown 
stores as well as corporate 
stores, like the Quincy 
location. He said formats 
include the Sears AAE 
stores which are what they 
have in Burlington and 
Keokuk. The AAE stands 

for America’s Appliance 
Experts.

“They’ve been doing 
some studies on other 
formats but they don’t 
have all the feedback on 
them yet,” Snyder said. 
“One would be more tools 
based. They would get rid 
of mattresses and exercise 
equipment and focus on 
the tools. And then at one 
point they were looking 
at more of a furniture 
format, but I don’t think 
they’re looking at that anymore.”

He said Sears kind of 
dictates what inventory 
each store carries, but 
that’s dependent on what 
the community has been 
purchasing. He said he 
brought in a 0-turn radius 
lawn mower in Keokuk 
because customers down 
there hadn’t seen one, so 
Sears let him bring that in.

The couple will be hold-
ing a grand re-opening on 
Oct. 20th and 21st with 
some drawings and special 
promotions from Sears.

Snyder said he’s looking 
forward to seeing what 
happens in the downtown 
with some new businesses 
opening and the poten-

tial for new streets and 
sidewalks in the next few 
years.

“I don’t know how the 
sewer work is going to 
affect us, but I hear they’re 
looking at doing that 
in the next two to three 
years. It sounds like it’s 
going to be torn up for 
quite a while. I don’t know 
where that sewer runs 
down that street.”

Snyder said he hopes 
the city does the work in 
phases so people can still 
get downtown. But he said 
the new business openings 
in downtown help bring 
people into the area for 
shopping and entertain-
ment and that’s a good 

thing.
He said his aunt has 

built a nice customer base, 
but there are still people 
who aren’t aware Sears is 
in Fort Madison.

“The good thing is that 
it’s been here so long that 
people know it’s here, but 
in the same breath people 
don’t know it’s here, too. 
I’ve had people tell me 
they didn’t know there was 
a Sears store down here.”

The business is located 
at 704 Avenue G and can 
be reached at 319-372-
0871. Hours are 9 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to  6 p.m. 
Saturday and 11 to 4 on 
Sunday.
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From the Front

Pizza
Beer & 
Wine

BRAD’S PAD
208 8th St. • West Point, Iowa

319-837-6332 • Open 7 Days A Week @ 11am
23 Specialty Pizza’s 

Including Our 
Famous 

Bonny’s Special
Create your own 

masterpiece!
Choose from 20 toppings 

& 3 crust options!

Appetizers • Soups • Salads
Sub Sandwiches • Cheeseburgers • 

BBQ Pork Sandwich • Chicken Sandwiches
Fish Patty • Hot Ham & Cheese

Tenderloin Sandwich 

CliCk Here to Join our FaCebook Family, 
CHeCk out our SpeCialS & View our menu! 

Dine-In, Carry Out & Delivery Available

Soft Serve Ice Cream  
8 Flavor Burst Flavors to Choose From!

Twisters • Shakes • Malts

Wever (Main Bank)
319.372.5141

3542 168th St. • Wever, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Burlington Branch
310752.6200

3131 Sunnyside Ave. • Burlington, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Denmark Branch
319.528.4222

106 Academy • Denmark, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Fri.

Built on Tradition, Trust, and Teamwork

Welcome Tri-State Rodeo Fans

We invite you to 
visit one of our 

3 locations
or check us out 

online:
www.fsbwever.com

Serving Southeast Iowa with over
150 Years of combined experience in 

residential, commercial and 
agriculture real estate! 

902 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, Ia 
319-372-4040

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

Build your favorite memories in the home of your dreams!

Welcome Back Tri-State Rodeo Fans!
Have A Great Time In Fort Madison!

1301 37th Street • Fort Madison, IA 52627
(319) 372-9145

www.larryholtkamp.com
Hours: 9 a.m. - Noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday through Friday

Insurance www.fbfs.com Investments

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC, University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266 877/890-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance 
Company, Western Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA Affiliates Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M093-ML BC (4-13)

Farm Bureau Financial ServiceS

New FM Sears owner, Kerry Snyder, works at the checkout area Mon-
day. Snyder and his wife, Tina, took ownership of the business effective 
Aug. 16 and are planning a grand re-opening for Oct. 20 and 21st.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Grand re-opening set for Oct. 20-21
TREE - Continued from Page 1

https://www.facebook.com/Brads-Pad-110561978964166/
http://www.fsbwever.com
http://seia.rapmls.com/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
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Fri., Sept. 8
PRCA

Rodeo Action
with

Smash Mouth
rocking the stage

Tri-State

rodeo
September 6-9, 2017

Fort Madison, IA

70th annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Wed., Sept. 6
CINCH Shootout

The best cowboys
in the country
competing for 
$120,000

in prize money

Sat., Sept. 9
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Jon Pardi
Award-winning country star

Thur., Sept. 7
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Cody Johnson
Country Artist

http://www.tristaterodeo.org
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From the Front/Weather

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?

WEST POINT CARE CENTER
319-837-6117 • 607 N. 6th St. • West Point, Ia

“Where Care is at the Heart of what we do!”

~ Long Term Nursing Care
~ Short Term Rehabilitation

~ Respite Care, Skilled Nursing
~ End of Life Care

~ On-site Therapy Room
~ High Staff to Resident Ratio
~ Individualized Care Plans

~ Daily Recreational Activities
~ Home Cooked Meals

~ Private & Semi-Private Rooms

Call to schedule a private tour 
and assessment today!

Members of the Iowa Health Care Association and American Health Care Association

When it comes time to retire your favorite boots let 
West Point Care Center help bring you comfort. 

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 29 Aug

Scattered Clouds
High– 74.9º F | Low – 66.3º F

WED 30 Aug

Partly Sunny
High – 78.7º F | Low – 69.0º F

THU 31 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
High – 67.4º F | Low – 59.6º F

FRI 01 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 73.4º F | Low – 57.1º F

SAT 02 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 73.5º F | Low – 53.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

24 Hour Towing Service 
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

(319) 372-6959
715 13th Street

Fort Madison, IA 52627 
www.rivercitymotorsplus.com

We Place People First
Welcome Cowboys & Cowgirls!

Team Staffing is proud to 
support the local 

Tri-State Area Rodeo!

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

sheriff ’s department wants to do.
“When (Lee County Sheriff) Stacy (Weber) took over, 

one of the things he wanted to do was bring training to 
us so we don’t have to travel all the time.”

The sheriff ’s department is co-hosting the program 
with the Iowa State Penitentiary and both agencies will 
be sending two officers to the training, but Conlee said 
the group needs to get about 20 more for the ALICE 
Institute to fly instructors up from Texas to teach the 
course.

The cost of the two-day program is $550, a cost Conlee 
says is minimal considering once the course is completed 

the person who went through the program will now be 
able to be an instructor for others in their organization.

“This is one of those things that’s always in the back 
of my mind as a cop,” Conlee said. “I have two kids in 
school and you always think about something horrible 
happening. I know what we’re going to do in that situ-
ation, but this is a chance for us to get people through 
training so they can take action as well,” he said.

The program will be held on Oct. 23 and 24. Conlee 
said the institute will stay in contact with the sheriff ’s 
department to see how many people are signed up for the 
course to determine if the interest level is high enough.

Sheriff wanted to bring in localized training
TREE - Continued from Page 1

Advertise your 
service business

90 days
Only $7499

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/West-Point-Care-Center/166849326660395
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	Pen City Masthead
	Lotteries
	For the Record
	DollHouse Dreams
	Megan's Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor
	Fort Madison Public LIbrary
	Great River Hospice
	Tri-State Rodeo Champion Sponsors
	Tri-State Rodeo Champion Sponsors
	Kempker's TrueValue Rental
	Your Heat & Air Guy
	Quarry Creek Elk & Bison Co.
	Scott's Miracle Grow Co.
	Sports
	Local News
	Fullenkamp Insurance Co.
	Under the Sun
	Fort Madison YMCA
	Sunnybrook Assisted Living and Memory Care
	MidWest One Bank
	Local News
	Elliott Test Kitchen
	The Kensington
	Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis and Associates Family Dentistry
	Local news
	Classifieds
	Classifieds
	Classifieds
	From the Front
	Farm Bureau Financial
	Brad's Pad Pizza Garden
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Farmers Savings Bank
	Tri-State Rodeo
	From the Front
	Weather
	River City Motors Plus
	Team Staffing
	West Point Care Center
	Lee County Health Department

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 
	Button 109: 
	Button 107: 
	Button 1014: 
	Button 1015: 
	Button 1018: 
	Button 1019: 
	Button 1020: 
	Button 1021: 


