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Kempkers expands with Huxley acquisition

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The 3rd generation of Kemp-
ker’s True Value & Rental put their mark on the family 
brand just before the holidays when they expanded the 
family business by one, with the addition of a location 
in Huxley, Iowa.

Jason and Dustin Kempker handled the purchase of 
the fifth location under the Kempker’s True Value & 

Rental brand with the purchase of Hardware Hank’s lo-
cation owned by the same couple for the past 33 years.

Huxley is a small, growing community of about 3,500 
people nestled between Ankeny and Ames just out-

side the Des Moines metroplex, but inside the Ames 
metropolitan area. It’s located on Hwy. 69 just west of 
Interstate 35.

“This was the first time where mom and dad kind 
of stepped back and let the Dustin and Jason do the 
work,” said Chuck Kempker owner and operator of 
Kempkers True Value & Rental, Inc. Chuck is a sec-
ond generation hardware man, learning from his dad, 
Bob Kempker who started the business in 1969 in Fort 
Madison.

Since that time, the Kempkers have acquired loca-
tions in Mt. Pleasant, Burlington, and Grimes, in addi-

Third generation handles 
purchaseof new location

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Because of Donald Kaul, I’m a columnist today. 
Donald Kaul was a columnist for the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune back in the sixties and seventies. I 
was an English Major at Iowa State University, living in 
a roach infested apartment on Lincoln Way in Campus 
Town. My roommates and I would start the day off by 
skipping class, nursing hangovers, drinking coffee at the 
L-Way Cafe and discussing Kaul’s column, “Over the 
Coffee.” I told them then, “I can do this.” They said, “Go 
ahead.”

So I did. I wrote my first weekly column in Windsor, 
Colorado in the late eighties, early nineties. It was in the 
Windsor Beacon and occasionally the Greeley Tribune 
and Ft. Collins Coloradoan. It was called, “True Story.”

When my family and I moved back to Iowa in the 
late nineties, I resurrected the column, this time called, 
“Empty Nest,” because our kids were off to college. At 
first Empty Nest was only in the Mt. Pleasant News but 
eventually coverage expanded to twenty Iowa newspa-
pers. The greatest compliment I have ever received is 
that I, “Write like Donald Kaul.”

Kyle Munson had a nice eulogy to Donald Kaul in the 
January 14th edition of the Des Moines Sunday Regis-

I owe it all...to 
Donald Kaul

See SWARM, page 10

Preliminary county budget $1.5M short
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - A short 
budget workshop on Friday 
resulted in some tough pro-
jections for the upcoming 
fiscal year budget.

According to Lee County 
Budget Director Cindy 
Renstrom, the county’s 
preliminary budget for 
fiscal year 2018-19 shows 
a shortfall of just over $1.5 

million. The county is 
projected to carry a general 
fund balance of close to 
$10 million at the end of 
the year, but current figures 
will have that carry over at 
just $7 million as presented. 
However the CPC Mental 
Health Services fund the 
county carries is being 
required by the state to be 
spent down, so that depart-
ment is showing a $1.5 mil-
lion shortfall for the spend 
down. The department is 

headed by Ryanne Wood.
Lee County Chairman 

Don Hunold told the board 
that was not the direction 
the county needed to go 
and all department heads 
needed to be at Tuesday’s 
workshop following the 
board’s regular meeting. 
He also outlined some 
possibilities for cutting the 
budget, but said the ideas 
were just discussion items 
and nothing he was ready 
to move forward on.

Some of the items 
Hunold suggested included 
a wage freeze for county 
employees, having em-
ployees pay more for their 
health coverage, having all 
county employees outside 
of the sheriff ’s department 
reduced to 35 hours per 
week, looking at increasing 
employee contributions to 
health insurance, a review 

See BUDGET, page 6

Variety 
Show
Aaron Copic, 
left, and 
Francisco 
Trejo, both 
seniors at Fort 
Madison High 
School, per-
form as part of 
a quartet at the 
annual FMHS 
Variety Show 
Sunday 
afternoon.

Photo by Chuck 
Vandenberg/PCC

See KEMPKER’S page 4
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 22 Jan

Moderate Rain
High – 49.9º F | Low – 36.8º F

TUE 23 Jan

Light Snow
High– 32.2º F | Low – 26.3º F

WED 24 Jan

Light Snow
High– 30.9º F | Low – 19.6º F

THU 25 Jan

Clear Skies
High – 30.4º F | Low – 29.0º F

FRI 26 Jan

Light Rain
High– 48.3º F | Low – 45.6º F

OpenWeatherMap

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com

OBITUARIES

CYNTHIA “CINDY” 
MARIE SMITH

Cynthia “Cindy” Marie Smith, 64, of Montrose, IA, died Saturday, January 20, 2018 
at River Hills Village in Keokuk.

She was born on December 12, 1953 in Keokuk, IA, the daughter of Wendell Phil-
lips and Irene Eck Smith.

Cindy graduated from Central Lee High School with the Class of 
1972. She received her Bachelor’s Degree from Iowa Wesleyan College 
in Mt. Pleasant, IA and her Master’s Degree from Western Illinois 
University in Macomb, IL.

She had been employed with the Marquette School District, Central 
Lee Schools and Keokuk Community Schools as a talented and gifted 
teacher for elementary and middle school students.

She was a member of the First Lutheran church in Keokuk. She was 
also a member of PEO, Delta Kappa Gamma and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

Cindy enjoyed knitting, shopping, cooking and working in her flower gardens. 
She also enjoyed researching genealogy and was very proud of her Swedish heritage. 
Cindy loved to take road trips and had traveled to all fifty states.

She is survived by her mother, Irene Smith of Montrose, two first cousins, Sandy 
Storment (Dick) and Cathye Wehr all of Oregon, and many other cousins, friends 
acquaintances and students.

She was preceded in death by her father and several aunts, uncles and cousins.
Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday at the First Lutheran 

Church in Keokuk with Reverend Rodney Underwood officiating. Burial will be in 
the Montrose Cemetery.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Tuesday at the Vigen Memorial Home in Ke-
okuk with the family meeting with friends from 6 – 8 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the First Lutheran Church in Keokuk or the Central 
Lee School Foundation.

On-line condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com

SMITH

SALLY V. WALKER
Sally V. Walker, 85, of Keokuk, IA died Sunday, January 21, 2018 at the Montebello 

Health Care Center in Hamilton, IL.
She was born on December 21, 1932 in Dubuque, IA, the daughter of Harold and 

Dorothy Schargits Sharp. Sally graduated from Ramona High School in Ramona, CA 
with the Class of 1950.

She first married John Tolmosoff and to this union five children were born, Shirley, 
Debbie, Larry, Lisa and Cindy. They later divorced. On December 22, 
1978, Sally was united in marriage to Dale Walker at First Christian 
Church in Kahoka, MO. He preceded her in death on April 15, 1999.

Sally enjoyed working crossword puzzles, playing cribbage, pinochle 
and spades. She also was a diehard scrabble player and Words with 
Friends player. She was an avid reader and especially enjoyed crime 
fiction novels. She really enjoyed being a homemaker and cooking and 
baking for her family. Sally was a loving mother and grandmother and 

her grandchildren were her pride and joy.
She is survived by three daughters, Debbie Henson of Keokuk, Lisa Tolmosoff of 

Keokuk and Cindy Snyder (Terry) of Hamilton, one son, Larry Tolmosoff of Ramo-
na, CA, two step-sons, Roger Walker and Alan Walker, four stepdaughters, Denise 
Bakkum, Gina Fox, Beth Niemi and LeAnn Hasness, numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, several step-grandchildren and step- great-grandchildren and 
many sisters and brothers.

Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by one daughter, Shirley Tolmosoff 
and one grandson, Mike Harvey.

A graveside service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Neeper Cemetery in 
rural Kahoka MO.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday from 10 am – 1 pm at the Vigen Memorial 
Home in Keokuk with family meeting with friends at that time.

SMITH

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 

www.drmarkdds.com

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

http://www.drmarkdds.com


4 - Pen City Current - Monday, January 22, 2018

From the Front/Scene Around Town

KEMPKER’S
Ft. Madison • Burlington • Mt. Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Going on 

 
thru January 

30th!

Click 
here for 

all coupons

Print 
or present 

via your 
mobile 
device

64-Qt. Storage Box
w/ Latching Lids 
See-through base. Latch acts as 
hinge. 
Choose clear, blue, pink or green.

Contains 4 large bags and 1
organizer tote. A space-saving 
way to store and protect 
bedding, clothes and linens.

Choose 30W/70W/100W or 
50W/100W/150W.

Rugged all-steel end cap con-
struction. Epoxy finish resists 
rust and solvents.

Contains 6 slotted and 4 Phillips 
screwdrivers.

3 outlets. Choose between 
brown or white.

6.49 ea.

16.99 1.99
YOUR 
CHOICE

7.99

9.992/$3
YOUR 
CHOICE

4.99

NOW

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

expires 1.30.18

Ziploc 5 pc. 
Organizer/
Tote Space 
Bag Pack

ZGE 3-Way 
Soft White 
Bulbs

15 inch
 Gadget Box

Stanley 10 
pc. Standard 
Screwdriver 
Set

Master 
Electrician 
6 ft., 16 / 
2 Indoor 
Extension 
Cords

Sterilite 
16 qt. Dual 
Spout Pail

tion to the newest Huxley 
acquisition. That location 
opened under the Kemp-
ker’s umbrella on Dec. 13.

“This is a smaller grow-
ing community and that 
business there was very 
well maintained by the 
family that owned it and 
the boys had been looking 
at for some time,” Kemp-
ker said. “We’ve never put 
reigns on the kids so we 
said if they wanted to go 
for it we’d back ‘em 100%.”

Dustin said Jason had 
a friend in the area who 
knew the store was for 
sale and the two had been 
looking at it.

“All of a sudden it 
became real, but we had 
to let the dust settle on a 
few other things. We’ve 
all been in True Value 
together so it seemed like 
it could be pretty seamless 
for us,” Dustin said.

“This has been a true, 
blue mom and pop hard-
ware store for 35 years.  
They were both involved 

in the business there 
every day so it has a good 
customer base.”

Dustin said the town 
just built a Fareway Gro-
cery similar to the Fort 
Madison Fareway Grocery 
and is in growth mode.

“There’s a ton of growth 
and opportunity here. The 
towns right between An-
keny and Ames and that 
whole Des Moines metro 
area is right there, too.”

He said the future of 
hardware is good because 
of neighborhood hard-
ware stores like the ones 
in the Kempker family. 
Being able to withstand 
big box stores and the in-
ternet is demonstrated in 
the success of the neigh-
borhood locations.

“It’s hard to do hard-
ware online. Shipping 
hardward just isn’t easy. It 
hasn’t caught on because 
people like that service 
aspect and want to be able 
to ask questions,” he said.

Chuck Kempker agreed, 

saying hardware has been 
able to withstand the 
larger discount stores and 
Amazon because of the 
personal service you get 
in the aisles of the local 
stores.

Jason Kempker said part 
of local hardware success 
in an Internet world is 
that you can’t wait for 
days to have something 
shipped to fix a problem.

“It’s the plumbing is-
sues, the electrical issues. 
You can’t wait two days on 
some of those problems,” 
he said. “Some of those 
things need to be done 
right away and that’s what 
we’re here for. Especially 
the weather - in real cold 
years you have pipes that 
freeze. Everything in the 
hardware business right 
now, the Internet hasn’t 
created an answer for.”

He said the rental part 
of the business is the 
probably the biggest op-
portunity for the Huxley 
location because former 

owners Steve and Ann 
Quick didn’t offer that 
business.

“This will be our core 
hardware and rental 
business. It’s an 8,000 
square foot facility and 
we definitely look to see 
the rental business being 
something we can grow.”

Jason attended Iowa 
State University in Ames 

and said traveling up and 
down Hwy. 69 going to 
campus he always had in 
the back of his mind, that 
“nice little hardware store 
in Huxley”.

“If Grimes didn’t work 
out, I always thought that 
would be a nice addition, 
but fast forward after the 
Grimes acquisition and 
the Quicks were still look-

ing to sell,” he said.
He said his parents 

handled the negotiations 
for the Grimes store, but 
he was involved in the 
discussions and observed 
how that process works.

“I think it went great,” 
he said. “We did the 
discovery and negotations 
and all the fun stuff that 
comes with that.”

Third generation of hardware family takes reins in Huxley
KEMPKER’S - Continued from Page 1

Nakia Ross, left with microphone, sings to a sullen Devan Parker 
at Sunday’s Variety Show at the Fort Madison High School.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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 Like us on Facebook!

To show our appreciation in 2018...
mention our Griffin Gratitude Card and recieve $18.00 Credit posted to your card!

We are grateful for each and every one of our

GRIFFIN’S GRATITUDE REWARD CARD
5% of every invoice, sales tax excluded, will be added to your 

Gratitude Card to use for future services. Your card can be used 
for future visits up to 50% off the invoice. 

Plus, get $25 for every new customer you refer to Griffin’s.

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Save on regular maintenance this season with these coupons! 
*Present or mention these coupons at time of service

CUSTOMERS

CliCk HERE 
TO viEw all 

OUR SpECialS!

Steffensmeier knocks off No. 2 (or No. 1) wrestler

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

URBANDALE - A Bloodhound wrestler was named 
Co-Outstanding wrestler at the Ed Winger Classic in 
Urbandale after taking down one of the top wrestlers 
in the state at 152 lbs. Senior Harlan Steffensmeier 
reached the championship match against Grant Stotts, 
of West Des Moines Valley on Saturday, and depending 
on which ranking publication you prefer, Stotts was 
either No. 1 or No 2 in the state. Steffensmeier won the 
match 5-4 after a late take down in the final period. 
IAwrestle.com had Stotts as the top-ranked wrestler at 
152 lbs, but the Predicament had him ranked behind 
Cayd Lara of Fort Dodge at No. 2. Steffensmeier was 
ranked 4th in both publications.

“It was a barn burner,” Head Coach Ryan Smith said 
Saturday night. “Harlan got taken down and escaped in 

the first, then he got a take down at the 
end of the first period and it was tied at 
4-4. There weren’t any take downs in the 
second period, but in the third period 
Harlan got another take down and was 
able to ride him out.”

“That guy was rated No 1 or No. 2 in 
the state depending on where you look, 

but he’s a tough dude. He won state as a sophomore.”
Smith said he couldn’t remember the last time a Fort 

Madison wrestler was named outstanding or co-out-

standing wrestler and said he was going to have to look 
at the books and see when the last time Fort Madison 
had a champion at the Urbandale meet.

With just three weeks remaining before the run to 
state begins, Smith said this should give Steffensmeier 
more confidence going into regional and state action.

“This helps him for sure. We saw Lara last week and 
had a close match with him and with the win today, it 
validates that he’s a contender,” Smith said. “There’s still 

Named Co-Outstanding 
Wrestler at Ed Winger Classic

Fort Madison wrestler Harlan Steffensmeier, shown in here in earlier action this season at Fort 
Madison, was named Co-Outstanding Wrestler at the Ed Winger Classic by taking the title at 
152 lbs. knocking off state champion Grant Stotts of West Des Moines Valley.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“This helps him for sure. We saw 
(Cayd) Lara last week and had a 
close match with him and with the 
win today, it validates (Harlan) as a 

contender.”
 -Ryan Smith

FMHS Head Coach See STEFFENSMEIER, page 6

SMITH

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://IAwrestle.com
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We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org

some work to be done, of course.”
Steffensmeier, now 34-2, on the season got to the 

championship match with a :19 pin the first round and 
two technical falls at 15-0 and 16-0 working through 
the bracket.

At 126 lbs, Ryan Steffensmeier (21-14) took 2nd place 
after being pinned in the finals by Kayden Kauzlarich 
of Centerville at 3:39. Steffensmeier won by decision 
and then had a pin over Peter Erickson of Johnston in 
:20 in the quarterfinals before winning by a close 7-6 
decision over Keaton Speicher of Iowa City West to 
reach the finals.

“It’s good for him to get back on a winning track,” 
Smith said. “He’s wrestled a tough schedule and has 
more losses than we would have liked but he gutted out 
some close matches to get himself into the finals.”

Aaron Steffensmeier (31-11) took 5th place at the 
meet at 145 lbs. He advanced with a pin in round 1 of 
the tourney, then was pinned by North Scott’s Collin 

Lewis. Steffensmeier recorded another 
pin in the consolation bracket round 2, 
but lost a tough 3-1 decision in round 
3 to Brock Parker of Waukee. He ran 
up against Lewis again in the 5th place 
match, but Lewis had to take a medical 
forfeit giving Steffensmeier the win.

Danen Settles took 7th place at 220 lbs 
with a win over Tanner Teem of Urbandale 9-3 in the 
seventh place match on the consolation side.

The Hounds took 8th place in the 21-team tourna-
ment.

Complete results of the tournament are below.
106 lbs -Elton Kruse (11-16) place is un-

known and scored 6.00 team points.
 Champ. Round 1 - Hans Von Rabenau (Iowa City West) 17-10 won 
by decision over Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 11-16 (Dec 7-2)
    Cons. Round 1 - Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 11-16 won by fall 
over Dakota Arends (Dallas Center-Grimes) 4-15 (Fall 0:57)
    Cons. Round 2 - Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 11-16 won by 
fall over Nate Bell (Des Moines Lincoln) 16-15 (Fall 1:49)
    Cons. Round 3 - Rheiner Stahlbaum (Johnston) 20-11 won 
by fall over Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 11-16 (Fall 0:23)

120 lbs - Dayne Cordray (19-13) place is 
unknown and scored 0.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Dayne Cordray (Fort Mad-
ison) 19-13 received a bye () (Bye)
    Quarterfinal - Thomas Edwards (Johnston) 26-10 won by de-
cision over Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-13 (Dec 8-3)
    Cons. Round 2 - Jackson Barth (Cedar Falls) 17-14 won by ma-
jor decision over Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-13 (MD 11-0)
    Cons. Round 3 - Carson Lawrence (West Des Moines) 4-4 won 
by decision over Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-13 (Dec 5-3)

126 lbs - Ryan Steffensmeier (18-13) placed 
2nd and scored 20.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 18-13 won 
by decision over Noah Micka (West Des Moines) 14-17 (Dec 5-4)
    Quarterfinal - Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 18-13 won 
by fall over Peter Erickson (Johnston) 10-12 (Fall 0:20)
    Semifinal - Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 18-13 won by de-
cision over Keaton Speicher (Iowa City West) 20-22 (Dec 7-6)
    1st Place Match - Kayden Kauzlarich (Centerville) 32-5 won by 
fall over Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 18-13 (Fall 3:39)

132 lbs - Nathan Steffensmeier (10-19) place is 
unknown and scored 3.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Leo Blawou (Des Moines Lincoln) 22-15 won by major 
decision over Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 10-19 (MD 13-4)
    Cons. Round 1 - Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 10-19 
won by fall over Vinnie Lopez (Dowling Catholic) 3-7 (Fall 3:51)
    Cons. Round 2 - Rylan Hughbanks (Bettendorf) 18-20 won by tech fall 
over Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 10-19 (TF-1.5 4:00 (16-0))

145 lbs - Aaron Steffensmeier (28-9) placed 
5th and scored 14.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 28-9 won by fall 

over Seneca Calhoun (Council Bluffs Thomas Jefferson) 19-23 (Fall 1:31)
    Quarterfinal - Collin Lewis (North Scott) 28-5 won by fall 
over Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 28-9 (Fall 1:12)
    Cons. Round 2 - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 28-9 won 
by fall over John Harris (Des Moines Lincoln) 16-14 (Fall 5:09)
    Cons. Round 3 - Brock Parker (Waukee) 32-8 won by deci-
sion over Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 28-9 (Dec 3-1)
    5th Place Match - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 28-9 won 
by medical forfeit over Collin Lewis (North Scott) 28-5 (M. For.)

152 lbs - Harlan Steffensmeier (31-2) placed 
1st and scored 27.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 31-2 won by 
fall over Adam O`Connor (Adel-DeSoto-Minburn) 2-8 (Fall 0:19)
    Quarterfinal - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 31-2 won by tech 
fall over Hayden Friedrichsen (Urbandale) 26-8 (TF-1.5 4:12 (16-0))
    Semifinal - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 31-2 won by tech 
fall over Jordan Renshaw (Glenwood) 26-12 (TF-1.5 5:00 (15-0))
    1st Place Match - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 31-2 won 
by decision over Grant Stotts (West Des Moines) 17-1 (Dec 5-4)

220 lbs - Danen Settles (22-12) placed 
7th and scored 7.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 22-12 won by 
decision over Jake Morrison (Waukee) 15-9 (Dec 10-3)
    Quarterfinal - Greg Hagan (Dowling Catholic) 29-1 won by 
fall over Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 22-12 (Fall 2:32)
    Cons. Round 2 - Beau Lombardi (West Des Moines) 25-7 won 
by fall over Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 22-12 (Fall 3:13)
    Cons. Round 3 - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 22-12 won 
by fall over Matt Parker (Southeast Polk) 13-15 (Fall 4:20)
    7th Place Match - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 22-12 won 
by decision over Tanner Teem (Urbandale) 26-11 (Dec 9-3)

285 - Dalton Mabeus (6-9) place is 
unknown and scored 3.00 team points.

 Champ. Round 1 - Nathan McDonald (Waukee) 35-2 won by 
fall over Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 6-9 (Fall 1:46)
    Cons. Round 1 - Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 6-9 won by fall 
over Mamadee Tullay (Des Moines Lincoln) 17-12 (Fall 0:51)
    Cons. Round 2 - Aaron Martinez (Southeast Polk) 16-7 won 
by fall over Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 6-9 (Fall 3:05)

Steffensmeiers, Settles place at Urbandale meet
STEFFENSMEIER- Continued from Page 5

STEFFENSMEIER

of all major projects, and 
the possibility of stopping 
driver’s licenses services in 
Lee County.

Renstrom said the county 
isn’t mandated to provide 
driver’s license services.

Denise Fraise, the county 
auditor told Hunold if there 

was going to be a reduction 
in hours, it should be done 
for all departments. Fraise 
had recommended in her 
budget that all employ-
ees work 40 hour work 
weeks, Most employees 
in the county treasurers, 
recorders, and auditor’s 

office work 35 hours a week 
currently.

“I’m gonna stop you right 
there,” Fraise said. “If you 
do that, I think your other 
departments should be 
doing that too then. Just to 
be fair to all the employees 
in the offices.”

Hunold said he wasn’t 
saying that was out of the 
question.

“From a service point, 
that’s going to be kind of 
tough. But I don’t want 
anything off the table yet.”

Matt Pflug said the 
county could look at those 
options, but insurance pre-
miums is something he’d 

like to keep where they are.
“Our goal has always 

been to offer a competi-
tive insurance plan which 
we have,” he said. “I guess 
you could always have the 
discussion of should they 
being paying more out of 
their pocket. I think if we 
can continue to do it, that 
would be fine.”

“If we can continue to do 
it,” Ron Fedler said. “If we 
have the funds to continue 
to do it.”

Right now county em-
ployees pay $95 per month 
for their share of a single 
policy.

“Looking at the new fund 
balance going on the re-es-
timated budget we show 
that were spending $2.99 
million more than we’re 
bringing in, but you take 
out Ryanne’s, she needs to 
get her fund balance down, 
so we don’t want to mess 

with hers.”
“We’re not going to solve 

this today,” Hunold said. 
“Tuesday we’ll invite them 
all in to a workshop and tell 
them this is where we’re at. 
Go back and do some more 
work and come back and 
see us again and then we’ll 
take a look at where we’re at 
and if we still have a ways 
to go, we’ll look at the other 
options.”

Supervisor Gary Folluo 
said all department heads 
need to go back and see 
where they can cut.

“We need to tell them to 
take last year’s budget and 
put pencil to paper and see 
how close they can get to 
that budget,” Folluo said.

The Board of Supervisors 
will meet again on Tuesday 
morning with a workshop 
to follow where the budget 
issue will be discussed with 
all department heads.

County Department heads asked to trim back 2018-19 budgets
BUDGET - Continued from Page 1

http://tkef.org/
http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
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Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 Bed-
room, 1 Bath centrally lo-
cated at 1933 Avenue I in 
Ft. Madison. Refrigerator 
and stove provided. $550/
month. Please call (319) 
371-4040 for more details or 
appointment to view. Leave 
a message if no answer.

HOUSES
FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
January 23, 2018

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA 52639

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Approve Tuesday, January 

16, 2018 Board Minutes 
Consider Approval of 

Claims 
Public Input 
Lee County EMS Annual 

Report 
Canvass of Saturday, 

January 20, 2018 Green Bar 
Drainage District Election 
Consider Approval to Re-
place Part-time Correctional 
Officer 

Consider Approval of Tax 
Abatements (5) 

Reports: 
A. Semi Annual Settle-
ment of the Board of 
Supervisors
B. Manure Management 
Annual Update-Pomberg 
Farms, Pleasant Ridge 
Township

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL 

1/16/2018

The Fort Madison City 
Council met in adjourned 
session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, 
at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. 
Mayor Randolph presided 
with Council Members 
Greenwald, Morawitz, Rink, 
Andrews, Seidel and Lair.  
Council Member Cangas 
was absent.

On motion, Council 
approved the agenda as writ-
ten.  On motion, Council ap-
proved the Consent Agenda:  
Minutes of 1/2/2018; Liquor 
License Renewal: Palms 
Supper Club, 4920 Ave-
nue O, effective 2/1/2018; 
December Financial Report; 
and Payment of Claims.

At 5:34 P.M., Randolph 
opened the public hearing 
Concerning Not to Exceed 
$1,700,000 Water Revenue 
Capital Loan Notes.  With 
no oral or written comments, 
on motion, Council closed 
the public hearing.  On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2018-07, 
instituting proceedings to 
take additional action for 
the authorization of a loan 
agreement and the issuance 
of not to exceed $1,700,000 
Water Revenue Capital Loan 
Notes.

On motion, Council 
approved the Mayor’s 
signature on a structural 
engineering contract with 
Calhoun-Burns and Associ-
ates, not to exceed $42,500, 
for structural engineering 
inspection, design and bid 
documents for the 14th 
Street Bridge rehab project 
over French Creek.  On 
motion, Council approved 
the Mayor’s reappointment 
of Carol Foss to the Old 
Fort Commission and Mike 
Pulis to the Parks Board, 
terms ending 3/31/2021.  On 
amended motion, Council 
approved an 8% salary 
increase for City Manager 
David Varley.

At 5:59 P.M. on motion, 
Council adjourned until Feb-
ruary 6, 2018 at 5:30 P.M.

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

ATTEST:  /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

See PROCEEDINGS, 
page 8

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
http://www.leecounty.org
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

LMNOP

             1135 Ave. E • Wednesday - Saturday 5:00pm

Friday 
January 26th
7:00 - 10:00

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

PROCEEDINGS - FORT MADISON CITY COUNCIL – 1/16/2018 

The Fort Madison City Council met in adjourned session at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, 
January 16, 2018, at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. Mayor Randolph presided with Council 
Members Greenwald, Morawitz, Rink, Andrews, Seidel and Lair.  Council Member 
Cangas was absent. 

On motion, Council approved the agenda as written.  On motion, Council approved the 
Consent Agenda:  Minutes of 1/2/2018; Liquor License Renewal: Palms Supper Club, 
4920 Avenue O, effective 2/1/2018; December Financial Report; and Payment of 
Claims. 

At 5:34 P.M., Randolph opened the public hearing Concerning Not to Exceed 
$1,700,000 Water Revenue Capital Loan Notes.  With no oral or written comments, on 
motion, Council closed the public hearing.  On motion, Council adopted Resolution 
No. 2018-07, instituting proceedings to take additional action for the authorization of a 
loan agreement and the issuance of not to exceed $1,700,000 Water Revenue Capital 
Loan Notes. 

On motion, Council approved the Mayor’s signature on a structural engineering 
contract with Calhoun-Burns and Associates, not to exceed $42,500, for structural 
engineering inspection, design and bid documents for the 14th Street Bridge rehab 
project over French Creek.  On motion, Council approved the Mayor’s reappointment 
of Carol Foss to the Old Fort Commission and Mike Pulis to the Parks Board, terms 
ending 3/31/2021.  On amended motion, Council approved an 8% salary increase for 
City Manager David Varley. 

At 5:59 P.M. on motion, Council adjourned until February 6, 2018 at 5:30 P.M. 

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, Mayor 

ATTEST:  /s/ Melinda L. Blind, City Clerk 

EXPENDITURES REVENUES 1/1-1/15/2018

General $    26,133.09 General $  44,224.64

Sp. Rev. Funds   5,971.24 Special Rev.   41,940.93

Road Use   8,344.31 Road Use 2,867.53

Debt      0 Debt 30,845.01

Capital  11,423.29 Water  392.83

Water  22,584.83 Sewer 4,553.00

Sewer   506,339.73 Solid Waste   572.72

Solid Waste 15,840.93 Storm Water 
Utl.

96.89

Storm Water Utl.    146.00 $125,493.55

$596,783.42

PAYROLL 1/5/2018

General $184,190.42

Spec. Revenues  3,942.74

Road Use 27,793.92

Water 25,172.40

Sewer 42,467.73

Solid Waste 11,763.67

Storm Water 4,073.69

$299,404.57

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLAIMS 1/16/2018
ABRA, CLEAN OFF 
OVER SPRAY ......... 424.00
ADJUTANT GENERAL 
OF IOWA, LODGING FOR 
TRAINING .............. 186.00
AIRGAS USA, LLC, 
ACETYLENE .......... 156.62
ALBERT CRESSWELL, 
SIDEWALK PROGRAM

............................... 2,200.00
ALEXIS FIRE EQUIP-
MENT CO, FOLDING 
STEP .......................... 65.82
ALTORFER MACHINERY 
CO., MOTOR & CORE
.................................. 800.49
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, UNIFORMS
.................................. 681.06

B&B PROPANE, PRO-
PANE .................... 1,377.06
BAIER FORD, LAMP
.................................... 12.20
BATES SANITATION & 
ASPHALT, PORTA POT-
TIES ......................... 150.00
BIG RIVER RENTAL, 
GIENIE SCISSOR
.................................. 232.00
BJ ‘S PERFORMANCE, 
TOWING VEHICLES
.................................... 55.00
BROWN SUPPLY CO. 
INC., SHOVEL ........ 396.00
BROZENES HYDRAULIC 
EQUIPMENT, REPAIR 
WORK TO SNOWPLOW
.................................. 936.19
BUILDING MATERIALS 
INC, BUILDING ITEMS & 
SUPPLIES................ 213.92
BURLINGTON GLASS 
COMPANY, LAMINATED 
GLASS IN FRONT
.................................. 198.75
BURLINGTON MUNI 
WATER, BACTERIA SAM-
PLES .......................... 85.00
C.U.R.E. SOLUTIONS, 
MONTHLY FEE
............................... 2,900.00
CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE, MEMBERSHIP 
DUES ....................... 174.00
CITY OF FORT MADI-

SON, LEACHATE TREAT-
MENT ................... 1,160.62
CONNECTION INSUR-
ANCE, AIRPORT INS
............................... 3,000.00
CRESCENT ELECTRIC, 
SUPPLY LAMPS ......... 3.36
CULLEN PEST CONTRO, 
RODENT CONTROL .........
189.00
DAILY DEMOCRAT, LE-
GAL PUBLICATIONS
.................................. 281.73
DANA ZUMDOME, 
CLOTHING ALLOWANCE 
160.07
DAVE WOODLEY, CORE 
WITH BEARING .... 226.26
DAVID VARLEY, ITEMS 
FOR REHAB OF CHAM-
BER .......................... 465.90
DIGITAL ALLY, CHEST 
CAMERA ................. 145.00
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, POST CARDS
.................................. 555.00
ELECTRICAL ENGI-
NEERING, LUGS ...... 38.80
ELECTRONIC APPLICA-
TIONS, BATTERY .... 34.33
ENGINEERED EQUIP-
MENT SOLUTION, CON-
VEYOR & LINER
............................... 3,897.45
FASTENAL COMPANY, 
HAZMAT SUITS .. 3,574.16

FBI NAA - IOWA CHAP-
TER, TRAINING ..... 125.00
FLOYD’S E-Z WAY, RUB-
BISH REMOVAL .... 346.10
GALL’S, AN ARAMARK 
COMPANY, HANDCUFF 
KEY & IRONS .......... 80.97
GEM ELECTRONICS, 
MONTHLY SERVICE
.................................. 358.85
GREAT RIVER REGION-
AL WASTE, LANDFILL 
FEES ................... 11,196.93
HEUSS PRINTING, INC, 
THE IOWAN - ADVERTIS-
ING .......................... 293.00
HOWARD R GREEN 
COMPANY, DRY CREEK - 
PROF FEES ........ 15,092.41
HUFFMAN WELDING & 
MACHINE, CLOTHING 
ALLOW ITEM, ETC
............................... 1,135.72
HY-VEE FOOD STORE, 
WATER BILL COLLEC-
TION .......................... 38.30
HYDROFIT, QUANTITA-
TIVE FIT TEST ....... 350.00
IACP, DUES ............ 150.00
IDEAL READY MIX, 
CONCRETE ......... 2,225.71
INDUSTRIAL MOTORS 
INC, MODINE ......... 360.00
J&S ELECTRONIC BUSI-
NESS, COPIER USAGE
.................................. 120.58

JETCO INC., ANALOG 
INPUT MODULE .... 393.00
JUSTIN CAIN, COLLEGE 
COURSE - FIRE
............................... 1,506.15
KELTEK INCORP, OUT-
LET PLUG & MICRO-
PHONE CLIP ............. 87.60
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE HARDWARE; REPAIR 
& MISC. ................ 2,481.13
LEANDER CONSTRUC-
TION INC., PAY EST #16 
- WWTP PHASE II
........................... 439,334.13
LISCO PHONE; LONG 
DIST & FIBER ..... 1,938.50
LYNCH DALLAS P.C., 
UNION NEGOTIATIONS
............................... 1,666.68
MASTERCARD, CLOTH-
ING; DUES; OFFICE 
SUPPLIE ............... 1,330.42
MCFARLAND, JANITORI-
AL SUPPLIES ........... 58.41
MENKE PROFESSIONAL 
AUTO PARTS, PARTS
.................................. 493.54
MES-MUNICIPAL EMER-
GENCY SERV, HOSE 
LADDER STRAP .... 163.00
MEYERS DRIVEWAY & 
SEPTIC, PUMP 2 TANKS
.................................. 350.00
MICHAEL TODD & COM-
PANY, SIGNS .......... 632.75

http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001


Visit Us Online! • www.grrwa.com • facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

New Beginnings
      Twenty

Celebrate
8Teen

!
Thank you to all of our customers who helped us 

reduce our environmental footprint in 2017! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority is 
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage 

our environmental footprint and help educate our 
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:
Please do not place plastic bags in recycling bins.

Rinse & Clean all food jars and cans before 
placing in recycling bins. 

Flatten boxes for better storage and volume 
reduction. *Empty all boxes before recycling.

Place all recyclable products loose in bins. 

Do not recycle wrapping paper.

Properly dispose of all electronics and household 
hazardous waste. Click Here for more guidance! 

For your convenience:
• Convenient Drop-Off Locations in 10 cities

• Curbside Recycling Bins are available at our 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

• HHW Collection Available by appointment during regular 
business hours at our Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

Pen City Current - Monday, January 22, 2018 - 9

Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICES

MID AMERICAN ENER-
GY CO., HEATING
.................................. 732.59
MID-STATE ORGANIZED 
CRIME, DUES ........ 150.00
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
LENSES ON WALKWAY 
BRIDGE ................... 463.82
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 
COMPANY, HANDHELD 
& COMMAND LINK
............................... 5,140.70
MUTUAL WHEEL COM-
PANY, TIRES .......... 304.75
MYERS LOCK & KEY, 
FRONT ENTRANCE - 
TIGHTEN SCREW
.................................... 50.00
O’REILLY AUTO PARTS, 
AUTO PARTS .......... 855.37
PAUL’S PLUMBING 
& HEATING, DRAIN 
CLEANER & REPAIR
.................................. 163.75
PDC LABORATORIES, 
INC, LANDFILL INSPEC-
TIONS - PROF FEE
............................... 2,225.06
PERMAR SECURITY SER-
VICES, ALARM SYSTEM 
185.25
POEPPING STONE & 
BACH, GIS WATER
............................... 7,956.16
PRITCHARD BROAD-
CASTING, MAIN STREET 
ADVERTISING
.................................. 150.00
QUALITY FLOW IOWA, 
INC, BLACKHAWK 
HEIGHTS GRINDER STA-
TION ..................... 2,387.00
QUARRY CREEK ELK 
AND BISON, CLOTHING 
ALLOW ................... 138.19
QUILL CORPORATION, 
CALENDARS............ 46.91
ROBERTS TIRE CEN-
TER CORP, TIRE REPAIR 
BACKHOE
............................... 2,305.49
S.H. ENTERPRISES LTD., 
SLUDGE HAULING
............................... 4,991.25
SE IA REGIONAL PLAN-
NING COMM, TRANSIT 
SERVICE .............. 2,500.00
SERVICE MASTER, JANI-

TORIAL SERVICE
............................... 1,311.50
SHOTTENKIRK SUPER-
STORE, CAR MAINTE-
NANCE ................. 1,031.95
STANLEY CONSUL-
TANTS INC, WWTP 
PHASE II - PROF FEES
............................. 44,670.65
STATE HYGIENIC LABO-
RATORY, TESTING .. 19.50
TIM’S REPAIR SHOP, 
CLAMPS & PUSHLOCK
.................................. 576.67
TREAT AMERICA, 
MEALS AT TRAINING
.................................... 51.06
TROPHY OUTLET, 
PLAQUE FOR JOHN
.................................... 31.45
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
FILTERS .................. 370.24
TRUELINE FIRE & SAFE-
TY, WINTER ITEMS
.................................. 128.48
TURBO WASH INC, 
WASH TOKENS ...... 500.00
UPS, SHIPPING ........ 66.34
USA BLUE BOOK, SIGNS 
39.90
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
............................... 6,567.10
WINDSTREAM PHONE; 
INTERNET; LONG DIST
.................................. 237.62
WRIGHT PHOTOGRA-
PHY, PHOTOS CHAMBER 
REHAB ................. 3,150.00
TOTAL .............. 596,783.42
GENERAL .......... 26,133.09
SPECIAL REVENUES
............................... 5,971.24
ROAD USE ........... 8,344.31
CAPITAL PROJECTS
............................. 11,423.29
WATER ............... 22,584.83
WASTEWATER
........................... 506,339.73
SOLID WASTE
............................. 15,840.93
STORM WATER ...... 146.00
TOTAL .............. 596,783.42

MANUALS 12/2017
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ......... 45,278.06
EASYPERMIT, POSTAGE 

POSTAGE FEES
............................... 2,550.39
HY-VEE, ACCOUNTS RE-
CEIVABLE JANITORIAL 
ITEMS & TRAINING
.................................... 33.74
JONES CONTRACTING 
CORP, PAY APPS #6 & #7 .
140,808.44
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE, SUPPLIES .......... 19.85
LEE COUNTY HEALTH 
DEPT, HEP B VACCINES
.................................. 990.00
MASTERCARD, ANNUAL 
FEE/LIBRARY MATERI-
ALS/O ...................... 975.42
MEYERS DRIVEWAY 
& SEPTIC, PAY APP # 7 
BLACKHAWK
........................... 173,390.92
MIDWEST GROUP BEN-
EFITS, ANNUAL FLEX 
BENEFITS ............... 200.00
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
ELECTRIC RIVERVIEW 
PARK .................... 7,240.00
RATHBUN REG’L WATER 
ASSOC, WATER
.................................... 42.02
RUHL & RUHL, TRUST 
DOWN PAYMENT
.................................. 500.00
STERLING CODIFIERS 
INC., ANNUAL FEE
.................................. 500.00
TK SNDYER, LLC, MI-
CROWAVE ................ 98.99
TRI-STATE AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLER, REPAIR 
SYSTEM ............... 1,520.00
WELLMARK BC/BS, 
HEALTH INS ..... 90,406.52
WEX BANK, FUEL
............................... 9,861.48
TOTAL .............. 474,415.83
GENERAL .......... 13,086.06
SPECIAL REVENUES
............................. 90,959.40
ROAD USE ........... 6,374.78
CAPITAL PROJECTS
........................... 148,048.44
WATER ............... 20,441.39
WASTEWATER
........................... 194,312.03
SOLID WASTE..... 1,193.73
TOTAL .............. 474,415.83

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?
Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS TUESDAYS 9AM-3PM
Or to apply online, click this ad or go to http://careers.wlfoods.com

First. Fresh. Local.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
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Scene Around Town/From the Front

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

 1/21 MID-DAY
7 6 3 

1/21 EVENING
1 9 8

 1/21 MID-DAY
2 2 2 8

1/21 EVENING
4 2 8 8 

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.
(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

www.TrailwaysTravel.com

Springtime in Cajun Country
L O U I S I A N A  / /  M A R C H  1 8 - 2 7 ,  2 0 1 8

S I N G L E  $ 2 , 9 5 0  / /  D O U B L E  $ 2 , 4 5 0  P P
$ 4 0  C L U B  M E M B E R S H I P  D I S C O U N T  AVA I L A B L E

TOUR INCLUDES:
• Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation
• Friendly On-board host
• All hotel accommodations
• 17 Meals
• History walking tour of the New   
   Orleans French Quarter
• New Orleans City & Cemetery Tour
• Free time in The French 
   Market District
• Free time at Café du Monde
• Mardi Gras World
• Walking tour of the “American”     
   section of New Orleans
•Jazz Lunch & Cruise on the 
  Steamboat Natchez

• The National D-Day Museum
• Swamp Tour
• Greenwood Gator Farm
• Ardoyne Plantation tour
• TABASCO® plant tour on 
   Avery Island
• Rip Van Winkle Gardens
• Joseph Jefferson Mansion
• Creole Nature Trail en-route to 
   Lake Charles
• Mardi Gras Museum
• King Cake demonstration and tasting
• Bayou Rum Distillery tour & tasting
• LSU Rural Life Museum
• Houmas House Plantation 
   and Gardens

Louisiana’s Cajun Country is beckoning you to visit this spring! Explore New 
Orleans before departing to experience the Louisiana Bayou and Cajun lifestyle in 
Houma, LaFayette, and Lake Charles with swamp and plantation tours, a tour of 

Baton Rouge plus so much more! 

To check out a full list of details and to view a day-by-day itinerary 
visit us online at www.TrailwaysTravel.com! 

ter. Kaul is in his early eighties and dying of 
cancer. This is my eulogy to Donald Kaul.

In addition to his column, Kaul is also 
known for, along with Register Journalist, 
John Karras, founding RAGBRAI, the Reg-
ister’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa, 
or, “Midwestern Woodstock on two wheels.” 
Kaul, a character if there ever was one, made 
famous another character on that first RAGB-
RAI, Clarence Pickard. At 83-years old, and wearing a pith helmet, Pickard liked to 
keep fit by riding a bicycle in case he ever, “had to chase a hog.”

I rode RAGBRAI three times in my early sixties. Like Kaul, who tapped out daily 
RAGBRAI stories on a portable typewriter, at a kitchen table, while surrounded by 
sweaty riders, I too pecked out daily RAGBRAI stories at a picnic table, on a laptop, 
while surrounded by spandexed riders, and emailed the stories to the Mt. Pleasant 
News. “How can you write in all this noise?” I was asked. “Huh?” I said.

Unlike Kaul, who was an unabashed agnostic, I’m a devout Christian. At his 
height, he was syndicated in 150 newspapers. I write for free in twenty. He wrote a 
lot about politics, Nixon, the Viet Nam War, the 18-year old vote, Sunday beer sales, 
the NRA, handguns, vitamin C, and Watergate. I, for the most part, stay away from 
politics and stick with human-interest stories, my favorite subject lately being our 
chickens, which is avian interest.

In Kaul’s day, girls’ high school basketball was still six-on-six and Kaul loved to 
poke fun at the sport. In his words, “I was once hired by a radio station to do color 
commentary for the broadcast of a game, but I came down with laryngitis and lost 
my voice. So they let me do the play-by-play.” He also loved to poke fun at Ankeny, 
Iowa, one of the fastest growing, most expensive Iowa cities (towns) to live in at the 
time. “Where is Ankeny?” he would write. Kaul could easily have been a character in 
M*A*S*H.

While Kaul wrote as many as five columns a week, I write one. People ask me how 
I can write one column a week, week-after-week. I would like to ask Kaul how he 
could write five columns a week. He has compared being a columnist to being mar-
ried to a nymphomaniac. “It can be a thrilling and even ecstatic exercise, but there’s 
no respite from it.”

Note: In the creative writing class that I’m teaching, one of the students also attri-
butes his penchant for writing to Donald Kaul.

I’m sad that Donald Kaul is dying. Maybe this year’s RAGBRAI can be dedicated to 
him. I also hope this column I’m writing can find its way to his bedside. I owe it all to 
you, Donald Kaul.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read 
at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

Kaul was writer who 
inspired Empty Nest

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

A Fort Madison jazz ensemble belts out some uptempo tunes includ-
ing multiple solos at the Fort Madison Variety Show Sunday afternoon 
at FMHS.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Springtime-in-Cajun-Country-2018
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	The Kensington
	Fullenkamp Insurance
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Pen City Current
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
	From the Front
	Business News
	Scene Around Town
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	Kempker's True Value Hardware
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	Sports
	From the Front
	Area News
	Your Heat & Air guy
	Test Kitchen Education Foundation
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Help Wanted
	Real Estate
	Rentals
	West Liberty Foods
	Green Oak Development
	KLM Realty
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Help Wanted
	West Liberty Foods
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Pen City Current
	Scene Around Town
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Guest Column
	Empty Nest
	Curt Swarm
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Trailways Travel
	Lee County Health Department

	Button 1014: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 
	Button 109: 
	Button 107: 


