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FM Main Street district seeing rebound

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -  A walk down Avenue G today 
shows a smattering of empty store fronts, cracked side-
walks and dilapidated curbing. A dismal sight on the 
surface. But a look deeper shows the story may be just 
the opposite.

With the Eisentraut family reopening and reinvigo-
rating the Fox Theater and Jimmy and Hitomi Wendorf 
announcing plans for the Hesse building at 7th and G, 
life is being breathed back into a hope that Fort Mad-
ison’s Main Street district can, once again, become a 
retail destination for the city.

Visits downtown for Chinese or a beverage after 
business hours show parking spaces are rare, especially 
on the west end of the district with people taking in 
an evening movie or stopping at Faeth’s Cigar Store to 
have a drink and visit with friends.

Fort Madison Main Street Coordinator Cassie Gil-
bert says she’s excited with what’s happened in the past 
three months and hopes that it serves as a springboard 
for other business owners to take a look at downtown, 
if not for the first time, then maybe a second or third 
time.

C.U.R.E. Business Solutions is poised to reopen 
in the 600 block of Avenue E. C.U.R.E was formerly 
downtown in a location close to where it is going back. 
A fire forced them to move out to the west end of town, 

but the firm is very close to reopening in a building 
purchased from Brenda Derr when she moved her 
location two blocks west and added an old-fashioned 
ice cream station.

Dave Taylor has taken over 10th Street Station and is 
a shining example of how a new owner can take over an 
existing customer base and make it work.

Dr. Roy Tinguely has opened up an office on the 
south side of the 700 block of Avenue G after years with 
Fort Madison Physicians and Surgeons on the Fort 
Madison Community Hospital campus.

Gilbert said the recent growth in the district needs to 
inspire others that dreams of business ownership is not 
as far off as it may seem.

“The Hesse building idea is great, it’s different,” said 
Gilbert, who’s been with the Main Street District since 
July. “One of the things we need to do in order to 
distinguish ourselves from other downtowns is come 
up with these unique ideas. And let people know that 
we are a historic downtown, but we want to have great 
ideas and help any of those great ideas to get all the 
assistance they need.”

The night traffic is one of the better surprises this 
year. With businesses like the theater, Dollhouse 
Dreams, the Okinawan Karate on Tuesday and restau-
rants like the Atlas, Taste of China, and Choung Gar-
den open late, it’s a good time to come back downtown 
at night again. Dollhouse Dreams fell victim to high 
winds in March and is now located just west of the 

storefront being repaired.
Gilbert said 2016 was a rough year with longstanding 

businesses like Bonnie Howard’s The Bookmark and 
Gary Pilkington’s JoLynn Shoe Shoppe closing due to 
retirements. She said that’s going to happen, but the 
younger generation should realize there is potential in 
those businesses and those now vacant store fronts.

“We have at least five new businesses or owners here, 
one of those is moving back,” she said. “2016 was a bit 

Gilbert hopes recent good 
news spurs more activity

Fort Madison Main Street Coordinator Cassie Gilbert ‘reflects’ on JoLynn Shoe Shoppe that has 
since closed due to the retirement of owner Gary Pilkington. The building now sits as one of the 
business-ready storefronts along Avenue G.

Reflecting on Main Street	 Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“One of the things we need to do 
in order to distinguish 

ourselves from other downtowns 
is come up with these unique ideas. 
And let people know that we are a 
historic downtown, but we want to 

have great ideas...”
 -Cassie Gilbert, 

Main Street Coordinator

See GROWTH, page 3
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535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
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5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

                          .......www.griffinmuffler.com

 Like us on 
Facebook!

Get $100 Cash Back 
Now thru April 30th! 

Receive up to $100 cash back on your 
purchase of Four (4) Shocks and/or Struts! 

Hurry this offer ends April 30th, 2017! 

Safer Driving
Better Performance
Reduced Wear & Tear

Click this ad to schedule your next appointment online or call 319-372-2478!

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
FAMILY OWNED AND OPPERATED FOR 20 YEARS! 

Click Here 
For More Great 

Savings and 
Specials!

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website 
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen 
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

The Easter Bunny got 
some special treat-
ment in a hug from 
3-year-old Corey 
Howes on Saturday 
as part of the Commu-
nity Easter Egg Hunt 
at Rodeo Park put on 
by Hy-Vee with contri-
butions from close to 
20 local businesses. 
At left, Karsen Durbin, 
8, gets a look at the 
bike he won at the 
event. 

Some’bunny 
special	

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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From the Front/Local News

CENTRAL PARK, FORT MADISON

Gloves, trash bags & maps provided
Free lunch to follow

Call Fort Madison Chamber for details & to register
319-372-5471

Community Clean Up EventCommunity Clean Up EventCommunity Clean Up Event

Saturday, April 22nd, 2017Saturday, April 22nd, 2017Saturday, April 22nd, 2017
Beginning at 9:00 amBeginning at 9:00 amBeginning at 9:00 am

 Event 
 Sponsored 

 By

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be on-site for disposal of Hazardous Waste.
Please call 319-372-6140  for a complete list of accepted items.

RAIN OR 
SHINE

BEVERAGES

FREE
FUN!

DRAWING FOR

Community
CLEAN UP EVENT

Sat., April 22, 2017
Beginning at 9:00 a.m. • Central Park, Fort Madison

Drawing for 

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be on-site
for disposal of hazardous waste.

Please call 319-372-6140 for a complete list of accepted items.

Gloves, trash bags, & maps provided
Free lunch to follow

Call Fort Madison Chamber for details & to register

319-372-5471

RAIN OR
SHINE

FREE FAMILYFUN!

BEVERAGES

You won’t hear a PEEP
out of us this Easter

Pen City Current will not publish
its digital e-Edition

on Easter Sunday, April 16
& Monday, April 17

in order to enjoy the holiday
with our families.

However, any breaking news
will continue to be posted

to our website at pencitycurrent.com.

We wish you & yours
a wonderful Easter.

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.2243

www.lcbtrust.com | cservice@lcbtrust.com | 888.831.5228

15 SECONDS
ofFame

START USING MOBILE DEPOSIT CAPTURE TODAY!
Using our app, you can quickly deposit money in 3 basic steps:

GIVE YOUR CHECKS THEIR

Select the account
for your deposit

$
Enter your

deposit amount
Snap the front & back

of your check

of a rough year. We had a 
few flagship stores close 
and that’s going to hap-
pen, But we need to show 
the opportunities to take 
over those businesses, as 
well as being places for 
them to start their own 
business.”

Barker Financial out 
of Iowa City has taken 
ownership of the old Lee 
County Bank building, the 
Cattermole Library, and 
the Sears Building but are 
only looking at fully re-
habbing the first two. Op-
tions for the Sears building 
are still up in the air.

“The lower story retail 
sections need work, but 
they aren’t in bad shape,” 
Gilbert said. “Right now, 
having them finish two 

buildings is better than 
none.”

Gilbert said the upper 
story apartments, which 
is the key to the rehabil-
itation efforts due to the 
federal funds used being 
earmarked from flood 
relief funds, are another 
great thing that’s going on 
in the Main Street District.

“We do have a lot of 
really nice apartments 
down here. Right now we 
have at least two that are 
available, if not more. If 
I know about them, they 
are usually posted on our 
Facebook and then I can 
get interested people con-
nected with the business 
owners.”

Gilbert said anyone 
with potential business 
ideas should reach out her 

to help clear up their ideas 
and get options for help 
getting started.

“One of the first things 
they should do is call us 
because we may have 
access to resources they 
haven’t thought of,” she 
said. “Small Business 
Development Center can 
help with business plans, 
figuring out financing and 
stuff like that. I have ac-
cess through Main Street 
Iowa that can help as well. 
The city has loans avail-
able as well as tax credits 
that can be applied for if 
you own the building.”

She said another good 
starting place is the 
Chamber or Main Street 
Facebook pages and 
websites.

“My overall focus now 

is filling the empty spaces 
we have. Quite a few on 
800, 900 and 700 blocks 
of Avenue G. 600 block is 
ok. That’s my first go-to 
thing and that’s what I’ve 
been working on since the 
beginning of the year.

Christy Kelly, owner of 
Junque to Gems, said she’s 
excited now for what may 
be happening.

“I think it’s great fu-
ture-wise,” she said. “It’s 
going to be more business 
for everybody, right?”

But she said the current 
structure won’t change her 
business plans or hours, 
but she left the option 
open for the future.

“But who’s to say what 
the future holds with ev-
erything just being new,” 
Kelly said.

The old Lee County Bank building is slated 
to have renovations completed this summer. 
Fort Madison leaders are finalizing paperwork 
to be the responsible party for federal funding 
that will be used by Barker Financial of Iowa 
City to renovate the building for residential 
and commercial use.

Historic places	 Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Upper-floor living is part of efforts
GROWTH - Continued from Page 1
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SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. D-042

AN ORDINANCE VA-
CATING 15th PLACE 

AND 16TH, 17TH
AND 19TH STREETS 

SOUTH OF AVENUE P

Be it enacted by the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, Iowa:

SECTION 1. The City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison does hereby vacate 
15th Place and 16th, 17th 
and 19th Streets south of 
Avenue P in the City of Fort 
Madison, being more partic-
ularly described as follows:

19th Street (formerly 
known as Walker Street):  
From the South right-of-way 
line of Avenue “P” (formerly 
known as Potowonok St.) to 
the South line of said South 
West Addition; being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Beginning at the 
northeast corner of Block 
35 in said subdivision; 
then Easterly 86 feet to the 
Northwest corner of Block 
34 in said Subdivision; 
thence Southerly to the 
Southwest corner of Block 
34; thence Southwesterly 
66.9 feet to the Southeast 
corner of Block 35; thence 
Northerly to the point of 
beginning.

17th Street (formerly 
known as Eaton Street):  
From the South right-of-way 
line of Avenue “P” (formerly 
known as Potowonok St.) to 
the South line of said South 
West Addition; being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Beginning at the 
northeast corner of Block 
33 in said subdivision; 
then Easterly 66 feet to the 
Northwest corner of Block 
32 in said Subdivision; 
thence Southerly to the 
Southwest corner of Block 
32; thence Southwesterly 
66.8 feet to the Southeast 
corner of Block 33; thence 
Northerly to the point of 
beginning.

16th Street (formerly 
known as Hale Street):  
From the South right-of-way 
line of Avenue “P” (formerly 
known as Potowonok St.) to 
the South line of said South 
West Addition; being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Beginning at the 
northeast corner of Block 
32 in said subdivision; 
then Easterly 66 feet to the 

Northwest corner of Block 
31 in said Subdivision; 
thence Southerly to the 
Southwest corner of Block 
31; thence Southwesterly 
72.5 feet to the Southeast 
corner of Block 32; thence 
Northerly to the point of 
beginning.

15th Place (formerly 
known as Knapp Street):  
From the South right-of-way 
line of Avenue “P” (formerly 
known as Potowonok St.) to 
the South line of said South 
West Addition; being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Beginning at the 
Northeast corner of Block 
31 in said subdivision; 
then Easterly 66 feet to the 
Northwest corner of Block 
30 in said Subdivision; 
thence Southerly to the 
Southwest corner of Block 
30; thence Southwesterly 
72.5 feet to the Southeast 
corner of Block 31; thence 
Northerly to the point of 
beginning.

SECTION 2. All ordi-
nances or parts of ordi-
nances in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance 
are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. If any 
section, provision, or part 
of this ordinance shall be 
adjudged invalid or uncon-
stitutional, such adjudication 
shall not affect the validity 
of this ordinance as a whole 
or any section, provision, 
or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. This ordi-
nance shall be in effect after 
its final passage, approval, 
and publication as provided 
by law.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED by the City Coun-
cil this 4th day of April, 
2017.

/s/Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

City of Fort Madison, 
Iowa

ATTEST:
/s/Melinda L. Blind, City 

Clerk

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

Laser Operator Needed
Responsibilities to be included but are not limited to the following:

 • Create Nest programs based on customers Purchase Orders and drawings.
 • Revise programs to eliminate errors, and retest programs to check that problems have been solved.
	 •	Analyze	job	orders,	drawings,	specifications,	and	design	data	to	calculate	dimensions,	tool	selection,	machine	
speeds, and feed rates.
 • Observe machines on trial runs or conduct computer simulations to ensure that programs and machinery will 
function	properly	and	produce	items	that	meet	specifications.
	 •	Modify	existing	programs	to	enhance	efficiency.
 • Sort shop orders into groups to maximize materials utilization and minimize machine setup time.
	 •	Compare	computer	printouts	with	original	part	specifications	to	verify	accuracy	of	instructions.
 • Perform preventative maintenance or minor repairs on machines.
 • General housekeeping on and around the laser and the laser room.

Required Skills:
 • Computers and Electronics— Knowledge of computer hardware and software, including applications and pro-
gramming.
 • Mechanical— Knowledge of machines and tools, including their designs, uses, repair, and maintenance.
 • Mathematics— Knowledge of arithmetic, geometry, and their applications.
 • Production and Processing— Knowledge of raw materials, production processes, quality control, costs, and 
other techniques for maximizing the effective manufacture and distribution of goods.
 • English Language— Knowledge of the structure and content of the English language including the meaning and 
spelling of words, rules of composition, and grammar.
 • Education and Training— Associates Degree or equivalent experience.
 • Customer and Personal Service— Knowledge of principles and processes for providing customer and personal 
services. This includes customer needs assessment, meeting quality standards for services, and evaluation of 
customer satisfaction.

Hours:  2nd Shift M-F 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 
Pay Rate:  Depending on experience
Company Benefit Package:	Health,	Vision,	Life	and	Dental	Insurance,	Long	Term	and	Short	Term	Disability,	401K,	Profit	
Sharing, Flexible Spending Account, Paid Holidays, and Company paid Uniforms.

How to apply:
Please send a Resume to:  kevinm@steffweld.com or visit our website for an application http://www.steffweld.com

Contact Information: Kevin Mehaffy, 1311 Pilot Grove Road, Pilot Grove, Iowa, 52648, 319-469-3961
Application Deadline: April 28th, 2016

Steffensmeier Welding & Mfg., Inc.
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26 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Fire Place
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• Covered Rear Porch
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Flooring
• Upgraded Kitchen with High End Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

NEW CONSTRUCTION

25 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Kitchen with Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

NEW CONSTRUCTION

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
IN WEST POINT

• New Construction completed in 2017
• 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
• 3 Car Garage
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Spacious Yard
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops &
  Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

Hyper-local. Super-fresh.

www.pencitycurrent.com
&

TO ADVERTISE

Fort Madison’s only 24/7 all-digital source for hyper-local news, sports, & advertising information.

Nissa Rung
Sales & Marketing Consultant

(319)520.8953
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg
Sales Manager
(319)371.4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

Chuck Vandenberg
Editor

(319)371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

FOR NEWS ITEMS

Shawna Ross
Sales & Marketing Consultant

(319)470.0622
sross@pencitycurrent.com

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $2499

Up to 150 words & 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125
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CHAMBER STRONG

Great River Regional Waste Authority’s
Earth Day Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event

Saturday April 22nd, 2017 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Located in Central Park

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue• Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be accepting the 
following Household Hazardous Waste items during the 

Annual Community Clean Up Event. We encourage you to 
call ahead and make an appointment for the collection. 

• Fertilizers, Herbicides, Insecticides, Pesticides
• Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners & Solvents

• Household & Auto Cleaning Products
• Car Batteries, Motor Oil, Antifreeze

• Car Batteries and Rechargeable Batteries
• Swimming Pool Chemicals

• Propane Tanks 
• AND MORE!

*No Latex Paints Please
Call 319-372-6140 to schedule your appointed time or 

to check to see if your items qualify for this event. 
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Casey’s West is #ChamberStrong	 Photo courtesy of Fort Madison 
Chamber of Commerce

The Madison is #ChamberStrong	

Quicker Liquor is #ChamberStrong	

Scotts is #ChamberStrong	
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