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Keith Gillett shows on his tablet some of the imagery he’s sold as part of the Icon Sportswire 
organization covering professional sports in the St. Louis and Kansas City markets. Gillett was 
a staffer at the Daily Democrat in the 60s and 70s.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

His hobby becomes a 3rd career

A former Evening Democrat staffer finds passion behind the lens
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A former reporter 
and editor of Daily Democrat sports will 
be duckin’ the puck at the Stanley Cup 
games in St. Louis next week.

Keith Gillett, 69, of St. Louis, is a re-
gional photographer for Icon Sportswire, 
a division of XML Team Solutions, Inc, 
and was selected to be one of the compa-
ny’s two photographers allowed to shoot 
the NHL Championships beginning next 
week when the Boston Bruins come to St. 
Louis on June 1.

Gillett, originally from Fort Madi-
son, worked for the Fort Madison Daily 

Democrat during his high school days 
after turning 16 and was given the title of 
sports editor since the paper didn’t have 
one at the time.

“The Democrat needed a proof reader 
when I was 16. The sports editor quit, so 
I covered every single high school game 
the entire time I was in high school. They 
had no regular sports guy. I was it,” Gillett 
said.

“I even voted in the AP poll and helped 
Fort Madison finish 4th in the state in 
football in 1966. I was the defacto sports 
editor.”

See GILLETT, page 8

Here’s an online ESPN.com story that features 
one of Gillett’s stock photos (see photo credit) 
from a St. Louis Blues/Boston Bruins game. 

County 
tagged 
for relief

BY PCC STAFF

DES MOINES – Gov. 
Kim Reynolds issued a 
disaster proclamation 
today for 10 counties in 
response to heavy rains, 
hail, straight-line winds, 
tornadoes, widespread 
flooding, and flash flood-
ing beginning May 17 and 
continuing.

The governor’s proc-
lamation allows state 
resources to be utilized to 
respond to and recover 
from the effects of this se-
vere weather and activates 
the Iowa Individual Assis-
tance Grant Program for 
qualifying residents, along 
with the Disaster Case 
Management Program, 
for Clinton, Des Moines, 
Henry, Iowa, Lee, Louisa, 
Marion, Scott, Wapello 
and Wayne counties.

The Iowa Individual 
Assistance Grant Program 
provides grants of up to 
$5,000 for households 
with incomes up to 200 
percent of the federal 
poverty level or a maxi-
mum annual income of 
$41,560 for a family of 
three. Grants are available 
for home or car repairs, 
replacement of clothing 
or food and temporary 
housing expenses. Orig-

Heavy rains, 
flooding trigger 
declaration

See STATE, page 5
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Roy Dorsey, 46, of Keokuk, IA died Thursday, May 23, 2019 at the Fort Madison 
Community Hospital.

He was born on March 22, 1973 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Carla Dorsey McK-
une.

Roy graduated from Keokuk High School with the class of 1991.
Roy was currently employed at OCI Iowa Fertilizer Company in 

Wever, IA. Prior to that he had worked at HTH Company in Musca-
tine, IA.

He enjoyed deer hunting and trading Magic the Gathering cards. 
Roy loved riding his motorcycle and traveling. He was a loving 
father and enjoyed spending time with his sons.

Roy is survived by his grandmother, Helen Thorn of Keokuk, two sons, Vaughn 
Dorsey of Shakopee, MN and Alex Zier of Kahoka, MO, one sister, Becky (Bruce) 
Anderson of Bricelyn, MN, two brothers, Cheyenne McKune of Fort Madison and 
Curtis McKune (Valkyrie Clancy) of Keokuk, several aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his grandfather, Hubert Thorn and his mother, 
Carla McKune.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Monday at Vigen Memorial 
Home in Keokuk with Pastor Gregg Wiegel officiating. Burial will be in the Hicko-
ry Grove Cemetery.

Visitation will be held on Sunday from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. at the funeral home with 
the family meeting with friends at that time.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to ManCountry.
On-line Condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com.
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 5/28 MID-DAY
1 4 8

 5/28 EVENING
7 1 0

  5/28 MID-DAY
6 5 5 5

 5/28 EVENING
5 9 6 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

5/28
9 21 34 42 50 
Mega Ball: 21
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Downtown Summer Market
Unique Vendors, Food, Beer, Wine Tasting

Thursdays June 13, July 11, & August 15 – 3-8pm
• Fort Madison •

Vendors contact
darlarae@yahoo.com

Sponsored by

SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

OBITUARIES

ROY DORSEY

DORSEY

Glenn H. Garringer, 59, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 3:00 a.m. Monday, 
May 26, 2019 at the Van Buren County Hospital, Keosauqua, Iowa.

He was born May 13, 1960 in Iowa City, Iowa, the son of Glenn D. and Mamie 
(Burkett) Garringer.

Glenn met the love of his life, Janet Wood in Florida. They later married August 
21, 1999.

Survivors include his wife: Janet of Farmington, Iowa; his daughter: Seleste Garrin-
ger of Ottumwa, Iowa; his sister: Teresa (Dan) Hahn of Letts, Iowa; three brothers: 
Dale (Jennifer) Garringer of Korea, Joe Garringer of Williamsburg, Iowa and Ben 
(Queenbe) Garringer of Kansas. Also surviving are several aunts, nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his infant sister and two brothers, John 
David and Larry D. 

Glenn graduated from Auto Mechanics Inc.   He traveled the United States as a 
young man on his beloved bike, Loki, a 1960 Triumph. He enjoyed his travels and 
making new friends.  Glenn  also enjoyed listening to music and especially loved his 
animals Shadoe and Ivy.  Glenn worked the last 16 years for Iowa Fire Equipment 
of Iowa City, as a service technician.  Glenn will be greatly missed by his family and 
special friends.  

His body has been entrusted to Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington for crema-
tion. 

A Memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m., Friday, May 31, 2019 at First Baptist 
Church in Farmington with Pastor Chad Welch officiating. 

A memorial has been established in his memory.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

The Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

OBITUARIES

GLENN H. GARRINGER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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For the Record

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

05/23/19 – 5:11 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Steve 
Raekay Londie, 28, of Keokuk, in 
the 1600 block of Avenue M, on 
a warrant for probation violation 
out of Illinois He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/23/19 – 10:25 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police arrested Mychael Rich-
ard Patten, 27, of Fort Madison at 
the police station on a charge of 
invasion of privacy. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/23/19 – no time listed – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jalen 
Keith Kutcher, 18, of Fort Madison 
in the 3400 block of Avenue 
N, on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/23/19 – 8:08 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Jeffrey Lee 
Rains, 42, of Fort Madison in the 
1000 block of Avenue G, on a 
charge of dog running at large. 
He was released upon citation.
05/24/19 – 2:43 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Gerald 
Earle Johnson, 62, of Fort 
Madison in the 1400 block of 
Avenue H, on a charge of OWI-
1st offense. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 6:42 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 1600 block of Avenue M.
05/24/19 – 8:57 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jeremiah 
Johnson Turner, 21, of Fort Mad-
ison in the 2100 block of Avenue 
A on a charge of possession of 
a controlled substance. He was 
released on a promise to appear.

05/25/19 – 2:12 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Chad Mi-
chael Vice, 33, at the Lee County 
Jail on a charge of first degree 
burglary. He was held in custody.
05/25/19 – no time listed – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Joshua 
Charles Corcoran, 38, of Fort 
Madison in the 700 block of 4th 
Street on a warrant for failure 
to appear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 10:26 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 3400 block of Avenue N.
05/26/19 – 9:47 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1100 block of Avenue I.
05/26/19 – 10:43 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Brian 
Lee Scott Ray, 29, of Fort Mad-
ison at the police station on a 
charge of domestic abuse assault 
– 2nd offense. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/26/19 – 10:55 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 2000 block of Avenue H.
05/26/19 – 12:09 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Samantha Latashia Owings, 38, 
of Fort Madison, at the police 
station, on a charge of domestic 
abuse assault. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/26/19 – 4:28 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 600 block of 34th Place.
05/27/19 – 2:15 a.m – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Steven 
Ray Bogart, 25, of Fort Madison, 
in the 5400 block of Avenue O, 

on a charge of criminal mischief 
-4th degree. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/27/19 – 8:18 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1200 block of Avenue F.
05/27/19 – 12:26 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 300 block of Avenue G.
05/27/19 – 3:41 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Dustin 
Alan Beckman, 20, of Fort 
Madison in the 3000 block of 
Avenue J, on a charge of public 
intoxication and two counts of 
disorderly conduct. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/27/19 – 1 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Bradley 
Glenn Traman, 32, no ad-
dress listed, in the 300 block 
of Avenue G, on a charge of 
driving while suspended. He 
was released upon citation.
05/28/19 – 6:45 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
900 block of 48th Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

05/23/19 – 1:59 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Demetrius Ernest Alexander, 
20, of Denmark, at the sheriff’s 
office , on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/23/19 – 2:00 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Allen Tremaine Thomas, 18, 
of Burlington, at the sheriff’s 
office on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. He w as taken to the 

Lee County Jail and held.
05/23/19 – 6:03 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Sasha Mariah Noel, 27, of New 
London, in Montrose on a charge 
of false reporting and accessory 
to a felony. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 3:21 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Marly Mae-Jean Jones, 19, of 
Wheatland, in Fort Madison on 
warrant for violation of pro-
bation. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 1:23 p.m. – Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a two-vehicle accident on 
Hwy. 27 near mile marker 2 
where according to reports a 
vehicle driven by Morgan Grace 
McCrea, 20, of Long Beach, 
Miss., collided with a back of a 
vehicle driven by Joseph Anthony 
Rose, 86, of Keokuk. No injuries 
were reported and McCrea was 
cited for following too closely.
05/24/19 – 4 p.m. – Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Kristin Ann Marie Coulter, 29, 
of Hannibal, Minn., on a charge 
of violation of a no-contact 
order. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 5 p.m. – Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested Sala 
Jo Baker, 47, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant for 
contempt of court. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 5:07 p.m. – Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Ja-
son Scott Coulter, 39, of Donnell-
son, in the 300 block of Madison 
Avenue, on a charge of violation 
of no contact order. He was taken 

to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 9 p.m. – Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Dewayne Lenoir, Jr., 29, of 
Mt. Pleasant, at the sheriff’s 
office on a charge of failure to 
appear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 10:30 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Michael William Blint, 44, of 
West Point, at the intersection of 
Hwys 2 and 61, on a charge of 
contempt of court. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/24/19 – 4:26 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Joshua Charles Corcoran, 37, of 
Fort Madison, in the 400 block of 
Avenue H, on a warrant for failure 
to appear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released 
on his own recognizance.
05/25/19 – 9:15 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Payton Wrage VanPelt-Vice, 23, 
of Fort Madison, at the sheriff’s 
office on a charge of contempt 
of court. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 8 p.m. – Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested James 
Myron Feikert, 49, of Keokuk, 
in the 3500 block of Iowa Road 
in Keokuk, on charge of viola-
tion of probation and contempt 
of court. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 9:38 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Christian Jay Jones, 
47, of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office on a charge of willful 
injury. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 9:40 p.m. – Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Dylan Lee Helmick 
Phillips, 27, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a charge of 
willfull injury. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 11:15 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Justin Warren Bryant, 36, of 
Keokuk, at the sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for violation of parole and 
a temporary hold. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
05/25/19 – 11:30 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Marcus Lamont Williams, 28, 
of Mt. Pleasant at the sheriff’s 
office on warrants for violation 
of probation. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/26/19 – 1:30 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Zachary Michael Thurman, 19, 
of Hamilton, Ill., at the sheriff’s 
office on a warrant for violation 
of probation. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/26/19 – 9:05 a.m. – Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies responded to 
a one-vehicle accident on Hwy. 
61 near milemarker 19, where 
according to the report, a vehicle 
driven by Colton Lee H. Stepp, 20, 
of Revere, Mo., lost control en-
tering a median and rolled. Stepp 
sustained minor injuried and 
was transported to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital for observa-
tion. No citations were issued.
05/27/19 – 3:53 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Kenneth Linn Alvis, 49, of Keokuk, 
in the 1900 block of Palean 
Street in Keokuk, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.

http://www.grrwa.com


BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – 
Fort Madison baseball 
had a collective record of 
11-145 over the course 
of the prior half decade. 
Needless to say, winning 
hasn’t been a strong suit 
for the Bloodhounds on 
the diamond.

Coming into the 2018-
2019 baseball season, the 
Hounds and new Head 
Coach Ron Walker are 
ready to break that losing 
trend. How exactly do 
they plan on doing that? 
According to the new 
bench boss, one pitch and 
one day at a time.

 “Expectations are 
high,” Walker said. “We 
don’t necessarily look at 
wins and losses, they kind 
of take care of themselves. 
Our goal is to be a better 
team each and every day. 
If we do that each and ev-
ery day, the wins will add 
up and they’ll take care of 
themselves.

“If the kids keep work-
ing hard like they are, 
they have a good chance 
at putting together a great 

season. I’m looking for-
ward to seeing what they 
can do.”

So far, the season has 
been a wash (literally and 
figuratively) as the Blood-
hounds have now missed 
a total of four games 
while playing just three. 
Despite the lack of regular 
game time, the top of the 
line indoor hitting facility 
at Fort Madison High 
School has allowed the 
Bloodhounds to collect 
some at bats and get back 
to the fundamentals.

“We’re pretty fortunate 
to have the facility we 
have,” Walker said. “We’re 
able to set up eight differ-
ent hitting stations.”

So far in the three 
games that have been 
played, Fort Madison is 
2-1 on the season. The 
win total has the Blood-
hounds just shy of half of 
last season’s wins already. 
Even with it being his 
inaugural season, Walker 
hasn’t lowered the bar for 
his expectations. In fact, 
coming in as the new 
head coach has allowed 
Walker to look at the team 
with a completely fresh 

perspective.
 “It’s a great opportuni-

ty for me and it made it 
easy on me because there 
were no expectations or 
thoughts being put into 
my head of what this kid 
has done in the past or 
where he has played,” 
Walker said. “We talk ev-
eryday about how no spot 
in the lineup is solidified 
by any individual.”

While no spot is solidi-
fied, there are a few names 
that should hang around 
the top of the lineup for 
Fort Madison throughout 

the sea-
son. One 
of those 
names is 
senior Jor-
dyn Gerdes. 
Gerdes will 
serve as 
one of the 

top arms in the rotation 
this season and will also 
provide the Hounds with 
a powerful bat in the No. 
3 spot.

Fellow senior Dayne 
Cordray will often see his 
at bats from the leadoff 
spot with his combo of 
hitting skills and speed 
on the bases. Cordray 
will also serve as one of 
the top arms in the Fort 
Madison rotation along 
with Gerdes.

“I’d be lying to you if I 
said I knew what the heart 
of the order is looking like 
right now,” Walker said. 
“In our batting order here 
at the beginning of the 
season we’ve had Dayne 
Cordray, a senior, lead-
ing off for us, followed 
by Jason Thurman, a 

sophomore. Then Jordyn 
Gerdes, a senior, and then 
after that in the four hole 
it kind of depends on 
where we’re at … I’ve got 
some great at bats out of 
our seven and nine hitters 
as well.

“Jordyn has done a 
great job of buying into 
our philosophy and our 
hitting approach. He’s 
been the leader with that 
staying inside the baseball 
and playing gap to gap. 
With his early season 
success, I hope some of 
the younger kids buy into 
it and it gets contagious.”

So far this season 
Gerdes is 5 for 12 at the 
plate with three runs 
scored, three RBIs, two 
walks and one home run.

Even he will admit, ear-
ly on it was a struggle for 
Walker to adjust to Iowa 

athletics and transition 
from Spring to Summer 
sports. Back in Illinois, 
where Walker played 
his high school base-
ball, there weren’t sports 
offered such as soccer or 
tennis. That’s something 
Walker will have to get 
used to with two of the 
best tennis players in the 
state on his team in Jason 
and Vasin Thurman.

The Thurman twins 
again made it to the state 
finals in doubles action 
this season, conflicting 
with baseball practices 
(not games since they 
were all rained out). 
While it’s a new concept 
for Walker, it has been 
a smooth transition. He 
credits the work ethic 
of his athletes putting in 
the extra time to make 
sure they are prepared for 

baseball despite not being 
able to make it to every 
after-school practice.

“That’s a big change 
for myself,” Walker said. 
“Coming from Illinois 
High School, we offered 
two boys sports; baseball 
and basketball, there was 
no overlapping.

“I will say that kind 
of blindsided me. Once 
baseball season started, 
I had a hard time under-
standing that we still had 
soccer and tennis and 
track and golf all going on 
as we’re three weeks into 
practice. I’m big on kids 
playing other sports. I’ve 
got to tip my hat to our 
kids. We were inside the 
facility hitting at 5:45 this 
morning because they 
knew they had track prac-
tice or tennis practice.”

The fact that athletes are 
showing up before school 
that early in the morning 
has told Walker every-
thing he needs to know 
about his guys.

 “It makes my job really 
easy because that means 
they bought in,” he said. 
“They’re taking pride in 
who they are and what 
they represent. We talked 
about it early on, some-
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Sports

Click this ad to register online!

BURLINGTON YOUTH 
TRIATHLON

Sunday, June 23, 2019
9am Race Start • Dankwardt Park Pool

Online registration at www.getmeregistered.com
More race info. at www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon

Distances based on age group
Age 7-8

Swim 50 yd.
Bike 1.7 mi.
Run 1/4 mi.

Age 9-11
Swim 100 yd.
Bike 3.3 mi.
Run 1/2 mi.

Age 12-14
Swim 200 yd.
Bike 4.9 mi.
Run 1 mi.

Register as an individual or a team!

Saturday, June 1 •  9 AM-3 PM
Fun for the whole family!

We are a Grasshopper and RedMax dealer offering small engine repair, sell riders, zero turn mowers, etc. 

Find us at 2265 265th Ave.
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 

(Just off Hwy 2 West)

Free Food & Beverages • Bouncy Castle • Demo Lawn Mower Course

Grand Opening/ Open House

Walker planning 
for big things from 

Bloodhounds

Fort Madison’s Garrett Hannum slides back on a pick-off throw in ac-
tion earlier this season. Head Coach Ron Walker has big plans for the 
resurgent Bloodhound baseball team.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

WALKER

See HOUNDS, page 5

“Expectations are high. We don’t 
necessarily look at wins and losses, 
they kind of take care of themselves. 
Our goal is to be a better team each 

and every day.”
 -Ron Walker,

FMHS head coach

First year coach has team 
putting up runs, believing

https://www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon
https://www.facebook.com/MadisonTurfNTimber/
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thing we may do is offense in the morning and come 
out and do baserunning and defense in the afternoon.

“I threw it out there to them and a week before the 
season I had about four upperclassmen come up to me 
and say, ‘Hey coach, are we still going to do the morn-
ings?’ Next thing you know we’re going at 5:45a.m. 
every morning.”

Walker played four years of high school baseball and 
continued his baseball career at Southeastern Commu-
nity College. He later helped coach the baseball team 
and eventually served as the head coach for his fellow 
coach’s son’s traveling team. Two of the players on that 
team were Jason and Vason Thurman.

It’s all coming full circle now for Walker who has 
lived in Fort Madison for ten years. However, just this 
season the Fort Madison Head Coach position became 
available and it seemed like the perfect fit and perfect 
time for Walker to make the leap.

Being from Fort Madison, Walker makes sure he 
reflects the same amount of pride he feels in being the 
head coach of the program onto his players. He also 
understands that while the community wants to see the 
program turn around its losing ways, it is also vital that 
these young men be taught life lessons that allow them 
to give back to the Fort Madison community past high 
school, much like Walker is doing now.

 “We take a lot of pride in it,” Walker said. “We don’t 
win every day, but as a goal, whether it’s your job as a 
human or a baseball player, we talk a lot about wearing 
that Bloodhound jersey with pride and representing 
our family and our community as well as our school 
district.

 “It’s the same thing we talk about when we say we 
want to be a better team when we walk off the field 
than when we walked on. We also talk a lot about life 
lessons and how when we go to bed at night, we want 
to be a better person or a better son or a better brother 
than we were that morning when we got up.”

So far in the early stages of his head coaching career, 
things appear to be on the up and up for both Walker 
and the Bloodhound program. One key factor Walker 
attributes to the early success is the fact his kids are 
buying into what he is trying to instill into the pro-
gram.

 “I couldn’t be happier with the way the kids have 
bought in with their approach, their attitudes, their 
mindset,” Walker said. “Our goal is to play the game 
hard and compete one pitch at a time and good things 
will happen. The kids have bought in early and that has 
led to some early season success for us.”

Fort Madison fans will have an opportunity to see 
the 2019 version of the Bloodhounds this Thursday, as 
Fort Madison takes on Southeast conference foe Mount 
Pleasant in a double header on Mount Pleasant’s home 
field. If you can’t make it to the game, be sure to tune 
into KOKX 1310AM on Thursday for live coverage of 
the contest, as Ethan Lillard will be there with play-by-
play coverage for Radio Keokuk.

Hounds buying 
into Walker’s 

style of baseball
HOUNDS - Continued from Page 4

inal receipts are required for those seeking reimburse-
ment for actual expenses related to storm recovery. The 
grant application and instructions are available on the 
Iowa Department of Human Services website. Potential 
applicants have 45 days from the date of the proclama-
tion to submit a claim.

Disaster Case Management is a program to address 
serious needs to overcome a disaster-related hardship, 
injury or adverse condition. Disaster case managers 
work with clients to create a disaster recovery plan 
and provide guidance, advice and referral to obtain 
a service or resource. There are no income eligibility 
requirements for this program; it closes 180 days from 
the date of the governor’s proclamation. For infor-

mation on the Disaster Case Management Program, 
contact your local community action association or 
visit www.iowacommunityaction.org.

Iowa residents of counties impacted by the recent 
severe weather are asked to report damage to help 
local and state officials better understand the damage 
sustained. Damage to property, roads, utilities and 
other storm-related information may be reported. This 
information will be collected by the Iowa Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
and shared with local emergency management agen-
cies.

For more information on Iowa flooding, visit 
floods2019.iowa.gov or contact 2-1-1.

STATE - Continued from Page 1

State offers aid to flood-ravaged counties

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest of an individual on a felony 
drug charge.

Coy Daniel Stark, 31, of 2401 Bank Street, Ke-
okuk, Iowa was arrested on May 14th, 2019 on a 
felony drug charge. Stark is charged with possession 
with the intent to deliver more than five grams of 
methamphetamine, a class B felony.

The arrest of Stark stems from a traffic stop con-
ducted in West Point, Iowa on May 14th, 2019.	

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Keokuk Police 
Department, Lee County Sheriff ’s Dept., West Point 

Police Department, and the Iowa 
Division of Narcotics Enforcement 
assisted the Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force in these investigations.

 The defendants are presumed 
innocent until and unless proven 
guilty. 

The Lee County Narcotics Task 
Force is funded in part by the U.S. 

Department of Justice and the funds administered 
by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

Keokuk man arrested on methamphetamine charge

STARK

http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.leecountyedg.com/
http://www.iowacommunityaction.org
http://floods2019.iowa.gov
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LEND A HAND
623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Hamilton

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

319-372-6959

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant
brian@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.9151 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

Call Brian today! (319)470.9151

https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Liquids

Manufacturing Plant
Operations Manager – R1264
-Job: Oversee the production and assembly operations 
for six production lines and three manual assembly lines. 
Directly lead a team of 4 salaried and indirectly lead 
200-250 hourly full-time and seasonal associates across a 
three-shift operation.
- Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree focused in Engineer-
ing (highly preferred), Supply Chain, Manufacturing or 
other related field.  Minimum 5 years of manufacturing/
production leadership experience in a plant environment 
(preferably in a packaging operation).  Ability to grow into 
future manufacturing positions and the ability to relocate 
to other Scotts Miracle-Gro locations. 

Env Health & Safety Manager – R0346
-Job: Develop, implement, and manage environmental, 
health, safety  and security programs at the facility.  
Responsible for federal and state regulatory aspects of 
safety and environmental programs, including compliance 
with OSHA, EPA and DNR. 
-Qualifications: Bachelor of Science in EHS, Chemical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering or related field.  5-8  
years of experience in the Environmental, Health and 
Safety field or related discipline.  Knowledge of OSHA, 
EPA, RCRA, FIFRA, air and DOT regulations.

Mobile Nursing Services
Immediate Opening
Office Assistant

Duties include but not limited to 
Scheduling & Data Entry

Monday-Friday 8-4:30

Competitive Wages
PTO

Free Life Insurance
Apply at:

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison
Or Email:

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Loading
Crew Position

Certified Fork Lift
or Heavy Machiner Operator 

Experience Preferred

Starting Pay $16/Hr.
1st Shift Position

Call us today
319-246-1294

4502 Avenue O
(Lodi Shopping Center)

Fort Madison, IA

NOW 
HIRING!

Extended Season!

Immediate Production
Openings at Scotts!
Overtime Available!
Day and Night Shifts

Available!
$100 Sign On Bonus!

Call us today
319-246-1294

Team Staffing Solutions
4502 Avenue O

(Lodi Shopping Center)
Fort Madison, IA

NOTICE OF
JOB OPENING

Victim Witness Coordinator
Lee County Attorney’s Office

Keokuk and Fort Madison
 
Lee County Attorney’s Office has an opening for a Victim Wit-
ness Coordinator position (40 hours per week) with a start 
date of July 1, 2019.

The Victim/Witness Coordinator position is responsible for 
managing, coordinating, monitoring, and providing case as-
sistance for juvenile and criminal cases within the County At-
torney’s Office. The Victim Witness Coordinator will establish 
communications with victims and witnesses and/or their ad-
vocates, notify victims of their rights, keep victims and wit-
nesses informed of the status of files/cases, provide victims 
and witnesses with information, locate witnesses required for 
effective prosecution, and assist with case management.

The position’s successful applicant is preferred (but not re-
quired) to have the following:

1. Completion of some college level degree or in criminal jus-
tice, behavioral sciences, or related fields or any equivalent 
combination of training and experience.
2. Knowledge of legal terminology, legal format, and legal 
forms.
3. Knowledge of modern office practices, procedures, and 
equipment.
4. Knowledge of Electronic Document Management System 
(EDMS).
5. Knowledge of Iowa Courts Online.
6. Ability to prepare accurate and timely documents, corre-
spondence, and reports, including documentation and data for 
grant funding.
7. Ability to learn and/or operate the County Attorney’s Office 
computer programs.
8. Ability to work in a fast-paced environment
9. Ability to multi-task.
10. Must be a self-starter and motivator.
11. Ability to communicate with the public and act as a liaison 
for the victim to attorney staff in order to facilitate the commu-
nication of the victim as the case progresses.
12. Ability to provide emotional and educational support to vic-
tims and witnesses of crimes.
13. Ability to establish and maintain effective working relation-
ships with supervisors, attorneys, co-workers, and the public, 
as well as  law enforcement personnel and Clerk of Court
14. Ability to maintain a large case load.
15. Must be able to travel all over the County.

The position is a grant-funded position with a salary
of $35,000 annually plus benefits   

For more information about duties email request to 
bbowden@leecounty.org 

Please send resume to
Ross Braden, Lee County Attorney

25 N. 7th St., PO Box 824, Keokuk, IA  52632
or e-mail rbraden@leecounty.org

by May 28, 2019

NEED NURSING CARE AT HOME?
Nurse with 20 years experience can care 

for you or for your loved one at home.

Local Services in:
Iowa • Illinois • Missouri

CALL STEPHANIE RUNGE
Iowa Licensed Practical Nurse

217-357-5057

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

the classifieds
APARTMENTS

FOR RENT
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Call Brian

(319)470.9151

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Office%20Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:bbowden@leecounty.org
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front/Weather

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does. 5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 30 May

Moderate Rain
High– 67.9º F | Low – 60.9º F

FRI 31 May

Light Rain
High– 79.9º F | Low – 66.6º F

SAT 1 June

Heavy Rain
High– 77.8º F | Low – 66.0º F

SUN 2 June

Light Rain
High– 81.4º F | Low – 56.8º F

MON 3 June

Moderate Rain
High– 71.7º F | Low – 61.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

After graduating from 
the University of Iowa, 
Gillett was a member of 
the Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corp 
(R.O.T.C.) and when 
he graduated he told 
then-Evening Democrat 
publisher George Fish-
er he probably wouldn’t 
be called to active duty 
because the Vietnam War 
was coming to a close.

“So they tapped me to 
be city editor and it wasn’t 
two weeks later…uh.oh.. 
I was going active duty. 
George wasn’t very happy 
about that. But if I’d stayed 
I probably would have 
been at the Democrat for 
a while.”

Gillett said he didn’t 
have any particular attrac-
tion to photography, it was 
just part of the job. In the 
Air Force he used a point-
and-shoot as a public 
affairs officer and did basic 
photography.

But it wasn’t until he 
retired from the Air Force 
in 1972 that he began to 
find a niche as a journalist 
and shutterbug.

“After I got out of the 
Air Force, it was few years 
later I got into a weekly 

paper as editor in O’Fal-
lon, Illinois and I had to 
take pictures. I realized I 
wasn’t too bad at it,” Gillett 
said.

He moved around to a 
few papers before landing 
in Mascoutah, Illinois 
where was named what he 
described as the ‘do-every-
thing-editor with no staff ’.

He said he liked to enter 
contests competing with 
other photographers and 
realized his photography 
stacked up against some of 
the best in his division.

“One of the proudest 
moments I’ve had is I 
was sitting at the table in 
Springfield, right with the 
Chicago Tribune staff and 
my stack (of awards) was a 
big as theirs,” he said.

When he retired at the 
age of 62, he found he 
enjoyed shooting sports 
pictures and got on with 
Icon Sportswire. He said it 
took a while – about a year 
– before he could get any 
traction with the company.

Now after seven years 
with the company at age 
69 he’s found something 
he loves that he keeps 
him busy. And he’s Icon’s 
principal photographer in 

St. Louis.
“It’s a third career. And 

I’m not doing because I 
need any support. I have 
a military pension, social 
security and some invest-
ments that are paying the 
bills. I’m doing it because 
I like to do it, it keeps me 
busy and I love photo-
graphing sports. I just love 
it.”

Keith makes regular 
trips back to Fort Madison 
from St. Louis to check on 
his 96-year-old father who 
still lives on his own on 
the city’s north side.

Compensation for his 
work comes directly from 
sale of his pictures that 
are uploaded to the Icon 
Sportswire website. He 
said he makes enough to 
pay for gas and overnight 
lodging, about $8,000 to 
$10,000 per year.

His work has been 
featured in Forbes Maga-
zine, ESPN, USA Today, 
National Hockey Maga-
zine and other national 
publications. A story he 
likes to tell is about a bal-
loonfest in Arizona where 
he uploaded 100 pictures 
and sold about 15 to the 
Smithsonian Magazine.

“It’s enough to make it 
a nice lucrative ‘advanced’ 
hobby for me. You’re not 
going to make a full-
time living out of sports 
photography anymore 
unless your a star with a 
big agency or publication,” 
Gillett said.

“This is a fun advanced 
hobby for me. Right now 
there’s only about a dozen 
of us in St. Louis that are 
accredited in town. We’ll 
have more at the Stanley 
Cup because we’ll have all 
the big shots in town.”

Gillett sticks mainly to 
Nikon cameras and was 
showing a backup pack 
he carries with a severely 

dinged up lens.
“Wanna know how 

those dings got in there,” 
he asked. “Hockey pucks.”

Getting hit covering 
games isn’t necessarily a 
common occurrence for 
him, but the only time he 
was ever injured was when 
he was in a wall hole at a 
hockey game and the lens 
was out just far enough 
for a body check to send 
the camera back into the 
bridge of his nose, sending 
him to the arena first-aid 
room.

As Sports Editor of the 
Daily Iowan, the Universi-
ty of Iowa campus news-
paper, in the 70s, Gillett 
was the first to win the 
William R. Reed award for 
the top Big Ten Journal-
ist. Reed was the Big Ten 
Commissioner from 1961 

to 1971 and helped create 
the award to recognize top 
sports journalists covering 
the Big Ten. Gillett split 
the honor with a report-
er from Michigan State 
University.

He’s also had interviews 
with Nile Kinnick’s moth-
er prior to the University 
renaming the football sta-
dium after her Heismann 
Award winning son. He 
also served as an aid to 
Commander Norman 
Schwartzkopf during the 
Desert Storm operation.

Now, he’s planning 
on shooting pictures for 
another three to five years 
and the possible retiring, 
again, back to Fort Mad-
ison.

“I’ll do it as long as it’s 
still good to me. But I’ve 
had some good moments.”

Former Daily Democrat staffer and sports editor Keith Gillett is now a 
sports photographer covering the St. Louis area for Icon Sportswire 
and will be shooting the Stanley Cup championship next week..

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Gillett gets to shoot Stanley 
Cup finals in St. Louis

GILLETT - Continued from Page 1

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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