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Seniors at Holy Trinity were honored between the girls and boys varsity basketball games 
Thursday night. Seniors from the dance team, cheerleading, and girls and boys basketball 
were recognized for their four years of participation.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Funding dominated education officials’ DM agenda

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Extending a local sales tax 
option, state supplemental aid, and other issues were 
on the agenda as area superintendents met with area 
legislators on Wednesday in Des Moines.

Fort Madison Superintendent Erin Slater said her 
discussions focused on extending the sunset on the 

sales tax infrastructure and the impor-
tance of supplemental aid.

She said local legislators, including 
State Sen. Rich Taylor, State Rep. Jerry 
Kearns, and State Rep. Dave Heaton, 
have been supportive in conversations 
about the district’s needs and finances.

One of the key discussions Wednes-
day focused on extending S.A.V.E. which is Secure an 
Advanced Vision for Education. The SAVE is a penny 
sales tax that school districts can use for infrastructure 
improvements. The Fort Madison school district used 
those funds, which are gleaned from a one-cent tax on 

sales throughout the state, to build the Fort Madison 
Middle School on Bluff Road. However, the funding 
source in its current form will expire in 2029.

“There is a bill being discussed to eliminate the 
sunset on that funding, which would allow additional 
funding to come in for infrastructure improvements 
and that would have an impact in Fort Madison,” Slater 
said Thursday.

“Across the board there is a need for that S.A.V.E. to 
be extended for school districts. There are infrastruc-
ture needs if you’re urban or rural and there is only 

Slater says current voucher 
bills would hit school hard

SLATER

See FUNDING, page 8

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Buffy is the Bully of our 13 hens. We call her 
Buffy because she has a buff tail. We inherited Buffy 
and Red from a person who didn’t want to keep 
Buffy and Red through the winter. Therefore, Buffy 
and Red are “adopted” hens. Buffy and Red stick 
together. The other 11 hens may be off in the garden 
somewhere, while Buffy and Red are beside each 
other in the mulch. Buffy may be a bully because 
she she “thinks” she is protecting Red. I dunno. I 
don’t pretend to understand chickenology, although 
I’m learning. I’ve seen Buffy run half way across the 
barnyard to pounce on one of the pullets for some 
unknown offense. Why the pullets put up with this 
abuse is beyond me. It might be because Buffy and 
Red are a year older than the pullets.

Buffy and Red lay pretty speckled eggs, while the 
pullets all lay nice brown eggs. The variety of eggs is 
quite attractive in an egg carton when we give them 
away.

The 11 pullets don’t have names because we can’t 
tell them apart. They are all a nice combo of brown 
and white, mostly brown.

Buffy may be getting her “paybacks” for all the bul-
lying she’s done. She is the only hen that is molting. 
She looks quite ragged and has lost the “buff ” out of 

Buffy the Bully, 
takes a back seat

See SWARM, page 8

CEDAR RAPIDS, 
Iowa – February 2, 2018 
– Customers will have 
new options as part of an 
approved rate settlement 
for Alliant Energy’s Iowa 
energy company. On 
April 3, 2017, the com-

pany proposed its first 
rate review in six years to 
the Iowa Utilities Board 
(IUB). Today, the IUB 
ruled on the request.

“We will continue to 
help our customers by ad-
vancing clean energy and 

strengthening the energy 
grid,” said Doug Kopp, 
president of Alliant Ener-
gy’s Iowa energy compa-
ny. “We are reviewing the 
Board’s decision.”

The IUB approved the 
partial settlement agree-
ment filed in September. 
This ruling allows Alliant 
Energy to continue to 
use previously identified 

tax benefits to reduce the 
overall bill impact for 
customers. Alliant Energy 
will work with the IUB to 
determine the best meth-
od to begin providing 
additional benefits from 
lower corporate taxes due 
to the recently enacted 
federal tax reform.

IUB approves Alliant Energy’s rate request
Specific rate adjustments won’t 
be ready until tariffs filed

See IUB, page 2
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Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

CURRENT-LEE

FMHS Boosters Trivia Night Feb. 10 
FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Bloodhound Boosters are holding a Trivia 

Night on Feb. 10 at the Fort Madison Eagles Club from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
The night will feature a full trivia contest in addition to a silent auction and other 

games for cash prizes. Teams are to be no more than eight people at $10 per person. 
Participants are encouraged to bring snacks for their team table. A cash bar will be 
available.

Proceeds go to benefit the Fort Madison Athletic Booster club. The first 15 teams 
to register will receive an advantage on trivia night.

You can register at the following link https://docs.google.com/…/2PACX-1vSl-
nEKPM0vv-D46Esju6Nx…/pub. Forms need to be returned to FMHS athletic office 
or to a Booster club member.

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To 
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

LEE COUNTY – Raffle tickets for Lee County 
Pheasants Forever 25 Gun Raffle are available 
from any club member or at the banquet. Tickets 
are $10 each and are limited to 3,000. The raffle 
will be held during the chapter’s annual banquet 
on February 24, 2018. Proceeds from the raffle 
are used to support the Tri-State Young Guns and 
Fort Madison Clay Crushers High School Trap 
Shooting Teams. For more information about the 
raffle, go to http://www.leecountypf.org/raffles/.

Pheasants Forever raffle tickets
available now

LCEDG’s Fraise earns 
economic designation
LEE COUNTY - Lee County EDG Chief Operating Officer Dennis Fraise has 

earned the designation of Certified Economic Developer (CEcD), a national rec-
ognition that denotes a mastery of skills in economic development, professional 
attainment and a commitment to personal and professional growth.

The CEcD designation recognizes qualified and dedicated practitioners in the eco-
nomic development field and sets the standard of excellence within 
the profession.

Candidates must pass a rigorous and comprehensive examination, 
which has three parts and spans two days. The exam tests a practi-
tioner’s knowledge, proficiency and judgment in the following key 
areas of economic development: business retention and expansion; fi-
nance & credit analysis; marketing and attraction; strategic planning; 
entrepreneurial & small business development; managing economic 

development organizations ;neighborhood development strategies; real estate de-
velopment & reuse; technology-led economic development; workforce development 
strategies

As highly competent economic development professionals, Certified Economic 
Developers work with public officials, business leaders and community members 
to create leadership to build upon and maximize the economic development sector.  
Excellence in the economic development profession improves the well being, quality 
of life and opportunities for individuals, businesses and communities. There are 
currently only 1,100 active CEcDs in the United States.

FRAISE

The specific rate ad-
justments and overall 
impacts to customer bills 
will be available when the 
company files its revised 
tariffs.

Today’s decision enables 
the company to move 
forward with new energy 
solutions for customers. 
These include lower cost 
Time of Day pricing, a 
lower cost Second Na-
ture program and more. 
Details on these programs 

will be available online in 
early 2018.

The IUB also approved 
continuation of the 
transmission rider, which 
adjusts customer rates 
based on transmission 
costs approved by federal 
regulators. This will allow 
customers to quickly 
receive benefits related 
to lower corporate taxes 
from the company’s trans-
mission providers.

The company contin-

ues to review the written 
decision order from the 
IUB. Parties have 20 days 
to ask the IUB to rehear 
or reconsider its deci-
sion. Until that process 
is concluded, the IUB’s 
decision is not final and 
the information provid-
ed in this news release is 
subject to change. A copy 
of the IUB’s written order 
is available on the Iowa 
Utilities Board website as 
docket RPU-2017-0001.

New utility rates to be finalized
IUB - Continued from Page 1
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Michael J. Stayline, 66, of Mesa, AZ and formerly of Fort Madison, IA, passed away 
on Saturday, February 3, 2018 at Mountain Vista Hospital in Mesa, AZ.  He was born 
on August 29, 1951 in Fort Madison, IA to James E. & Lottie M. Kircher Stayline, Jr.  
He worked at Armour Dial for many years in Fort Madison and enjoyed working on 
boats and marine equipment for many people over the years.

Mike is survived by: 1-daughter: Nika Salemi of Miami, FL; 1-nephew: Keith 
Landis of Fort Madison, IA & 1-brother in law: Rich Mueller of Mesa, AZ.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, 2-sisters and an infant brother, James Stayline III.

Per Mike’s wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Fort Madison.  No services are planned and burial will take place 
in Sacred Heart Cemetery.  Online condolences to Mike’s family may be left at the 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

LaVerne Smith, 78, of Donnellson, Iowa passed away at 11:48 P.M. Friday Febru-
ary 2, 2018 at the Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Born October 28, 1939 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the daughter of Anthony 
Kuczmarski and Mary M. Marshall Smith.

Survivors include her children: Darryl Smith, Darlene Fischlein, Dwayne Smith, 
Larry Smith, Gregory Smith, Thomas Smith, Kathleen De Angelis, LaVerne Smith, 
Anthony Smith, Kevin Smith, Kimberly Smith and David Smith. Also surviving are 
many grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, one daughter Darlene Smith, two broth-
ers Bernard and Richard Smith and one sister Darlene Smith.

LaVerne was of the Catholic Faith. She enjoyed reading, coloring and especially 
singing and fishing.

Friends may call and meet with the family from 1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. Tuesday at 
the Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 P.M. Tuesday February 6, 2018 at the Schmitz 
Funeral Home in Donnellson with Fr. Dennis Hoffman officiating.

Burial will be in the Evangelical Cemetery near Donnellson.
In lieu of flowers a memorial has been established.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
The Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.
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Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly. Visit Us Online! • www.grrwa.com • facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

New Beginnings
      Twenty

Celebrate
8Teen

!
Thank you to all of our customers who helped us 

reduce our environmental footprint in 2017! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority is 
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage 

our environmental footprint and help educate our 
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:
Please do not place plastic bags in recycling bins.

Rinse & Clean all food jars and cans before 
placing in recycling bins. 

Flatten boxes for better storage and volume 
reduction. *Empty all boxes before recycling.

Place all recyclable products loose in bins. 

Do not recycle wrapping paper.

Properly dispose of all electronics and household 
hazardous waste. Click Here for more guidance! 

For your convenience:
• Convenient Drop-Off Locations in 10 cities

• Curbside Recycling Bins are available at our 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

• HHW Collection Available by appointment during regular 
business hours at our Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

OBITUARIES

MICHAEL J. STAYLINE

LAVERNE SMITH

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.grrwa.com
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ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?
Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS TUESDAYS 9AM-3PM
Or to apply online, click this ad or go to http://careers.wlfoods.com

We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org
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CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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OPINION

They don’t make the headlines. Their names are not in the box scores. They don’t 
make the all-star teams. But some of the most important individuals in high school 
sports are the contest officials.

These individuals are so important that, in fact, there would be no organized 
competitive, school sports without the men and women who officiate these contests 
every day across the country. Subtract the dedicated men and women who officiate 
school sports and those sports would no longer be organized; they would be chaotic.

In some sports, officials 
are retiring faster than new 
licenses are being issued. 
The worst-case scenario is 
that junior varsity, fresh-
men and middle school 
games are being postponed 
– or even cancelled – be-
cause there are not enough 
men and women to officiate 
them.

Anyone looking for a 
unique way to contribute to 
their community should consider becoming a registered official. For individuals who 
played sports in high school, officiating is a great way to stay close to the sport after 
their playing days have ended. Officiating helps people stay in shape, expands their 
social and professional network and offers part-time work that is flexible, yet pays. In 
fact, officiating is a form of community service - with compensation.

“Officiating is a difficult avocation, but a big part of it is building life skills for 
yourselves and others,” said NFHS Hall of Fame official Gary Christiansen, a Mason 
City native who officiated state championships in four Iowa sports over the course of 
a nearly 50-year career.

“If you’re going to be successful in any field, it’s about developing and learning how 
to deal with the people around you. Whether they’re athletes, coaches, fans, or other 
officials, you want them to grow as people and understand that what you learn from 
an event is more than the final score.”

Christiansen recently retired from officiating varsity level contests, but he still 
watches games and tournaments year-round with his experienced eye on the action 
and on the officials.

“When I started in the late 1960s, I thought I would be officiating in the NFL 
within six months,” Christiansen said. “Young people just have to be patient and give 
themselves a chance as officials. Then, coaches and parents have to help give them 
that chance. That’s tough to do.”

Another benefit of officiating is that individuals become role models so teenagers 
in the community can learn the life lessons that school sports teach. Students learn 
to respect their opponents, the rules of the game and the importance of practicing 
good sportsmanship thanks, in part, to those men and women who officiate. And the 
objectivity and integrity that officials display is an example that every young person 
needs to observe firsthand. In short, communities in our state and around the coun-
try will be stronger because of the life lessons officials help teach the next generation.

Officiating is a great way to stay connected to sports and to give back to the local 
school and community. We need dedicated men and women to become involved so 
school sports programs can continue to prosper for years to come.

“My theory has always been that high school and middle school athletics are de-
signed to be part of the educational process,” Christiansen said. “Very few people are 
going to go and play and participate in sports beyond high school. But you have to 
learn how to win and learn how to lose. It’s part of life.”

Individuals interested in learning more about becoming an interscholastic official, 
and even beginning the application process, can do so at https://www.iahsaa.org/
officials/.

By Bob Gardner, Executive Director of the National Federation of State High School 
Associations and Alan Beste, Executive Director of the Iowa High School Athletic Asso-
ciation.

IHSAA, national school leaders 
tout value of officiating

Wyrick, Mohrfeld 
qualify for state swim

BY PCC STAFF

MARION - Two area swimmers qual-
ified for state Saturday at the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association district meet 
in Marion at Linn-Mar High School.

Central Lee’s Blake Wyrick qualified in 
three different events and Holy Trinity 
Catholic’s sophomore Jacob Mohrfeld 
qualified in the 100-meter breaststroke.

In the 200-yard medley relay Wyrick 
anchored Burlington High School’s team 
of Kale Schuff, Matthew Rowland, and 

Josh Gulick to a qualifying 2nd place 
finish with a time of 1:40.12. That mark 
set a new Burlington High School swim 
team record.

Mohrfeld took a qualifying 4th place 
finish in the 100-yard breaststroke with 
a time of 1:02.44, just one second behind 
Rowland’s 3rd place finish.

In the 50-yard freestyle, Wyrick quali-
fied with a 3rd place finish at 22.20, just 
.42 secs off the pace. He also qualified in 
the 100-meter freestyle with a 48.54 2nd 
place finish.

 Mohrfeld also finished 7th in the 200-
yard individual medley.

 The BHS swim team finished in fifth 
place with 234 points as a team.

Central Lee’s Wyrick 
qualifies in 3 events

A local 10u indoor soccer team placed third out of 14 teams in their 
division last week in Dubuque at the Winter Iowa Games. The Lee 
County Strikers, sponsored by Welch’s Insurance in Donnellson, 
consisted of back row: Coach Antonio Estrada, Colton Taft, Ky-
ler Beelman, Evan Fogarty, Carson Morrison, Emma Seitz, Asst. 
Coach Jerry Taft.  Front Row: Zach Estrada, Reilynn Turnbull, 
Gage Van Ausdall, Austin Fogarty.

Courtesy PhotoStrikers 3rd at Winter Games
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 

www.drmarkdds.com

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Wine
Roses

Wine
Roses
 & &

Fresh Flowers, Roses, Bears, 
Balloons, Chocolates & Wine

1135 Ave. E • Ft. Madison, IA 
319-372-3675 • www.4arose.com

Flower Shop Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4; Sat. 10-3 • Bar Hours: Wed.-Sat. 5-11

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

PUBLIC NOTICES

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
February 6, 2018

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA 52639

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Approve Tuesday, January 

30, 2018 Board Minutes 
Consider Approval of 

Claims 
Public Input 
Review Applications and 

Consider Appointment of 
Weed Commissioner 

Consider Board of Super-
visors Salaries for FYl 9 

Consider Approval of 

Resolution Setting Elected 
Officials Salaries and Em-
ployees Covered by Person-
nel Policy

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Raising Credit 
Card Limit for Assistant En-
gineer Consider Approval of 
Class B Beer Permit for Tri 
State Gun Club, Montrose 

Consider Approval of 
Class C Beer Permit for Tri 
State Outdoor Products 

Consider Approval of Tax 

Abatement Resolutions (6) 
Personnel Actions:

A. Step Increase-Health 
Department

Reports:
A. Commission of 
Veteran Affairs Minutes 
of Meeting
B. Commission of Vet-
eran Affairs Quarterly 
Report
C. Treasurer’s Report of 
Fees Collected

Commission or Commit-

tee Reports
Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI

Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

Place
your ad

online 24/7

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.leecounty.org


School Age Care 
Program Supervisor 

Wanted
Holy Trinity Early Childhood 
Center has an opening for a 
School Age Care Program 
Supervisor. This is a full-time 
(benefits eligible), year round 
position that requires the fol-
lowing qualifications:

• Associate’s Degree in Ed-
ucation or Early Childhood; 
Bachelor’s Degree pre-
ferred

• 2+ years experience work-
ing in a youth program or 
education

• Must be at least 18 years 
of age

• Able to pass a background 
check and complete train-
ing as required by Iowa 
DHS

• Enthusiastic and patient in 
working with children

Holy Trinity Early Childhood 
Center is also seeking sub-
stitute associates for our 
preschool and childcare pro-
grams.

Please contact
Stefanie Drollinger at 

stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org

or 319-372-6428
for application information.
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One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

JOB OPPORTUNITY
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

• Production Supervisor – 2484
Are you seeking a career with an industry leader in 
its field, one that has a solid track record of perfor-
mance, and strong roots in its local community?
Are you looking for an opportunity to grow and de-
velop in a high-speed environment? Are you a leader 
that thinks outside the box, enjoys challenges, en-
gages people and can positively influence a culture 
of teamwork? 
If so come join our team!  Our next production super-
visor will be responsible for directing production as-
sociates to execute tasks, emphasizing safe behaviors 
and quality measures to meet the production needs 
required to package liquid consumer products. This is 
a salaried leadership role that leads a team of approx-
imately 50 people. 

Qualifications: B.S Degree in a relevant discipline re-
quired.

Benefits: Extremely competitive Health, Dental, & 
Vision coverage.  Unbelievable 401K with company 
match, and discounted stock purchasing program. 
Generous vacation policy, and much more!  
 

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call Morgan at (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

Buffalo61 Bar & Grille
Now Hiring

The Buffalo61 Bar & Grille is 
now hiring for all positions:

• Cooks
• Servers
• Bartenders
• Hosts

Experience is a must.

Must be able to work in a 
fast-paced environment 
where outstanding custom-
er service reigns and must 
be available beginning mid-
to-late February for training.

Fill out an application or 
turn in your resume at The 
Buffalo, 2016 South Main 
Street, Burlington, IA 52601.

No Phone Calls.

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 189528W-00

We Offer Competitive Wages 
and Comprehensive Benefits 

Package

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers

Under Search Jobs: Click - 
US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information 

and requirements
   

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an
E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports

the “I Hire Vets” program

Beautiful 1 Bedroom 
Apartment

Prices for nightly, weekly, 
& monthly stays available. 
Enjoy access to downtown 
Fort Madison in a historic 
building in the FM’s main 
street district. 

Text 319.371.7753

Fully furnished
for your convenience

Epson 69 Black and 
Color C/M/Y Ink

Cartridges 
(T069120-BCS)

Combo 4/Pack . Box opened, 
but cartridges are not - pur-
chased wrong package for 
my printer. Regularly $62.99, 
will sell for $50.00. Call Lee 
at (319)371.4125 or email 
sales@pencitycurrent.com.

Buffalo61 Bar & Grille
Now Hiring

The Buffalo61 Bar & Grille is 
now hiring for all positions:

• Cooks
• Servers
• Bartenders
• Hosts

Experience is a must.

Must be able to work in a 
fast-paced environment 
where outstanding custom-
er service reigns and must 
be available beginning mid-
to-late February for training.

Fill out an application or 
turn in your resume at The 
Buffalo, 2016 South Main 
Street, Burlington, IA 52601.

No Phone Calls.

the classifieds
HELP WANTED MERCHANDISE 

FOR SALE
APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

SELL YOUR STUFF
FREE AD

Run your private party ad 
free of charge for 7 days. 

Merchandise for sale, lost & 
found, to give away, etc.

Up to 200 words & 1 photo

with a

Place your ad online 24/7 pencitycurrent.com
Email sales@pencitycurrent.com • Call (319)371.4125

Advertise your 
service business

90 days • 
Only $2499

Up to 150 words 
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@
pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

mailto:stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://www.dupont.com/careers
mailto:sales@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com


Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622
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319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

so much districts can do. So it would be good to be able to take advantage of that 
money that is already being spent around the state.”

She said extending the funding wouldn’t allow the district to access that money 
to build a new elementary school because they are currently using those funds to 
pay off the middle school. However the district would be able to access some of the 
funds for other projects.

“It doesn’t help us with building an elementary but where it could help is im-
provements at the high school. It could help there immediately,” Slater said.

Slater said there’s been some negative press on the S.A.V.E. where districts used 
the money for athletic facilities, turf, football fields, and such and she said new 
language in an extension could address those issues.

She said a 1.5% supplement aid number has been heard coming from Gov. Kim 
Reynolds’ office. But a state house bill is recommending a 1% increase, which 
would push the current $6,664 per pupil funding by $67 to $6,731.

“It’s still low historically but it’s better than 0 and it’s better than 1,” she said of 
Reynolds’ number. “It’s difficult when you take a look at budgets and try to support 
all the needs we have, especially when you look at special needs. We need to be 
providing the best services we can to each individual child. That can be costly but 
that’s our responsibility and vouchers would be something that would hurt that.”

House File 9, currently being debated, would provide for much of the $6,660 
toward a private school and Senate File 2089 would allow education grants for stu-
dents that would be partially funded by monies allocated to public schools.

Slater said those bills would do harm to the district.
“It would hurt public schools’ resources and would have a huge negative impact 

financially,” Slater said. “Part of the frustration from public educators is not only 
are your resources leaving - money, students, but they’re going into an environ-
ment where transparency and regulations for assessment are not there. We have all 
this transparency, and which we should, the public should know what we’re doing 
absolutely, but when you go to an environment where we have these regulations 
and there’s no accountability on the other side to be competitive - that’s very frus-
trating.”

She said area elected officials have been supportive of her concerns.
“I’ve gone up the last two years,” she said. “It’s a great opportunity to meet and 

at the same time explain to them what the need is as far as southeast Iowa and 
rural districts and how those needs contrast to urban areas who typically get more 
attention.”

her tail. She is no longer the bully with the loss of her feathers, and hangs back 
on the fringes of the flock, trying not to be noticed. Ginnie feels sorry for Buffy 
and asks about her almost daily. I tell Ginnie that Buffy is getting her just due 
(poultry justice, if you will), but Ginnie still wrings her hands and asks about 
her.

I usually gather the eggs and do the chicken chores around 10:00 in the morn-
ing. I have found that by this time, the hens have usually laid their eggs, and I 
can let them out for the day to roam the farm.

One morning it was rainy and dark. I went out at 10:00 as usual. On approach-
ing the hen house, I typically call out to them and they start clucking in anticipa-
tion of the bread crumbs I give them. I heard no clucking on this rainy morning. 
I threw open the hen-house door and, I’ll be danged, the hens were still in bed! 
I couldn’t believe it. 10:00 in the morning! Guess they like to sleep in on rainy 
mornings just like humans. Well, then there was the big “fly down” from their 
roosts, like wild turkeys in the woods. They gobbled up their bread crumbs. 
There were only a couple of eggs in the nests that morning and I had to go back 
out around noon to gather the majority. Sleepy heads!

The hens like to hide their eggs. I have nice laying boxes for them, and they 
may use the laying boxes or they may not. Sometimes I find little clutches of 
eggs scattered about in various nooks and crannies. This winter the hens’ egg 
production dropped off drastically. Of the 13 hens, we had been getting a dozen 
eggs daily like clockwork. Suddenly, there were only a couple of eggs. I had been 
anticipating a drop in egg production as hens often go into a molt in the winter, 
lose their feathers and stop laying. I begrudgingly accepted the fewer eggs. Then 
I noticed a huge nest of eggs cleverly hidden under a ramp. Those boogers had 
been hiding their eggs! I’m pleased to say there has been no drop in egg produc-
tion all winter.

We give away a lot of eggs. There’s no way Ginnie and I can eat a dozen eggs a 
day, although we love farm fresh eggs. It’s fun giving away eggs, and people line 
up for them. It’s such a happy gift! At my creative writing class on Saturdays, I 
give away a dozen eggs as a door prize for the best story, as voted on by the stu-
dents. The competition is stiff for those dozen eggs!

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

Current bills move public 
funds to private schools

FUNDING - Continued from Page 1

Adopted chickens causing 
chaos at Empty Nest farm
SWARM - Continued from Page 1

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 05 Feb

Snow
High – 14.6º F | Low – 5.7º F

TUE 06 Feb

Light Snow
High– 9.3º F | Low – 9.2º F

WED 07 Feb

Light Snow
High– 17.0º F | Low – 1.1º F

THU 08 Feb

Light Snow
High – 24.0º F | Low – 21.7º F

FRI 09 Feb

Light Snow
High– 39º F | Low – 25.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.webesalsa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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