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al Fort Madison Community Thanksgiv-
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Resident says 1996 LCCB bylaws still in effect

Bylaws language makes
document validity fuzzy

BY CHUCK lives outside the county in
VANDENBERG Burlington, but has told
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - As the
controversy surrounding
Lee County duck hunting
on the Mississippi River
continues to gurgle, a

crowds at meetings and
at Lee County Board of
Supervisors meetings that
he is looking for a place
in the county. However,
there is no current re-
quirement for him to live

West Point resident dug in the county according to
up some 1996 bylaws as the Lee County Employee
part of peeling back the Handbook.
layers of the board and Rusty Robbins, of West
operations of the district.  Point, who has been

At Tuesday nights regu-  critical of the operations

lar Lee County Conserva-
tion Board meeting, about
15 hunters sat through the
meeting and questioned

of the district since the
district blocked per-
manent duck blinds on
county owned property,

the board again on duck  addressed the board and
hunting, but also deer said he had come across
hunting, uniforms, and a copy of the board’s

the residency of district
Director Nathan Un-
sworth.

Unsworth currently

bylaws. During his com-
ments to the board, Rob-
bins said they came from
a former board member.

14
I'd like to get things straightened
out from before, let go of things from
before, and let’s look forward to the
future.”

-Rusty Robbins,
West Point resident

“Id like to get things
straightened out that hap-
pened from before, and
let things go from before
and let’s look forward to
the future,” Robbins said.

The bylaws Robbins
presented to the board
were from 1996 and they
do include a section that
would require Unsworth
to find residency in the
district within 90 days of
his date of hire. However
Unsworth said Wednes-
day that he has not been
made aware of any bylaws
utilized by the board and
he’s currently following

the county handbook
which does not require
county residency. He was
hired back in March.

“I talked with the coun-
ty attorney at 4 p.m. and
I asked him if these were
still in effect,” Robbins
said. “He said, as he could
tell, yes they are and the
board needs to be going
by these bylaws and if the
board wanted to change
them, they were free to do
that”

On Wednesday, Un-
sworth said hed reviewed

See BOARD, page 4

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
13-year-old Boy Scout Life-ranked Blake
Hemann is working toward his Eagle Scout
rank and showed the LCCB his Barn Owl proj-
ect at Tuesday’s regular meeting.

that outcome.

Union to appeal ruling
on collective bargaining

BY PCC STAFF

DES MOINES - AFSCME Council 61 President
Danny Homan issued the following statement
regarding today’s filing of an appeal to Chief Judge
Gamble’s ruling on October 30th:

“Today we filed an appeal to Iowa’s Fifth Judicial
District Chief Judge Gamble’s ruling denying sum-
mary judgment in our collective bargaining lawsuit.
From day one, we have recognized the likelihood
that this case would end up in the Iowa Supreme
Court, and today’s appeal takes us one step closer to

“We have no timeline for knowing whether or
not the Supreme Court of Iowa will hear our case,
but we will never stop fighting for the rights of
Iowa public employees. Republicans at the Capitol
thought they could silence us by gutting the collec-

See APPEAL, page 3

Lee County may begin attack on poverty

Program looks at front-end
training to avoid poverty

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - An international program aimed
at solving generational poverty may be coming to Lee
County.

The project, called Bridges Out of Poverty, looks at
the specific issues facing communities, counties or
regions and helps guide the implementation of plans to
help combat the issues that are keeping those communi-
ties from climbing out of poverty.

Dennis Fraise, chief operating officer of the Lee
County Economic Development Group, said the pro-
gram could be beneficial in building a stronger work-
force in Lee County.
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Fraise became interested in the pro-
gram after reaching out to Vern Reed for
information about the Building Bridges
- A Southeast Iowa Initiative in Burl-
ington. The local program was started
by Vern who is an At-Risk instructor at
West Burlington High School, and his
wife Cindy.

“Vern Reed started this program, He’s the one that
spearheaded it in Des Moines county and his initiative
is for southeast Iowa. I thought it might be something
applicable down here. We struggle with our unemploy-
ment rate and we look for ways to build our workforce,”
Fraise said Tuesday.

“I thought Bridges, after meeting with Vern, was a
really good program and addressed some of the things
we're dealing with as well in helping people getting a leg

FRAISE

See BRIDGES, page 8
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Chamber to
hold FM Day at

Carver-Hawkeye

Tickets on sale now for 12/29
game against Northern Illinois

Submitted article

FORT MADISON - After a couple year hiatus, Fort
Madison Day at Carver Hawkeye Arena is back! The
Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce has once
again partnered with the University of Iowa Athletics to
secure premium seating for the community to enjoy an
Iowa Men’s Basketball game. This year, we will cheer on
the Hawkeyes as they take on the Northern Illinois Hus-
kies on Friday, December 29th at 7:00 pm. Tickets go on
sale Wednesday, November 15th at 10:00 am at the Fort
Madison Partners office, located at 614 9th Street.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC A number of businesses in the community have
Fort Madison Rotarians, from left to right, Larry Smith, Matt LaFrenz, Tim Gobble, and Dave | stepped up to help us provide a t-shirt with every ticket
Poland run the spin bikes upstairs at the Fort Madison YMCA on Tuesday as part of a fund- purchase. “We are excited to have the community sitting

in the stands of Carver Hawkeye Arena all sporting a
Fort Madison Day t-shirt!” exclaims Savanna Collier,
Chamber Coordinator. Tickets will be available for $10
for children and $15 for adults. The Chamber is also

VOl u ntee rS Sti | | n eed ed for CO m m u n ity d i n n e r partnering with Burlington Trailways to offer a bus ride

to Iowa City for the game. Bus tickets will cost $5 per

raiser. Spinners came and went through the day raising close to $2,000 for the club.

FORT MADISON - The annual Fort Madison Community Thanksgiving Dinner is still looking for volun- person.
teers to help put on the event. Tickets and t-shirts will be available before Christmas
Anyone wishing to help can sign up for shifts on Tuesday, Wednesday and/or Thursday to help with a vari- and will make the perfect gift for that Hawkeye fan in
ety of tasks that help make the event a success year after year. Last year more than 900 meals were served to your family! To ensure prompt delivery, the opportunity
community members including those in the area who can’t get out or cook for themselves. to purchase tickets runs through Thursday, November
To volunteer simply call 319-561-0535 and pick which shift you would prefer to help with. Tasks range 30th at 4 pm. Tickets ordered after November 30th are
from helping with turkeys to cutting pies, serving, delivery, clean up. and dining room help. not guaranteed a t-shirt with their ticket purchase.
‘ The committee is also taking orders for delivery by calling the same number. This is a free event put on by Other perks are being negotiated at this time with the
the sponsorship and contributions of many local organizations and volunteers. Athletic Department at the University of Iowa.

§Tﬁ€ H Quality senior assisted living
< uf%lgffsiﬁquﬁ A little help goes a long way.

and Primrose Path memory care

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day
special for residents and their families. Our
team focuses on helping residents make the

memories they want to make and help provide

life residents experiences to remember!

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips
~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events
~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more!

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to
Join our Facebook Family!
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For the Record/Weather

For the Record

Fort Madison
Police Report

1113117 - 4:22 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
toareportofahit&runin
the 1700 block of Avenue H
1111417 — 2:45 a.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 3000 block of Avenue H
1111417 - 11:47 a.m. - Fort

Madison police arrested Jer-

emiah James Palumbo, 23,
of Fort Madison at the North
Lee County Courthouse on
a warrant for probation vio-
lation. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
11/14/17 - 10:43 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Dustin Chauncey Brecount,
36 of Fort Madison in the
1500 block of 20th Street

on a charge of posses-
sion of stolen property.
He was taken to Lee
County Jail and held.
11417 - 2:34 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a larceny/theft in the 900
block of Avenue G.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report
11/13/17 - 12:00 a.m. - Lee

County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Kashon Allen-Shy-
quill Tasco, 21, of Cedar
Falls, in Hancock County,
on two warrants for violation
of probation. He was taken
to the Lee County Correc-
tional Center and jailed.
1/13/17 - 2:26 p.m. - Lee

County Sheriff's deputies ar-

rested Tecarl Leroy Delano

Steele, 27, of Keokuk, at the
Lee County Sheriff's office,
on a warrant for violation

of probation. He was taken
to the Lee County Correc-
tional Center and jailed.
11/13/17 - 5:03 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Samuel Dean Moy-
ers, 33, of Burlington, in Des
Moines County, on a warrant
for failure to appear/con-
tempt of court. He was taken
to the Lee County Correc-
tional Center and jailed.
11/14/17 - 3 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Adam Ray Sutton,
39, of Fort Madison, in the
1600 block of Avenue A, on
a warrant for escape for cus-
tody by a felon and a judge-
ment hold. He was taken to
Lee County Jail and held.

111417 - 7:23 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Charles Roy
Hemphill, 51, of West Point,
no arrest location given,

on a charge of OWI-2nd
offense. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire &
Rescue Report

11/13/17 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to
one structure fire at 2020
Avenue E, six medical calls
and gas investigation
11/14/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to one gas alarm and
two false fire alarms.

Homan says lowans will keep the fight

APPEAL - Continued from Page 1

tive bargaining law, but they underestimated the power
of working Iowans determined to reclaim their rights”
On Oct 30, Gamble denied AFSCME’s motion for a
summary judgement against H.E 291 and Homan said
the union would continue to pursue the lawsuit.
“Chief Judge Gamble agreed that AFSCME proved
disparate treatment of similarly situated individuals

under H.F. 291. Some unionized public employees

are granted privileges and immunities in the form of
collective bargaining rights that are not equally granted
to all unionized public employees’ He did not feel that
we fully disproved the excuses given by the State for
this unequal treatment by lawmakers,” Homan said on
the 30th.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 16 Nov

Clear Skies
High— 38.2° F | Low — 35.0° F

FRI 17 Nov

Moderate Rain
High—47.9°F | Low —44.7° F

SAT 18 Nov

Light Snow
High—40.2°F | Low - 28.2° F
SUN 19 Nov

Light Snow
High— 28.4° F | Low —23.4° F

Mon 20 Nov

Clear Skies
High— 30.6° F | Low — 27.2° F

OpenWeatherMa

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today I
Paid options also available. E

Griffin’s Famous
[Lowve Tihet [Reyel [Flusih Speciel

is back for a limited time only!

v v v ¥

SAVE $40 SAVE $30 SAVE $20 SAVE $5

on your on your on your on any
choice of choice of choice of 1 flush
4 flushes 3 flushes 2 flushes

Griiffinisikeepsiyeulinformed toXfimish
thnelighitextforgemail inSpEetion
appointment morne

Schedulesyelg
appeintmengenlines
WA utiiencom
or celll 19=872-2478

SAVE $50
on all
5 flushes

*Mention this ad
for discounts!

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Like us on Facebook!
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Area News/Current-lee

NarioNaL REcycLING Day 1s Nov. 15™

NOW IS THE TIME TO START PREPARING OUR WORLD FOR A BETTER FUTURE!

JoIn
THE
MOVEMENT!

IMPLEMENT THESE SIMPLE STEPS TO CREATE A HEALTHY FOOTPRINT

MONDAY CREATE SPACE:

Create and indoor space for all your recyclables.
Pick up recycling bins at our Ft. Madison or Keokuk facilities.
Curb side pick up is available. Check the city websites for details.

GO PAPERLESS:

Decrease your need for paper products.
Elect for paperless statements, digitize shopping lists,
documents and more!

WEDNESDAY i eTo AV y F SN 2

Make a conscious effort to not use your waste bin.
Recycle or compost any items that have an end of life solution.

THURSDAY

REUSE:

Instill new life in items you would normally toss out.
Such as jars and containers, clothing, paper products
and more.

COMPOSTING:

Build or purchase a composting bin for food & yard waste.
Use your composted goods to better build a
healthy garden in the Spring.

ZANIVA\® PROCUREMENT:

Only purchase what is made to be recycled.
Look for the recycling symbol on the packaging.

SUNDAY ENJOY:

Sit back, relax, and enjoy a
healthier, happier, cleaner Earth!

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, 1A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa

|CURRENT-LEE
The original Ivy Bake Shoppe now

taking orders for holiday treats

Uptown Ivy (319)754.5924 or visit us at
514 Jefferson Street, downtown Burl-
ington. Visit us online at www.ivybake-

shoppe.com.

Remember the original Ivy for your
holiday desserts, sweet trays, catering, &
gift certificates. Order yours by Tuesday,
December 21st. Call us at Burlington

Board, director surprised by bylaws
BOARD - Continued from Page 1

the bylaws and said he hadn’t seen them before and couldn’t say what the current
standing of the bylaws is.

“Some of this stuff is from the Iowa Code standard. This is from the 90s. Some of
this could have been voted down at another point...I have no idea. Some is accurate
and some of it’s pretty good. But no I hadn’t seen it,” he said.

Unsworth said Robbins had asked for bylaws and he said he looked for them, but
hadn’t come across any copies in the files he’s gone through. Unsworth said he’s still
going to operate under the guidelines of the Iowa Code and the Lee County Hand-
book.

After Tuesday’s meeting, board Chairman Harry Sylvester said he was surprised by
the bylaws and said he didn’t recall seeing the document before either.

The document also has an article 10 that requires a yearly review of the document,
however, Lee County Attorney Clinton Boddicker said it’s a gray area whether the
document needs to be approved annually.

Article 10 of the document reads - “These bylaws shall be reviewed by the con-
servation board each year at the November board meeting and approval or amend-
ments proposed for revisions or corrections, amendments may be proposed at any
regular meeting but must be again considered at the next regular board meeting, in
open session, before adoption. Adoption shall require approval of at least four (4)
board members”

The bylaws were approved by the board at its May 1996 meeting. The bylaws also
have an Article 1, that reads “Chapter 350, 1994 Code of Iowa, is the governing au-
thority, and the purpose, power, and duties as defined and set forth in said Chapter
will control the functions of the conservation board, its employees and its facilities.”

Connie Hudson, the district secretary said she came on board in 2014 and no
bylaws have been voted on, amended, or reviewed since she’s been recording the
meetings. However Hudson said she would have to dig up copies of minutes from
November meetings dating back to 1996 to know for sure what has happened with
bylaws since that date.

Boddicker said he received a copy of the bylaws yesterday and said he has dis-
cussed bylaws with Unsworth, but the discussions focused on having bylaws as a
good practice.

“I got a copy yesterday and I haven’t read through them with a fine-tooth comb,”
he said Wednesday evening. “Code says the conservation board shall have author-
ity to enact bylaws. I don’t think there’s anything that says that you have to have
them. I've advised the board that they ought to have bylaws. I think I suggested it
to Nathan about a month ago and until yesterday, I was under the impression there
were no bylaws, until it was brought to my attention. I said as a matter of procedure
bylaws are a good idea and they should look into having them.”

Section 350.3 of the Iowa Code states the county conservation boards shall have
the power to adopt bylaws, however no language in the code says bylaws are required
of the boards.

Boddicker says he’s been fielding lots of calls about board meeting procedures
since the permanent blind flare up happened.

Two weeks ago Unsworth asked for committee members to volunteer to sit on a
commiittee to visit the permanent duck blind issues. Wednesday was the last day to
volunteer for the committee and Unsworth said he will review that list and set a date
for a meeting.

In other action, the board

« heard from Life Scout Blake Hemann on a Eagle Scout project he’s working on
to provide a haven for barn owls. Hemann said he wanted to build 10 of the wooden
houses around the county to help provide a place for the owls. He said the owls help
keep rodents and insects under control. Hemann was asking for help in determining
the best place to put the houses.
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

IS now seeing patients
on Wednesdays
In the downtown
Fort Madison office

(Scém@/maﬁ,ﬂmmiﬁa’a/

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-753.2515 319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care Burlington Family Dentistry
319-394-3255 319-752-7993
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512 & S804 WOCDILAND EISIEIES o It Meadisem, i

Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage
Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades

Condominium Features:
3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite,
Private Deck & Patio
Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

Exclusive Residence Features:
- Landscaping, Building Exterior & Winter Maintenance Provided
Prlvate Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio

Don’t Pay
Utilities

Don’'t pay utilities - Check
out this newly remodeled

one bedroom apartment in

302833 rdiStreeeE AV adisonlal

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet
2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor
Open Floor Plan
Finished Basement
Spacious Yard
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

4 700 et o Weest it Ty

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings!
3 Car Garage
Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity
Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area

Main Floor Laundry
Large Storage Room

New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

(Calltillitolviewfanylofitheselbeautifuljhomes!;

Call: 319-470-2540

Follow us on Facebook!  www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com

*#HyperLocalSuperFresh

downtown Fort Madison.
I's move in ready with new
floors, new appliances, and
a brand new state-of-the-
art HVAC system. Call or
text today (319)371.7753.

YOUR
AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

WHAT THIS PLAGE NEEDS
IS ACTIVE PLAY EVERY DAY.

Thanks to our work with NFL PLAY 60, we’ve brought fun fitness programs
to more than 35,000 kids. And it can happen here too.

Place your ad
online 24/7

m To donate or volunteer, go to UNITEDWAY.ORG.
unci BECAUSE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE LIVE UNITED. Way A

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machlne operator experience
Pay:
Pay: $17. 17 per hour plus $0. 30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay:-$t+-50-per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

118 Avenue E « West Point 3032 Avenue E « Fort Madison 15 15th Street « Fort Madison
3BR « 1BA « 1 car garage 3BR « 1BA « 1 car garage 3BR « 4BA « 3 car garage
Listing #20166662 Listing #20166815 Listing #20166815

2188 Old Denmark Road E 48th Street
14.65 acres « 638,514 sq. ft. 50.82 acres « 2,213,719 sq. ft.
Listing #20162574 Listing #20162779

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR « 2BA « 3 car garage
Listing #20165688

939 Avenue G

Turn Key Office Space
Listing #20165675

————

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

=y
i

(319) 372-4040 « 903 Avenue G « Fort Madison « www.seia.rapmls.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Saturday, November 25th « 10am - 2pm
Downtown Ft. Madison « Avenue G

Shop Downtown Businesses for
Store Specials All Day' Long!

i\

!oddprinting.com

CarniageiRidesioKidsiCrafts
leatskl@arolerskeFRoladExpress

VisifSantasfron¥l0amE¥NoonyattS/RASZthiS A TIUNS
f Thank To O S W
ank You To Our Event Sponsors:

DOllh()use Dreams WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Connection Bank, Casebine Credit Union, State Farm - Thomas Klann,

Pilot Grove Savings Bank, Dawgs & Divas, Team Staffing, Small Business Saturday, IRIS CITY CLEANERS
North Lee County Historical Society, and Fort Madison Main Street 319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707

www.lrisCityCleaners.com
RODEO PARK REHAB Elevated Comfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”

Short-term ~Mark M.
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art

Glass Pre-Sale Event:

therapy gym .
Occupational, physical, November 10th 5_7pm Com(r;::;(;?tlve
and speech therapy :

located at Chuong Garden $10.00 each
712 9th St. * Ft. Madison

Pick up your “ ” to receive $5.00 Off a
. . , . urchase of $25.00 or more at participatin
We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! P Wine Walk |0cati0n£_ pating
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting Golden Ticket’s good Sat. Nov. 18th - Fri. Dec. 1st
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo! 21+ Event, valid |.D. required.
Downtown Fort Madison Ticket Locations:
Ft. Madison Partners Office « Under the Sun « Funky Cowgirl

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

Boulders Inn & Suites )
Fort Madison. Towa Like us on Facebook!

4901 Ave O

Fort Madison, [A 52627
Tel: 319-246-1401
319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street’ Fort Madiso“, IA www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Commemorative Glasses $15.00 each after Glass Pre-Sale Event.
For further details visit us on Facebook by clicking this ad,
call 319-372-5471 or stop by our office 614 9th St. Ft. Madison

Cuson FLetsorrr - Ofricay OY lovernbies 7th

- nL> Join us durin
YOUR S o | |
C;] l V(él I ﬁ))v/ er?jf)?grl(;rngléostezlzwcﬁilrlldof
- wines and beers!
year

1135 Ave. E * Wednesday-Saturday 5:00pm

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent

State Farm Agent FDICA dCD 5 =
2623 Avenue L -insure Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!
Fort Madison, IA 52627 %
Bus: 319-372-5982 1 . 2 5 e
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Bridges program attacks the “disease” of poverty

BRIDGES - Continued from Page 1

up”

Fraise and Fort Mad-
ison Partners Executive
Director Tim Gobble,
have started putting plans
together to look at imple-
menting the program lo-
cally. An initial meeting to
discuss the program will
be held Thursday and a
planning session has been
tentatively set for Thurs-
day, Dec. 7, which would
include half-day training
sessions to get the process
started in Lee County.

Fraise said the Bridges
program is used across the
country and even in some
other countries.

“Our goal is to bring it
to Lee County. It’s not my
or Tim’s intention to lead,
but we'll be the catalyst
and try to fill the room
with trainees and see
where it goes from there.

Reed said he and Cindy
have been the unofficial
At-Risk personnel at West
Burlington for close to 20
years until Vern landed
the job officially. He said
the program makes it eas-

‘ier for those suffering with

generational or situational

poverty to find answers.

“In some ways I be-
came involved by acci-
dent. I run The Corners
at WBHS that makes me
the school’s at-risk dude,”
Reed said. “I lobbied for
this because we needed
to do something for kids.
But she and I have been
defacto at-risk people for
20 years. The great thing
here is that if kids know
you are willing to care -
they will find their way
to you. When I became
the official At-Risk with
Corners, we heard about
Getting Ahead training in
Dubuque put on as part of
the Bridges out of Poverty
program.”

Reed said he attended
the training session and
was quickly convinced
that the program was
something that could be
implemented in southeast
Iowa. The Bridges pro-
gram has Getting Ahead
training sessions and
Staying Ahead training
sessions and celebrates the
classes with graduations.

So he approached the
West Burlington admin-

istration to help bring the
program to Des Moines
County.

“We think we needed all
of this in SE Iowa,” Reed
said. “Our superintendent
Dave Schmidt asked us
if we thought it could
make a difference. When
we told him we thought
it could have an impact
locally, the school gave
us $6,000 and brought a
training to WBHS and
out of the gate we had
100 people there and that
was in December of 2015.
Since then it’s exploded”

He said he felt like it
was the right information
at the right time for many
in the training session and
subsequent training ses-
sions, because it provides
tools to attack the causes
across class lines to make
a difference.

“Bridges challenges
us to look at poverty
differently;” Reed said.
“That first training in Lee
County will be the first
big kickoff. We need to
get as many people to
that training, businesses,
service groups, educators,
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We need to get as many people,
to that training...businesses, service
groups, educators, as possible as it

challenges the way we view poverty...”

-Vern Reed,
Bridges advocate

as possible as it challenges
the way we view poverty
and offers solutions in
the process. The other
side is the high octane
Getting Ahead in a just-
getting-by-world. It’s very
powerful with research
and learning that helps a
person understand what
it takes for a meaningful
life”

Reed said the pro-
gram is a southeast Iowa
initiative and not just a
Burlington, West Burling-
ton or Des Moines County
effort. He said he’s excited
to see Lee County and
possibly Henry County
get programs up and run-
ning as well.

He said people from
Lee County have been
involved in some of the
training programs in Bur-
lington and he’s even had
a class visit the Elliott Test
Kitchen in Fort Madison.

“People in Lee County
have been to training here

and Dennis reached out to
me this summer to learn
more and others reached
out to us this fall to see
how it would impact un-
employment,” Reed said.
“In that meeting we said
‘let’s make people more
aware of what Bridges
looks like and how we do
business as a community..
And because our school
paid for us to be trainers
we can do this at low or no
cost for the community”

Funding for the pro-
gram is obtained through
service organizations,
grants and local founda-
tions. He said Kiwanis,
Murray Trust, Great River
Health Systems, Win-
egard, and a vareity of
other groups have been
integral in funding the
initiative.

“For Lee County, the
beautiful thing about
Bridges is that you take
research and learning and
apply it to specific circum-

stances. Lee County’s pro-
gram will look different
than Burlington’s and Mt.
Pleasant may look differ-
ent than yours,” Reed said.
“However, because we've
been in the process there
are some things we can do
to help in regards to what
it might look like. Our
goal is to serve as the re-
source to Lee County. The
reality is that we're here to
learn and help each other.
To make a difference that
can last instead of treating
the symptoms of poverty.”

He said the program
would be complimentary
to, say LCEDG’s Manufac-
turing 101 program.

“That’s a great program,
but if a person doesn’t
have a better understand-
ing of what it takes, as far
as middle class norms and
rules, just that class won’t
help them enough,” he
said. “Adding that other
piece first is a great way to
attack the problem. Before
we didn't have that tool-
wise to make things better.
We've just been dealing
with the symptoms of
what is the disease. We
don’t mean ‘disease’ to
place blame, but we deal
with what it is. Bridges has
taught us we can spend
years on blame but if we
don’t attack it nothing
changes”
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