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Turn Your Clocks Back

SATURDAY

Nannette Griffin, center from Griffin Brake and Muffler, dressed up with her staff as the 
Sanderson sisters from Hocus Pocus at the 19th Street Trick or Treat Thursday night be-
hind Kempkers True Value & Rental. Families lined up outside the Kempker’s warehouse 
for goodies, hot dogs, and drinks. Food was provided by Fareway Meat & Grocery and 
other businesses joined to make a shivering good time.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCEngaging in a little Hocus Pocus

HTC one 
win from 

state

CLASS 1A VOLLEYBALL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOSAUQUA – It was about 48 minutes of volleyball 
and suddenly Seymour’s season was over.

The Lady Warriors put up very little struggle as the 8th-
ranked Holy Trinity Crusaders rolled to a 25-4, 25-11, 
25-7 sweep at Van Buren High School Thursday night.

The game was originally scheduled to be played at Fort 
Madison High School, but the Iowa Girls High School 
Athletic Association moved the game on Wednesday.

Tuesday’s Class 1A regional final will pit the Crusad-
ers against 7th-ranked New London at 
Fort Madison High School beginning at 7 
p.m. New London disposed of WACO 3-1 
in New London on the other side of the 
bracket Thursday night.

HTC and New London have split match-
es this year, but the Tigers hold a 4-3 game 
advantage over HTC on the season.

Seymour bows out after sweeping Moravia and Wayne 
in three games each. Holy Trinity got a first round bye 
and then swept Burlington Notre Dame Monday at home.

The Crusaders raced out to an 8-0 lead on the 8-8 of 
serving from sophomore Kassi Randolph. Randolph 
missed on number 9 giving Seymour it’s first point. 
Seymour’s McKinley McClure would offer up a serve, but 
HTC’s Claire Pothitakis had an attack blocked and then 
came back with a kill to get the side out.

HTC would then race out to a 14-1 lead with senior 
Maille Sheerin serving six straight including an ace. 
Pothitakis had a kill go wide right at 14-1 for the side out, 
but senior Avery Hopper would record a kill to the center 
wood to give the ball back. Pothitakis would get the rally 

See REGIONALS, page 6

No. 7 New London and No. 8 
Crusaders square off Tuesday 
for right to go to Cedar Rapids

FREESMEIER

Hawes joins Pen City Current sales team
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Pen City Current is proud to an-
nounce an addition to its sales staff.

Martha Hawes has joined the staff as a digital market-
ing sales consultant and brings close to 10 years of retail 
experience to her new role.

Hawes is a wife and mother of a four-month old and 
has lived in Fort Madison her entire life.

She’s spent time on staff with County 
Market, Family Video, and Shopko in 
Fort Madison before moving to Lowe’s in 
Burlington for six years. After a short stint 
with Complete Rental in Fort Madison she 
moved to Baxter Construction’s office and 
has been there for the past 3.5 years.

Hawes said she’s looking forward to the challenge of 
marketing local businesses and helping them reach a 
wider customer base through the digital options at her 
disposal.

She said meeting new people is always a joy for her and 
now she can use that passion to not only build a career, 
but help others with their careers as well.

 “I believe I’m up for this challenge because I love 
meeting new people and getting to help them,” Hawes 

said.
“I think being familiar in Fort Madison and the sur-

rounding areas will be advantageous because being in a 
small community there’s at least one way to connect with 
anyone, whether it be through a friend or family mem-
ber.”

Hawes said living in Fort Madison her whole life has 
allowed her unique opportunities to get to know many 
families and she understands the role each person can 

“I’ve lived here my whole life so I’ve gotten to know a 
lot of people and a lot of people know me through my 
parents and siblings. But I genuinely enjoy helping others 
and advertisement sales is just that, helping others grow 
their business.”

Pen City Current editor and co-owner Chuck Van-
denberg said he’s confident Hawes can hit the ground 
running.

“She’s certainly connected and has history with people 
in and around Fort Madison. I think she’s gonna make an 
exceptional addition to our staff.”

Hawes is just part of a restructuring of Pen City 
Current that includes bringing aboard award-winning 
reporter John Bohnenkamp and former Fox Sports Radio 

HAWES

See CURRENT, page 3
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

 10/30
3 6 28 32 44
Star Ball: 2

All Star Bonus: 4

 10/30 MID-DAY
0 7 0

10/30 EVENING
7 0 0

 10/30 MID-DAY
4 7 1 7

 10/30 EVENING
6 0 9 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

 10/30
19 22 52 56 67
Powerball: 21
Power Play: 2

OBITUARIES

FRANKLIN JAMES PETERSON
Franklin “Frank” James Peterson, 85 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died at 7:12 am 

Wednesday, October 30, 2019 at his home.  He was born May 1, 1934 in Wisconsin, a 
son of Alfred and Hazel (Thomas) Peterson.  On October 2, 1954, he married Elaine 
Jahner in the St. Augustine Catholic Church in South St. Paul, Minnesota.   They had 

six children: Dave, Dick, Roberta, Don, Jane, and Judy, and they just 
celebrated 65 years of marriage.

Frank was employed at Dial for more than 30 years, transferring 
from South St. Paul in 1973, moving his family to Donnellson, Iowa.  
In the 1960s, he and Elaine were owners of Diamond Cab Company 
in South St. Paul.  In 1988, Frank and Elaine moved to Fort Madison.  
Frank was active in his Catholic faith community his entire married 
life.  He was a longtime Minnesota Twins fan, although he became a 

stalwart Chicago Cubs fan in Iowa, often dreaming of a Twins-Cubs World Series.  
He was satisfied in 2016 when the Cubs won the Series.

He is survived by his wife, Elaine Peterson of Fort Madison; Dave (Peggy) Peter-
son of White Bear Lake, Minnesota; Dick (Patricia) Peterson of Woodstock, Illinois; 
Roberta (Doug) Danielson of Fairfield, Iowa; Don “Pete” Peterson of Fort Madison; 
Jane (Tom) Finn of Batavia, New York; and Judy (Greg) Stuecker of West Point, Iowa; 
13 grandchildren: Matt, Kevin, John, Michael, Lisa, Catie, Ellen, Adam, Brian, John, 
Michael, Mari, and Sara; five great grandchildren: Ava, Aiden, Anthony, Gideon, and 
Penelope; Austrian Family: Eva, Romy, and Richard Kaufmann; sister-in-law Donna 
McAndrews, nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents, seven 
siblings: Dennis Peterson, Doris Bishop, Wayne Peterson, Helen Peraziana, Robert 
Peterson, Ione Sanders, and Lester Peterson; one daughter-in-law Lauretta “Ret” Lay; 
and a Foreign Exchange Student from Austria, Josef “Sepp” Kaufmann.  

A rosary will be recited at 2:00 pm Sunday, November 3, 2019 at the Barr Me-
morial Chapel, Fort Madison.  Visitation will follow the Rosary, with a Christian 
Wake to begin at 4:00 pm Sunday afternoon at the funeral home.  Mass of Christian 
Burial will be begin at 10:00 am Monday, November 4, 2019 at Sacred Heart Church, 
Holy Family Parish, Fort Madison with Reverends Joseph Phung and Nick Adam as 
Con-Celebrants.  Burial will be at Sacred Heart Cemetery, Fort Madison.  A memo-
rial has been established for Holy Family Parish and Catholic Relief Service, contri-
butions may be made at the church or the Barr Memorial Chapel.  Barr Memorial 
Chapel is honored to serve the Peterson family and an online guest book may be 
found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com

PETERSON

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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For the Record/Weather
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 01 Nov

Clear
High– 36.5º F | Low – 33.1º F

SAT 02 Nov

Clear
High– 40.6º F | Low – 32.2º F

SUN 03 Nov

Clear
High– 49.9º F | Low – 38.8º F

MON 04 Nov

Overcast
High– 50.5º F | Low – 45.2º F

TUE 05 Nov

Moderate Clouds
High– 44.0º F | Low – 31.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

Kansas City’s Dave O’Hara. Bohnenkamp contributes 
editorial content and sports coverage in addition to 
sitting sideseat with O’Hara on the O’Hara & Bohnen-
kamp livestream and podcast that’s part of the Pen City 
Current brand.

“We’re just gonna keep throwing stuff at you and see 
what sticks,” Vandenberg said.

Hawes can be reached by phone at 319-316-3621 or by 
email at martha@pencitycurrent.com.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/29/19 – 8:00 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Kristopher Lee Amberger, 
50, at the police station 
on a charge of OWI-1st 
offense. He was released 
on a promise to appear.
10/29/19 – 10:30 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Christopher 
Michael Flores, 38, listed 
as homeless on a charge 
of violation of a no contact 
order. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/29/19 – 10:37 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 200 

block of Avenue E.
10/29/19 – 3:41 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1800 block of Avenue G.
10/29/19 – 4:04 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1200 
block of 35th Street.
10/29/19 – 5:58 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
1600 block of Avenue M.
10/30/19 – 7:27 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in thee 
1600 block of Avenue M.

10/30/19 – 11:25 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Kimberly Michelle 
Brewer, 39, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 3000 block of 
Avenue O, on a warrants 
for failure to appear on 
three separate charges. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/29/19 – 12:44 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Stoy-
an Nikodjevic, 40, of 
Fort Madison, at the Lee 
County Jail on a warrant 
for voluntary absence from 
custody and a judgment 

hold. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/29/19 – 6:03 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jared Richard 
Altgilbers, 30, of Keokuk, 
at the Burlington Residen-
tial Facility, on a warrant 
for parole violation. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/29/19 – 6:26 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jake Ryan Wells, 
28, of Burlington in the 400 
block of N. 4th Street in 
Burlington, on a warrant 
for probation violation. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/29/19 – 11:00 p.m. 

– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested James R. 
Sizemore, 38, of Roanke, 
Ill., no location listed, on a 
warrant for failure to appear 
and a charge of possession 
of a controlled substance. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/30/19 – 4:27 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jason Matthew 
Myhre, 41, of Donnellson, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a warrant for a judgment 
hold. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 5:25 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 218 at 

exit 19. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven 
by Amy Diane Spears, 
54, of Wayland, failed to 
negotiate the exit turn 
and struck a sign. No 
injuries were reported 
and Spears was cited for 
failure to maintain control.
10/31/19 -5:40 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Alexander Mi-
chael Schweitzer, 23 of 
Fort Madison, at the Lee 
County Jail and warrants 
for assault with injury 
and failure to appear. He 
was held in custody.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

CURRENT - Continued from Page 1

Hawes to help promote 
new PCC programs

https://www.thepzazz.com/catfish-bend-casino/sportsbook/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
mailto:martha@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-40001135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Call Lee at (319)371.4125 to advertise

PEN CITY CURRENT
Business Directory

http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Classifieds

IT COORDINATOR
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
is seeking candidates for the 
position of IT Coordinator. 

The IT Coordinator will man-
age computer equipment and 
technology used in class-
room and office settings.

The Ideal candidate will pos-
sess a degree in informa-
tion technology, computer 
science, or a related field. 
ACMT (Apple Certified Mac 
Technician) highly desirable.
Experience with classroom 
technology equipment in-
cluding projectors, document 
cameras, audio, etc. a plus.
Requires exceptional cus-
tomer service, oral and writ-
ten communication skills, 
and the ability to work in a 
team environment.

This is a full time position with 
a benefits package available.

Please send resume and 
cover letter to judi.dinwid-
die@holytrinityschools.org.

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Advertise
your service

business

1 Month 
Only
$5000

2x2 Business Card Size
ad with Social Media

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com
Call Lee

(319)371.4125

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

the classifieds
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Place your ad now! Call Lee – 319.371.4125

mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
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http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
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http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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From the Front

www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

We are honored to be chosen to care for the oral health
of your entire family.

 Skip the winter blues with a  
Winter Stay at The Kensington!

 Move in for a Winter Stay  
before December 1 and get  

your 4th month free!
 Winter Stay rooms have limited availability.  

Interested? Call Victoria at 

319.371.9136
vmatlock@kensington-evergreen.com

Senior Living & Memory Care

Stay for the 
Winter

3.3889x6_FTMD_WinterStay.indd   1 10/16/19   2:48 PM

FALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th Street • Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

Leagues:   1st & 2nd Grade   &   Mighty Mites (5 & 6 Yr Olds)

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

PRADO’S TRADING POST
EST. 2018

Live Bait • Fur Hats • Tackle
Wed.-Fri., 7am-12noon

Sat. 8am-4pm
or call for an appointment
(319) 371-9001 or 

(319) 470-5153

1222 33rd St., Fort Madison, IA 52627 • pradostradingpost@yahoo.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

going again and Seymour couldn’t respond to the Crusad-
ers’ power up front.

Hopper would record three more kills in the rally and 
junior Bailey Hellweg would clean up the first game serv-
ing five straight and recording three aces for the 25-4 win.

Hopper who is known for big blocks on defense and 
some well placed taps for kills said she’s filling her role 
but the offense usually rotates to Pothitakis.

“It just has to do with getting set up,” Hopper said. “I’m 
in the front with Claire a lot and she’s an amazing hitter 
so we try to work the ball over to her.”

Pothitakis had just one kill in the first game, as the 
Crusaders’ service game kept Seymour from being able to 
get into it’s offense.

The second game started quickly again at 11-1, but 
Pothitakis took control with five kills in the rally. Maria 
Rauenbuehler went 9-9 serving in the run including two 
aces to start the game. She also just missed a diving dig 
on a McClure kill at 8-1.

Seymour would cut the gap to 16-6 when the Crusaders 
got a case of the yips at the net. Pothitakis and Hopper 
both missed attacks – one wide and one long. Freshman 
Brooke Mueller would also go wide to allow the Warriors 
to get within eight. But after another long attack by HTC, 
Mueller recorded a kill for the side out.

Hellweg and junior Taylor Crabtree both went ace and 
error on two service attempts allowing Seymour to stay 
within 10 at 20-10, but Pothitakis and Randolph found 
wood, and Hellweg ended the game with a kill from the 
center.

It was much the same in game three, but Seymour 
did hold a lead at 3-2 in that game when junior Katie 
Denning hit wide. That’s about all the fight the Warriors 
would have as Sheerin reeled off six straight including 
two more aces.

Sheerin would miss on seven, but Seymour would get 
whistled for four hits turning the serve back over to HTC 
where Pothitaks went eight clean from the service line 
with the Crusader front rotation in full gear recording 
five kills in a row, two by Hellweg and Hopper and one 
from Mueller to make it 16-5.

Seymour would manage just two more points, one on 
an HTC missed serve and the last on McClure kill as Holy 
Trinity ran away on a 9-2 run.

Hopper said she and Sheerin are trying to provide lead-
ership on the floor, but she said whoever is on the floor 
knows what her role is.

“We just been working really hard during the season 
and I think the seniors on the floor and those coming off 
the bench help to get everyone going,” Hopper said.

“But in the end everyone pretty much knows what to 
do and that helped us take control tonight.”

Head Coach Melissa Freesmeier said Hopper sees the 
court very well and mixes in swings to the deep corners 
to keep the other side off balance.

“They’re not sure what they’re going to get with her on 
the front line and that attributes to how hard she’s been 
working, along with the rest of the team, as the season’s 
progressed.”

Freesmeier said with the score getting lopsided she had 
to challenge the kids to stay focused.

“We did the things we needed to do to keep it as lopsid-
ed as it was,” she said.

“I thought our kids did a great job of keeping it reined 
in. We had some errors, but we hit the ball well tonight. 
That’ll happen you lose a little focus when you get that far 
ahead.”

Pothitakis finished with a team-high 11 kills on 18-21 
hitting. She was also 16-16 serving with two aces and 6 
digs. Hopper had eight kills and Randolph finished with 
seven, to go with a team-high 20 assists on the night.

Rauenbuehler had seven digs to lead HTC. Sheerin was 
13-15 serving with face aces and Hellweg was 9-of-10 at 
the line with four aces.

Warriors put up little challenge as Crusaders roll
REGIONAL - Continued from Page 1

Junior Bailey Hellweg (24) attacks from just off 
the front line in the first game of HTC’s 3-game 
sweep of Seymour in the Class 1A Region 8 
semifinals at Van Buren Thursday night.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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