
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI) is now able to identify the Fort 
Madison Police Officer involved in the shooting during 
the late evening hours of December 10, 2019.

Officer Cory Brown, a six-year veteran of the po-
lice department responded to a 911 call at the Scott’s 
Miracle-Gro warehouse reference an armed individual 
within the facility.

Upon arrival, Officer Brown encountered Robert 
Allen Elfgen and fired his duty weapon, striking Elfgen. 
The facts and circumstances are being investigated by 
the DCI and upon conclusion, will be forwarded to the 
Iowa State Attorney General’s office for review.

Officer Brown remains on paid administrative leave.

Law enforcement was called to the Scotts facility 
on the city’s west side at about 10:56 p.m. where the 
suspect had entered the building and was running 
through the building armed before being shot. The 
shooting incident was a spillover from another inci-
dent that happened at about 10:15 in the 3100 block of 
Avenue O where another male in his 50s was shot in 
the neck.

The victim was taken to Fort Madison Community 
Hospital and then transferred by air to an area hospital.
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DCI names officer who shot armed man
6-year veteran Cory Brown 
shot, killed West Point assailant

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – A Lee County program that gives 
area students an inside look at manufacturing careers 
graduated 12 more students Tuesday morning.

The Lee County Economic Development Groups 12 
Plus fall program graduated a dozen county students 
after they gave presentations to area manufacturers and 
economic development officials.

Central Lee teacher Chuck Banks has been the in-
structor for the program the past two years and said the 
curriculum continues to open the eyes of students to 
possible careers out of high school or even later in life.

“The value is that it allows students to see real world 
mathematics, real English, real communications in ac-
tion and to see that its not just factory work anymore,” 
Banks said.

“It’s a technologically advanced society and these 
students have no idea it’s applied here. It allows them 
to not only learn real life skills, but also to advance to 
an understanding that there’s a lot of good paying jobs 
available.”

The students go through a curriculum that includes 
onsite visits and tours of county manufacturers, resume 
building skills, mock interviews, and a final project 

Central Lee senior Ethan Diephuis accepts a handshake and certificate from Chuck Banks at 
Tuesday’s 12 Plus Program graduation at Central Lee High School.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Plus 12 kids roll out grad projects

FM board may 
push for levy

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A consultant with Estes Con-
struction updated the Fort Madison School board 
Monday night on some preliminary cost estimates for 
needed work at three schools, and a recommendation 
was made to pay for the improvements with a physi-
cal plant levy.

Estes Construction Vice President Paul Neuharth, 
presented the school board with initial assessment 
summaries at the board’s regular meeting at the 
school administration office.

The assessments looked at Richardson, Lincoln and 
the high school and investigated electrical, mechani-
cal, plumbing, safety and security issues, but did not 
address any upgrades or enhancements for education-
al purposes.

The company was hired by the district’s Director of 
Operations Nic Chiri for $22,000 in late October after 
hearing from a facilities committee set up to look into 
the conditions of the district’s buildings.

Neuharth said the assessment isn’t finished but 
should be by the end of the year. After that is com-
plete, Estes staff will complete a Qualitative Learning 
Environmental Outcome (QLEO) analysis.

“This part is where we’re starting from and the next 
part is the QLEO analysis and that tells us what we’re 
gonna do,” he told the board.

Neuharth said nothing has been decided on how to 
resolve any of the assessment results.

Each school assessment was broken down into 
four categories: Safety and Security, Building Im-
provements, Site Improvements, and Planned Capital 
Improvements.

See PPEL, page 2See LCEDG, page 8
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Obituaries/From the Front

Ft. Madison Main Office:
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111 Carbide Lane
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‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember
that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.

Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials
used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping
your Christmas green!

OBITUARIES

TERRY EUGENE KING
Terry Eugene King, 74, of Oceanside, CA and formerly of Ft. Madison, passed 

away Friday, December 13, 2019 at his home after a battle with pancreatic cancer.
 He was born on July 11, 1945 in Ft. Madison to Willard and Wilhelmina Bax-

ter King.  On April 21, 1970 he married Kathaline “Kathy” Mueller and they later 
divorced.  He then married Barbara King on September 13, 1994.  
Terry served his whole career with the US Marine Corp and retired as 
Master Gunnery Sergeant after thirty years of service.  He served in 
several different locations including the United States, South Vietnam 
and Japan.  Terry received several decorations including Meritori-
ous Service with Gold Star, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Combat 
Action Ribbon and the Humanitarian Service Medal. Also received 

the National Defense Service Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, Vietnamese Service 
Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, Meritorious Unit Commen-
dations, Good Conduct Medal and Letters of Appreciation, Sea 
Service Deployment Ribbon. Terry enjoyed traveling and going 
to movies.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara King of Oceanside, CA; 
one daughter, Christine (William) Bowker of Ft. Madison; one 
son, Terry Deon (Shelly) King of Elko, NV; three grandchildren, Grant Niggemey-
er, Kinnedy Niggemeyer and Dakota King; a step daughter, Desiree Hernandez 
of Oceanside, CA; three brothers, George King of Murray, KY, Derr Edward King 
of Missouri City, TX and Richard King of Ft. Madison; one sister, Gayle King of 
Murray, KY; several nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents, a 
brother John and a nephew, Robert.

 Per his wishes, his body has been cremated.  There will be a graveside service held 
at at a later date in Oakland Cemetery. King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory is 
assisting the family and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

KING

At Lincoln, the assessment concluded with a preliminary cost estimate range of 
$5.2 million to $6.4 million with only one urgent improvement, which was pro-
viding a new secure entrance. The assessment pointed to seven required improve-
ments, which are typically code-based improvements, and four recommended 
improvements.

Richardson had a higher cost estimate at $7.7 million to $9.3 million with a new 
secure entrance, as well as roofing, openings, structural repairs and tuckpointing 
listed as urgent. Eight items were listed as required and two were recommended.

The complete breakdown of the assessment can be found at: https://www.fmcsd.
org/2019/12/16/facility-committee-reviews-estes-findings/

At Fort Madison High School, the assessment carried a preliminary cost estimate 
of $11.2 million to $13 million and had no urgent recommendations.

Board member Carol Ross, who sits on the facilities committee along with board 
members Dianne Hope and Brian Steffensmeier and school staff, said it was the fa-
cilities committee’s recommendation to put a PPEL (Physical Plant and Equipment 
Levy) in front of voters in March to help pay for some of the improvements.

 “Diane, myself and Brian saw the presentation last week and we talked about it 
and it is our recommendation that the board consider a voted PPEL,” Ross said. 

“We should talk about that at our meeting in January on the 6th and we would 
get to do that for zero tax impact.”

Ross’ statement of a zero tax impact means that the property taxpayers in the 
district won’t see an increase on their tax bill if the PPEL vote is passed. Passage 
would only require a 50% +1 simple majority. The previous general obligation 
bonds required a supermajority vote of 60% +1 vote.

That vote, if the board approves to put the PPEL fund increase on a ballot, could 
take place in March. It would be a property tax levy that would carry a cost per 
$1,000 of equalized assessed valuation on property in the district.

According to a statement posted on the school’s website from the facilities com-
mittee, the PPEL levy is the best way to go in light of recent defeats of bond issues, 
as the best way to start improving district facilities. The statement also indicates its 
possible that $22 million could be freed up if in 2021 the district were able to pay 
off the sales tax bonds used to build the junior high.

 “As the community is aware, we have tried four times to get a GO Bond passed. 
Our reality is that our oldest buildings need substantial and costly maintenance 
and improvements and we are at a point where this needs to be addressed.  With 
that in mind it is the recommendation of the facilities committee that the school 
board pursue a vote of PPEL (Physical Plant and Equipment Levy) in March of 
2020, at a time where it will have a zero tax impact on taxpayers in the Fort Madi-
son Community District. To pass, the voted PPEL will need voter approval to be at 
50% +1. The PPEL is utilized by school districts across the state of Iowa to provide 
funding for maintenance projects, repairs, and purchase of transportation equip-
ment.”

The committee is also looking to put together another committee for future steps 
in the process. That committee would include district parents, students, elected 
officials, school staff, and additional community members, who will help formulate 
long-range plans for the facility improvements.

PPEL - Continued from Page 1

Vote could come in March on levy

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
https://www.fmcsd.org/2019/12/16/facility-committee-reviews-estes-findings/
https://www.fmcsd.org/2019/12/16/facility-committee-reviews-estes-findings/


Pen City Current - Wednesday, December 18, 2019 - 3

Local News/For the Record
Pothitakis girls fire up 

Central Park scarf program

Samantha Pothitakis wraps one of many scarves around trees in Cen-
tral Park. Pothitakis and her sister Nicole have been adorning the trees 
with the winter wear in a Share-A-Scarf, Wear-A-Scarf program in Fort 
Madison.

Courtesy Photo

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – For the 3rd year the Pothitakis twins, Samantha and Nicole, 
have set up their annual Share-A-Scarf, Wear-A-Scarf program in Fort Madison’s 
Central Park.

The girls set up this program to help others in need and to help those in the com-
munity. The seniors at Holy Trinity Catholic School have placed dozens of scarfs in 
Central Park, tied around trees for anyone to take that may have a need for them or 
their children. The girls indicate that they have found it rewarding to not only those 
that take a scarf, but for themselves as well.

“It has been such a great project. To see the number of scarfs taken in our small 
community confirms our guess that there are so many kids out there that could use a 
fun and warm accessory for the winter,” Samantha Pothitakis said.

What makes it even better this year has been the fact that most of the scarfs were 
handmade.

 “Rosie Schroeder heard about our project and over the past several months knit-
ted us dozens of scarfs to give out this year. Her work is amazing and for her to reach 
out and provide us scarfs was so appreciated,” Nicole said. 

They want anyone that needs a scarf to head to the park and grab one they like. 
The girls check the park repeatedly and then add to the supply when it gets low.

For the Record
Fort Madison Police Report

12/16/19 – 9:18 a.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 1700 block of Avenue E.
12/16/19 – 10:03 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 3400 block of Avenue N.
12/16/19 – 10:29 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 

the 2400 block of Avenue L.
12/16/19 – 10:47 a.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 5000 block of Avenue O.
12/16/19 – 11:37 a.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 2100 block of Avenue H.
12/16/19 – 12:00 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police arrested Cody Sheri-
dan Collins, 29, of Fort Madison 

at the Lee County Jail on charges 
of Arson 1st-degree and Reckless 
Use of a Fire. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
12/16/19 – 2:52 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 1000 block of Avenue C.
12/16/19 – 5:44 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 3900 block of Bluff Road.

12/06/19 – 10:05 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Austin 
Dean Schuelka, 30, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1500 block 
of Avenue H, on warrants for 
violation of parole and a controlled 
substance violation. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County Sheriff’s Report
12/16/19 – 12:22 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident in 
the 2400 block of 255th Street. 
According to the report, a vehicle 
driven by Paige Michelle Auge, 17, 
of Fort Madison was headed west-
bound on 255th and lost control on 
snowy conditions and slid across 
the roadway into eastbound 
traffic where she collided with a 
vehicle driven by Francis Leroy 
Spiesz, 73, of Farmington. No 
citations or injuries were reported.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

12/14/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.
12/15/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
four medical calls and two 
reports of gas odor.
12/16/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
three medical calls.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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Sports/Lottery Numbers

 12/16
11 20 21 38 45
Lucky Ball: 17

12/16 MID-DAY
5 9 0

12/16 EVENING
0 5 5

12/16 MID-DAY
6 1 6 4

12/16 EVENING
2 0 7 4 

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS
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Lady Hounds move over .500 on the year with wins
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
A solid win over West 
Hancock Tuesday night 
put the Fort Madison 
Bloodhound girls bas-
ketball team over. 500 on 
the year.

The 50-37 win fol-
lowed a 42-39 win Mon-
day night on the road at 
Danville to set the girls 
at 4-3 on the year.

Fort Madison had 
comfortable lead at half-
time at 24-17 and then 
opened up the third 
quarter with a 8-0 run 
before West Hancock”s 
Malarie Ross, who led all 
scorers with 19 points, 
hit a 3-pointer from the 
right side.

The Bloodhounds 
stretched the offense out 
behind the perimeter 
which allowed more 
movement and drives off 
the dribble. Junior Bran-
dy Walker fired in six 
points in the quarter and 
senior Sara Bernhart 
also added six, mostly 
from offensive rebounds.

The Hounds defense 
only allowed five shots 
from the field in the 
quarter and outscored 
the Titans 16-10 as Fort 
Madison pushed the 
lead to 40-27 at the end 
of three.

The Hounds hit a 
shooting slump to start 
the final period con-
verting just one of their 
first five shots, but made 
3-of-4 from the free 

throw line to keep pres-
sure on West Hancock.

West Hancock 
wouldn’t get any clos-
er than 16 until Ross 
converted a couple free 
throws and a bucket 
with less than a minute 
remaining.

Sargent said the win 
was one of the higher 
quality wins of the year 
for Fort Madison.

 “That’s a good ball 
club we played. They 
only lost to Quincy 
Notre Dame by seven or 
something and Quincy’s 
one of the better schools 
over there,” Sargent said. 

“We haven’t played a 
full game. We shot better 
tonight, we blocked out 
and hit the boards. We 
did a little bit of every-
thing better tonight.” Sargent said Nadia 

Boeding played strong 
defense on top and Da-
lyn Wondra had a solid 
night off the bench. But 
he said the game turned 
on Walker and Bern-

hart’s play under the 
basket.

“Brandy finally came 
out and she could do 
that every night,” he 
said. 

“I knew they’d have a 

mismatch problem with 
her and so I wanted to 
pull her out. We put 
her inside early and we 
forced it so I told her I 

The Bloodhounds’ Brandy Walker reaches out for a rebound in Tues-
day night’s 50-37 win over West Hancock. The Lady Hounds are now 
4-3 on the year.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See HOUNDS, page 5
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Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 18 Dec

Mostly Sunny
High– 24.0º F | Low – 22.1º F

THU 19 Dec

Clear
High– 35.7º F | Low – 31.8º F

FRI 20 Dec

Overcast
High– 38.0º F | Low – 30.8º F

SAT 21 Dec

Clear
High– 41.9º F | Low – 34.7º F

SUN 22 Dec

Clear
High– 45.1º F | Low – 39.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

wanted her out because she’s got good moves with 
the ball.”

Walker said her confidence has been building 
since the beginning of the year and she’s getting 
more comfortable taking control with the ball.

“I had a better mismatch than I’ve had before. I’ve 
been building up my confidence since the begin-
ning,” Walker said. 

 “At Danville, I started taking my girl to the hoop 
and I thought if I started earlier in the game it would 
be more effective here.”

She said the addition of some new faces including 
freshman Camille Kruse has given the team a new 
look.

“This year we have a couple new faces that have 
been really helping. We’ve been talking better on 
defense and clicking better on offense. Its just we’re 
working better as a group.”

Sargent said this intensity should result in more 
wins than losses going forward.

“It really was a good team effort tonight. It was 

a great win, but we played well. If we play like this 
more often you’ll see more wins then losses,” he said.

 “But as long as we stay competitive every game, 
I’m happy.”

Walker finished with 12 points to lead a balanced 
scoring attack from Fort Madison. Kruse and Ber-
nhart each had 10 points on the night. Boeding had 
eight including two 3-balls in the first half, while 
senior Anna Kester had six points, Wondra had four.

On Monday night the Hounds erased at 16-11 
first quarter deficit and took the lead toward the end 
of the third quarter at 29-27. Fort Madison would 
then go on a 10-7 run to open the fourth period and 
would hold on for a 42-39 win over Danville.

Kruse and Walker both had 12 points to lead Fort 
Madison. Bernhart chipped in with 10. Kester added 
five and Boeding had three on the night.

Walker had nine rebounds on the night to lead 
Fort Madison.

The Bloodhounds travel to Keokuk Friday night in 
a girls/boys varsity doubleheader.

HOUNDS - Continued from Page 4

Girls beat Danville 42-39 Monday

The Hounds’ freshman Camille Kruse moves 
into the lane with a floater against West Han-
cock Tuesday night.

BY PCC STAFF

VAN BUREN – The 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
girls basketball team got 
behind early and then 
fell off a cliff against one 
of the best girls basket-
ball teams in the state.

No. 4 Van Buren host-
ed the Crusaders and 
quickly ran out to a 20-8 
first quarter lead and 
then outscored HTC 
16-7 in the seven in the 
second quarter.

But the steep hill the 
Crusaders found them-
selves in was nothing 
compared to the second 
half, where Van Buren 

held HTC to just two 
points running away for 
a 66-17 win.

No HTC girl had 
more than four points 
with Kassi Randolph 
and Claire Pothita-
kis eaching scoring a 
couple baskets. Ashlyn 
Haas chipped in with a 
3-pointer for her only 
points of the night. 
Avery Hopper, Brooke 
Mueller and Raquel 
Schneider all had two 
points on the night.

The Crusaders (3-3) 
host WACO in a girls/
boys varsity double-
header Friday night at 
Shottenkirk Gym.

No. 4 Van Buren rolls 
over HTC girls Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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resource — your employees — are protected.
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(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Give the Gift of Great Service
Gift Card Sale

Sale ends 12.23.19

$25 for $20
$50 for $40
$75 for $60

$100 for $80

$25 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order S250 or More

$50 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot 
combine with any other offers. One 

time use. Valid for a limited time only.

$10 OFF
Oil Change

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

Battery Check, Suspension Check,
All Fluids Level Check,

Radiator & Coolant Check,
Tire Check, and Lights Check.

PLUS Road Test

For faster service, please call ahead
for an appointment. Cannot combine 
offers. Valid for a limited time only.

$99.95
ALIGNMENT

SPECIAL
Includes:

Computerized Alignement,
Brake Inspection,
and Tire Rotation

Valid on most vehicles. Excludes 
parts. Cannot combine offers. Valid 

for a limited time only.

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm
www.griffinmuffler.com

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

Experience the
Difference

Call Martha today to advertise: 319.316.3621

PEN CITY CURRENT
Business DirectoryCHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Martha Hawes, Digital Media Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Lee County’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Advertise in a brand new way.
Martha (319)316.3621 • Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.staycobblestone.com/ia/fortmadison
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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Classifieds

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.aarp.org/caregiving
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that takes on a challenge 
presented from partner 
companies.

One of this year’s proj-
ects was how to deal with 
waste at ConAgra, specif-
ically looking for a more 
ecofriendly way to recycle 
the casings that meat 
comes packaged in.

The second project was 
how to attract possible 
employees to one of many 
open positions at Scotts 
Miracle Gro.

The third, which re-
sulted in a process flow 
chart from a group of four 
students on how to pump 
“Milk of Lime” at Climax 
Molybdenum through 
pipes and a tank.

The students in that 
project spoke with ven-
dors regarding possible 
pumps and valves that 
would be needed to create 
the fluid line. They also 
looked at safety mecha-
nisms that would be need-
ed on the line to protect 

workers.
The class consisted of 

11 seniors and one junior, 
Keagan Sapp.

Sapp said he was 
encouraged by Banks to 
be a part of the program 
because Banks new his 
future plans.

“Mr. Banks said it would 
be a great opportunity for 
me to take it,” Sapp said.

“It felt like a way that 
you can be brought into 
adulthood. It teaches you 
a lot about what goes on 
in manufacturing.”

Sapp said his biggest 
take away from the class 
was that manufacturers 
were looking for younger 
people and really seemed 
to care about their gener-
ation.

“They really do want us 
to succeed,” he said.

A connection he made 
at Steffensmeier Welding 
& Manufacturing could 
lead to employment 
for him after he attends 

Southeastern Community 
College for two years to 
get a welding certification.

Emily Benjamin, a rep-
resentative with Climax 
Molybdenum said it’s been 
exciting partnering with 
LCEDG and the students 
in the program.

“We’re very excited 
how this is growing. We 
thought the students did 
a great job, but I would 
stress to them that we as 

partners really want to 
help and be resources,” she 
said.

“The projects that we 
give, the students can take 
it as deep and detailed as 
they want.”

She said the group that 
came up with the process 
diagram had access to 
plant staff including an 
engineer to help them 
work through the math.

But the real value of 
the program is getting 
the students out into the 
real work environments 
and letting them see what 
opportunities are there, 
Benjamin said.

The Scotts group said it 
best when they said you 
just can’t understand it by 
looking at a power point,” 
she said.

“It’s going out and 
seeing and touring local 
industries and seeing 
how many different jobs 
there are. They also get 
to see that factory jobs 
aren’t what they think they 
are, and aren’t what they 
were 10 years ago. These 
are great paying jobs and 
we’re starting to see kids 
understand that.”

Banks said data on the 

success of the program 
is still being cultivated, 
but he believes that 50% 
or better that have gone 
through the program have 
come out with a contact at 
a local industry and that 
can have extended valiue.

“When I came back 
from military I went into 
manufacturing and I 
became a business manag-
er relatively quick. When 
I look at these students, 
I see them advancing 
and thriving especially 
with the amount of baby 
boomers retiring and the 
number of jobs that are 
going to be available,” he 
said.

Dana Millard, the eco-
nomic development proj-
ect director for LCEDG, 
who coordinates the 
program said she’s been 
pleased with what the 
students are taking away 
from the program.

“I was very pleased with 
how much the students 
were able to gain real 
world knowledge and ex-
perience through the team 
projects,” Millard said.

“Its always good to have 
that experience of contact-
ing vendors and suppliers 

and trying to get infor-
mation you need to fulfill 
your project.”

The program can take 
up to 20 students, but 
their is a process to qualify 
and that begins with con-
tacting respective school 
guidance counselors.

Millard said more than 
30 businesses partner with 
LCEDG on the program 
and provide assistance 
from mock interviews, 
to helping with resumes, 
all the way to offering up 
projects for the teams.

The projects take about 
six weeks, which comes af-
ter an introduction period 
in which, Millard said, the 
students learn some of the 
soft skills of getting and 
holding a job.

“Theres always room 
for improvement, but I’ve 
been really happy with the 
connections the students 
get through the program 
and how much growth I 
see from day 1 to gradua-
tion,” Millard said.

“Several students have 
gotten job offers from go-
ing through this class.”

Students accepted into 
the program for the fall 
were: Stephanie Ander-
son, Evan Pohren, Lokota 
Daniels, Keagan Sapp, 
Brieanna Septer, Logan 
Kramer, Colby Burdette, 
Gus Overstreet, Ethan 
Deiphuis, Devin Tweedy, 
Zeke Haps, Diego Lozano, 
Dalton Woolever, and 
Roger Mauck.

In May of this year, 
LCEDG received the 
Best in State Award for 
Business Retention & 
Expansion Overall Pro-
gram from Professional 
Developers of Iowa. The 
12Plus Program is part of 
the Grow Lee initiative to 
create a pipeline of local 
talent to help fill some of 
the skills gap issues facing 
the county now and in the 
future with baby boomers 
entering retirement.

LCEDG - Continued from Page 1

Students getting real world look at good jobs

The LCEDG’s 12 Plus program graduated another class of 12 students on Tuesday at Central 
Lee High School. The class runs for about a semester in the fall and the spring to help give 
upper classmen a detailed look at area manufacturers.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

http://www.fmchosp.com
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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