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A Fort Madison police officer looks for evidence at the end of the 800 
block of Avenue D, where a man was found Wednesday afternoon with 
a wound to his head, but had no information as to how he got the 
wound. The man was taken to FMCH and then transported to Universi-
ty of Iowa for further treatment.

Looking for clues Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Police, sheriff curious 
about injured man
CHUCK VANDENBERG

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The Fort Mad-
ison Police Department and the Lee 

County Sheriff ’s office are 
investigating an injury 
to a 19-year-old man on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Upon arrival in the 
800 block of Avenue D at 
about 1:10 p.m., police 
discovered a black male 

with an undetermined wound to his 
head. The man was stabilized by rescue 
personnel at the scene, including Fort 
Madison Fire and Rescue and Lee Coun-
ty EMS.

The man was then 
transferred to Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital 
and then transported to 
the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics for 
further treatment for his 
wounds.

Police Chief Tim Sittig wrote in a 
statement that it is unknown what type 
of wound the victim has and and there 
are still some unknown factors in the 
case such as how and why the person 
was injured.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber was at 
the scene and said the victim was disori-

SITTIG

WEBER

See INCIDENT, page 5

City campground ready for visitors

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madi-
son is now officially in the camp-
ground business.

At Tuesday’s regular city coun-
cil meeting, John Luna, the city’s 
management analyst said the city 

got their first tenant 
at the park this 
week. A person who 
was just traveling 
and stayed for eight 
days. Another per-
son is coming in a 
couple of weeks and 

staying for several months while 
moving to the area.

Luna said the city put about 
$25,000 of the city’s Quality of Life 

money into building the park. It 
was part of a larger $250,00o bond 
that was aimed at improvements 
earmarked for Rodeo Park.

“We built it with the quality of 
life money that was earmarked for 
Rodeo Park. I think we used about 
$25,000 for the campground,” 
Luna said. “We did a lot of other 
improvements out there, too.”

The idea came from City Man-

ager David Varley who, according 
to Luna, was up at Rodeo Park 
and noticed all the shaded area 
and what the rodeo had done with 
pedestals and said the city should 
develop the park for an all-year 
campground.

The city is promoting the new 
park on its website and Facebook 

See CAMPING, page 2

LCHD gets out in 
front of bond issue

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Lee County Health De-
partment is ramping up their efforts to convince Lee 
County voters the time is right to get the group a new 
building.

Julie Schilling, administrator for the LCHD, said con-
tinuing to operate out the group’s current facility is not 
functional to the services being provided 
and could be detrimental to the services 
going forward.

The proposed building would be just 
over 12,000 square feet with 9,900 square 
feet of staff and service area on the first 
floor and an additional 2,500 square feet 
in a basement for storage.

The Lee County Board of Supervisors approved a 
measure to allow the department to seek a referendum 
to bond for $2.6 million to build the facility.

Tammy Wilson, Financial Operations Director, said 
that would amount to a maximum $7.57 increase in an-
nual property taxes on a home with a $100,000 assessed 
valuation for home owners in Lee County.

See BUILDING, page 6

SCHILLING

LUNA

Facebook, website 
starting to draw 
visitors’ interest
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Obituaries/From the Front
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Call 319-372-2243 for more details.
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OBITUARIES

Sydney Ruth Knapp, 89, of Ft. Madison passed away 
on Wednesday, April 05, 2017 at 6:59 a.m. at the West 

Point Care Center.
She was born on March 28, 1928 in Ft. 

Madison to Donald and Helen Bradshaw 
Dowell.  On August 19, 1960 Sydney 
married James Edward Knapp in Bur-
lington.  She worked for eight years at 
Sheaffer Pen Co. and then was a home-
maker.  She enjoyed shopping, decorat-

ing, sewing and especially loved to dance.  Sydney was 
a former member of the Santa Fe United Methodist 
Church.  She loved her family very much and was a 
devoted Wife, Mother and Grandmother.

Survivors include her husband, James Knapp of Ft. 
Madison; two daughters, Terry Schneider and Lynn 
Snowden of Ft. Madison; three sons, David Knapp of 
Columbus, OH, Jamie (Jean) Knapp of Storm Lake, 
IA and Russell (Shaun) Knapp of Shawnee, KS; ten 
grandchildren; two great grandchildren and one broth-
er, Russell (Colleen) Dowell of Huntley, IL.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents.

Friends may call after 2 p. m. on Monday, April 10, 
2017 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory where 
the family will meet with friends from 4-6p.m..  The 
funeral service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
April 11, 2017 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cremato-
ry with Rev. Jim Luder officiating.  Burial will follow in 
Oakland Cemetery.

 A memorial has been established in her memory and 
online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

Sydney Ruth 
Knapp

KNAPP

Adolfo “Joe” Cruz Garcia, 63, of Ft. Madison passed 
away at 6:44 PM on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 at his home.

He was born on February 28, 1954 
in Brownsville, TX to Pedro and Elvi-
ra Cruz Garcia and was one of sixteen 
children born to them.  Adolph was a 
shrimper and enjoyed going to back to 
Texas for several months and spending 
time on the shrimp boat; he also was a 
painter.  He enjoyed gardening, tending 

to his plants and cooking.  Adolph was very giving and 
would help anyone no matter what they needed.  He 
especially loved helping people mow, paint and help 
them with their yardwork.  Adolph loved his children 
and grandchildren. He also had a passion for the Blues 
and loved to play the harmonica.

Survivors include; two daughters, Angel (Trent) 
Johnson of Ft. Madison and Stacey (Jon) Taylor of Ft. 
Madison; two sons, Jason (Misty) DeWitt of Williams-
burg, IA and Lance (Maggie) Guzman of Ft. Madison 
thirteen grandchildren, Amina, Analise and Riker 
DeWitt; Cruz, Noah, Jace and Carly Fedler and Zoe 
Johnson; Ciara Rascon, Trinity Wilson, Kaydence Wil-
son and Ava Taylor; Jackson Guzman.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
The Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, 

April 8, 2017 from 3-6 PM at Shopton Park in Ft. Mad-
ison.  Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established 
for the Ft. Madison Food Pantry and online condolenc-
es may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

Adolfo “Joe” 
Cruz Garcia

GARCIA

page and Luna said the word is starting to get out.
“We’ve been getting all kinds of inquiries about it 

on the city’s Facebook page so we’re hoping for a lot of 
business out there,” Luna said.

The park is managed by the city’s park department so 
overhead is minimal.

Luna was quick to add that there are several times 
during the year that grounds are not open to reserva-
tions due to events planned at the park.

He said obviously the campgrounds are not available 
from Sept 1-11 with the Tri State Rodeo underway.

Other dates that the campgrounds are not available 
in 2017 are Jun 3-4; July 14-15 and Sept 23.

The city campground at 2134 302nd Avenue has a 
rate of $15 per day with electrical service and $8 per 
day for tent camping. There are electric and non-elec-
tric sites and a shower facility on the grounds. The 
grounds have 10 lots with 20 amp service and 10 lots 
with 30 amp service.

The RV park at 2103 303rd Avenue has a $20 nightly 
fee with the same schedule as the city campground.

Registration is done via a self-registration. Envelopes 
with instructions are available in registration boxes in 
both campgrounds.

Campgrounds 
would be closed 

during events
CAMPING - Continued from Page 1
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For the Record

Great River Regional Waste Authority’s
Earth Day Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event

Saturday April 22nd, 2017 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Located in Central Park

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue• Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be accepting the 
following Household Hazardous Waste items during the 

Annual Community Clean Up Event. We encourage you to 
call ahead and make an appointment for the collection. 

• Fertilizers, Herbicides, Insecticides, Pesticides
• Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners & Solvents

• Household & Auto Cleaning Products
• Car Batteries, Motor Oil, Antifreeze

• Car Batteries and Rechargeable Batteries
• Swimming Pool Chemicals

• Propane Tanks 
• AND MORE!

*No Latex Paints Please
Call 319-372-6140 to schedule your appointed time or 

to check to see if your items qualify for this event. 

H

WH

H

WHFort Madison Residents Only, No Businesses Please

For the Record
Fort Madison Police 
Department Report

03/31/17 - 8:41 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 
800 block of 29th Street.
03/31/17 - 10:51 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department re-
sponded to a report of larceny 
in the 344 block of Avenue G.
03/31/17 - 10:59 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment responded to a report of 
a property damage accident in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
03/31/17 - 3:26 p.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
responded to a report of lar-
ceny/theft reported at the Fort 
Madison Police Department
03/31/17 - 7:46 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 
2900 block of Avenue I.
04/01/17 - 9:15 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 
2400 block of Avenue I.
04/01/17 - 12:29 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a gas drive off in the 
5000 block of Avenue O.
04/01/17 - 6:28 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 

report of vandalism in the 
1200 block of Avenue C.
04/01/17 - 8:20 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 
1900 block of Avenue M.
04/01/17 - 10:15 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 
3100 block of Avenue O.
04/02/17 - 5:28 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
arrested Gary Lee Swanson, 
Jr., 29 of Fort Madison, in the 
1200 block of 19th Street on 
warrants for keeping premises 
for controlled substance and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was taken the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/02/17 - 7:02 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 
1900 block of Avenue H.
04/02/17 - 7:40 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
arrested Tyler James Jenkins, 
28, of Fort Madison, in the 1900 
block of Avenue H, on a charge 
of violation of a no-contact 
order. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/02/17 - 1:49 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment responded to a report of 
larceny/theft. No location given.
04/02/17 - 6:15 p.m. - The Fort 

Madison Police Department ar-
rested Brandi Nicole Summer, 
28, of Fort Madison, in the 1900 
block of Avenue H, on charge 
of violation of a no-contact 
order. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/02/17 - 9:31 p.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
arrested John Brent Boyles, 
47, of Fort Madison, in the 
1200 block of 37th Street, 
on a warrant for contempt on 
two counts of possession of 
a controlled substance and 
a charge of driving under 
suspension. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
04/03/17 - 8:27 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 
5400 block of Avenue O.
04/03/17 - 1:15 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 
1300 block of Avenue G.
04/03/17 - 4:03 p.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
responded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 5800 block of Avenue O.
04/03/17 - 5:29 p.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
responded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 1500 block of Avenue E.
04/04/17 - 6:33 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 

arrested Kimberly Kay Boyd, 
51,  of Fort Madison, in the 
400 block of 15th Street, on 
a charge of violation of a no 
contact order. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
04/04/17 - 6:33 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
arrested Randy Allan Akers, 
45, of Fort Madison in the 400 
block of 15th Street on a charge 
of violation of a no-contact 
order and a warrant service for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
04/04/17 - 7:48 a.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police Department 
responded to a report of a 
personal injury accident in 
the 2000 block of Avenue C.
04/04/17 - 10:45 a.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment cited Jason Matthew 
Hill, 38, of Fort Madison in 
the 800 block of Avenue E on 
charge of animal running at 
large - a simple misdemeanor. 
He was cited and released.
04/04/17 - 3 p.m. - The Fort 
Madison Police cited Johnny 
Nickala Rhoer, 47, of Fort 
Madison, in the 800 block 
of Avenue E on a charge 
of disorderly conduct. He 
was cited and released.
04/04/17 - 3:43 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 
1300 block of Avenue G.

04/04/17 - 6:03 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 
2200 block of Avenue F.
04/04/17 - 7:22 p.m. - The 
Fort Madison Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 
1300 block of Avenue G.

Lee County Sheriff’s 
Department report

03/28/17 - 3:37 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s responded to 
a two-vehicle accident on Hwy 
61 just south of the Hwy 16 
intersection. A vehicle driven 
by Landon Lee McMillan, 21, of 
Burlington collided with a grain 
semi-trailer driven by Lawrence 
Bradley Box, 42, of West Point. 
No injuries were reported at 
the scene. McMillan was cited 
for following too closely.
04/01/17 - 13:23 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies cited 
Darrell Dean Burdette, Jr., 
70, of Keokuk, on a charge of 
failure to dispose of a dead 
animal. He was cited and re-
leased on a promise to appear.
04/01/17 - 5:27 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Codey Lane Page, 40, 
of Montrose in the 3200 block 
of 220th Avenue on charges of 
false reporting to law enforce-
ment and interference with 

official acts. He was taken the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/01/17 - 11:58 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Dillan Joseph 
McCarty, 18, of Keokuk at the 
Lee County Sheriff’s office a 
judgement. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
04/02/17 - 4:48 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested John Wesley Huss, 
29, of Fort Madison at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office on a 
charge of assault with bodily 
injury. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/02/17 - 10:50 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Samantha LaTashia 
Rowe, 26, of Fort Madison 
on a temporary hold war-
rant. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/03/17 - 12:19 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Sheri Lynn Taylor, 51, 
of Keokuk was arrested in the 
2400 block of Johnson Street 
Road in Keokuk, on a charge 
of failure to appear/contempt 
of court. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released.
04/03/17 - 12:29 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of 180th Street and Hwy 2. 

See RECORD, page 5

http://www.grrwa.com
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SPRING

3 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage
884 sq. ft. • 7,250 sq. ft. lot

Quality and beauty! Many updates and upgrades in-
cluding a new concrete patio/carport with surround 
sound and mood lighting, new kitchen, bath and 
lighting throughout. This is an AMAZING house 
that you MUST see to appreciate!!!

Listing #20164622 • $92,500

2 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage
528 sq. ft. • 5,600 sq. ft. lot

Super deal on this cream puff home, offering 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, new roof, newer windows, siding and 
REALLY nice garage!

Listing #20164597 • $29,900

3 BR • 2 BA • 1 car garage
2,260 sq. ft. • 6,784 sq. ft. lot

Lots of new! Semi open floor plan, new floor-
ing, great open basement family space, and many 
updates including heat/air units, kitchen back 
splash, counters and more! Fenced in back yard 
with stamped concrete patio and awning. Call to-
day to see this great home in a quiet neighborhood.

Listing #20164544 • $139,900

3 BR • 2.50 BA • 2 car garage
1,194 sq. ft. 10,400 sq. ft. lot

Great family home is move-in ready. Nice-sized 
kitchen with all appliances, dining area, and nice 
living room all on the upper level. Complete-
ly re-modeled family room with a wood burn-
ing fireplace on lower level. Many updates in-
clude newer flooring, roof and HVAC system. 

Listing #20164531 $114,900

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.hopeassociatesre.com

www.seia.rapmls.com

Let us show you one of our
brand new listings today!

A time for new beginnings 

http://seia.rapmls.com/scripts/mgrqispi.dll?APPNAME=iowa&PRGNAME=MLSAgentOfficeListings&ARGUMENTS=-N876756589,-N880163443,-AO,-AOM,-Lfalse,-LTrue,1024,600,100,75,true,true&openDetailInNewWindow=&MLS_Origin=SEIA
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• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• I-Smile Silver® 
• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• Immunizations
• Child / Adolescent 

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Like us on Facebook!

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington 
Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison 
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

New London 
Dental Care

319-367-2311

Mediapolis 
Dental Care

319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website 
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen 
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

ented and couldn’t provide information at that time to 
the cause of his wounds.

Fort Madison Police and the Sheriff ’s department are 
currently conducting a joint investigation and anyone 
with information is asked to contact the Fort Madison 
Police Department at 319-372-2525.

A vehicle driven by Timothy 
Dean Anders, 35, of Ottumwa, 
slid through an intersection 
on a rainy surface and struck 
a vehicle driven by Tadd 
Jason Overton, 40, of Don-
nellson. Anders was cited for 
failure to maintain control an 
Overton was transported to a 
hospital by private vehicle.
04/04/17 - 7:41 p.m. Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Robert Hayden 
Watts, 30, of Keokuk on a 
charge of driving while license 
revoked. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/04/10:25 p.m. - Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
James Alexander Somers, 20, 
of Fort Madison on a charge 

of possession of a stolen 
property. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Fort Madison Fire 
Department report

04/03/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to 2 medical calls, and a 
two-vehicle accident
04/04/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
one assist, two medical calls, 
one dead-on-arrival and 
a one-vehicle accident.
It should be noted that a 
charge is only an accusa-
tion and those listed above 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

For the Record
Continued from Page 1Public voting on for library contest

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Thirty-one 
local artists from age 5 on up 
have submitted bookmarks to the 
Friends of the Library Bookmark 
Contest and voting for the favor-
ite has now begun. Submitted 
bookmarks are on display at the 
Fort Madison Public Library until 
April 12 for anonymous public 
judging.  Prizes will be awarded 
to the winning bookmark in four 
different age categories from 5 
years old on up.  The winning 

bookmark in each age group will 
be printed and distributed at the 
Library Friends and Family Fun 
Day on April 29.

The Friends of the Fort Madison 
Public Library is a nonprofit orga-
nization committed to providing 
services for and funds to the Fort 
Madison Public Library.  They pri-
marily raise funds through book 
sales, held three times per year in 
April, July/August, and November.  
The money they raise supports the 
Library’s overall programming in 
a wide variety of ways, including 

performers and guest speakers, 
computers and computer soft-
ware, microfilm machines, literacy 
stations, library materials, board 
games, and Legos to name a few. 
These important assets allow the 
Library to offer a vast array of 
resources, services, and events.

For more information on the 
Friends of the Library bookmark 
contest, visit the Fort Madison 
Public Library at 1920 Avenue E, 
Fort Madison, call (319) 372-5721 
or e-mail Sarah Clendineng, Sar-
ahClen@FortMadison.lib.ia.us.

Mayor of Fort Mad-
ison Brad Ran-
dolph, President of 
the Friends of the 
Library Pat Mor-
rison and school 
librarians Michelle 
Bentler and Rox-
anne Puga are pic-
tured with the 31 
bookmark contest 
submissions. Pho-
to courtesy of Fort 
Madison Public Li-
brary.

Library 
friends 

Photo courtesy of Fort Madison Public Library

Police asking public 
for help with incident
INCIDENT - Continued from Page 1

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON - The annual citywide Easter Egg 

Hunt will be held this Saturday at Rodeo Park.
The event will take place north of the Lion’s Club 

Shelter House, just north of the Tri-State Rodeo Arena 
beginning at noon.

The hunt will take place in four divisions, ages 0-3, 
4-6, 7-9 and 10 to 12.

Drawing two bicycles in each age group (one boy and 
one girl) will be held during the event.

Citywide egg hunt Saturday

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.drmarkdds.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:SarahClen@FortMadison.lib.ia.us
mailto:SarahClen@FortMadison.lib.ia.us
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From the Front/Area News

LOWEST PRICES SINCE 
1975!! 

Get a NEW 96% 
Efficiency 2-Stage 
Gas Furnace & 18 

Seer Air Conditioner 
for only

after $2,300 rebate! 
Includes Installation 
and 10 Year Parts & 

Labor Warranty! 

$3,475

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

24 Hour Service 
Never An Overtime Charge 

FREE Estimates 
Servicing All Makes 

Best Price & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: www.yourheatandairguy.com
 Like us on Facebook!

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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“All five supervisors 
approved up to $2.6 mil-
lion to pay for the county 
owned building for the 
LCHD,” Schilling said. “It 
was also decided to have 
it on land that is already 
county owned.”

The construction is 
being proposed for the 
eastern portion of prop-
erty where the county 
currently houses the 
sheriff ’s department and 
jail. The building will be 
built on the east part of 
the lot to allow for any 
future expansion of the 
jail facilities.

To pass the referen-
dum, Schilling said 60% 
of voters on May 2 will 
need to vote in favor of 
the referendum. The bond 
would be paid back in 20 
years.

But Wilson said there 
will be savings imme-
diately that could help 
reduce the $7.57 annual 
increase.

“When we go back to 
evaluations that $7.57 
could be a little less 
because we have now 

budgeted for our rent 
and maintenance. We’ve 
already got some expenses 
in there that we wouldn’t 
have with the new build-
ing, specifically the rent,”  
Wilson said.

When we make our 
presentations to people 
we talk about what we are 
currently paying into a 
building that isn’t owned 
by the county. And, if we 
stay how much more we’re 
going to have to put in. In 
the long run this will save 
the county money.”

Since 1989, the county 
has spent $900,000 on a 
the building, according 
to Wilson. She said when 
looking at the increases in 
the rent and maintenance 
that will be needed, the 
county is staring at an 
additional $1.4 million 
in expenses in the same 
timeframe that would be 
used to pay back the $2.6 
million bond.

The LCHD is currently 
located at 2218 Avenue H 
and is owned by Age-
Mark, a corporation that 
owns and operates senior 

and assisted living centers, 
including the Kensington 
in Fort Madison. Wilson 
said the LCHD is respon-
sible for the majority of 
the maintenance as that’s 
how the lease was written.

When the LCHD 
moved into the the cur-
rent location in 1989, the 
department employed 22 
staff and administered six 
programs. Schilling said 
currently the department 
employes 36 employees, 
four contracted employees 
and handles 19 different 
programs.

“We can’t expand and 
we can’t continue to 
operate properly in our 
current facility,” she said. 
“So our building commit-
tee and board of health 
began looking at building 
our own facility,” Schilling 
said. “We’re not able to 
go into the upper floors 
because people are not 
allowed into the upper 
floors. It has been deemed 
to be unoccupiable. The 
Kensington is current-
ly using the space for 
storage. We have several 

looked at different sites 
to rent. But some were 
too small, some too large, 
some not ADA accessi-
ble and needed exten-
sive remodeling. So we 
decided the best thing for 
the county was too look at 
building new.”

The new facility would 
be easily accessible and 
more efficient in terms 
of operations. Wilson 
added that the new facility 
helps the county meet 
HIPPA privacy guidelines 
because it separates the 
departments so staff can’t 

easily be heard through-
out the building, which 
is something the federal 
government looks at 
closely.

Schilling said the de-
partment is also look-
ing for an accreditation 
from the National Public 
Health Accreditation 
Board which will help 
the staff continue to 
expand programming and 
enhance coverage for all 
residents of Lee County.

“We’ve expanded our 
home visiting programs 
for young families with 

newborns. We received 
additional grant funds 
because there was a need 
here due to the economy 
and we span the lifetime 
in terms of services. From 
prenatal to early child 
health services, up to all 
ages and the elderly. We 
touch so many lives of the 
people of this county.

The LCHD is also a 
player in Emergency 
Preparedness standards 
that were set after Sept. 
11, 2001.

“If something major 
would happen we are a 
major player in emer-
gency response,” Wilson 
said. “People don’t always 
think of us in that way 
but we may have we have 
to vaccinate or dispense 
medications. Our proto-
col now would be to take 
all our supplies and pack 
them to somewhere else. 
The new building would 
provide adequate storage 
for those and make it easy 
to set up.”

Absentee ballots for 
the referendum would 
be available beginning 
April 14 and the LCHD is 
promoting getting those 
ballots out to people that 
won’t be able to make it to 
the polls on May 2. Schil-
ling and her staff have 
been making the rounds 
to local clubs and organi-
zations and are continuing 
to do so to help get the 
message out the county 
residents. She said they 
are also planning three 
or four public meetings 
throughout the county in 
the next four weeks, but 
those dates haven’t been 
set and that information 
will be forthcoming.

Schilling: New building will make LCHD more efficient
BUILDING - Continued from Page 1
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Classifieds

The Value of Choosing the 
Right Color is the Chance to 
Make your Vision a Reality! 

EasyCare® 
Paint 

Starting at 

$25.99 
per gallon 

Find everything you need for your next 
paint project at any of our 4 locations! 

CLICK 
HERE FOR 
SALES &

COUPONS!

You are Special,

We are the Specialists

80 Years!

Specializing in Family Eye Care and Treatment.

OUR SERVICES
• Cataract Diagnosis • Eye Injury Treatment
• Contact Lenses • Family Eye Care
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis • Frames & Lenses
• Dry Eye Treatment • Glaucoma Diagnosis
• Eye Allergy Treatment • Pediatric Eye Care
• Eye Infection Treatment • Macular Degneration

  Diagnosis

and MORE!

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. - 3rd Generation Optometrist
716 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2321
www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com

Dr. Peck is now accepting new patients

Our Family Serving 
Your Family for Over

Like us on 
Facebook!

Full/Part-Time 
Stylist

Katie’s Cuts is looking for 
a motivated & dependable 
full/part-time stylist. Chair 
rental ($15/day), will ac-
cept walk-ins. Stylists re-
ceive 15% of their retail 
sales. Please call Katie if 
interested at (319)837.3060.

HELP WANTED

Place your ad
online 24/7

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

the classifieds
Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $2499

Up to 150 words & 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://fortmadisoneyeclinic.com/
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:classifieds%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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