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Council votes 7-0 on next police chief

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Police 
Department will see its fourth police chief in as 
many years after city officials approved the hiring of 
a former Wisconsin sheriff to lead the department.

The Fort Madison City Council approved the 
recommendation by City Manager David Varley to 
hire Mark Rohloff of Monroe, Wis. with a unani-
mous 7-0 vote.

Rohloff is the third police chief in a row that has 
been hired from outside the department, but he 
said after being hired, now is the time to tap into 

the resources of the current depart-
ment and build relationships.

It’s going to be important for me 
to develop a good relationship with 
the people that are here,” Rohloff 
said. 

“Making sure that these people 
understand that even though they 
were not selected for the post, 
they’re still considered very valu-

able to the city. Their knowledge and background 
and services are still quite necessary and I hope to 
be able to capitalize on that.”

Varley’s decision to pull internal candidates from 
a final pool of six that were selected after interview 
panels, when narrowing the field to three, drew 
some reaction from current department staff and 
former police Chief Sam Lozano.

Councilman Chad Cangas said he was “extremely 
skeptical” of the city going outside the department 

ROHLOFF

See CHIEF, page 5

Volunteers help prepare for Tuesday’s inaugural cruise

A volunteer worker scrapes the paint from a hydrant in Riverview Park 
Monday afternoon as a camera man from WGEM films the action. The 
work was done as part of a beautification effort in front of the inaugural 
American Cruise line arrivals on Tuesday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON 
– About 50 communi-
ty-minded volunteers 
put in some sweat equity 
Monday morning to help 
pretty up the riverfront 
and downtown areas in 
anticipation of American 
Cruise Lines’ inaugural 
landing Tuesday morning.

Savanna Collier, the 
Fort Madison Chamber of 
Commerce coordinator, 
said she was extremely 
pleased with the work that 
was accomplished in just 
three hours from 9 a.m. to 
noon.

As a treat, American 
Cruise Lines, who found 
out about the morning 
clean-up session, chipped 
in for a BBQ lunch for 
the volunteers in Central 

Park.
“We were 

just thrilled 
that they 
wanted to 
show their 
apprecia-

tion for the work of the 
volunteers,” Collier said.

She said about 50 peo-
ple showed up to pick up 
trash, scrape, and paint 
city poles and fire hy-
drants, apply weed killer, 
pull weeds, mow, clean 
the Riverfront Pavilion, 
and remove litter from the 
shores of the Mississippi 
in Riverview Park near 
the Pier.

The first cruise ship is 
expected to dock on the 
city’s pier on the western 
side of the park at 8 a.m. 
Tuesday for a six-hour 
stay.

Collier said about 100 
passengers have signed up 

for one of two excursions.
 “One is a historical 

excursion and the other 
will be an agri-tour and, 
right now, they’re pretty 
evenly split at 49 and 50,” 
she said.

“The rest of the people, 
as of right now, will do 
the shuttle system and 
visit downtown. We’ve 
contracted with Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning to 
use SEIBUS for that and 
it will do a loop from the 
Fort to the pavillion, and 
to the museum and the 
depot, and will have two 
stops along Avenue G.”

The cruise line has 14 
stops planned in Fort 
Madison yet this year 
and will increase that to 
at least 30 per year going 
forward.

Volunteers spread out 
throughout Riverfront 
park and the downtown 

district throughout the 
morning. Collier said 
most of the targeted items 
the Chamber had listed 
out were accomplished. 
But she said she hopes it’s 
a spark for building and 

business owners who saw 
the volunteer work being 
done.

“I definitely think it 
went well …very well. I’m 
extremely pleased with 
everyone’s hard work and 

this was not easy work, 
but it absolutely needed to 
be done,” she said.

“My hope is that we can 
get everyone on board to 

American Cruise’s first ship will arrive Tues-
day morning to a spruced up park, downtown

COLLIER

See CLEAN-UP, page 3

“ I think some of the issues were 
addressed by David prior to getting 

Mr. Rohloff in here, but also the man 
has put my mind at ease. I feel good 

about having you here.”
 -Chad Cangas

FM City Councilman

Former sheriff, police chief to 
start August 19
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75th Annual Montrose
Watermelon 

Festival
Thursday, August 15th

Friday, August 16th

FOOD STAND OPENS - Firefighters Fish Fry ............................................ 5 p.m.
BINGO TENT - Montrose Ball Association .............................................. 5-10p.m.
Music by “St. Barnabas Choir” ............................................................................ 6 p.m.
Volunteer Award - Mainstage ................................................................................ 7 p.m.
FEATURED ENTERTAINMENT “Dustin Lee” .......................................7 - 9 p.m.

Saturday,August 17th

Montrose Ball Association Pancake Breakfast .....................................7-10 a.m.
Watermelon 5K Crawl Sponsored by Central Lee Cheerleaders  .....8 am.
Car Show Registration ......................................................................................... 9-11 a.m.
Car Show and Judging ............................................................................. 11 a.m - 3 p.m.
Festival PARADE ......................................................................................................... 12 p.m
FOOD STAND OPENS  ...............................................................................................1 p.m.
Performance by “Central Lee Impulse” .............................................................1 p.m.
Hawkeye Pedal Pulls *Ages 4 to 11* ....................................2 p.m. (1:30 p.m reg.)
McNamara Band ........................................................................................................... 2 p.m.
Car Show Winners/ Parade Winners ............................................................... 3 p..m.
Deb Frank Gospel .....................................................................................................3-4 p.m.
FFA ALUMNI RIBEYE SANDWICH - IVOR FOWLER CENTER ............4 p.m.
Watermelon Eating Contest ............................................................................... 4:30 p.m.
BINGO TENT - Montrose Ball Association .................................................5-10 p.m.
Live on Stage “Kathy Dye” .....................................................................................5-7 p.m.
Heritage Award - Main Stage ................................................................................. 7 p.m.
Watermelon Eating Contest ...............................................................................7:30 p.m.
FEATURED ENTERTAINMENT “Hissem Family Campfire” ..........8-10 p.m.

$15 Armband Unlimited Rides _________________5-10 pm
BINGO TENT - Montrose Ball Association _______5-10 p.m
FOOD STAND OPEN FFA Alumni Butterfly Pork Chop Sandwich ..... 5 p..m.
Princess Contest ____________________________6 p.m
Watermelon Eating Contest ___________________6:30 p.m
FEATURED ENTERTAINMENT______________7-9 p.m
“Hill Siders”

VENDOR/ FLEA 
MARKET

Thursday 5 - 10 p.m.
Friday 5 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 12 - 10 p.m.

CAR SHOW
Saturday August 17th

9 a.m - 3 p.m. (9 - 11 a.m. REG.)
Show and Judging 11 a.m - 3 p.m.
Car Show Winner Announced on 

Main Stage 3 p.m.

BINGO
Thursday 5 - 10 p.m.

Friday 5 - 10 p.m. 
Saturday 5 - 10 p.m.

August 
15th, 16th & 17th

Advance ride tickets 
20 for $15 - On Sale at 
Montrose Merchants 

(2 weeks before)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/montrosewatermelonfestival/
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End of Season Perennial Plant Sale
August 6th-August 17th

HILLCREST HOSTAS & MORE PERENNIAL PLANT NURSERY

2292 Hillcrest Road, Donnellson, IA • 5 miles west of Fort Madison
www.HillcrestHostas.com • 319-835-3017

Tues.-Sat. 9am-6pm; Closed Sun. & Mon.

50-75% Off Select Perennials

Hostas • Ornamental Grass • Clematis
Coral Bells & Large Selection of Blooming

Perennials to Brighten Your Landscape

Last day of the season is August 17, 2019
Huge selection of perennials still available!

805 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

Brilliance

Dana Bushong Jewelers

Dedicated to brilliance in diamonds as Iowa’s only 
4th generation jewelry store, serving the tri-states by 
making comparable the incomparable for 96 years.

319-372-1423
4th Generation

skpyoun@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

www.danabushong.com

OBITUARIES

CELIA MAE COURTOIS
Celia Mae Courtois, 88, of Quincy, IL died Friday, August 2, 2019 at her home.
She was born May 21, 1931 in Hancock County, IL the daughter of Carl and 

Clara Shaffer Rupp.  On July 10, 1947 she was united in marriage to Tony Courtois 
in Elvaston, IL.  He preceded her in death on July 18, 2001.

Celia had been employed by North Adams Nursing Home in Mendon, IL for ten 
years.  She was a member of the Episcopal Church in Warsaw, IL.

Celia enjoyed spending time with her family and researching genealogy.
She is survived by four sons, Tony Courtois of Quincy, IL, Terry Courtois (Dan-

ice) of New Berlin, WI, Gailand Courtois of Quincy, IL and Gregory Courtois of 
Quincy, IL two grandchildren, great-grandchildren and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, one son, 
Loren Courtois and four sisters, Jennie Coffman, Clara Ruffcorn, Dorothy Casey 
and Sarah Perry.

A private graveside service will in the Oakland Cemetery in Warsaw, IL.
There will be no visitation.
Memorials may be made to the donor’s choice.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

CLINTON ANDREW TEBBS
Clinton Andrew Tebbs, 32, of Burleson, TX, passed away suddenly on Saturday, 

July 27, 2019 in Lewisville, TX. He was born on December 1, 1986, in Burlington, IA. 
He graduated from Burleson High School in 2005. He enlisted and proudly served 
in the United States Navy from 2007-2014, attaining the rank of Aviation Electron-
ics Technician 2nd Class. Upon his Honorable Discharge from the Navy, Clinton 
enrolled in The University of Iowa College of Engineering, earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Electrical Engineering in May 2019. He had 
just returned home to Texas to begin his new career when God 
chose to call him home.

Clinton was a dedicated Crossfit athlete and a fanatical, 
lifelong fan of his beloved Iowa Hawkeyes. Among his many 
passions were competitive sports of all kinds, classic rock music 
and movies of all genres. His biggest passion, however, was LIFE, and he lived it to 
its fullest.

Clinton is survived by his mother, Candi Hutson Tebbs of Burleson, TX; his father, 
Brendan (Denise) Tebbs of Aurora, IL; his sister, Corinne (James) Owen of Johnson 
City, TN; his step-sister, Kendyl Bechen of Iowa City, IA; his maternal grandparents 
Dennis Hutson of Niota, IL and Eva Hills of Ft. Worth, TX; his paternal grand-
mother Carol (Robert) Kelly of Cape Coral, FL; his great-grandmother, Ruth Hutson 
of Niota, IL; and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. He was preceded in death by 
his paternal grandfather, Michael J. Tebbs of Ft. Madison, IA.

A memorial service was held on Thursday, August 1, 2019, at Pathway Church in 
Burleson, TX. In lieu of flowers, the family would ask that you consider making a 
donation to the University of Iowa Veterans’ Association in Clinton’s memory.

maintain it. My fear is that it won’t stick and we’ll have to do it again. Hopefully peo-
ple see we were out there working really hard and it will be that spark to keep things 
going.”

Inaugural cruise
Collier said the city is planning a reception for the initial cruise with Mayor Brad 

Randolph on hand along with the Chamber Ambassador Club, Old Fort staff in peri-
od garb, and a cannon firing. In addition, the middle school band will be on hand as 
will Mexican Fiesta dancers to provide some music and local culture.

A ribbon-cutting is also planned for cruise line staff. Collier said the community 
is welcome to come down to give the first cruise a strong Fort Madison welcome at 
about 9 a.m.

Going forward, Collier and Fort Madison Tourism Director Jean Peiton are work-
ing up a plan to schedule a welcoming party comprised of different groups, volun-
teers, and organizations to greet passengers and answer any questions they may have 
as they disembark.

CLEAN-UP- Continued from Page 1

 Stage set for grand welcome 
for first inaugural cruise arrival

Tired of the
same old
results

from your
advertising?
Do something 

different!
Call Brian!

319.470.9151

http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.HillcrestHostas.com
http://www.DanaBushong.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Lee County News/Lottery Numbers

22    Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019

IMI SPRING MOWER SERVICE SPECIAL

IMI EQUIPMENT 

Be ready for the upcoming season by getting 
your lawn equipment ready and already 
being prepared to make short work of your 
lawn needs.

FREE WASH AND WAX
Special Price of $19599 includes 
all parts and labor

Call 866-464-3778

Junction of 136 & Hwy 81
Kahoka, MO

Service Special includes engine 

217-847-3316

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 

SERVICEWANTED TO BUY: Old bi-
cycle for outdoor display. Call
evenings 217-852-6658.

COLOR COPIES! We can
design it for you-business
cards, flyers, postcards, bro-
chures, menus, wedding in-
vites and much more, just ask!
Call us at 319-524-8300 for
pricing and information.

BUSINESS CARDS-We can
print you 500 full color busi-
ness cards for only $75.00.
This price includes color, lay-
out, design and print. We will
include 2 WEEKS FREE of
Business Card size ads in the
Shopper too! Call the Shopper
Design Services at 319-524-
8300 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2007 Exmark
Zero-turn mower, 60in. deck,
26HP Kawasaki engine. 241.5
hrs .  Exce l lent  condi t ion,
$4500. 601-506-6118 FM.

FOR SALE: LT1000 Crafts-
man lawnmower, 42in. deck,
good tires, mower deck & rear
bagger, $200. MTD lawn-
mower, 42in. deck, $50. 319-
750-2328

FOR SALE: Old antique push
lawnmower, over 200 yrs old.
$75. 319-372-5928

FOR SALE: Old wooden 2-
wheel trailer, 40"x66"x18"
deep, $60. 319-470-3202

FOR SALE: Organizer for
lawn tools, $10. 319-463-7519

FOR SALE: Rubbermaid white
steel shelving, $100. 16 vinyl
shutters, $25. 319-470-8383

FOR SALE: Stainless steel
double sink in very good con-
dition, $25. 319-837-6528

FOR SALE: Starcraft fold
down truck camper. Inc fur-
nace, air, ice box, stove, and
sink. Exc condition. 319-394-
3307 FOR SALE: Transport chair,

near new, $40. Makita 10in.
power miter box w/ blade, $75.
110V meat grinder #33 plate,
$100. 319-385-9606

FOR SALE: Turkey fryer in
box, $35. Electric juicer, $12.
Westinghouse, 22in. cooker,
$35. Coke Kurt Busch bobble-
head in package, $15. Col-
chester. 309-210-3464

FOR SALE: upright heater,
n e v e r  b e e n  u s e d .  $ 2 5 .
( 3 1 9 ) 3 7 2 - 5 9 2 8 .

FOR SALE: Wicker stand. 68”
high. 25” wide. 10” deep, $10.
319-463-7519

FOR SALE :  Keyboard for
computer. Good Condition,
$10. Mouse for computer, $5.
Access point for wireless net-
work. 3 of them, $10ea. FM
Super 8. 319-372-8500

FOR SALE: 2 new counter
tops, white, black and gray, 10'
and 8'. $100 for both. 660-342-
2946.

TO GIVE AWAY: Barn cats
and a few kittens. 319-470-
7806.

COLUMBUS
CLUB

807 AVENUE H • FT. MADISON

319-372-2581

Open to the Public for Wednesday & Friday Dinners

Wednesday “All You Can Eat”

Adults includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................................

Kids (ages 5-12) includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................

Kids under 5 eat ..............................................  
Carryout 4 pcs. chicken
2 sides & a roll .................................................

Kids (ages 5-12)
2 pcs. chicken, 1 side & a roll .......................

Chicken also available by the piece
                      (carryout only)

9 oz. Boneless Catfish Fillet
8 oz. Steak
Pork Chop
Marinated Chicken Breast
Chicken Strips
Jumbo Shrimp
Tenderloins
Burgers

       APPETIZERS
Columbus Club Combo
(Cauliflower, Mushrooms &
Onion Rings)
Brew House Combo
(Cream Cheese Jalapeno Poppers,
Chicken Strips, Mushrooms,
Shrimp, Mozzarella Sticks &
Onion Rings)

Reuben Bites
Macaroni & Cheese Bites

 8/4 MID-DAY
0 9 9 

8/4 EVENING
2 8 2

8/4 MID-DAY
8 9 6 2

8/4 EVENING
6 2 1 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

Historian tells of Keokuk’s role in Civil War

BY COLIN MAGNUSON
RADIO KEOKUK NEWS DIRECTOR

KEOKUK – As part of their regular educational programming, the Keokuk 
Public Library hosted Minnesota native and American History author Michael 
Eckers to discuss the role Keokuk played in the Civil War.

“The Civil War was not about railroads, it was about rivers. “
That was the message from Owatonna, Minnesota native Mi-

chael Eckers to more than 30 Keokuk residents that visited the 
Keokuk Public Library Tuesday night to learn about the impact 
this area had on the Civil War more than 150 years ago.

Eckers has become a renowned author of American History as 
he’s currently finishing up his eighth book with three of his books 
pertaining not only to the Civil War but the role Midwestern-

ers played in that conflict. After serving in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam 
War, Eckers became a postmaster in the U.S. Postal Service for several decades 
before indulging himself in his love for American history.

Tuesday’s discussion centered on the Civil War and specifically the role 
Keokuk, the city, as well as its residents took part in. Michael Eckers explained 
that Iowa had a very significant role that it played in the western theater of the 
war, which Eckler described as “anywhere west of North Carolina”.

Rivers played such a pivotal role in the Civil War because they allowed one-
way traffic from North to South at almost no cost. Iowa is home to a vast num-
ber of rivers as was displayed by the very first slide that Eckers showed which 
was a map of Iowa with all of its rivers and tributaries.

As such, Keokuk was a huge hub for the Union during the war due to the fact 
that it is the southernmost point of the state and it also sits along North Amer-
ica’s premier waterway; the Mississippi River. Eckers explained that more than 
80,000 soldiers from throughout Iowa were staged at some point in Keokuk as 
they were shipped off to the various western fronts of the war which represent-

ed a vast majority of the total number of soldiers the state supplied.
Eckers broke his explanation of Keokuk figures and landmarks down into 

various slides to which he highlighted for the role they played in the war.

Estes House
“The Estes House was commandeered by the U.S. Government in 1862, 

shortly after the Civil War began, when fighting began out west. At about the 

Historian Michael Eckers brought several pieces of equipment that Civ-
il War Soldiers would have worn during the era in which Samuel Curtis 
served as a Brigadier General.

Photo by Colin Magnuson/RadioKeokukECKERS

See HISTORIAN, page 10

Eckers tells of Keokuk’s and Iowa’s significance 
as a military strategic point on Mississippi 

http://www.kofc739.org/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
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From the Front/Weather

No Plastic Bags

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop off sites, or

putting out your residential recycling bin for the pickup, please DO 

NOT put items in plastic bags. They are not recyclable at Great River 

Regional Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins
5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

TUE 06 Aug

Light Rain
High – 81.1º F | Low – 65.2º F

WED 07 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 82.2º F | Low – 69.2º F

THU 08 Aug

Light Rain
High– 74.0º F | Low – 61.1º F

FRI 09 Aug

Partly Cloudy
High – 74.2º F | Low – 60.5º F

SAT 10 Aug

Partly Cloudy
High– 77.3º F | Low – 63.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Green Acres Bar & Grill
New on Fridays – get the biggest bang for your buck!

 *Homemade Tacos - $4.50 * Chips & Salsa * $3.00 Margaritas

Click here to visit our website at: https://greenacresclub.com/

again.
 “I think some of the issues were addressed by Da-

vid prior to getting Mr. Rohloff in here, but also the 
man has put my mind at ease,” Councilman Chad 
Cangas said. 

 “I feel good about having you here.”
Mayor Brad Randolph said Rohloff ’s credentials 

speak for themselves and commended Varley on the 
search process and handling of the interim.

“We appreciate him considering our community 
and making it a part of his own,” Randolph said. 
“And, David, I think you did a great job in the pro-
cess and bringing this full circle, as well as handling 
the interim situation. I think that’s worked out very 
well.”

Councilman Chris Greenwald said he would like 
to see this decision going forward being left in the 
hands of the City Manager and not need coun-

cil approval. Current city code indicates the City 
Manager can make the appointment, subject to City 
Council approval.

Rohloff has 40 years experience in law enforce-
ment including a seven-year stint at Brodhead 
Police Department, 13 months of which he served 
as interim police chief; five years with the Janes-
ville Police Dept. as a patrolman; 21 years with the 
Monroe Police Department as a lieutenant before 
receiving a Governor’s appointment to fill a vacancy 
in the Green County Sheriff ’s Office, all in Wiscon-
sin.

He served in that capacity overseeing a staff of 70 
until his term expired on Jan. 1 of this year.

He did his law enforcement academy training at 
Blackhawk College in Janesville, Wisconsin and the 
attended the Northwestern School of Police Staff & 
Command in 2008. He’s also served with the United 
States Air Force and the Wisconsin National Guard.

He said his policing is all about teamwork.
 “Policing is all team-based and I can’t accomplish 

the job alone,” he said. 
“You need everyone from the newest person hired 

all the way to senior administration to make this 
thing work. It’s a profession and a high-honored 
tradition and you need to make sure we’re all on the 
same page as to what we want to accomplish. It isn’t 
about us, it’s about the job we’re doing.”

CHIEF - Continued from Page 1

New chief brings 40 years of police service

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.OpenWeather.org
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://greenacresclub.com
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Classifieds

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

Call (319) 371-4619 for inquiries

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

PERMANENT FULL TIME JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We want YOU to…
“GRO” with us

Production Lead – R0811
-Job: Safely and efficiently supports the Production supervisor in directing resources as-
sociated with the packaging of liquid products. - Qualifications: Minimum 3 years manu-
facturing experience, College degree preferred, can help lead teams of 50+ associates 
-Pay: Starts at $25.18/hour

Packaging/Machine Operator – R9008
-Job: Safely and efficiently perform various tasks associated with the packaging of liq-
uid products and operating various packaging machines on production lines.
- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/production operator in high 
speed manufacturing environment (preferred)
-Pay: Starts at $16.23/hour

Filler Technician – R9011
-Job: Safely and efficiently operate liquid filling machines to package liquid consumer 
products.  Accurately complete documentation as it pertains to efficiencies, speeds, 
quality and over fill. Responsible for coordinating line efficiency to meet or exceed 
safety, production, quality and housekeeping standards.
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/production operator in high 
speed manufacturing environment, helping coordinate production efforts, ability to 
prioritize and perform tasks with interruptions. 
-Pay: Starts at $21.69/hour

Forklift Operator – R1468
-Job: Safely and efficiently operate forklift trucks in a fast paced environment around 
other forklifts, production machinery, and pedestrians.
- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a forklift operator in a high traffic envi-
ronment. 
-Pay: Starts at $19.98/hour

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry currently has a position available 
for a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

FULL-TIME DENTAL ASSISTANT

Complete an application or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655
Or email burldental@gmail.com

EOE.

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry currently has 
a position available for a Full-Time Dental Hy-
gienist.

FULL-TIME
DENTAL HYGIENIST

Complete an application or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655
Or email burldental@gmail.com

EOE.

FULL-TIME GENERAL LABORER

COMPANY
Baxter Construction Company is a national construction 
management firm that features a great work environment 
and provides room for employee growth. For over 70 years 
Baxter has fostered a balanced family-work culture and as we 
continue to grow we strive to remain as adaptable, motivated, 
and responsive to our employees, both new and old, as we 
do to our clients. Our employees are our most important and 
greatest asset and it is our MISSION to develop leadership 
that creates excitement, fulfillment, and lasting relationships 
with the people, communities, and markets that we serve.

POSITION SUMMARY
Baxter Construction Company is a fast-paced commercial 
builder that is seeking full-time, General Laborer. Occasional 
part time National travel to and from project sites. 

- Qualified candidates will be required to have a CDL license, 
or the ability to obtain and maintain and CDL license. 
- Candidates must understand the general construction 
process and required field labor associated with driving and 
moving large trucks, trailers, miscellaneous jobsite equip-
ment, and the setup of that equipment.
- Job responsibilities will include safety as a top priori-
ty, national travel, handling over the road requirements, 
knowledge of operating general jobsite equipment, ability to 
lift over 30 pounds at times, work in a construction environ-
ment, assist in setting up jobsite trailers and equipment, be 
able to perform general shop labor. 

• Job Type: full-time
• Salary: dependent upon experience
•  Benefits: 401k, Additional Retirement Package, Health 

Insurance, Paid Vacation
• Traveling required: all traveling paid plus daily per diem 
•  Required education: high school or equivalent 
•  Required experience: CDL and general construction 

knowledge

To apply, email your full resume to
careers@baxterconstructionco.com

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

the classifieds
APARTMENTS

FOR RENTHELP WANTED

Advertise in a brand new way.
Brian (319)470.9151 • Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:careers@baxterconstructionco.com
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Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Brian (319)470.9151

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Largest Miniature Dollhouse Shoppe in Iowa
Stuff-A-Pet Station

9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat.

- shop online at www.dollhousedreams.com

Take A Step Back in Time & Visit

820 Avenue G • Fort Madison, Iowa • 319-372-0599
email: brenda@dollhousedreams.com • 9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat. • dollhousedreams.com

Hand-Scooped Ice Cream • Old-Fashioned Fountain Drinks
Paninis • Kids Meals • Coffees • Floats and More!

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

319.372.0599 | 877.875.6500 | 319.470.4674
820 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-6959

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!
LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978 Click this ad or call for a quote today!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

SHUG (Brenda) DERR – OWNER
319-754-SHUG (7484) • email: service@shugstinytown.com

shugstinytown.com

3200 Agency St., Ste. 120 • Burlington, IA 52601
9 am – 7 pm Mon. – Sat.

Sundays open for private parties only
Interactive Play Center to Encourage Creativity and Imagination

Party & Event Center
Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFTWRAPPING

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5

SAT 9-5

FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G

372-8271

Madeline Leake, Owner

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

the classifieds

https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.shugstinytown.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/The-Colony-Shop-and-Bridal-Loft-1381930098524470/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
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67th Annual West Point 

Sweet Corn Festival

Wednesday, august 7th

SHUCKFEST – When the Corn arrives – approx. 5p.m.
Sponsored by Merschman Seeds & Lee County Bank
Located at Merschman Seeds, Inc.

thursday, august 8th

Carnival ........................................................................................................................ 5-10p.m.
Arts & Crafts in the Park ................................................................................... 5-10p.m.
Free Sweet Corn Served .................................................................................... 5-10p.m.
BBQ Pork Loin Dinners Served ...................................................................... 5-10p.m.

• Carry outs available
• Pork BBQed by the Lee County Pork Producers
• Serving pork until 10 or until we run out

Free Entertainment on the Stage
Stage Sponsored by Pilot Grove Savings Bank
• Princess & Queen candidates
• Interviews & Coronations ............................................................................6-7p.m.
• Holy Trinity Dance Team performance following

friday, august 9th

Carnival ........................................................................................................................ 5-10p.m.
Arts & Crafts in the Park ................................................................................... 5-10p.m.
Free Sweet Corn Served .................................................................................... 5-10p.m.
BBQ Chicken Dinners Served ......................................................................... 5-10p.m.

• Carry outs available
• Serving chicken until 10 or until we run out

Free Entertainment on the Stage
Stage Sponsored by Pilot Grove Savings Bank
• 101.7 “The Bull” Sweet Corn Eating Contest,

Open to All Ages .......................................................................................5-5:30p.m.
• Raeanne’s School of Dance ................................................................5:30-6p.m.
• Paulette’s Dance Studio ........................................................................6-6:30p.m.

STAGE PERFORMANCE – Free Entertainment
Stage Sponsored by Pilot Grove Savings Bank
• Double Play ...................................................................................................... 7-10p.m.

Visit our Website
www.westpointsweetcornfestival.com

Facebook: West Point Sweet Corn Festival
Instagram: wpcornfest, Hashtag: #WPSCF

saturday, august 10th

5K & 10K Run
Sponsored by FMCH
• Registration (Entry Fee) ................................................................ 6:45-7:30a.m.
• Run Begins in Front of the Main Stage ...............................................8-9a.m.
• Awards Ceremony .......................................................................................... 9:15a.m.

Horseshoe Doubles Tournament – Ages 16 & Over
Cash Prizes Awarded. Northeast Side of the Square
• Registration ............................................................................................................. 9a.m.
• Tournament ............................................................................................................ 10a.m.

Arts & Crafts in the Park .......................................................................... 11a.m.-10p.m.
Free Sweet Corn Served ........................................................................... 11a.m.-10p.m.
BBQ Chicken Dinners Served ................................................................ 11a.m.-10p.m.

• Carry outs available
• Serving chicken until 10 or until we run out

Pee Wee Drags in Front of the Stage – Ages 3-6
No Entry Fee. Trophies to 1st-3rd Places
Candy & Ribbons to All Participants
• Registration .................................................................................... 10:30a.m.-11a.m.
• Races ............................................................................................................11a.m.-1p.m.

Carnival ......................................................................................................Noon to Midnight
Junior Water Fights – Ages 7-12

No Entry Fee. In Front of the Stage. Ride Tickets to All Winners
• Registration ......................................................................................12:30p.m.-1p.m.
• Water Fights ......................................................................................1p.m.-2:30p.m.

Bath Tub Races – Must Be 18 to Enter
$30 Entry Fee. Teams of 3. In Front of the Stage
• Registration ...................................................................................... 2p.m.-2:30p.m.
• Races ..............................................................................................Begin at 2:30p.m.

STAGE PERFORMANCE – Free Entertainment
Stage Sponsored by Pilot Grove Savings Bank
• Andy & The Decades .......................................................................7p.m.-10p.m.

sunday, august 11th

Free Sweet Corn Served .......................................................................................11a.m.-?
BBQ Chicken Dinners Served ............................................................................11a.m.-?

• Carry outs available
• Serving chicken until we run out

Carnival .......................................................................................................... 11:30a.m.-6p.m.
Arts & Crafts in the Park ............................................................................. Noon-7p.m.
Sweet Corn Festival Parade.....................................................................................Noon
Mini Garden Tractor Pull

Sponsored by Sinclair Tractor
• Weigh In .................................................................................................................1-2p.m.
• Tractor Pull .........................................................................................Begins at 2p.m.

http://www.westpointsweetcornfestival.com
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Lee County News

Find us at 2265 265th Ave.
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 

(Just off Hwy 2 West)

Tune Up or Repair?
We keep your equipment running at peak performance so you can 

power through the things you need to get done. We got you covered!

Certified Small Engine Repair Center
Mowers • ATVs • Go Carts • Side-By-Sides

Small Engine Oil Changes

319-470-6002PROOF

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

FREE ADMISSION
August 12th at 1pm

presented by

at the Fox Theater, Downtown Fort Madison

PRADO’S TRADING POST
EST. 2018

Live Bait • Fur Hats • Tackle
Wed.-Fri., 7am-12noon

Sat. 8am-4pm
or call for an appointment
(319) 371-9001 or 

(319) 470-5153

1222 33rd St., Fort Madison, IA 52627 • pradostradingpost@yahoo.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

same time as Fort Donnellson and Henry. This is 
when the western casualties began to overwhelm 
the Jefferson and St. Louis barracks and they began 
to send wounded soldiers north.”

The Estes House was located at the corners of 
what is now South 5th and Main Street in Keokuk 
and was expanded into a hospital with 16 wards 
and housed as many as 1,600 wounded soldiers.

Battle of Athens
“The only battle that took place within any rea-

sonable distance of Iowa or Keokuk was the Battle 
of Athens. The battle actually took place in Missouri 
just across the Des Moines River but artillery shells 
landed in Lee County so it is considered part of the 
battle site.”

The battle of Athens itself was fought over a 
shipment of Springfield Rifles that were bound for 
Keokuk to be distributed to Union troops being 
sent to Davenport. The Confederates in Missouri 
intercepted intelligence pertaining to the rifles and 
fought to commandeer the bounty to distribute 
among Confederate sympathizers in Missouri. 
Three Union troops were killed in action while an-
other eighteen were deemed missing in action.

During this part of the presentation, Eckers spoke 
about the Breon Brothers of Keokuk, who were 
members of the famed 36th Iowa Infantry Com-
pany H known as the “Greybeards”, as members of 
this unit were not allowed to enlist unless they were 
40 years of age to 60. Hence, the moniker Grey-
beards. The two Breon brothers were both captured 
by the South and were shipped to Tyler Prisoner of 
War Camp in Texas where they died in Confederate 
custody about four weeks apart.

Samuel Curtis
“He actually had a very short military history as 

he resigned his commission two years after gradu-
ating from West Point in 1831…..Eventually he was 
appointed Colonel of the 2nd Iowa and was pro-
moted to Brigadier General in 1861”

Samuel Curtis had become mayor of Keokuk in 
1856 before being reappointed shortly after the 
Civil War begin in 1861.

General Samuel Curtis was tasked with “unioniz-
ing” locals and suppressing uprisings in Missouri. 
Eckers went on to explain that Curtis became very 
distraught with the fighting and the death that 
occurred by the summer of 1862 many of the West 
Point graduate commanders became distressed by 
the amount of their soldiers they had watched die.

Eckers displayed a poem that Curtis wrote that 
year after the Battle of Pea Ridge in which he 
laments the plight of so many men dying in vain.

“The scene is silent and sad. The vulture and the 
wolf now have the dominion, and the dead friends 
and foes sleep in the same lonely graves.”

Ezekiel Sampson
“Not exactly a household name but Company F of 

the 5th Iowa was raised right here in Keokuk and he 
was the one that enlisted that unit.”

Sampson was not a native of Keokuk but he was 
tasked with raising the highly decorated 5th Iowa 
and he enlisted troops in Keokuk. Sampson was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel after enlisting 
himself as a private and eventually became a mem-
ber of the Iowa Senate, a judge, and then of the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Annie Turner Wittenmeyer
“Wittenmeyer is the first one ever named in an 

Iowa legislative document, any Iowa legislative doc-
ument. She was appointed as a sanitary agent in the 
Iowa Sanitary Commission.”

The Iowa Sanitary Commission was tasked with 
keeping soldiers safe not from enemy fire or artil-

lery, but with saving them from the number one 
killer of the Civil War; diarrhea and related illness-
es. Medicine was in its infancy, according to Eckers, 
and the Sanitary Commission taught soldiers to 
drink boiled water and keep from being infected by 
common diseases that abounded during the Civil 
War.

Annie Turner Wittenmeyer was also instrumental 
in the U.S. Christian Commission, which worked 
with soldiers to make sure they recovered from suf-
fering the horrors of war. The Commission sent out 
blankets, shoes, and sanitary items to Union troops.

USS Keokuk
“The USS Keokuk was launched in 1862 and 

arrived at the Siege of Charleston, South Carolina 
in 1863 where it was the only Union vessel that was 
sunk by the city’s artillery batteries.”

Eckers explained that while the ship itself has 
been lost to the annals of time after being sunk, one 
piece of the ship has survived.

Confederate troops boated out to the ship in low 
tide in the port of Charleston and removed one 
of the Columbia Artillery guns. The gun was then 
added to the barracks’ artillery installation. As a 
result the turret gun from the USS Keokuk still re-
mains in Charleston as a memento to the city’s Civil 
War history.
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A piece of USS Keokuk sits in Charleston

Michael Eckers has completed seven books 
on American History and three of them pertain 
to the Civil War. Eckers had copies of each of 
his published works available for sale during 
his presentation at the Keokuk Public Library 
Tuesday.

https://www.facebook.com/MadisonTurfNTimber/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
https://www.facebook.com/MidtownHairstyling/
https://www.facebook.com/Prados-Trading-Post-299274767552610/
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