
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC STAFF

WEST POINT – Without a cloud in the 
sky on a perfect summer morning, the 
bummer of heading back to school was 
wiped away with a blessing, a song and 
welcome to the new $6 million Holy Trinity 
Elementary School.

Students, staff, dignitaries went from an 
8:45 a.m. mass at the neighboring St. Mary’s 
church, a block east to a brand new school 
awaiting the Holy Trinity Catholic system’s 
kindergarten through sixth graders.

Bishop Thomas Zinkula talks with stu-
dents prior to Friday’s opening of the fall 
semester in the Holy Trinity Catholic’s new 
elementary school. Photo by Chuck Van-
denberg/PCC

Elementary Principal Michael Sheer-

in said despite the new facility he said he 
doesn’t have a sense of newness as the 
school year opens.

  “Yes, the building is new, but the spir-
it, the family and the community hasn’t 
changed and that’s what’s going to make 
these walls ring truer than any new coat of 
paint or anything else,” Sheerin said Friday 
morning.

The campaign to fund the new school 

started in January of 2017 and construc-
tion started in the spring of 2018. Dennis 
Menke, the fundraising chairman, said 
the building is for all intents and purposes 
finished.

 “You always have the little things to do at 
the end,” Menke said. 

“It’s pretty much done. We’re at the stage 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison will have a new 
mayor in 2020.

Current Mayor Brad Randolph put out a statement 
on Friday afternoon indicating he won’t be seeking 
re-election to the mayor’s seat.

Randolph said the decision was an extremely difficult 
one to make, but said it’s time for new leadership and a 
fresh look at things.

 “You don’t know how long it took me to hit the send 
button on that,” Randolph said Friday afternoon.

 “It’s been an extremely difficult decision to make. Up 

until I sent it I wasn’t sure 
I wanted to send it. And 
then when I sent it, I was 
thinking of ways to take 
it back.”

In his emailed state-
ment, Randolph left 
room to return to public 

service, a notion that has been the subject of much 
speculation with a high mark last year when his name 
was surfaced in Washington D.C. circles as someone 
to potentially run for U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack’s seat in 
Congress.

“I don’t think I’m done yet serving. Whether it’s done 
back at the local level, or at the state or federal level – I 
don’t know. We’ll just have to see how time bares that 
out,” he said.

He pointed to the successful relocation of the Amtrak 

platform, the Hwy. 2 project, and the riverboat cruises 
as accomplishments of his tenure as mayor. And stay-
ing active in the community is still on the agenda. He 
said he wants to still be part of the process of helping 
with things like economic development.

On the heels of Randolph’s decision, current 3rd 
Ward councilman Matt Mohrfeld confirmed that he has 
taken out papers to run for Mayor.

 “It is my intention to run for mayor and I have talk-
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Randolph won’t seek re-election in fall
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GREENWALD RANDOLPH

Greenwald also out; Matt 
Mohfeld to seek mayor’s seat

• Rebecca Bowker, Chris Sorrentino, 
Tyler Miller, and Jerry Hamilton all take out 
papers for council seats. Incumbents Chad 
Cangas and Kevin Rink also have papers 
out, but non-committal on running.

Students and faculty stand outside the new HTC elementary school in West 
Point Friday morning prior to a blessing before students began the first day of 
the fall semester.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

HTC ushers 
in new K-6 
elementary

school

See HTC, page 4

City adds 
meeting 

for ATVs
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
The Fort Madison City 
Council will be taking a 
second vote on ordinance 
allowing golf carts, ATVs 
and UTVs on certain city 
streets a week earlier than 
expected.

The city has called for a 
special meeting Tuesday 
night for a second read-
ing on the ordinance that 
would permit licensed 
drivers 18 and older to 
drive golf carts, ATVs, 
and UTVs on all city 
streets except Hwy. 2, 
Business 61, and 15th and 
18th streets.

The measure passed 

See ATVs, page 2
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 25 Aug

Moderate Rain
High – 74.3º F | Low – 67.2º F

MON 26 Aug

Heavy Rain
High– 84.3º F | Low – 66.9º F

TUE 27 Aug

Clear Skies
High – 78.0º F | Low – 60.7º F

WED 28 Aug

Clear Skies
High – 73.0º F | Low – 58.8º F

THU 29 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 77.9º F | Low – 67.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

No Plastic Bags

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop off sites, or

putting out your residential recycling bin for the pickup, please DO 

NOT put items in plastic bags. They are not recyclable at Great River 

Regional Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins

with a 4-2 vote with a strange abstention from Coun-
cilman Chad Cangas who said he wanted more deliber-
ation. The measure requires three readings to become 
part of the city’s code, but the third reading can be 
waived with a majority vote of the council.

Councilman Chris Greenwald said he’d like to see the 
issue cleaned up before rodeo.

If the council approves a final third reading or waives 
the third reading, the ordinance would need to pub-
lished in the Fort Madison Daily Democrat and once 
it’s published would become part of the city’s code.

The meeting will also include a resolution to set a 
public hearing on the reconstruction of 2nd to 6th 
Street on Avenue H.

The city set a public hearing for last Tuesday’s meet-
ing, but then indicated on the agenda they wouldn’t 
hold the hearing, and then held the hearing, prior to a 
scheduled vote to reject a bid from Jones Contracting 
for $3.3 million for the work.

The vote never surfaced because the resolution died 
for lack of a motion.

Pen City Current questioned the validity of putting 
the hearing on the agenda, and then listing on a pub-
lished agenda that the hearing wouldn’t be held, and 
then holding the hearing.

Pat Jones of Jones’ Contracting and Tim Cutsforth of 
HR Green, the engineering firm overseeing the project, 
both spoke on the project during the public hearing.

City Clerk Melinda Blind said after the meeting that 
the hearing was going to be rescheduled.

ATVs - Continued from Page 1

Council adds 
ordinance to 

special meeting
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
expanding its payment options to now accept debit 
cards and Automated Clearing House (ACH) debit. 
These paperless payment options enable FSA customers 
to pay farm loan payments, measurement service fees, 
farm program debt repayments and administrative 
service fees, as well as to purchase aerial maps.

“Our customers have spoken, and we’ve listened,” 
said Bill Northey, USDA’s Under Secretary for Farm 
Production and Conservation. “Finding ways to im-
prove customer service and efficiency is important for 
our farmers, ranchers, producers, and forest landown-
ers who work hard for our nation every day. Now, our 
customers can make electronic payments instantly by 
stopping in our offices or calling over the phone.”

Previously, only cash, check, money orders and wires 

were accepted. By using debit cards and ACH debit, 
transactions are securely processed from the customer’s 
financial institution through Pay.gov, the U.S. Trea-
sury’s online payment hub. 

While traditional collection methods like cash and 
paper checks will continue, offering the new alterna-
tives will improve effectiveness and convenience to 
customers while being more cost effective. In 2017, the 
average cost to manually process checks, a process that 
included navigating multiple systems, cost USDA more 
than $4.6 million. The expanded payment options will 
cut the time employees take processing payments by 75 
percent. 

“At USDA, we’re focused on modernization to im-
prove customer service,” said Northey. “If half of our 

FSA add payment options for farmers

See OPTIONS, page 8
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

The following is the 
weekly fishing report from 
the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources for 
southeast Iowa lakes, riv-
ers and ponds

Iowa River (Columbus 
Junction to Mississippi 

River)
The recent spotty heavy 

rains brought the Iowa 
up a couple of feet, but it’s 
headed back down. Chan-
nel Catfish - Fair: Work 
the bigger brush piles. The 
rise in the water level got 
them biting, but now it’s 
dropping again.

Lake Belva Deer
Water temperature is 

78-80 degrees, still getting 
too warm during the day 
to cool down the lake. 
Largemouth Bass - Fair: 
Look for bass around the 
mounds in the deeper 
water at the upper end 
and around the rip-rap at 
the lower end of the lake. 
Early morning or late 
evening is best. Bluegill 
- Fair: Bluegills are out 
deep. Start in 10 to 12 
feet of water early in the 
morning. Channel Catfish 
- Fair: Most catfish have 
moved into deeper water; 
start along the old creek 
channel. 

Lake Darling 
The rain helped knock 

down the green color 
(algae) in the lake. Weath-
er has been up and down 
lately, messing with the 
fishing. Largemouth Bass - 
Good: Anglers are picking 
up a few more bass early 
in the morning. Work 

the fallen trees and brush 
piles to catch a few before 
they head out deep for the 
balance of the day. Bluegill 
- Fair: Most bluegills have 
moved off into deeper wa-
ter (8-10 feet) around the 
rock piles and brush piles. 
Channel Catfish - Fair: 
Catfish have wrapped up 
the spawn. Try drift fish-
ing with cut bait along the 
old creek channel in the 
lake. Black Crappie - Fair: 
Slow drift or troll over the 
habitat in 10 to 12 feet of 
water. Early morning or 
late evening is best.

Lost Grove Lake
Water temperature is 

bouncing from 78 to 80 
degrees. The water was still 
pretty green a couple of 
days ago; the rain helped 
knock that down some. 
Largemouth Bass - Good: 
Bass fishing is starting to 
pick up, especially just 
about dark. Work them 
out along the edges of the 
weed beds and out around 
the trees and brush piles 
in 4-6 feet of water using 
soft plastics. Black Crap-
pie - Fair: Anglers con-
tinue to pick up crappies 
out around edges of the 
flooded timber in 8 to 10 
feet of water. Try vertical 
jigging or using a slip bob-
ber and minnow. Bluegill 
- Fair: The nicer bluegills 
remain out in deeper 
water; smaller ones are in 
shallow. Channel Catfish 
- Fair: Anglers continue 
to catch catfish below the 
causeway.

Skunk River (Coppock 

to Mississippi River)
The North Skunk 

jumped up with the rains 
and the South Skunk came 
up a little bit, too. Should 
be down to Brighton soon 
and move on down river. 
Channel Catfish - Fair: 
Try to hit the rise in water 
level and catch a few nice 
catfish looking for an easy 
meal.

For more information 
on the above lake, call the 
Lake Darling Fisheries 
Office at 319-694-2430.

Coralville Reservoir 
The lake is at normal 

summer pool. Channel 
Catfish – Fair: Slow troll or 
drift cut bait in the chan-
nel. White Crappie - Fair: 
Use minnows or bright 
jigs over brush piles. 

Diamond Lake 
Channel Catfish - Fair: 

Try stink bait or chicken 
liver. Bluegill - Fair: Use 
worms or small jigs fished 
in brush. Black Crappie 
- Fair: Fish brush piles or 
drift the basin with jigs.

Lake Macbride 
Only outboards 10 hp 

or less may be operated 
on the lake. Walleye - Fair. 
Black Crappie - Slow. Wip-
er (Hybrid Striped Bass) 
- Slow. Largemouth Bass 
- Fair. Channel Catfish - 
Fair. Bluegill - Fair.

Pleasant Creek Lake 
The main ramp is still 

closed for repaving. Blue-
gill - Fair. Channel Catfish 
- Fair: Evenings are best.

For more information, 
contact the Lake Macbride 
Fisheries Station at 319-

624-3615.
Hawthorn Lake

Largemouth Bass - Fair: 
Try rubber worms or spin-
nerbaits along the rock 
jetties and the face of the 
dam. Use topwater lures 
early and late in the day in 
the same spots. Channel 
Catfish - Fair: Try dead 
chubs or nightcrawlers in 
4-8 feet of water. Bluegill - 
Fair: Use small jigs tipped 
with a waxworm. Sorting 
is needed for larger fish.

Lake Miami
Bluegill - Fair: Try small 

jigs tipped with a chunk 
of nightcrawler fished 
around the fishing jetties 
and rip-rapped shorelines. 
Largemouth Bass - Good: 
Use crankbaits or rubber 
worms around the fishing 
jetties and around the 
submerged cedar trees. 
Channel Catfish - Fair: Try 
nightcrawlers along the 
shorelines.

Lake Sugema
Largemouth Bass - 

Good: Use spinnerbaits or 
crankbaits around rip-
rapped shorelines and the 
fishing jetties. Try rubber 

worms around openings 
in the vegetation. Black 
Crappie - Slow: Use jigs 
tipped with a minnow 
around the flooded timber 
and submerged structure. 
Keep moving until you 
find active fish. Bluegill 
- Fair: Try small jigs jigs 
tipped with a chunk of 
nightcrawler in the open 
areas of the aquatic vege-
tation.

Lake Wapello
Channel Catfish - Fair: 

Use cut bait or dead chubs 
along the shore. Don’t fish 
too deep, most lakes have 
stratified. Largemouth 
Bass - Fair: Use rubber 
worms or spinnerbaits 
around rock jetties and 
submerged cedar trees. 
Bluegill - Fair: Try small 
jigs along the shorelines 
and around the aquatic 
vegetation. 

Rathbun Reservoir
The current lake level is 

905.67 msl. Normal op-
erating elevation is 904.0 
msl. Lake Rathbun has ze-
bra mussels, so make sure 
to properly drain, clean, 
and dry equipment before 

transporting to another 
water body. Channel Cat-
fish - Good: Try cut bait 
or nightcrawlers fished 
along the shorelines. Black 
Crappie - Slow: Catch 
suspended crappie with 
small crankbaits. Sorting 
is needed for larger fish. 
Wiper (Hybrid Striped 
Bass) - Good: Anglers 
have been successful troll-
ing crankbaits along rocky 
shores. Anglers are also 
vertically jigging over rock 
piles with some success. 
Walleye - Slow: Troll baits 
that imitate gizzard shad 
or bottom bouncers with 
a nighcrawler over sub-
merged points or along 
rocky shores.

Red Haw Lake
Channel Catfish - Fair: 

Use cut bait or nightcrawl-
ers along the shorelines. 
Bluegill - Fair: Try small 
jigs with a chunk of night-
crawler fished around the 
shores and submerged 
structure. Largemouth 
Bass - Good: Use rubber 
worms or spinnerbaits 
around brush piles and 
other submerged structure

The district includes 
Mahaska, Lucas, Wayne, 
Monroe, Appanoose, 
Wapello, Davis and Van 
Buren counties. Contact 
the Rathbun Fish Hatch-
ery at 641-647-2406 with 
questions about fishing in 
south central Iowa.

Cooler parts of day producing better bass fishing

https://secure.acsevents.org/site/Ticketing;jsessionid=00000000.app306a?view=Tickets&id=124608&NONCE_TOKEN=3FD9668FC54A8B57A4A9CBA32C1CB988&fbclid=IwAR3Mi8X990ppEl3PbTi1zurgW8YNr3KLj5RUNhmqjiQ9A9Zo9GbAr5ioKFY
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front/Lottery Numbers

8/23 MID-DAY
0 9 5

8/23 EVENING
5 0 7

8/23 MID-DAY
6 9 3 4

 8/23 EVENING
9 3 2 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

8/23
11 15 37 54 68 
Mega Ball: 21
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

now, we really don’t know what we don’t have done 
or what we need to do. It will be a couple weeks or 
months before we get all that put together, but we’re 
pretty much done. It was all well thought out and 
planned and the board worked with us real well.”

Menke said the building was a collaboration of 
efforts of the communities in the system to bring a 
better environment to the students and staff.

 “The communities have come together to create a 
learning experience for generations to come,” he said. 
“It’s with the support of the community that we’ve 
been able to do this.”

Sheerin said it couldn’t have been a better day for the 
event.

“The thing about it is you couldn’t have scripted a 
better day,” he said.

“The morning started with beautiful sunshine and 
happy, smiling faces. Honest to God it was the most 
picturesque thing that you could think about. For me, not being from here, it 
epitomized everything I thought middle America was.”

He said, as Bishop Thomas Zinkula issued a blessing on the new facility, an 
eagle soared in the sky above the students assembled on Avenue D in front of the 
elementary.

“We had kids happy coming into school, the sun shining without a cloud in the 
sky, parents here and everybody friendly, and then to top it off there was a bald 
eagle soaring above,” Sheerin said.

 “It was the perfect balance of mass, patriotism, sun shining. It couldn’t have 
been a better poster for America. It made you feel that good. I hope every school 
has this same type of opening day.”

The first two days meals were prepared by Elliott Test Kitchen founder Kumar 
Wickramasingha as an added treat to the students.

The first floor will hold the K-3rd grade students, a new cafeteria and kitchen 
and some administrative and staff space and a small centralized media center.

The upper floor holds classrooms for 4th – 6th grade students. With classrooms 
running down the east side of the building all but one of the classrooms is ex-
pandable. Sheerin said there is still some small issues to deal with like new tables 
for the cafeteria and some signage and decoration that he wants the students to be 
a part of creating.

The building was funded totally by private donations and pledges secured over 
the past 2.5 years.

HTC - Continued from Page 1

New school opens with 
fanfare and blessings

Above Holy Trinity 
Catholic Elementa-
ry Principal Michael 
Sheerin directs traffic 
as students prepare 
to enter the system’s 
new K-6 elementary 
school. At left, Bishop 
Thomas Zinkula talks 
with students who are  
waiting to enter the 
new building for the 
first time on Friday 
morning.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“For me, not 
being from here, 
it epitomized ev-
erything I thought 
middle America 

could be.”
 -Michael Sheerin,

HTC Elementary 
Principal

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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the classifieds
Chateau Apartments Extra 

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 206301W-04

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $29.41/hr.

plus built in shift OT) and a
Comprehensive Benefits 

Package
General Operators work a 
12-hour rotating schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers

Under Search Jobs: Click - 
US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information 

and requirements
   

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an
E-Verify Employer

DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

NOTICE OF JOB OPENING
Collections Clerk

Lee County Attorney’s Office
Keokuk, Iowa

 
Lee County Attorney’s Office has an immediate opening for a 

part-time collections clerk position (20 hours per week).

The position’s successful applicant is preferred (but not 
required) to have the following:

1. Completion of some college level administrative support 
courses or any equivalent combination of training and expe-
rience.
2. Knowledge of legal terminology, legal format, and legal 
forms.
3. Knowledge of modern office practices, procedures, and 
equipment.
4. Knowledge of Electronic Document Management System 
(EDMS).
5. Knowledge of Iowa Courts Online.
6. Knowledge of Iowa Department of Transportation tran-
scripts.
7. Ability to prepare accurate and timely documents, corre-
spondence, and reports.
8. Ability to learn and/or operate the county Attorney’s Office 
computer programs.
9. Ability to understand and follow written and oral instructions.
10. Ability to use Microsoft Outlook, Word, and Excel.
11. Ability to work in a fast-paced environment
12. Ability to multi-task.
13. Ability to communicate with others using tact and diplo-
macy.
14. Ability to establish and maintain effective working relation-
ships with supervisors, attorneys, co-workers, and the public, 
as well as  law enforcement personnel, Clerk of Court, Trea-
surer and Iowa Department of Transportation.
15. Ability to maintain a large filing system of current and 
closed files.

The starting wage is $14.96 per hour.  

The deadline for submitting a resume is
September 6, at 4:30 p.m.

Please send resume to
Ross Braden, Lee County Attorney

at P. O. 824, Keokuk, IA  52632
or e-mail to rbraden@leecounty.org

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTHELP WANTED

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

Call Lee today! (319)371.4125

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT
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type 1 diabetes and 
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Advertise your 
service business

90 days • 
Only $2499

Up to 150 words 
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@
pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

Submitted article
FORT MADISON – Fort Madison 

Community Hospital recognized Kayla 
Clark as their July Employee of the 
Month. Clark works in the Information 
Technology (IT) Department at FMCH. 
She has been with FMCH for 11 years. 
Kayla was recognized with the following 
nomination.

Kayla exemplifies these Standards of 
Behavior -positive attitude, commit-
ment to co-workers, and respect for our 
resources. This person should be the 
next employee of the month because she 
is endlessly striving to improve clinic 
processes and workflows. She goes above 
and beyond by listening to provider and 
staff issues/concerns and always tries to 
find a way to make things easier. If she 
doesn’t know the answer, she will find 

it. The staff can truly count on her. Even 
with all the frustration that a new system 
can bring she works continuously with a 
positive attitude and a smile on her face!

“Wendy Matlock, Matt Mullins, Shane 
Tapper, and everyone I have learned 
from over the years, which is almost 
everyone at FMCH, have made a differ-
ence in my career here. My favorite part 
of working at FMCH are the people,” 
expressed Clark.

Kayla enjoys spending time with her 
husband and young son, Andrew, Jr. and 
staying busy doing projects.

The Employee of the Month is an 
initiative developed by the Reward & 
Recognition team. Each month a FMCH 
employee is honored for going above 
and beyond for the good of the patient, 
their co-workers and the organization.

FMCH honors Clark as July 
Employee of the Month

Pictured left to right, FMCH staff came out to congratulate Kayla Clark, 
second from left, along with left to right; Shelby Burchett, COO, Kayla 
Clark, Dan Linhart, CFO and Shane Tapper, Health System Executive, 
Information Systems on her Employee of the Month award.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

PRODUCTION
POSITION

Must be capable of lifting 
50#. Competitive Wage and 
Benefit Package. Depend-
ability Is Required!

Quality Plus Feeds
s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com

319-469-3167
www.qualityplusfeedinc.com/

http://www.dupont.com/careers
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com
http://www.qualityplusfeedinc.com/
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Place your ad now! Call Lee – 319.371.4125

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-6959

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Click this ad or call for a quote today!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

SHUG (Brenda) DERR – OWNER
319-754-SHUG (7484) • email: service@shugstinytown.com

shugstinytown.com

3200 Agency St., Ste. 120 • Burlington, IA 52601
9 am – 7 pm Mon. – Sat.

Sundays open for private parties only
Interactive Play Center to Encourage Creativity and Imagination

Party & Event Center
Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.shugstinytown.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
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Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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Largest Miniature Dollhouse Shoppe in Iowa
Stuff-A-Pet Station

9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat.

- shop online at www.dollhousedreams.com

Take A Step Back in Time & Visit

820 Avenue G • Fort Madison, Iowa • 319-372-0599
email: brenda@dollhousedreams.com • 9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat. • dollhousedreams.com

Hand-Scooped Ice Cream • Old-Fashioned Fountain Drinks
Paninis • Kids Meals • Coffees • Floats and More!

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

319.372.0599 | 877.875.6500 | 319.470.4674
820 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5

SAT 9-5

FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G

372-8271

Madeline Leake, Owner

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Chaz & the
Channel Catz

FRIDAY
AUGUST 30TH

8pm-11ish

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.seiowayoga.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/The-Colony-Shop-and-Bridal-Loft-1381930098524470/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

FREE ADMISSION
August 26th at 1pm

presented by

at the Fox Theater, Downtown Fort Madison

ed it through and have blessing of some of the council,” 
Mohrfeld said Friday.

He said the work that lays ahead of the city certainly 
isn’t easy or popular.

“I gotta be honest – the most glaring thing in front of 
Fort Madison is not glamorous. There are gonna have 
to be some hard decisions made when we set direction 
for the budget moving forward,” Mohrfeld said. “We’ve 
got a potential shortfall and a budget cliff coming in 
the next few years. Even if it’s half of what we project, 
its still severe. That’s gotta be addressed as we bring the 
council together with one voice.”

He said if elected to the seat, everything’s on the table 
to keep Fort Madison moving forward.

“I think you’re naive if you take something off the 
table. To get where they need to be, it’s going to take a 
multi-faceted solution, and when you take something 
off the table, you put pressure on something else.”

1st Ward Councilman Chris Greenwald said Ran-
dolph’s leadership was imperative to Fort Madison’s 

future and will be reflected in its history.
“I talked Brad into running 13 years 

ago and that was one of the best things 
I’ve ever done. He’s sharp, he’s classy, he’s 
educated. History will judge us all and 
I not only believe it will judge him well, 
but I believe it already has,” Greenwald 
said.

At-large Councilman Rusty Andrews, 
despite a recent dustup with the may-
or over the financials of the North Lee 
County Historical Society where An-
drews serves as treasurer, said he’s not 
sure anyone could have done a better job 
than Randolph.

“I can’t think of anybody that could 
have done it better. Again, some of my views are differ-
ent than his, but that’s politics and that’s what makes it 
great,” Andrews said. 

“I honestly couldn’t think of a better person to do 
the job. It’s not for everybody. It takes time from your 
family and dammit – at the end of the day somebody’s 
gonna hate ya.”

Fifth Ward Councilman Chad Cangas said he was 
stunned with the news.

“He still had a lot of things in progress. I was just 

stunned when I read it. He was still so involved in 
things. We didn’t know anything until the email came 
out today,” Cangas said.

 ‘I think he was a good face for the city and he cer-
tainly put in the time. When he went to work to save 
the platform and that was going above and beyond to 

get that done. He made it happen.”
Councilman Bob Morawitz said he 

wasn’t overly surprised by the news con-
sidering Randolph had said a month ago 
he wasn’t sure he was going to run again.

“He had talked about it over a month 
ago where he was contemplating it 
and I didn’t know where he was going 
with that, but I thought if he was think-
ing about not running, he probably 
wouldn’t.”

Morawitz said Randolph was dedicated 
to his post and did great work for the city

 “I’ve been very happy with his service 
and he’s done a great job for the city. We 
don’t always agree, but his heart is in it 

for the city. He does a lot behind the scenes and I really 
appreciate that.”

Greenwald also confirmed Friday that he won’t be 
seeking re-election in November. He said he hopes the 
city is better now that it was when he took office.

 “When Steve Ireland passed away, one of the things I 
said in tribute to him, even in the short time he was in 
office, was he left it better than he found it,” Greenwald 
said. “I hope I’ve done that and I think I have.”

He pointed to the increase in the city’s tax base in 
the past 13 years compared to the previous 30 years as 
proof of the city’s better footing. But he said his biggest 
regret will be the toll politics takes on people.

“I regret having enemies I don’t know – and who 
don’t know me. This town needs to learn how to agree 
to disagree.” 

With Greenwald stepping down, two other well-
known Fort Madison residents have put their name in 
the hat for the first ward.

Rebecca Bowker and Chris Sorrentino both con-
firmed Friday they have taken out paperwork. Sorrenti-
no, who made an unsuccessful run for mayor two years 
ago, said a city council spot may be a better spot. But 
he said with Randolph’s announcement, he may rethink 

the candidacy.
“That’s a development of a different field for the race 

this year. I’m still focused on the 1st ward seat, but I’m 
not 100% decided as of yet and am still talking it over 
with certain people and family,” Sorrentino said. 

“I was kind of hoping Brad would stay in his seat 
another term. So if I got the 1st ward seat 
I would have a chance to work with him.”

Sorrentino is an over-the-road, 
self-employed truck driver who leases 
to Curry’s Transport. He’s been in Fort 
Madison since 2009.

Bowker is the executive officer at the 
Iowa State Penitentiary where she’s been 

employed for the past 11 years and prior to that was in 
the private sector for 14 years in Fort Madison.

She said the city is facing some big things and she 
wants to lend her experience and passion to those 
causes.

“I think we’re on the cusp of some very exciting 
things for the city of Fort Madison and I want to be a 
part of that,” she said. “I’m hoping with my experience 
and investment in the community, I can be a vital part 
of the change.”

She said the city can’t function in a silo and needs to 
reach out to the other communities in the county and 
the county itself and garner those resources.

Papers for the upcoming election can be turned in 
starting Aug. 26 for the Nov. 5 election.

Other seats on the council up for election in Novem-
ber will be the 3rd Ward seat, Chad Cangas’ 5th Ward 
seat, and Kevin Rink’s at-large seat.

Rink said he hasn’t made a commitment to the 
re-election but did take out papers.

“I’m on the fence and if I jump over the fence I’ll have 
my signatures,” he said.

Rink is facing possibly two candidates for his at-
large seat in November, one of which is Tyler Miller, a 
21-year-old resident. The other is Jerry Hamilton.

Miller said he’s running to represent the younger vot-
ers in Fort Madison. He currently works at Merschman 
Fertilizer. Miller said he also is concerned about prop-
erty tax rates deterring people from living or staying in 
the city.

“I’m running to represent the youth here. To show 
the young people they need to step up and play a role. 
What’s this city going to be like in 20 years if we don’t 
engage the young people,” Miller said.

Council poised for shakeup in November elections
COUNCIL - Continued from Page 1
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RINK

MOHRFELD

customers use these new payment options, we’ll see 
a $1 million savings in one year. These new payment 
methods are one part of a much larger effort to expand 
options for our customers, as well as to make our ser-
vices more effective and efficient.”

Today’s announcement marks the beginning of a 
multi-phased roll-out of new payment options for 
USDA customers. Ultimately, payment option flexi-

bility will be extended to allow farmers and producers 
to use debit cards and ACH debit payments to make 
payments for all FSA programs, including farm storage 
facility loan repayments, farm loan facility fees, market-
ing assistance loan repayments, Dairy Margin Coverage 
(DMC) administrative fees and premiums and Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) fees.

To learn more, contact your FSA county office, visit 
farmers.gov, or download the “Make Your FSA Pay-
ments Instantly” fact sheet.

OPTIONS - Continued from Page 1

USDA rolling out different payment options

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://oakhollowcampground.net
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://farmers.gov
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