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Catfish Bend exec eyeing 
sports wagering bill

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON - An 
executive with Great 
River Entertainment 
in Burlington said a 
pending bill and Su-
preme Court decision 
on legalizing sports 
gambling in the state will 
take the “darkness” out 
of the $150 billion illegal 
gambling industry in the 
United States.

Gary Hoyer, CEO of 
Great River Entertain-
ment, the parent com-
pany of Catfish Bend 
Casino in Burlington, 
said he doesn’t think the 
move will generate a lot 
of gambling revenues for 
the casino itself, but it 
will bring more patrons 
to the facility.

“If it’s legalized and 
we’re able to do it in 
Iowa, I would envision 
that Catfish Bend would 
participate,” Hoyer said 
Tuesday afternoon. 

“We’ve talked about 
different ways we could 
add that to our facility as 
a component and what 
that would look like. I’m 
not sure what the Iowa 
legislation is going to 
authorize and what they 

would allow us to do, but 
we would comply with 
regulations.”

Some casinos and 
resorts in the state are 
formulating plans to deal 
with sports wagering 
in their facilities, some 

including sports book 
facilities.

Hoyer said he didn’t 
foresee any additional 
construction for the 
casino, but he has been 

FM’s Hoyer says it’s time all states are allowed to benefit

See BILL, page 8

County puts PSAP money back in budget
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - After settling on a $158,000 short-
fall in the county budget, county officials replaced 
$90,000 in expenses to the budget including a $75,000 
payment to the county’s Public Safety Answering 
Point, that had been removed in an effort to get the 
budget shortfall minimized.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the 
Lee County Supervisors, that money, 
along with $10,000 to county libraries 
and $5,000 to the Lee County Fair Board, 
was added back to the proposed budget. 
County Budget Director Cindy Ren-

strom said the new figures generate an approximate 
$160,000 shortfall in the next fiscal year that ends 
June, 30, 2019.

A budget sheet handed out at the meeting shows a 
negative balance of $1.681 million. However a mental 
health fund, or Fund 10, as it’s known on the county 
books has $1.492 million that the county is project-
ing to spend down. There is no levy this year for that 
department as state regulations require counties to 
have those funds used for services prior to 2020. That 

RENSTROM

See BUDGET, page 8

CLASS 1A GIRLS REGIONALS

Crusaders win wild 
one in Winfield

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WINFIELD - Sometimes you just can’t make sense of 
it, but whatever, what matters is the Holy Trinity Catholic 
girls basketball team advanced to the Region 5 semifinals 
with a 53-38 win over Winfield-Mt. Union on Tuesday 
night.

With the win, the Crusaders now travel to the halls of 
Montezuma on Friday night for a 7 p.m. regional semifi-
nal.

The game was wild pretty much the whole night. The 
Crusaders started the game with ice cold 
shooting and missing from everywhere 
on the court going 0-5 as the Wolves 
jumped out to a 4-0 lead on back-to-
back buckets inside by senior Lexee 
Hartsock, which forced a quick time out 
by HTC head coach Tony Johnson.

The stoppage worked as the Crusad-
ers then came back and raced out to a 
14-2 advantage through the rest of the quarter, mostly in 
transition after breaking the Winfield press. HTC took 
their first lead with about 1:30 left in the period at 8-6 on 
a bucket by junior Taylor Boeding. Boeding finished with 
11 points to tie the team high with Emily Box.

Holy Trinity ended up shooting 7 of 18 from the field 
in the first quarter against only one turnover, but the 
Wolves committed eight turnovers in the press, while 
shooting three of 7.

HTC would stretch the lead to nine at 20-11 on a 

JOHNSON

10th-ranked Montezuma up 
next for Crusaders Friday

See REGIONALS, page 2

“I don’t see us adding a building, but I do see us 
renovating and creating a space that’s unique and 

adds that sort of venue to our property.”
 -Gary Hoyer

CEO, Great River Entertainment
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 14 Feb

Light Rain
High – 41.5º F | Low – 36.2º F

THU 15 Feb

Light Rain
High– 41.8º F | Low – 33.5º F

FRI 16 Feb

Light Snow
High– 24.1º F | Low – 4.3º F

SAT 17 Feb

Clear Skies
High – 24.6º F | Low – 21.4º F

SUN 18 Feb

Light Rain
High– 36.7º F | Low – 33.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

three-point play from 
Madison Mohrfeld who 
scored inside, was fouled, 
and the converted the 
freebie. Winfield was able 

to convert a bucket on 
their next possession and 
then with 3:19 left in the 
half, sophomore Ashlynn 
Haas popped a 3-ball from 

far left side to give the 
Crusaders a 23-13 lead. 
Then the wheels fell off...
or, as junior Emily Box 
said after the game with 
a chuckle...”We took our 
usual three minutes break 
and zoned out.”

And that’s exactly what 
is was as Winfield went 
on an 11-0 run where 
Winfield took advantage 
of several two and three 
shot possessions where 
the Crusaders couldn’t 
seem to find the handle 
on the ball at either end of 
the court. Allie McArtor 
scored on a put-back with 
four seconds on the clock 
to give the Wolves a 24-23 
lead. HTC rushed down 
the floor and tossed up a 
3-ball that clanked off the 
back of the rim.

“I would say in the sec-
ond quarter we got a little 
out of control,” said senior 
Brett Schneider. “But I 
think it says something 
this time that we were able 
to fight through it and win 
in the end.”

The Crusaders, who 
are 11-12 on the season, 

have lost five games in the 
fourth quarter this year 
and despite the smiles 
and laughter of the girls 
working through the 
second half, they were able 
to build a lead in the third 
that they wouldn’t relin-
quish the rest of the game.

Madison Mohrfeld 
scored the first points of 
the second half inside to 
give the Crusaders the lead 
again and then Box con-

verted two free throws and 
Mohrfeld hit the front end 
of a one-and-one to take a 
27-24 lead. But Hartsock 
scored inside again and 
Karla Schlee made two 
free throws off a Saman-
tha Hoenig foul to give 
W-MU another one point 
advantage. Lauren Jamison 
scored on the next pos-
session for the Wolves to 
make it a three-point lead 
and it seemed as if HTC 

was going down a familiar 
road.

But Schneider hit a free 
throw and then Mohrfeld 
scored off an offensive 
rebound to tie the game at 
30.  At 2:42 HTC’s defense 
held and Mohfeld was 
hacked on the next pos-
session down the floor, but 
only converted the front 
end of the one-and-one 

Crusaders have hands full on Friday

HTC senior Brett Schneider goes up for a layup in the fourth quarter 
of the Crusaders’ win on Tuesday night. Schneider finished with eight 
points on the night.
.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

REGIONALS - Continued from Page 1

Ashlynn Haas gets called for a charge on this 
play as she was headed to the basket on a 
fast-break off a steal at the other end of the 
court. See HTC, page 3

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
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Sports/Lottery Numbers

  2/13 MID-DAY
8 5 1 

 2/13 EVENING
9 1 7 

 2/13 MID-DAY
8 5 4 3

 2/13 EVENING
6 5 3 7

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 2/13
5 12 15 46 49 
Lucky Ball: 1
Megaplier: 4

Visit Us Online! • www.grrwa.com • facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

New Beginnings
      Twenty

Celebrate
8Teen

!
Thank you to all of our customers who helped us 

reduce our environmental footprint in 2017! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority is 
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage 

our environmental footprint and help educate our 
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:
Please do not place plastic bags in recycling bins.

Rinse & Clean all food jars and cans before 
placing in recycling bins. 

Flatten boxes for better storage and volume 
reduction. *Empty all boxes before recycling.

Place all recyclable products loose in bins. 

Do not recycle wrapping paper.

Properly dispose of all electronics and household 
hazardous waste. Click Here for more guidance! 

For your convenience:
• Convenient Drop-Off Locations in 10 cities

• Curbside Recycling Bins are available at our 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

• HHW Collection Available by appointment during regular 
business hours at our Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

to give HTC a one-point 
lead. HTC’s press again 
gave Winfield trouble and 
the Wolves wouldn’t score 
again until the final sec-
onds of the period, while 
the Crusaders raced out to 
a 37-32 lead going into the 
final period.

Hartsock again cut the 
lead to three on a bucket 
inside which would be 
the last field goal on the 
night for W-MU. Boeding 
connected on her first 3 
pointer of the game. She 
had scored 22 and17 in her 
last two games, converting 
nine three pointers over 
the stretch.

The Crusaders then 
committed three consec-
utive personal fouls, but 
Winfield was only able to 
convert three of the six 
free throws.

With Johnson continu-
ing to employ pressure on 
inbound plays, the Crusad-
ers began committing fouls 
in the press and sending 
Winfield to the free throw 
line while continuing to 
stop the clock. But again 
the hosts were unable to 
capitalize on the frenzied 
pace of the game, convert-
ing only two of six free 
throws.  With about :38 
left in the game, Boeding 
drove the lane and threw 
up an underhanded scoop 
shot in the lane drawing 

a foul. She converted the 
second of the two free 
throws to set the final 
score at 53-38.

“It was pretty nice to 
have a comeback in the 
fourth quarter,” Schneider 
said. “I think that’s a good 
thing for us.”

Johnson said, as was the 
case in the second quarter, 
that different combinations 
of players have different re-
sults and the Crusaders at 
times suffer with that and 
at others they succeed.

“It’s whatever is click-
ing,” Johnson said after 
the game. “Sometimes we 
have combinations that 
aren’t working out and at 
other times we seem to 
do all right. I told the girls 
we were gonna find those 
combinations and then 
ride ‘em out until they 
stopped working.”

He said Box, who fouled 
out without about two 
minutes left in the game, 
and Schneider, can get 
fouls in a hurry in those 
frenzied times and that’s 
something they’ll have to 
keep an eye on with Mon-
tezuma waiting on Friday 
night.

The Braves feature a 
couple of six foot post 
players and are 18-3 with 
two of their losses com-
ing to undefeated North 
Mahaska, who sits on the 

other side of the bracket 
semifinals facing Iowa 
Mennonite.

“We’re going to have to 
really work on boxing out. 
That’s where they’re really 
strong and we didn’t do a 
very good job of that to-
night. Winfield had a 250 
rebound advantage over us 
coming into tonight and 
you could see that in the 
game.”

Boeding and Box each 
had 11 to lead a balanced 
scoring attack for the 
Crusaders. Brett Schneider 
had eight for HTC while 
Mohrfeld and Erin An-
derson each added seven 
points. Samantha Hoenig, 
Mya Lawlor, and Haas all 
had three points for HTC.

Crusaders speed offsets 
poor rebounding in win

HTC- Continued from Page 2

Emily Box goes in for 
two of her 11 points 
on the night Tuesday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.grrwa.com
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2018 Class 3A State Wrestling

220 26th Street
Fort Madison
(319)372.2403

www.fortmadisony.org

Good Luck at State
WRESTLERS

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.yourheatandairguy.com

Like us on Facebook!

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

~ 24 Hour Service ~
~ Never an Overtime Charge ~

~ FREE Estimates ~
~ Servicing All Makes ~

CONGRATULATIONS!
& GOOD LUCK AT STATE

CLASS 3A District Champs
Harlan, Aaron, Ryan, Dayne, and Danen

152 lbs. 43-3

Ranked 3rd in the state

4th state appearance

126 lbs.

27-14

2nd state appearance

Wells Fargo Arena
CLASS 3A

Thursday, Feb. 15 • 1:30 to 4:30
Friday, Feb. 16 • 9am-1pm; 

2:30-5:45 pm, 7:30 to 8:45 pm
Saturday, Feb. 17 • 10am-

2:15pm FINALS 6 p.m.

HARLAN STEFFENSMEIER RYAN STEFFENSMEIER

We are very proud of you!
Dad, Mom, Matthew, Emily and Elaina

GOOD LUCK
AT STATE, RYAN!

AARON STEFFENSMEIER DAYNE CORDRAY DANEN SETTLES
126 lbs.
27-10

1st state appearance

120 lbs.
25-17

2nd state appearance

145lbs.
27-10

1st state appearance

http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
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Your Full-Service Travel Agency

We Pride Ourselves on our Group Tours
Single Day Tours, Multi-Day Tours, Collette Vacation Tours, 

Sport Events, Cruises, Theateres and so much more

Honeymoons *Cruises *All Inclusive Trips
*Wedding Packages *Special Need Travel

*Corporate *Family Vacations *Couple Get-Away

Click this ad to visit us online or go to

www.trailwaystravel.com

535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA
319-372-2478 • www.griffinmuffler.com

EXPERIENCE
the Griffin Difference.

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G

Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
107 Toothache Drive

New London, IA 52645
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care
511 Columbia Street
Mediapolis, IA 52637

319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
320 N. 3rd Street Ste. 411

Burlington, IA 52601
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
1223 S. Gear Ave.

Eastman Plaza Ste. 302
W. Burlington, IA 52655

319-753.2515

111 N. 1st St.
Montrose, IA 52639

319-463-7150

Follow us on Facebook!

CONGRATULATIONS
FMHS WRESTLERS!

http://www.trailwaystravel.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.drmarkdds.com
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
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www.pencitycurrent.com

First. Fresh. Local.
Your News, Your Way >

•website •e–Edition
•mobile app • social media

ALWAYS FREE
Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information

902 Avenue G • Fort Madison
(319)372.4040

www.seia.rapmls.com

Let Hope help you
find your next homeGRRWA

Great River Regional Waste Authority

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA • (319)372.6140
111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA • (319)524.6175
Toll Free: 1(800)216.2370 • FAX (319)372.6222

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison
319-372-4233

Join a community 
where you belong.

3 John Bennett Drive • Fort Madison
(319)372.5225

www.leecountyhd.org

https://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/ioms.aspx
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Businss Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Wine
Roses

Wine
Roses
 & &

Fresh Flowers, Roses, Bears, 
Balloons, Chocolates & Wine

1135 Ave. E • Ft. Madison, IA 
319-372-3675 • www.4arose.com

Flower Shop Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4; Sat. 10-3 • Bar Hours: Wed.-Sat. 5-11

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

JOB OPPORTUNITY
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

• Production Supervisor – 2484
Are you seeking a career with an industry leader in 
its field, one that has a solid track record of perfor-
mance, and strong roots in its local community?
Are you looking for an opportunity to grow and de-
velop in a high-speed environment? Are you a leader 
that thinks outside the box, enjoys challenges, en-
gages people and can positively influence a culture 
of teamwork? 
If so come join our team!  Our next production super-
visor will be responsible for directing production as-
sociates to execute tasks, emphasizing safe behaviors 
and quality measures to meet the production needs 
required to package liquid consumer products. This is 
a salaried leadership role that leads a team of approx-
imately 50 people. 

Qualifications: B.S Degree in a relevant discipline re-
quired.

Benefits: Extremely competitive Health, Dental, & 
Vision coverage.  Unbelievable 401K with company 
match, and discounted stock purchasing program. 
Generous vacation policy, and much more!  
 

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call Morgan at (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

School Age Care 
Program Supervisor 

Wanted
Holy Trinity Early Childhood 
Center has an opening for a 
School Age Care Program 
Supervisor. This is a full-time 
(benefits eligible), year round 
position that requires the fol-
lowing qualifications:

• Associate’s Degree in Ed-
ucation or Early Childhood; 
Bachelor’s Degree pre-
ferred

• 2+ years experience work-
ing in a youth program or 
education

• Must be at least 18 years 
of age

• Able to pass a background 
check and complete train-
ing as required by Iowa 
DHS

• Enthusiastic and patient in 
working with children

Holy Trinity Early Childhood 
Center is also seeking sub-
stitute associates for our 
preschool and childcare pro-
grams.

Please contact
Stefanie Drollinger at 

stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org

or 319-372-6428
for application information.

HELP WANTED

the classifieds
Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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From the Front

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

looking at what options are available within the confines of the casino now.
“I don’t see us adding a building, but I do see us renovating and creating a space 

that’s unique and adds that sort of venue to our property,” he said. “I’m right in the 
middle of a major project right now and don’t see us adding on, but I do have room 
for something cool and exciting in the facility we have.”

What’s prompting the look-and-see stature is a case currently in the hands of the 
U.S. Supreme Court that was argued last month, A federal law, the Professional and 
Amatuer Sports Protection Act, or PASPA, passed in 1992, that prohibits sports wa-
gering in most states could be stricken down as being unconstitutional in its power 
to tell states they can’t regulate an illegal activity.

The case was argued in January and a decision is expected before the summer. In 
anticipation of that decision, House Study File 592, a bill that adds “sports gambling” 
to the Iowa Code definitions of gambling games, cleared the House Committee on 
State Government and is now in front of the House Commerce Committee. The bill 
provides for onsite and online sports wagering overseen by the state’s Racing and 
Gaming Commission.

Another hurdle in front of the proposed legislation is that the lobbyists for Major 
League Baseball and the National Basketball Association have come out against the 
Iowa bill unless they can grab 1% of the gross receipts of the wagering in the state. 
Numbers from the American Gaming Association estimate that about 95% of most 
sports wagering receipts are paid back to gamblers leaving 5% profit for the casinos. 
If the major league sports took 1% of the gross receipts, that amounts to 20% of the 
gross profits.

That doesn’t sit well with proponents of the bill.
“Yeah, and that’s not counting gaming tax. From what I’m being told, the econom-

ics don’t work if they take a 1%,” Hoyer said. “They don’t get that in Nevada why 
should they get that in Iowa. The major leagues are trying to scrape off a piece of 
that.”

Hoyer said as large of an industry as sports wagering is, it’s not a real profit center 
for the casino.

“It’ll get people in and participating in the game-watching and having cocktails 
and maybe doing something in the facility.”

The bill also contains language that would open up online sports wagering and 
companies could set up online wagering account services.

Hoyer said that the system would work better if there wasn’t an online option.
“I think it actually works better if we’re not online because it’s a such a thin profit 

center,” he said, “The benefit would be to get people to come to our facility. I’ve been 
told by our advisors that our leadership in Des Moines really wants to make it online 
to improve the involvement which would help with taxation. But If everybody had 
the ability to place bets online, I don’t see that translating into extra folks coming in 
to our facility.”

The bill would bring the $150 billion illegal market to light in the country and 
Hoyer said that’s good in many ways.

“I think it creates something new and different and something that people would 
try,” he said. “It’s obvious from statistics there is a huge appetite and market for 
betting on sports already. But it’s unregulated through bookies and not safe and it 
certainly doesn’t create a tax revenue. When the states take it over, they take a tax for 
one, and number two, it eliminates the dark and shady characters in the background 
making an illegal profit. Bringing it out of the closet, taxing it and regulating it im-
proves things for everyone.”

Currently only Delaware and Nevada have active legal sports betting due to a 
grandfather clause in the act for states that had previous licensed state gaming and 
met the law’s criteria.

“They’ve justified it for so many years with the grandfather clause in Nevada, but 
casinos are opening up and they can do it. That doesn’t sound like any grandfather 
clause I’ve ever heard of,” he said. It would be nice if all states could participate.”

Supreme Court ruling will 
set the agenda
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money was received by the county from 
the state to offset expenses incurred 
as a result of closures of mental health 
facilities across the state.

When that spend down is calculated 
out of the total shortfall, the county is 
looking at $188,968.

Supervisor Gary Folluo, who at a 
Feb. 2 meeting, asked Renstrom if it 
was possible to pull $75,000 out of the 
$150,000 the county fronts the PSAP 
organization. The county fronts the 
money in lieu of taxes as PSAP receives 
funds through the levy authority of the 
Lee County Emergency Management 
Commission. Commission director 
Steve Cirinna said the money is then 
paid back to the county in increments 
as the commission receives its tax 
proceeds. It was incorrectly reported on 
Feb. 3 that Renstrom suggested holding 
the funding back. Renstrom was re-
sponding to a question from Folluo as 
to the viability of holding the funding 
back, which was eventually held back at 
that meeting.

“At the last budget meeting we had to 
make some cuts and we cut some mon-
ey from PSAP and we were short about 
$158,000. Now we put that money back 
in and the library and fair and we’re 
short $160,000? How did that happen?” 
he asked Renstrom.

Renstrom said she forgot to change 
a couple of files that impact utility tax 
revenues on her spreadsheet and the 
entered numbers on the Iowa Depart-
ment of Management website that 
cleans things up, She said the budget 

that was approved by the supervisors 
on Tuesday has a $189,000 shortfall for 
the fiscal year.

Supervisor Rick Larkin made a 
motion to accept the budget with the 
$90,000 added back in and set it for 
public hearing on Feb. 27.

The county’s levy for 2018-19 under 
the proposed budget is $10.38/$1,000 
assessed valuation. The levy is bro-
ken down as follows: $3.50 - General 
Basic,; $3.15 General Supplemental; 
$0.88 - Emergency Management; 
$0.63 - Debt Service; and $2.24 - Rural 
Basic. The levy is projected to generate 
$12,231,384 for the county which is an 
increase of $539, 263 over fiscal year 
2018. The levy rate itself is the same as 
the previous two fiscal years.

As part of the workshop that took 
place after the regular meeting, Fort 
Madison Chief of Police, Tim Sittig, 
who chairs the PSAP board, along with 
all the board members with the excep-
tion of one, talked with the supervisors 
about the importance of keeping the 
funds in place while the PSAP board is 
able to save enough money to be totally 
self sufficient.

In other action, the board approved, 
4-1, another change order on the south 
Lee County Courthouse for $1,680 
for additional costs associated with 
flashing replacement on sections of the 
roof. Supervisor Ron Fedler, who has 
opposed almost all change orders due 
to the project coming in over budget, 
voted against the measure.

All in, county budget still 
$189,000 short of balanced
BUDGET - Continued from Page 1
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