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Tri-State Rodeo ends with a Pardi
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With the campfires being 
stamped out and trailers finding their way outta town, 
the 2017 Tri-State Rodeo may be remembered as one of 
the best ever.

Added events like the Friday night bullfights, coupled 
with the wildly popular CINCH Shootout, taking a fly-
er on 90s sensation Smash Mouth, and some awesome 
weather has General Chairman Josh Denning exhaling 
and thinking toward 2018.

Saturday’s performance put a wrap on the season 
with Nashville Country Star Jon Pardi giving the crowd 
one more reason to whoop and holler after MC Boyd 
Polhamus said goodbye to the crowd and Rodeo com-
petitors left it all on the arena dirt to walk away with 
Tri-State Rodeo championships.

Denning said Saturday night was close to a sellout 
and preliminary numbers indicate that more than 
32,000 people came to the performances Wednesday 
through Saturday and that doesn’t include the Lil Spurs 
rodeo and Special Kids rodeos that were free. Those 
two events set records for participation, too.

“We had record numbers on our Li’l Spurs Rodeo,” 
Denning said. “We had to shut down the registration 
early and next year we’ll probably have to cap that at 
166 riders. And we just had a huge turnout for the Spe-
cial Kids Rodeo on Sunday.”

Oskaloosa hands Hounds first loss

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

OSKALOOSA - The night turned 
upside down in hurry for the Blood-
hounds in a 58-14 loss to Oskaloosa 
Friday night.

Coming into the game 2-0, the 
Hounds were hoping to give the 
Indians, whose only loss was to top-
ranked Pella, a run for their money 
on the road.

But the first series set the tone for 
the game as Oskaloosa was all over 
the Hounds from the get go forcing 

two Lennon Barker incompletions 
on the first series of the game. On 4 
and 12 the snap sailed over the head 
of Barker and into the endzone. 
Barker flipped the ball out of the 
back of the endzone for a safety. Os-
kaloosa then returned the ensuing 
kick for a touchdown, but that was 
nullified by a holding penalty and 
the hosts took over at the Hounds’ 
41.

The Bloodhounds didn’t have an 
answer for the Indians senior quar-
terback Seth Howard who had suc-
cess running and throwing against 
the Hounds all night. He started 
by going 5 of 5 including a 19-yard 
touchdown to Tanner DeKock on 
their first drive of the game to give 

the Indians a 9-0 lead.
The Hounds regrouped and Bark-

er found Lorenzo Riles twice on the 
Hounds’ next possession, including 
a 16-yard completion on 1-10 from 
the 20 and then again for 31 yards 
on 3rd and 16 to get the ball to the 
Indians’ 11. On the next snap, Bark-
er found Quentin Estrada for a 10-
yard gain to the 1, where Alex Gully 
pushed across the goal line. The PAT 
was blocked and the Hounds were 
down 9-6.

The Indians got two first downs in 
the next series and then attempted a 
53-yard field goal that came up just 
short right and the Hounds took 

See FOOTBALL, page 4

WB-ND up next on 
Friday night at home

Now’s not the time to 
pull on the depot reins
The Fort Madison 

City Council may very 
soon be faced with an up 
or down vote to continue 
working toward moving 
the Amtrak depot back 
to it’s original location at 
the historic depot near 
downtown.

Fort Madison City 
Councilman Rusty An-
drews has voiced con-
cerns on several occasions 
about the continued usage 
of city funds on promot-

ing the city’s history. Solid 
stewardship of city funds 
is an admirable endeavor, 
and to Andrews’ credit, he 
wasn’t on 
the council 
when the 
ball started 
rolling on 
moving the 
Amtrak 
depot from 
its current location near 
the city’s waste water 

VANDENBERG

Friday turned 
upside down for 
this bull rider at 
the Tri-State Ro-
deo. Below left 
Gregg Brock-
man, a.k.a. 
“Shoeloose”, 
entertains Sat-
urday during 
the parade and 
bottom right, 
Smash Mouth 
performs Friday 
night.
Rodeo action photos courtesy 

of Devan Andrews,  Devan 
Marie Photography

See RODEO, page 10

See DEPOT, page 10
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Great River Hospice staff will help 
participants complete advance 
directives

BNSF bridge repairs to start 
with 3-hour closure on Monday

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison city officials and Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
officials have released times and dates for several closures of the swingspan bridge 
from Fort Madison to Illinois in the upcoming weeks and during the fall.

The first closure will take place on Monday, Sept. 11 and will be a three-hour single 
lane closure of the north bound lane for delivery and hoist of equipment. No times 
were provided for the three and four-hour closures of the bridge.

Wednesday, Oct. 4, will be the next closure with the northbound lane closed from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. for additional delivery, off loading and hoisting of equipment at the 
toll booth.

Another single lane closure will take place on Monday, Nov. 13 for the removal of 
the existing west traffic gate and the installation of the new gate. This will be a full 
day closure from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. of the westbound or north lane.  A 3-hour closure 
will follow on Thursday, Nov. 16 to test the new west traffic gate.

A single lane closure for the removal of the existing east traffic gate and the in-
stallation of the new gate will take place on Monday, Nov. 27. This will be a full-day 
closure from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. of the eastbound or south lane.

On Wednesday, Nov. 30th, both lanes will be closed for three hours to test the new 
eastbound traffic gate. On Monday, Dec. 4 crews will be doing a full 4-hour bridge 
closure to test the traffic controls and bridge operating systems.

BNSF officials said the durations of closures are fixed, but based on installation 
schedules, delivery of equipment and installation progress, some of the dates are 
subject to change.

JOANNE SPIESZ

OBITUARIES

Joanne Spiesz, 75 of rural Croton, Iowa, passed away at 3:06 a.m. Friday, Septem-
ber 8, 2017 at the Fort Madison Community Hospital in Fort Madison, Iowa.

Born December 31, 1941 in Cincinnati, Ohio, she was the daughter of Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Sorrells) Wagner. On July 2, 1966, she married Eugene Spiesz near 
Croton, Iowa.

Survivors include her husband, Eugene; two daughters, Kathy Woodley of Ke-
okuk, Iowa and Diane Holcomb of Isom, Kentucky; four grandchildren, Barry 
Combs, Elizabeth Miles, Brandon Holcomb, and Kevin Holcomb; five great-grand-
children; and several nieces and nephews.

 She was preceded in death by her parents and one half-sister, Bettie Davis.
Joanne was a member of the Embury United Methodist Church. She retired from 

Sheaffer Pen Company, where she worked as an inspector. Joanne enjoyed quilting, 
crocheting, cross stitching, watching movies, and collecting antiques. She was an 
avid Iowa Hawkeye Fan.

Friends may call from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 10, 2017 at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson, Iowa, where the family will meet with friends 
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

A Funeral Service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Monday, September 11, 2017 at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson, Iowa with Pastor Peg Ellingson officiating.

Burial will be in Embury Cemetery in rural Donnellson, Iowa. 
Memorials may be made to Embury Cemetery.
 Schmitz Funeral Home Donnellson is assisting the family with the arrangements.
Online Condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
http://greatrivermedical.org/events/life-is-your-art-advance-directors-ipost
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Lottery Numbers

 9/9
5 19 24 36 41

Hot Ball: 9
Sizzler: 3

 9/8 MID-DAY
9 7 3 

9/8 EVENING
9 3 0

9/9 MID-DAY
9 4 9

9/9 EVENING
0 9 0

 9/9 MID-DAY
8 8 4 6

9/9 EVENING
4 2 4 2

9/9 MID-DAY
0 9 5 0 

9/9 EVENING
0 2 2 9

IOWA LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS

 9/9
6 20 29 57 59 
Powerball: 22
Power Play: 2

9/8
4 5 14 26 73
Mega Ball: 14
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

Lee County 
Recycling Event
Wed., Sept. 13th

7am - 5pm
at the Ft. Madison 
GRRWA Location

2nd Annual 

Lee Countypresents:
Open to all residents of Lee County!

Commercial & Business Fees apply to all businesses who wish to attend

pREserve 
FREE RECYCLING:
APPLIANCES:  Residents may 
recycle one (1) household appli-
ance per family for free. Fees ap-
ply for each additional appliance. 
 
ELECTRONICS: Residents may 
recycle one (1) screened elec-
tronic for free. Fees apply for each 
additional screened electronic. 

Acceptable Computer Equipment: 
Monitors, Servers, Desktops, PC’s, :lap-
tops, Netbooks, Macs, Tablets, Keyboards, 
Mice, Speakers, Modems, Routers, Cables, 
Hardware, All Components & Accessories.
Acceptable Audio & Video Equipment:
TV’s, Blu-Rays, HD DVD, CD & DVD, Laser-
disc, Betamax, DVR’s, Cable & Satellite Re-
ceivers, Digital & Film Cameras, Amplifiers, 
Speakers, MP3 Players, Cassette Decks, 
Turntables, 8-Tracks, Boomboxes, Micro-
phones, Mixers Gaming Consoles, Handheld 
Systems, Games, Controllers, Headsets.
Misc. Electronic Equipment:
Telephones, Pagers, Cell Phones, Mo-
bile Accessories, Lithium Batteries, Re-
chargeable Batteries, Vehicle Batteries, 
Lamps, Personal Hair Care Appliances, 
Christmas Lights, Video & Cassette Tapes 
and Other Miscellaneous Electronic 
Equipment (NO ALKALINE BATTERIES)

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection:

Acceptable HHW Items: 
Fertilizer, Herbicides, Pesticides, In-
secticides, Swimming Pool Chemicals, 
Household & Auto Cleaning Products, 
Motor Oil, Antifreeze, Auto Batter-
ies, Lithium & Rechargeable Batter-
ies, Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners 
& Solvents, Propane Tanks & More!

reCYCLE for kids!
GRRWA will be accepting bicycles in any condition 
free of charge. Recycled bicycles will be refurbished   
and given to kids in need throughout our community! 

Meet
ROCKY the 

Recycler
3:00pm - 
5:00pm! 

GRRWA will be collecting eye glasses for the 
Lions Club Recycle for Sight program. 

Drop off your gently used eye glasses to help those in need. 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA 52627
1-319-372-6140

http://www.grrwa.com


over at the 20 and went 
four and out.

Howard led the Indians 
back down the field for 
a 10-play, 52-yard drive 
capped by a Howard pass 
to 6’8” wideout Cole Hen-
ry who drug Sheymouhr 
Redd-Donald into the end 
zone after a short 6 yard 
pass play for a 16-6 lead.

The Hounds had some-
thing going on the next 
possession, but a 16-yard 
sack of Barker on 3rd and 
13 forced a punt. Howard 
took the next snap at the 
34 and scampered through 
the middle of the field and 
cut right and down the 
sideline to put the Indians 
up 23-6.

Barker suffered his first 
interception of the year on 
the next possession on 3rd 
and 14. Howard and In-
dians running back Casey 
Hill went right to work on 
the Hounds. Miller rushed 
for 20 yards on two carries 
in the series and Howard 
completed two passes for 
20 yards and then ran it in 
from 15 yards out to put 
the lead at 30-6. Howard 
would score again on the 
Indians next possession 
after holding the Hounds 
to a 4 and out, on an eight-
yard run.

Fort Madison would get 
back on the board in the 
next series after Gully re-
turned the kick 13 yards to 
the 14. Barker went 5-6 for 
74 yards that ended with 
a 2-yard touchdown pass 
to Shance Redd-Donald. 
The two also hooked up 
on the conversion to make 
it 37-14, which would be 
the Hounds last score of 
the game.

Both teams went out 
on downs on their next 
possessions. After a 
Lennon Barker punt to 

the Indians 42, Howard 
dropped back on first and 
10 and Shance Redd-Don-
ald was patrolling the 
middle and picked the 
pass off and raced down 
the right sideline to about 
the 20-yard line. However 
Redd-Donald was flagged 
for a personal foul getting 
up and then another flag 
went flying when a Hound 
questioned the call. After 
all was said and done the 
Hounds suffered a 30-yard 
penalty.

“We were just undis-
ciplined there. That was 
not us,” Head Coach Tony 
Shiffman said after the 
game. “I’m not angry that 
we lost, I’m disappointed. 
This is not the way we 
know how to play. This is 
not us.”

Barker threw a couple 
incompletions and was 
sacked for a 10-yard loss 
forcing the Hounds to 
punt again. Flags were all 
over on the next series, a 
total of seven on the series. 
But the Indians were able 
to move the ball down 
the field with 1:23 left in 
the half and scored when 
Howard found Henry 
again on a 4-yard score.

The Indians’ Hill found 
the end zone on the first 
possession after the half 
to push the lead to 51-14 
starting a running clock. 
Sophomore Tyler Miller 
would add another score 

in the fourth quarter to set 
the final score at 58-14.

Senior Alex Gully 
would break off another 
run on the last drive but 
was pushed out at the 
one after a 44-yard run. 
The Hounds next three 
attempts at the goal were 
shot down by the Indians.

Gully finished with 91 
yards on 17 carries includ-
ing a touchdown to lead 
the Hounds on the ground. 
Barker was 15 of 31 for 
187 yards, a touchdown, 
and two interceptions on 
the night. Redd-Donald 
had six receptions for 68 
yards, one touchdown, and 
a two-point conversion. 
Riles II finished with two 
receptions for 58 yards.

Redd-Donald and Sam 
Hayes led the Hounds on 
defense with four solo 
tackles each.

“This was a tough one,” 

Shiffman said. “We played 
well at times, but we’re 
just not there yet. We 
don’t know how to handle 
adversity yet.”

He said the Hounds pre-
pared for what Oskaloosa 

brought to the game.
“Everything we saw... 

everything they ran, we 
practiced against. It came 
down to us not executing 
on offense or defense.”

He said the offense 

struggled executing and 
getting the ball into the 
right players’ hands.

“We were trying to use 
the field and get the ball 
to our best athletes and 
make plays. These chang-
es aren’t going to happen 
overnight and I’m the one 
that has to be patient and 
understand that. That was 
a good football team and 
they are well-coached, but 
they aren’t 44 points better 
than us.”

The Hounds return 
home Friday to take on 
West Burlington-Notre 
Dame-Danville starting at 
7:30 p.m.    

4 - Pen City Current - Sunday, September 10, 2017

Sports

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.2243

www.lcbtrust.com | cservice@lcbtrust.com | 888.831.5228

15 SECONDS
ofFame

START USING MOBILE DEPOSIT CAPTURE TODAY!
Using our app, you can quickly deposit money in 3 basic steps:

GIVE YOUR CHECKS THEIR

Select the account
for your deposit

$
Enter your

deposit amount
Snap the front & back

of your check

Call 319.372.2243 for more details
or click this ad to download the app.

www.leecountybank.com | cservice@leecountybank.com | 888.831.5228

Hounds defense kept on its heels most of game
FOOTBALL - Continued from Page 1

Lorenzo Riles II makes a tackle on the Indians’ Nicolas Dykstra Friday 
night while Diego Lozano (17) and Sheymouhr Redd-Donald close in 
on the action.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above, senior Quen-
tin Estrada, hauls in 
a pass at the 1-yard 
line. The Hounds 
would score on the 
next play. At left, se-
nior Alex Gully returns 
a kick in early action 
of Friday night’s 58-
14 loss by the Hounds 
to Oskaloosa. Gully 
finished with 91 yards 
on 17 carries and a 
touchdown on the 
night.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“Everything we saw...everything 
they ran, we practiced against it. It 
came down to us not executing on 

offense or defense.”
 -Tony Shiffman

FMHS Head Coach

http://www.leecountybank.com
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• 24 Hour Service 
• Never An Overtime Charge 

•  Best Price
 & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
Nauvoo, IL: 217-453-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: www.yourheatandairguy.com
 Like us on Facebook!

Install confidence and 
guaranteed comfort with 
a YORK® HVAC System. 

Energy Efficiency 
Ratings Over 18! 

As a family owned business our reputation is just as 
important to us as making sure our customers are 

satisfied with our service! Leave a trusted local
review on our website or on Google! 

Click this ad or Google “Your Heat and Air Guy”!

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

Please Review Us!

Up to $2300 In Rebates!

Great River Hospice staff will help 
participants complete advance directives

Lady Hounds breeze 
past Washington

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WASHINGTON - The Fort Madison 
Lady Hounds went deep into the bench 
in a sweep of Washington Thursday 
night, 25-9, 25-2, 25-15 in Southeast 
Conference volleyball.

Junior Kaeli Hutson was 18-19 hitting 
with six kills and 2 blocks on a night 
that saw FMHS Head Coach Kent Bailey 
swapping in personnel regularly.

Senior Leigh Johnson had 22 assists 
and had two blocks and senior Kamryn 
Bailey led the Hounds serving going 17-
18 from the line with six aces to go with 
six digs from the back row.

Senior Amber Dilsaver was 19-21 
hitting with 11 kills and three blocks 
patrolling the net area for Fort Madison.

Juniors Josie Pumphrey was a perfect 
11 of 11 serving with two aces and Olivia 
Williams was 14 of 15 serving with three 
digs.

“Our serving was on tonight which 
made it tough on Washington to run 
their offense,” Bailey said. “Our hitters 
had open lanes to swing which led to 
kills. Leigh distributed the ball well and 
during the third game we substituted 
liberally.”

Braxtyn McGhghy was 7-9 from the 
line with two aces, and while Vanessa 
Golowach served 4 of 4 with two aces 
and Lilli Scott as 2 of 3 with an ace.

Shyla Farmer was 8 of 10 hitting with 
three kills, McKenna Fehseke was 7 of 8 
hitting with four kills, Courtney Wood-
ley was 4 of 4 hitting with 2 kills and 
Jassmine Bass was 4 of 4 hitting with one 
kill and two blocks.

“The kids are getting better at keeping 
their focus on playing on every play,” 
Bailey said.

The Hounds are now 8-4 overall and 
3-0 in the Southeast Conference and 
play at Keokuk on Tuesday.

Dennis wins junior high cross 
country meet at Van Buren
BY PCC STAFF

VAN BUREN - Katelyn 
Dennis motored to a first-
place finish at the Van 
Buren cross country meet 
last week to pace Fort 
Madison Middle School.

Dennis ran the 1.5 mile 
meet with a time of 9:17, 
eight seconds ahead of 
Van Buren’s Faith Neeley. 

Tauren Settles was fourth 
overall in the meet and 
second for Fort Madison 
with a mark of 9:38.

Other top finishers for 
Fort Madison includ-
ed Emily Steffensmeier 
10:24, Myla Blanchard 
10:48, Ellie Schulte, 10:52, 
Breeann Walston 10:53, 
Mcleena Cashman, 11:03, 

Lauren Otte, 11:04,  and 
Jordyn Boyer 11:29.

HTC girls run
Elliott Dostalek led 

the Holy Trinity Junior 
High girls with a time of 
11:26 good for 35th place 
overall. Mary Hellige ran 
the course in 11:44, and 
Brooke Mueller 12:49.

Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig, left, presents Capt. Rob Hogan 
with a plaque for Hogan’s 25 years of service. Courtesy photo.

Courtesy photo

BY PCC STAFF
FAIRFIELD - The Fort Madison 8th grade football team started the season with a 

6-0 shut out Tuesday in Fairfield.
Landes Williams scored the only touchdown of the game on a 76-yard run. He 

also completed 5-of-7passes for 63 yards. Tate Johnson had four of the receptions for 
51 yards and Jacob McGowan hauled in one pass for 12 yards.

Williams led FMMS with 109 yards on six carries. Johnson and had seven rushes 
for 38 yards and Gavin Wiseman carried the ball five times for 17 yards.

Wiseman and McGowan led FM with six takes and Williams picked off two Fair-
field passes to highlight the defensive efforts for FM.

Landes scored his touchdown in the 2nd quarter and helped seal the win with his 
second interception coming with under two minutes left in the game as Fairfield was 
inside the 20 looking to score.

Fort Madison will take on Central Lee Tuesday at home with 7th graders starting 
at 4:30 and the 8th grade game will follow.

FMMS 8th graders start with win

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://greatrivermedical.org/events/life-is-your-art-advance-directors-ipost
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Bus Drivers 
Needed

We are currently in need 
of bus drivers for athletic 
events and occasional day-
time trips. Pay is $16.00 an 
hour. Drivers will need to 
have all standard CDL licens-
ing requirements for driving 
a school bus. If interested, 
please contact John Goetz 
at the Jr./Sr. High - john.
goetz@holytrinityschools.
org or 319-372-2486 x2.

Now Hiring
1st Shift

Marketing Position
in Ft. Madison

Team Staffing Solu-
tions is now hiring for a 
1st shift Marketing posi-
tion in Fort Madison. Pay 
is based on experience.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Downstairs, 2 bdrm in down-
town Fort Madison. Washer 
& dryer included, security 
cameras throughout prop-
erty, off-street parking. No 
smoking, $500 deposit, 
$800 rent- includes all util-
ities except cable/Internet. 
Call or text (319)371.7753.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
September 12, 2017

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center, 2530 
255th St.,

Montrose, IA 52639
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

Contracts for South Lee 
Courthouse Roof Replace-
ment 

Consider Approval of 
Possible Change Orders for 
Tuck Point Project at South 
Lee Courthouse Personnel 
Actions: 

A.Step Increase-Health 
Department (4)

Reports:
A.Manure Management 
Construction Permit-San-
dy Bottom Swine, Des 
Moines Township

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: FRIDAY, 

September 15, 2017
MEETING 

CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.

LOCATION:

North Lee Office
Building, 933 Avenue H,
Fort Madison, IA 52627

AGENDA

Approve Agenda 
Canvass of September 12, 

2017 School Election
Adjourn 

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Meeting Notice

 CITY OF FORT
MADISON

Board of Adjustment
WILL MEET ON 

Wednesday,
September 13, 2017, 6:00 

PM
 AT THE Council Cham-

bers at City Hall, 811 Ave 
E.

TO DISCUSS THE 
FOLLOWING:

AGENDA
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of minutes 

8/9/17 meeting 
3. Non-agenda item com-

ments, (if any)
4. Case #17-12: Special 

Use Permit to allow for 
Drive-up Coffee Shop at 909 
48th St. 

5. Case #17-13: Special 
Use Permit to allow an 
expired nonconforming use 
to be converted to a special 
use for Salvador Gonzales 
to operate an event center, 
catering business, part time 
restaurant, and potentially 
reuse of the apartments at 
3525 Ave Q

6. Case #17-14: Variance 
to exceed the maximum al-
lowable height of a residen-
tial accessory structure.

7. Case #17-15: Variance 
to reduce required front yard 
setback.

8. Adjournment

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County

Conservation Board 
Special Meeting Agenda 

September 12, 2017 
6:00 p.m.  

Lee County
Conservation Center, 

2652 Highway 61 , 
Montrose, IA 52639

1. Call to order
2. Approval of minutes 

from August 14, 2017
3. Public Input

This is the time of the 
meeting that a citizen 
may address the Board 
on any matters pertain-
ing to the Lee County 
Conservation Board. 
The Board cannot take 
formal action at the 
meeting on matters not 
included on the regular 
agenda, but may ask 
the staff to research 
the matter or have the 
matter placed on a sub-
sequent agenda.

4. Approval of Bills
5. Approval of Financial 

Report
6. Review/Approve Step 

Increase from Class V Step 
1 at 17.57 to Class V Step 
2  at 18.08 for Assistant 
Naturalist

7. Accept donation of a 
used 1988 John Deere 7200 
planter from the Lee County 
Pheasants Forever Chapter 
(value $5,500)

8. Discussion on Indian 
Path Boat Ramp

9. Alliant Energy Work at 
Red Wing Access

10. Staff Reports
11. Board Member Com-

ments
12. Closed session for the 

purpose to discuss strategy 
with counsel in matters that 
are presently in litigation or 
where litigation is imminent 
where its disclosure would 
be likely to prejudice or dis-
advantage the position of the 
governmental body in that 
litigation. Pursuant to the 
provisions of section 21.5(1)
(c), Code of Iowa 2017

13. Possible action on 
matters discussed in closed 
session

14. Adjournment
Next meeting will be 

October 10, 2017 
Hearing and vision assis-

tance available
upon request.

Citizens are welcome
to all LCCB meetings.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

www.teamssi.com

We Place People First
Now Hiring

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O • Ft. Madison, Ia

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

Advertise
your service

business

90 days • 
Only $7499

2x2 Businss Card 
Size Ad

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call (319)371.4125

mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators
All shifts available
$8.75+/Hr.
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st Shift
$10.00/Hr.

Hamilton, IL

Marketing
1st Shift

Pay Based on Experience
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st and 2nd Shift
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Fort Madison, IA

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Packer
All Shifts Available

$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.
Keokuk, IA

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Of the WEEKHome

$309,900
Listing #20165295

2160 Grand Venture Ave
Fort Madison, Iowa

3 bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage
Amazing home, in a private, wooded, 7.5 acre country setting just minutes from Ft. 
Madison!! Upon entering the foyer you see the open staircase and formal living room 
with a beautiful stone fireplace. There is a formal dining room with plenty of space for 
entertaining your guests with a meal prepared in a kitchen that is a chef ’s dream! Am-
ple counter space with a large island, pantry & tons of storage. A family room, break-
fast eating area, mudroom/laundry room, half bath, large screened in porch and huge 
wrap around deck finish off the first floor. The second floor boasts a master bedroom 
with a private deck, walk-in closet, the luxurious master bath includes a whirlpool 
tub and walk-in shower. There are 2 more bedrooms & another full bath on the 2nd 
floor. The lower level includes, a rec room, TV room, & full bathroom. A beautifully 
landscaped 1.5 acre yard including a fenced in back yard completes this perfect set-
ting. Approx 6 acres is timber and ravine woods. Call your favorite Realtor today!! 

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

DIGITAL MEDIA CONSULTANT
We are the Pen City Current, an upstart, completely digital news media outlet and we’re 
looking for one unique person to join our team as a contract sales representative in the Des 
Moines County / Henry County market.

This is a very attractive position with an up-and-coming news organization seeing a rapidly 
growing digital following.

Our perfect candidate will be a motivated, creative, and ambitious person who puts their 
customers’ needs on even footing with personal and company goals.

This position offers hours outside the office, with great earning potential and the chance to 
start with a company that values family, dedication, community service, and honesty.

This sales market is a growing market with very few designated clients.

We are looking to put together a dynamic, community-minded, and collaborative team that 
brings the best of news and advertising to our readership.

We’re looking for a resume outlining your career goals and sales approach with one letter of 
recommendation characterizing your personal and professional successes.

Please forward to
Pen City Current, P.O. Box 366, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627
or email complete package to sales@pencitycurrent.com

or message us on Facebook

http://www.teamssi.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
mailto:mailto:sales%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Digital%20Media%20Consultant
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6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Selling classic cars 
in a modern way

Up to 200 words • 1 photo • 14 days
FREE

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•
Email your ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
•

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

http://www.fortmadison.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017-Ladies-Golf-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


Fort Madison
Police Report

09/06/17 - 1:24 p.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue H.
09/06/17 - 3:20 p.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
larceny/theft in the 1000 
block of Avenue H.
09/06/17 - 3:42 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
200 block of Avenue L.
09/07/17 - 12:53 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
cited and released Crystal 
Lynne Wolf, 44, of Fort 
Madison on a charge of 
dog running at large.
09/07/17 - 8:57 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1400 block of Avenue C.
09/07/17 - 9:11 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
larceny/theft in the 3000 
block of Avenue N.
09/07/17 - 11:01 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report 
of property damage 
accident in the 5400 

block of Avenue O.
09/07/17 - 11:25 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue H.
09/07/17 - 12:32 p.m. 
- Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1400 
block of Avenue I.
09/07/17 - 1:15 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Robert Alan Ulik, 36 of 
Fort Madison, in the 1700 
block of Avenue H, on a 
warrant for driving while 
barred and for a separate 
charge of driving while 
barred. He was held at 
the Lee County Jail.
09/07/17 - 9:55 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited and 
released Richard Jay 
Wells, 46 of Fort Madi-
son in the 4000 block of 
Avenue J on a charge of 
driving under suspension.
09/08/17 - 3:06 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Gregory Allen Johnson, 46 
of St. Charles, Mo., on a 
warrant for possession of 
a controlled substance out 
of St. Louis County, Mo., 
He was taken and held 
at the Lee County Jail.
09/08/17 - 12:51 a.m. 
- Fort Madison police 

arrested Christopher 
Allen Seitz, 40, of  Fort 
Madison, at the inter-
section of Avenue H and 
26th Street, on a warrant 
for failure to appear. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/06/17 - 4:41 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kimberly Ann 
Sandeffer-Boorman, 32, 
of Fort Madison, at the 
Lee County Sheriff’s 
office on warrants for 
failure to appear and 
contempt of court. She 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/06/17 - 5:57 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Eric Eugene 
Fortune, Jr., 24, of Fort 
Madison in the 2300 block 
of 220th Street in Donnell-
son on charges of criminal 
mischief and criminal tres-
pass. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/07/17 - midnight - Lee 
County Sheriffs deputies 
arrested Dereck Frank-
lin Kent Harwood, 34 of 
Keokuk at the Lee County 
Sheriff’s office on warrant 

for probation violation. 
he was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/07/17 - 1:15 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Robert 
Alan Ulick, 36 of Fort 
Madison, in the 1700 
block of Avenue H, on 
a warrant for failure to 
appear and a charge of 
driving while barred. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/07/17 - 1:36 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Benjamin G. 
Trane, 39, of Idaho Falls, 
ID at the Lee County 
Sheriff’s office on warrants 
for sexual exploitation, 
child endangerment 
and sexual abuse. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/07/17 - 4:11 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Thurman Purdi-
man III, 26 of Keokuk at 
the Lee County Sheriff’s 
office, on a judgement 
entry. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/07/17 - 6:18 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested Jeremiah 
Matthew Bollin, 36 of 
Elvaston, Ill., at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office, 

on a judgment entry.
09/08/17 - 4:52 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Timothy 
Aaron Williams, 35, of 
Donnellson, in the 2300 
block of 220th Street in 
Donnellson on a charge 
of 2nd degree burglary. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

09/07/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one lift assist.
09/08/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call 
and one false alarm.

All persons in these listings 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 10 Sep

Clear Skies
Low – 76.7º F | High – 52.4º F

MON 11 Sep

Clear Skies
Low – 75.7º F | High – 59.1º F

TUE 12 Sep

Clear Skies
Low – 72.6º F | High –61.9º F

WED 13 Sep

Clear Skies
Low – 75.0º F | High – 64.4º F

THU 14 Sep

Clear Skies
Low – 79.1º F | High – 62.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

To elect a candidate 
to the Fort Madison 
Community School 

District’s School 
Board who will do 

everything possible
to provide students, 

faculty, and the
community alike

with a school system 
which benefits all.

Paid for by Anderson for Fort Madison School Board, 1922 Avenue F, Fort Madison, IA 52627

Please vote for Gunther W. Anderson
Fort Madison Community School District School Board

September 12, 2017

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?

Pen City Current - Sunday, September 10, 2017 - 9

For the Record/Weather
For the Record

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://www.facebook.com/andersonforfmschools/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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From the Front

treatment plant, into its former location at the histori-
cal depot.

But this literally and figuratively is like trying to stop 
a train in motion.

City Manager David Varley said Tuesday the city 
could be looking at $50,000 plus per year to maintain 
the depot in the new location. He and Mayor Brad Ran-
dolph have both said those numbers are probably high 
because they didn’t want to underestimate and end up 
with sticker shock come budget time.

The city’s close to having an agreement ready for the 
council’s approval to enter into a 20-year agreement 
with Amtrak.  Varley said a more realistic number, once 
all the unknowns become ‘knowns’ would be $30,000 
or less. So we’re talking about $600,000 over the time of 
the agreement.

Attendance numbers of Amtrak riders through Fort 
Madison have dwindled from 9,000 riders in previous 
years to a projected 8,500 now and it’s a good question 
to ask how many of those riders are fresh riders or 
people that already get off in Fort Madison. Maybe a 
real number of people who actually come into the town 
fresh is closer to 3,000 or 4,000. Some people want that 
studied to know what the impact is.

But even if it’s 3,000, that’s 3,000 you run the risk 
of losing if we don’t do something with the depot 
and we’ve already spent $600K on getting the depot 
ready. Sure, that improvement also helped the North 
Lee County Historical Society and the museum that’s 
housed there, but.. they’re already there and that in-
vestment will not result in any additional revenues to 
neighborhood businesses.

But there certainly won’t be any incremental increase 
in traffic downtown or potential further increased 
revenues from possibilities that exist with the riverfront 
because of that $600K if they don’t move the depot.

Councilman Chris Greenwald threw down a gaunt-
let of sorts saying if the council voted against moving 
the depot, then he was going to push for a hard look 
at other ventures the city supports that don’t generate 
revenues for self-sufficiency - specifically The Old Fort.

“That was built in 1985 with the intention of being 
self-sufficient and it never has been,” Greenwald said 
at Tuesday’s meeting. “If we aren’t correct with this, 
then how are we correct with that.” Greenwald also said 
at $30,000 per year with 9,000 riders that equates to 
$3.30 per rider. He said he thinks the city will get that 
back. Obviously that figure is fluid on both ends, but 
Greenwald is correct in saying those riders aren’t doing 
any spending downtown where they’re currently being 
dropped off.

It seems retrograde politics to us to agree to spend 
the money to improve the facility and prepare it for the 
new depot platform, then back off when it comes time 
to start building it.

Amtrak has struggled with ridership in the past and 
Congress almost pulled some funding this year due to 
poor revenues. Because the government subsidizes that 
ridership, just like the city will have to subsidize the 
depot. But Amtrak is trying to push communities to 
refurbish their depots and make them destination stops 
to help increase riders. If you don’t, they have indicated 
they may pull your stop. If it works, more people would 
potentially make a stop at your depot.

At the current location, that may not be that big of 
deal despite Randolph and Greenwald both saying it 
“shrinks” the community when you pull infrastructure. 
If the depot was already downtown in it’s former state 
and Amtrak said fix it or lose it, we would hope they 
would have chosen to fix it.

Following that logic, it’s the right move for the city to 
potentially help these businesses downtown by at least 

bringing those 3,000 to 4,000 people closer to the Main 
Street district.

There also is a push to create an art district along 
Main Street and people will bring a train into a town to 
visit those types of day stops or weekend stops and that 
will certainly convert to dollars for those business and 
gallery owners.

Councilman Brian Wright has said he’s not sure he 
thinks the city should spend that money annually. 
Councilman Mark Lair has asked what happens if the 
council votes against the agreement. Councilman Chad 
Cangas said he didn’t think moving the depot was a bad 
idea, but wanted to know how to tell his constituents 
that it was a good fiscal decision.

A lot of time you just don’t know. But we agree with 
Greenwald when he said the city will find out if they 
don’t do it.

Leaving that depot where it is may cost us the stop. 
Moving it certainly opens up the possibility of helping 
business owners downtown. Isn’t that potential alone, 
knowing that you’ve already spent over half a million 
prepping the place, a reason to move forward?

By the way, Fort Madison mayoral candidates Chris 
Sorrentino and Brad Randolph were campaigning from 
the rodeo parade Saturday. Randolph rode a segway, 
which is a homonym for ‘segue’, a seemless move from 
one act to another without interruption....hmmm.

But that’s Beside the Point.

Riders deboarding near downtown is a better bet
DEPOT - Continued from Page 1

Denning, who has one more year left as General Chairman said this was by far the 
best rodeo in terms of numbers in his term.

“I don’t know how it would rank among the other chairman. I think Mike Culbert-
son set a record, but I think we’ll have about 32,000 people through so it might be in 
the top five,” Denning said.

He said the temperatures that hovered in the 60s and 70s for the performances and 
breezes during the day events in the early part of the week helped with the atten-
dance.

“I couldn’t have asked for better weather. Cody Johnson put on a great show 
Thursday and Smash Mouth was great on Friday.”

The CINCH Shootout continues to pack the C.E. “Eddie” Richards Arena on 
Wednesday night. Denning said the competitors are giving the fans everything to be 
expected.

“It’s just an awesome event. That’s a (National Finals Rodeo) NFR caliber event and 
they gave exactly what we were looking for.”

This was also the first-year for the Bull Fighters Only event that was held Friday. 
Denning said the rodeo committee may look at expanding that event next year.

“I’ve heard some really good things from people about the BFO event. We thought 
that was a great event and we’ll see what we can do to get them back for maybe more 
than one night next year.”

He said the committee may also look to social media next year to firm up what 
kind of music the fans want to have as part of the rodeo.

“We’re still trying to gauge if they are coming out for the rodeo or the music. It’s 
a juggling act and we want to be able to provide what the fans want. So we want to 
get to our crowd on Facebook or whatever and just ask what they like and what they 
want as part of the rodeo, while at the same time keeping the tickets affordable. We 
come up against that every year. We’d love to bring in a Garth Brooks but we can’t 
just can’t keep it affordable that way,” Denning said.

Rodeo may reach out to 
fans for planning 2018

RODEO - Continued from Page 1

Advertise in a brand new way.
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Shawna (319)470.0622
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Instantly on each gallon of EasyCare® Ultra Premium 
Interior or Exterior Paint or Woodsman Stain*

$10 OFF

Limit 5 gallons per household. $50 maximum coupon value. Consumer is 
responsible for all taxes and fees. Certain exclusions apply. See store for details. 

Offer valid at participating True Value Stores 8/30-9/10/17. 

Receive Instant Rebates 
with your True Value Rewards Card!

Save $4.00 on 1 Gal. Zinsser Primer, Sealer & 
Stain Killer with your True Value Rewards Card

Limit 3 per household with 
True Value Rewards Card. 

Consumer Responsible for taxes. 

16.99
-4.00

Sale 
Price
Instant 
Rebate

FINAL PRICE

$12.99
$3.99
60 yd. x 0.94 in. 
Scotch BlueTM 

Original Multi-Use 
Painter’s Tape.

1.41 in. wide $5.99
1.88 in. wide $6.99

Ft. Madison • Mt. Pleasant • Burlington • Grimes
Visit us online for more incredible savings: www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Sale ends 
9.10.17
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