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Lawlor, Crusaders serve up 9th 
state tourney in a row

CRUSADERS HEADED BACK TO STATE

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

OTTUMWA - Holy 
Trinity Catholic’s Mya 
Lawlor spent most of 
the last season and part 
of this season in a knee 
brace. She said nothing 
was going to stop her this 
year from going back to 
the state tournament in 
her senior year.

In Tuesday night’s 
three-set win over East 
Union at Ottumwa’s 
Evans Middle School, 
Lawlor helped serve up 
the Crusaders’ ninth 
straight trip to the Iowa 
Girls High School Athlet-
ic Union state volleyball 
tournament on Wednes-
day Nov. 7 at Cedar Rap-
ids’ U.S. Cellular Center. 

Third-ranked Holy 
Trinity (35-5) will take 
on sixth-seed Montezu-
ma (29-9), who’s ranked 
7th in the state and 
knocked off New London 
in three sets in the night 
cap in Ottumwa.

Holy Trinity will be 
the 3rd seed in the Class 
1A bracket with Gehlen 
Catholic No. 2 and top-
ranked Janesville No. 1 at 
the top of the bracket.

Lawlor went a spar-
kling 37-38 serving in the 
25-10, 25-11, 25-5 win 
over East Union in the 
Region 8 Class 1A final.  
A whopping 10 of the 37 
serves Lawlor converted 

were aces as she executed 
almost perfectly head 
coach Melissa Frees-
meier’s serve calls. The 
Crusaders as a team only 
missed on two serves on 
the night. Senior Eryn 
Anderson was 12-of-12 
serving and senior Emily 

The Holy Trinity Catholic Crusaders hold up the 2018 State Qualifier 
pennant after downing East Union 25-10, 25-11, 25-5 on Tuesday in 
Ottumwa. The Crusaders will take on Montezuma at 8 p.m. Nov. 7, at 
the U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See STATE, page 5

City feeling 
pinch of slow 
local economy

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With sales tax revenues coming 
in soft for the past two years, property taxes not helping 
keep pace, and quite a few “one-off ” large expenses, city 
officials say it may be time for some tough decisions.

In recent weeks, the city has told the Lee County 
Economic Development Group that it had no money to 
contribute this year, and would look at upcoming budgets 
to see if they could muster an annual $25,000 payment to 
the group.

On Tuesday night, City Manager David Varley suggest-
ed capping tourism commission contributions to local 
events and attractions to $2,000 per event. Several groups, 
including Fort Madison Area Arts Association and North 
Lee County Historical Society, had budgeted in past years 
with contributions of six or seven times that amount.

Both those groups had funding requests in from the 
city’s Tourism Commission on Monday night and had 
their requests deferred due to lack of funding.

The total general fund revenue was down about 
$300,000 in the last fiscal year, or about 5%. Varley said 
this year sales tax revenue from the first three months is 
down 15%.

 “Last year we ended down 15.7% and we’re down 
another 14 or 15% to start this year on top of that. That 
hurts the general fund, but it’s also split with some going 
to capital projects so we get hurt there, too,” Varley said.

He said the city had a gradual increase in revenue over 
the past couple of years, but couldn’t explain why because 
the State of Iowa won’t release details on sales tax expendi-
tures. They only release a payment of the 1% local options 
sales tax on an estimate on a quarterly basis, The state 
calibrates those payments regularly, but Varley said it’s a 
“crap-shoot” trying to budget with the state’s processes.

 “They expect us to put together a budget six months 
in advance, but we don’t really know what those revenues 
will look like,” he said.

Large dollar items like auto sales aren’t assessed the 1% 
sales tax as they were exempted when the city passed the 
1% sales tax option. Groceries are also not taxed in the 
city, so purchases in those areas don’t add to city coffers.

See COFFERS, page 10
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encourages you to play responsibly.

15-Month CD Special
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OBITUARIES

Deatrice D. “Dee Dee” Garrett, 65, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 7:01 p.m. 
on Monday, October 29, 2018 at the University of Iowa Hospitals 
& Clinics in Iowa City, IA.  She was born on March 4, 1953 in Fort 
Madison, IA to Guy A. & Alice E. Phillips Barnes.  She married Rex 
A. Garrett on March 25, 1972 in Fort Madison, IA.  She worked for 
Lee County Bank in her younger years and later was an associate 
at Lincoln School for 20 years and was the First Christian Church 
secretary for 2 years.  She enjoyed traveling, cooking, decorating for 
the different seasons and spending time with her grandchildren.

Dee Dee is survived by: her husband: Rex Garrett of Fort Madison, IA; 2-sons: 
Ryan (Kate) Garrett of Austin, TX & Brent (Kim) Garrett of Cedar Rapids, IA; 
3-grandchildren: Molly, Jack & Mia Garrett; 3-brothers: Sterck (Kathy) Barnes 
of Leawood, KS, Dwight (Cindy) Barnes of Montrose, IA & Vance (Julie) Barnes 
of West Bend, WI; 1-brother in law: Rod (Diana) Garrett of Fort Madison, IA; 
7-nieces & nephews: Sonja (Matt) Shipley, Tyson (Jamie) Barnes, Brandon (Sarah) 
Barnes, Karah (Doug) Pope, Bryce (Lauren) Barnes, Alicia Barnes, Will Barnes & 
several great nieces & nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory.  Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Friday, November 2, 2018 with the 
family to receive friends from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Friday evening at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory.  A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, November 3, 2018 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. 
Dann Masden officiating.  Burial will be held in Oakland Cemetery.  A memorial 
has been established for the First Christian Church Love Fund.  Online condo-
lences and a video tribute of Dee Dee’s life may be viewed at www.kinglynk.com.

DEATRICE D.
“DEE DEE” GARRETT

OBITUARIES

GARRETT

James Edmund Small, 66, of rural Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 5:55 p.m. 
Sunday, October 28, 2018, at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa 

City, Iowa.
He was born on July 2, 1952, in Ottumwa, Iowa, the son of Parley 

D. and Virginia L. (Edmund) Small. On June 20, 1987, he married 
Mary Ellen Sabatka in Croton, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Mary of rural Farmington; one daugh-
ter: Abby J. Small of Farmington; one grandson: Matthew J. Small 
and one special cousin: Brian Small of Batavia. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; mother-in-law and sister: Mary.
James was a 1970 graduate of Pekin High School. He attended Parsons College. 

He worked as a farmer, business owner and caregiver. James enjoyed fishing and 
hunting. and was an avid Iowa Hawkeye fan.

His body has been entrusted to Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation.
Per his wishes no services have been planned.
Memorials may be mailed to the family at: Schmitz Funeral Home, P.O. Box 56, 

Donnellson, Iowa, 52625.
Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements. 

On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

SMALL

JAMES EDMUND SMALL

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

https://www.leecountybank.com/services-tools/tools/rates.html#cds
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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 Touching the Community with Care
 

#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA 
(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572

 
www.leecountyhd.org 

Lee County Health Department
Final 2018 Flu Clinic:

fight 
FLU

http://www.leecountyhd.org/index.php/flu-schedule/
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www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Apply for a
Debit Card today!

Convenience

Anytime Anywhere Access to Your Checking Account

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

10/29/18 - 12:14 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Kathy Ann Clair, 56, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3100 block 
of Avenue N on a charge 
of violation of a no contact 
order. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/29/18 - 2:46 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Lauryn Sue Robey, 23 and 
Tyler Scott Hedger, 25, both 
of Fort Madison in the 1200 
block of 25th Street on a 
charges of domestic abuse, 
child endangerment. They 
were both taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/29/18 - 4:03 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1200 block of 26th Street.
10/29/18 - 4:42 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a gas drive off in 
the 1700 block of Avenue H.
10/29/18 - 7:11 p.,m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a shoplifter in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.
10/29/18 - 7:40 p.m. - Fort 

Madison Police arrested Gary 
Lee Manning, 62, of Fort 
Madison in the 4800 block of 
Avenue O, on charges of pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
possession of marijuana, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
and 5th-degree theft. He was 
taken to the Lee County Jail.
10/29/18 - 9:40 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a shoplifter in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.
10/30/18 - 12:11 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a gas drive off in 
the 1700 block of Avenue H.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

10/29/18 - 3 p.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Benjamin Lee Hartsock, 40, 
of Keokuk at the Lee County 
Jail, on a warrant for threat 
with an explosive/incendiary 
device. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/30/18 - 8:16 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Tanya Anne Jones, 
55, of Fort Madison, at the 
sheriff’s office on a warrant 
for violation of probation. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held
All persons in these listings 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

10/29/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to five medical calls.
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You don’t see 
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this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 
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Mark Philp (RSVP 
volunteer) and stu-
dents from HTC help 
at the Fort Madison 
Food Pantry to un-
load the recent de-
livery from the Iowa 
Food Bank. Because 
of a slight misunder-
standing, the 6-inch 
Italian bread loaves 
turned out to actual-
ly be 6-foot loaves. 
Nevertheless, these 
loaves were perfect 
for the Pantry’s cli-
ents with 4 or more in 
their families. Pantry 
are welcome during 
Pantry hours—Mon-
days, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, 9am to 
12noon and 1pm to 
3pm. Monetary dona-
tions can be mailed 
to the Fort Madison 
Food Pantry, PO Box 
273, Fort Madison, 
Iowa 52627.

Big Bread

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/debit
http://www.stopbullying.gov
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Sports/Weather

RSVP/United Way is searching for volunteers to volunteer their time at 
the following locations: Richardson Elementary & Lincoln Elementary in 
Fort Madison, Central Lee Elementary in Donnellson, and Hawthorne 
Elementary in Keokuk.

Do you love to read?
Do you want to see kids succeed in school?

Join our efforts to improve literacy in your community.

If interested in volunteering, please contact:
Keokuk

Sue at 319-524-4504
vc@unitedwaygrr.org

Fort Madison & Central Lee
Tammy at 319-372-8043
rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

• 40 acre pick your own pumpkin patch
• Largest corn maze in the tri-state area

• Two Giant Play Areas plus Two Jumping Pillows
• 150+ varieties pumpkins, squash & gourds 

• Lots of Hardy Mums & Fall Ornamental Grasses
September/October Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sun 11am-7pm

The Pitchfork Cafe Hours: Mon-Fri 11am - 3pm;  Sat & Sun  11am -5pm

Harvestville Farm

1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558 • info@harvestvillefarm.com •harvestvillefarm.com

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 31 Oct

Partly Cloudy
High – 52.3º F | Low – 44.4º F

THU 01 Nov

Scattered Clouds
High– 54.7º F | Low – 43.0º F

FRI 02 Nov

Light Rain
High– 51.5º F | Low – 40.4º F

SAT 03 Nov

Moderate Rain
High – 48.5º F | Low – 43.6º F

SUN 04 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 50.5º F | Low – 40.6º F

OpenWeatherMap

Box was 9 of 9 from the 
line with a couple aces. 
Lawlor also led the Cru-
saders defensively with 
13 digs.

 “Serving was my main 
focus for this match,” 
Lawlor said after the 
match. “It helps us a lot 
by keeping them out of 
their system which helps 
getting us points.”

With the Crusaders 
rushing out to a 3-1 
lead on a kill by Emily 
Box, Lawlor took over 
at the line and sent the 
Crusaders on a 14-point 
run, including three 
aces, moving the ball 
everywhere on the court 
Freesmeier called. At 9-1 
Lawlor, serving from the 
right side, dropped an 
arcing serve in front of 
three Eagles that landed 
on the line about three 
feet past the net on the 
left side, forcing an im-
mediate East Union time 
out.

In the run, HTC only 
scored a point on four 
of the serves while the 
Eagles scrambled to 
figure out how to get the 
ball back in play. A kill 
by East Union senior 
Rakenzy Prior stopped 
the bleeding at 16-2.  
The Eagles, who were 
whistled for more than a 
dozen double hits on the 
night, suffered another 
to give HTC a 17-3 lead. 
East Union would put 
together a 4-0 run late 

in the set, but it was too 
little too late. Junior Alis-
sa Weinkoetz got three 
kills in a row highlighted 
by a push tip at 21-9, but 
HTC would run off 4-1 
capped by a kill from Box 
to end the set.

It was more of the same 
in the second set with 
HTC rushing out to a 9-2 
lead when senior Taylor 
Boeding hit her third kill 
of the second set. East 
Union’s Megan Mitchell 
got a kill to pull the Ea-
gles within six at 9-3. At 
11-5 Holy Trinity would 
outscore East Union 10-4 
with a wicked attack by 
Anderson that found 
the right line 3/4 of the 
way down the court. 
Box would use a little 
finesse on the next point 
with a push that found 
the wood, and then East 
Union committed errors 
on five of the next seven 
points, including three 
double hits.

Box would register a 
kill and a block at 20-9 
and 21-9. East Union 
would get a point on 
Lawlor’s only service 
miss of the night at 22-10 
and the Crusaders would 
get a Box kill at 24-11 to 
take the second set.

The third set was 
all Holy Trinity as the 
Crusaders jumped out 
to a 4-1 lead on another 
Eagles double hit. With 
Lawlor serving again, 
HTC ripped off 15 

straight points, including 
five aces, as once again, 
Freesmeier directed and 
Lawlor executed. In the 
run, Box and Boeding 
each had two kills, and 
a big double block from 
Box and Claire Pothitakis 
were the only points off 
rallies for HTC. Pothi-
takis got another kill at 
19-3 with the set com-
pletely out of hand for 
East Union. Anderson 
threw in a couple aces 
and an attack that went 
long from East Union 
ended the match.

Freesmeier said the 
double hits are some-
thing that creeps up as 
the matches move toward 
the state tournament, 
but said she expected the 
shift and HTC stayed out 
of trouble.

She said the team 
executed the game plan 
Tuesday night very well.

“We executed our 
game plan and that was 
to keep them guessing 
on the serves,” she said. 
“We knew if we served 
aggressively tonight that 
we could get them out of 
system and our offense 
could get working, and 
that’s exactly what hap-
pened.”

She said the Crusad-
ers scored a lot more on 
serving than she expect-
ed, but said being able to 
hit on different service 
angles will make it tough 
for other teams to set 

up offenses at state. And 
that will be the theme of 
practices leading up to 
the state tourney.

“We just keep working 
and doing the things 
we’ve been doing. Maybe 
quicken up the game a 
little defensively and we 
can do that with different 
things, but we’re going 
up to there to win in the 
first round. There’s a lot 
of energy out there. We’re 
where we want to be 
and we’re going to keep 
pushing.”

Senior Elyse Pothitakis 
said the tournament is 
a great experience and 
she’ll be more confident 
and relaxed in her final 
year at the U.S. Cellular 
Center.

“Always state is top 
competition that’s why 
there. It’s always diffi-
cult because they have 
big hitters. But a lot of 
handling that comes with 
experience,” she said. 
“I’m a lot more relaxed 
compared to my fresh-
man year. That year I 
was so nervous because I 
didn’t really know what it 
meant at that time. Now I 
know what a big deal that 
is and how important is.”

Boeding said a lot of 
people think the return 
trip to state is becoming 
tradition for Holy Trinity, 
but she said it takes com-
mitment and hard work 
to get back each year.

 “A lot of people say for 

the school, it’s tradition 
going back nine years. 
But every year we go 
back to state, we work 
our butts off all year to 
achieve our goals,” Boed-
ing said.

 “We know that at state 
we’re going to see teams 
that match our intensity 
and might even be higher 
intensity, so we have 
to step up our game in 
communication, offense, 
and serving and all the 
fundamentals we have 
to perfect to succeed up 
there.”

Box agreed that some 
work still needs to be 
done.

 “We’re going to see 
closer matches and we’re 
going to have to finish 
in those matches. There 
were a couple times 
tonight where we let a 
couple game points go,” 
she said. “We’re not going 
to see 10 and 15-point 
cushions at state, so next 
week we’re going to really 

have to work on finish-
ing.”

Anderson said she the 
anticipation for the tour-
nament play will be at 
high level again this year.

“You still get the same 
butterflies but it’s still an 
amazing feeling and it 
never gets old. We know 
what to expect. We’re one 
of the most experienced 
teams there.”

“It won’t be a cake 
walk. There will be some 
tough competition there, 
but I think we just have 
to come into practice this 
week with confidence 
and work our butts off 
everyday.”

Box led the Lady 
Crusaders with a per-
fect 19-19 serving with 
11 kills, six in the first 
set. Boeding was 17-17 
attacking with eight kills. 
Kassie Randolph and 
Bailey Hellweg combined 
for 15 assists.

Crusaders draw Montezuma in the bottom of state bracket
STATE - Continued from Page 1

https://www.facebook.com/UWGRR/
http://tkef.org/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com
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SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)
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LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.letsgovacays.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
mailto:Jrjasonrunge%40gmail.com?subject=Runge%27s%20Mow%20It%20or%20Move%20It%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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Thursday, November 1

5:00-6:00
1235 Avenue E,
Fort Madison

Hostess: 
Kara Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20171185

5:00-6:00
3427 Pheasant Run,

Wever

Host:  Todd Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20171927

5:00-6:00
41 7th Street,

West Point

Hostess: Carla McEntee
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20170713

6:30-7:30
4911 River Valley Road,

Fort Madison

Host: Todd Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20170836

6:30-7:30
3219 Avenue K,

Fort Madison

Hostess: 
Judy Holterhaus

KLM Realty
Listing #20171469

5:00-6:00
27 29th Place,
Ft. Madison

Hostess: 
Judy Holterhaus

KLM Realty
Listing #20171238

5:00-6:00
7 28th Place,
Fort Madison

Hostess: Tami Stuekerjuergen
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20170891

5:00-6:00
2031 Avenue J,
Fort Madison

Host: Dan Roach
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20171887

5:00-6:00
513 10th Street,

Fort Madison

Hostess: Deb Sylvester
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20170217

610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-1919

www.keepinglivesmoving.com

2311 Avenue L, Suite #1, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-9121

www.fraiseauctionandrealestate.com

902 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-4040

www.hopeassociatesrealestate.com

5:30-6:30
1007 Avenue E,
Fort Madison

Host: Carrie Fraise
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20171702

5:00-6:00
2102 Avenue A,

Ft. Madison

Hostess: 
Linda Reding

Hope Associates Real Estate
Listing #20170767

6:30-7:30
2327 Avenue C,

Ft. Madison
Hostess: 

Linda Reding
Hope Associates Real Estate

Listing #20170786

6:30-7:30
1321 Avenue C,

Ft. Madison
Hostess: 

Karen Hope
Hope Associates Real Estate

Listing #20171133

5:00-6:00
2210 Avenue F,

Ft. Madison
Hostess: 

Karen Hope
Hope Associates Real Estate

Listing #20171646

OPEN HOUSES
Fall in love

http://seia.rapmls.com
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Classifieds/Current-Lee

Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED VEHICLES
FOR SALE

Cleaning Person
Part-Time

Part Time Cleaning Person 
needed at the Holy Trinity 
Catholic Elementary School 
in West Point, IA. Must be 
able to pass background 
check. Please call Judi at 
319-837-6131 for application 
and/or interview.

Dental Assistant 
or Hygienist

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a part time 
contracted dental assistant 
or dental hygienist to work 
within our school-based seal-
ant program. Applicant must 
be a licensed assistant or 
hygienist with at least one 
year of clinical experience. 
Please send resume to Ra-
chael Patterson-Rahn, Oral 
Health Program Coordinator 
at rprahn@leecountyhd.org. 
LCHD is an equal opportunity 
employer.

2015 Honda Accord EX-14. 
$14,000. Mileage: 72,970. 
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees 
Credit Union 319-376-5237. 
Office Hours: Monday – Fri-
day 7:30 am – 10:00 am; 
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 
pm – 6:30 pm

Selling classic cars 
in a modern way

Up to 200 words • 1 photo • 14 days
FREE

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•
Email your ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
•

Call (319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

CURRENT-LEE

Young Professionals Food Drive
The Fort Madison Young Professionals will host a food drive on Nov. 1 at 
Kinnick South from 5 to 7 p.m. to help bolster supplies at the Fort Madison 
Food Pantry. Non-perishable food items, toiletries and monetary donations 
will be accepted.

P.A.W. Taco Supper Fundraiser
P.A.W. Animal Shelter will be holding a taco supper fundraiser at Sunny-
Brook, 5025 River Valley Road from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m, Friday, November 2.  
All meals include two fried soft tacos, spanish rice and a cookie. For orders of 
10 or more call 24 hours in advance at 319-372-8611. $6 dine-in or carry out, 
$8 for delivery.

Senior Community BINGO at The Kensington
Each month on the second Wednesday of the month, The Kensington hosts 
Senior Community BINGO at 2:00 p.m. in their dining room at 2210 Avenue 
H in Fort Madison. All seniors are welcome and cash prizes are awarded.

Veteran’s Breakfast at Sunnybrook
Each month on the third Tuesday of the month, Sunnybrook Assisted Living 
hosts a Veterans’ Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at 5025 River Valley Road in 
Fort Madison.

Caregivers Connection at The Kensington
The Kensington hosts this monthly gathering to help educate attendees about 
all dementia types. Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of every month in The 
Kensington’s private dining room, 2210 Avenue H in Fort Madison. Call 319-
372-4233 to RSVP or for more information.

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:rprahn@leecountyhd.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe


535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com Like us on Facebook!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More
Excludes tires and batteries.

Cannot combine with any other
offers. One time use. Valid for

a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

FREE 
Nationwide 

Road Hazard 
• FREE Alignment Check

• FREE Tire Disposal
• FREE Brake Inspection

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 
SET OF ANY 4 TIRES

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Offer good with coupon only. Not 
valid with other offers. See store for

details. Expires 10/31/18.

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

Get Your Vehicle Ready For Winter 
With Griffin’s Fall Car Care Specials! 

when you buy a new set of 4 Cooper tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2018

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

WIN~A~TRIP

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY! Stop by and register at Griffins during regular business hours. 
Registration ends October 31st. Drawing to be held in November. See store for details.

To Any Destination You Desire!
PLUS
REGISTER TO WIN

YOUR DREAM

VACATION!!!

Experience the Difference
 • Ask Patty* Female Friendly Certified
 • Free Pick Up & Delivery in Ft. Madison
 • ASE Certified Technicians
 • Honest & Reliable Service
 • Online Scheduling & Digital Inspection Reports
 • Customer Referral Program
 • Earn credit with every service
 • AND SO MUCH MORE!!! 

5% of every invoice, sales tax
excluded, will be added to your
Griffin Gratitude Card to use for
future services up to 50% Off!
Plus receive $25 for every new
customer you refer to Griffins!

Join Griffin’s 
Gratitude 

Rewards Program!

Pen City Current - Wednesday, October 31, 2018 - 9

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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From the Front

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL
for greater community health & safety

Great River Regional Waste Au-
thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility. 
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling 
for our employees. A similar sharps 
disposal bin will soon be available at 
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staff 
and our community members is of 
the upmost importance and we urge 

our residents to use regulated con-
tainers specifically made for sharps.  
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic 
jugs or bottles containing sharps 
in your recycling tote or in any 
non-designated bin at our drop off 
sites.

He said another area that 
is hurting is several one-
time expenses including a 
$250,000 payment to Boul-
ders Inn and Suites as part 
of a $500,000 incentive 
package. The other half is 
a 14-year tax rebate. He 
said another was $56,000 
for a new fire truck. The 
insurance didn’t cover the 
full cost of the new truck 
that tipped into a slough 
in 2016.

He also said an incentive 
for Woodland Heights 
to pay for a water boost-
er cost the city another 
$226,000. He said that con-
struction will have a three-
year tax abatement so the 
city won’t see any property 
tax revenue off that. Lee 
County economic develop-
ment officials have said the 
homes fill a certain niche 
and keep residents living 
and spending locally.

Last year the city also 

had to wipe out negative 
FEMA account balances 
in excess of $200,000. The 
accounts were for flood 
recovery efforts in 2013-14 
that were never fully reim-
bursed by the government. 
City Finance Director Peg-
gy Steffensmeier said the 
city couldn’t keep pushing 
the negative balances year 
to year.

“We were carrying a 
negative balance waiting 
for all the federal dollars 
to come in to reimburse us 
and we didn’t get reim-
bursed for everything.”

The city spent $197,000 
razing two dilapidated 
structures last year includ-
ing the building east of 
Casey’s and the building 
behind the Fort Diner.  
The tipping fees on the old 
funeral parlor alone were 
close to $50,000.

“So, for some reason, 
most of our revenues 

are flat or dropping for 
the past one to two years 
and then we had all these 
one-time expenses come 
up and you combine that. 
Then if you do the Amtrak 
project that will be close 
to $400,000 out of a $1.2 
million project. That’s 
$200,000 out of the general 
fund and then the rest 
from Hotel/Motel and you 
heard about that fund last 
night.”

Varley said he spoke 
with Burlington officials 
who are reporting reduced 
hotel/motel tax revenues, 
but only about half of what 
Fort Madison is experienc-
ing. He said Mt. Pleasant 
officials told him they are 
having the best back-to-
back years on record.

He also pointed to the 
state’s reluctance to fulfill 
obligations to backfill 
property taxes as addition-
al reasons for tightening.

Steffensmeier said the 
city can’t increase the 
property tax levy because 
the state max is $8.10 and 
the city is already at that 
level.

Looking at the numbers, 
the city had a beginning 
fund balance of $1.8 mil-
lion in the 2015-16 budget 
year. The 2016-17 budget 
year started with $2 mil-
lion and then started with 
$2.2 million in the revised 
2017-18 budget year. The 
budget that was adopted 
earlier this year for the 
2018-19 budget year that 
started July 1 was $1 mil-
lion, so the city spent down 
more than a million last 
year in the general fund.

In 2017-18 the city 
transferred out $100,000 
for street improvements, 
$250,000 in the Boulders 
Inn cash payment incen-
tive, $56,900 for the new 
fire truck, $226,000 for the 
Woodland Heights water 
booster station, $221,000 

to zero out the FEMA 
accounts and $198,000 
in building demolitions. 
Those together total $1.052 
million in one-time ex-
penses.

But he said with those 
one-time items the budget 
could look better, if you 
don’t factor in addition-
al demolitions, Amtrak, 
Viking Cruises, and other 
unforseen expenses. That’s 
why Varley said the city 
should keep about 35% 
of the budget for working 
capital. In 2016-17 the city 
started with that 35% when 
the budget was adopted in 
the spring. In the 2017-
18 adopted budget that 
number was reduced to 
24% and then the revised 
budget showed 12.9%. 
The actual budget showed 
working capital of 14%, 
but the adopted budget for 
2018-19 is only at 8%, or 
$535,700.

The current budget start-
ed with just over $1 million 

and the city is projecting 
$5.9 million in total reve-
nues including taxes and 
fund transfers. Expenses 
are projected at $6.3 mil-
lion which, coupled with 
the transfers for streets at 
$100,000 and $200,000 
for the Amtrak platform, 
creates deficit spending 
of $363,527. The mini-
mum working capital of 
$535,707 creates an ending 
balance on June 30, 2019 of 
$105,611. That number is 
down from the $1.8 million 
three years prior. 

Varley said the answer 
to the budget woes lies in 
frugal decision making and 
tightening of expenditures.

 “I think we’re getting to 
the point where they’re go-
ing to have to start saying 
no,” Varley said. “If Viking 
comes along and they want 
to build stuff for that, that 
could be two, three, four, 
five hundred thousand 
and I don’t know where 
that comes from. We could 
borrow for it right now, 
but I don’t want to borrow. 
I hate borrowing, I don’t 
want to go into debt, the 
city carries enough debt.”

He said he’s hoping 
things level off and they 
don’t get to the point where 
next year they have to look 
at service or staff cuts.

“I’m thinking if we can 
keep some of these large 
expenses down we could 
be alright. We’re getting to 
the point where we can’t go 
much lower in the general 
fund because you’ll have 
cash-flow problems and 
you should never be in that 
position.”

Varley said street mainte-
nance could be an area 
where money could be 
found.

 “We’ve been trying to 
take money from the gen-
eral fund and push more 
money into the streets so 
we can pave more residen-
tial streets. We’d like to add 
a few more blocks every 
year. Last year we moved 
over $200,000 and this 
year we had to drop that to 
$100,000. That’s one area if 
we had to we could look at, 
but we’d really hate to be-
cause we’re big believers in 
maintaining what we have 
and we’re really behind on 
some of our maintenance. 
I’d hate to see that drop any 
farther, because once you 
get too far behind it’s hard 
to dig yourself out of it.”

“If you add up all peo-
ple’s wants vs. what we 
have, the wants outstrip the 
city’s ability to pay. So it’s 
just a matter of prioritizing 
what’s necessary and what’s 
more important.”

City revenues have been flat or dropping the past two years
COFFERS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com


— OPEN HOUSE —  

November 3rd, 4th, & 5th  

11am—4pm  

Fort Madison, Iowa  

Maintenance Free 

Condominiums  

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com


3431 Woodland 

Heights 

Woodland View Condo 

Move in Ready  

2 Bedrooms—2 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Single Level w/  In Floor Heat 

1,680 sqft Finished 

Price: $245,000 

Pond View Condo 

Move in November 2018 

3 –4 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished 

500 sqft Storage 

Price:$330,000 

River View Condo 

Custom Design the Inside 

3 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished  

500 sqft Storage  

Price: $315,000 

Woodland View Condo 

Move in Ready  

4 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

3 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,800 sqft Finished 

500 sqft Storage 

Price: $330,000 

For Sale Condominiums 

Phone: 319-470-2540 Email: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com

FB: Green Oak Development– Fort Madison, IA 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com


 Finished Basement & Single Level Condominiums  

 Landscape Additions - Pond, Fountain, Fire Pit, 

Seating Areas  

 2-4 Bedrooms & 2-3 Car Garage Units 

 River, Forest, & Pond Views 

 High-end Finishes—Quartz Counter Tops, Master 

Suites, Custom Wood Product Cabinetry  

 Year Round Landscape & Building Maintenance 

Provided  

 Zero Entry  Private Patio & Deck, Large Windows, 

Energy Efficient  

 

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	The Kensington
	Lee County Bank
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Lee County Health Department
	For the Record
	Local News
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank
	StopBullying.gov
	Sports
	From the Front
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Test Kitchen Education Foundation
	RSVP of Lee County
	Harvestville Farm
	Fort Madison Family YMCA
	Fort Madison Neighborhood Watch Groups
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Real Estate
	KLM Realty
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Fraise Auction & Real Estate
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Vehicles for Sale
	Real Estate
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Current-Lee
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	From the Front
	Local News
	Great River Regional Waste Authority

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 


