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Officials look at Viking dock funding options

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Options of funding a dock on 
the west end of Riverview Park that would secure 
a Viking Mississippi River cruise in Fort Madison 
were varied at Tuesday’s City Council meeting.

The dock, which is estimated at a cost of $1.7 
million, is part of the negotiations that are current-

ly ongoing with the city and Viking 
Cruise Lines.

City Manager David Varley said 
Viking has agreed to pay $500,000 
toward the cost of the project leaving 
the city to fund the additional $1.2 
million. The cost of construction is 
estimated at $1.21 million, but a 30% 

contingency fund coupled with design and engi-
neering costs of 7% push the total to $1.7 million.

Originally, Viking had agreed to pay a dock rental 
of $1 per passenger for each docking, but Mayor 
Brad Randolph said the cruise lines will either pay 

the rental or pay the $500K up front, but not both.
He also said the city won’t spend another dime on 

the project until they know for sure it’s a go. The city 
has already secured a feasibility study with Smith-
Group out of Madison, Wis. for just under $25,000.

Varley said the numbers are pretty solid because 
SmithGroup is one of the top two companies in 
the country doing this kind of work and have built 
docks all over the world.

He said the agreement would not be exclusive, so 
anytime Viking wasn’t docked in FM, other entities 

See FUNDING, page 8

Construction crews from Hall’s tear down the former Lee County Conservation District 
Wednesday afternoon. The district paid $10,000 to have the building razed after seeking 
bids this spring on the work. A lightning strike hit the building about five years ago.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Submitted article

FORT MADISON  -  Historian Kathy Wilson will be 
presenting a program on death and mourning customs 
in the Victorian era at the Fort Madison Public Library 
on May 23, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  Kathy believes learning 
about the past can be fun as well as interesting. To 
prove that point, she draws on more than 20 years of 

experience to create programs that engage and enter-
tain as well as educate her audiences.  

Victorians had a different attitude about death than 
we do in the 21st Century. People died at home sur-
rounded by loved ones, families picnicked in ceme-
teries on Sundays, took photos with deceased (what’s 
up with that?) & made jewelry from their hair (yes, 
really!). They also worried about being buried alive or 
someone stealing their bodies. This program explores 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – A drive by the Lee County Conserva-
tion District offices at Heron Bend shows some nifty art 
decorating all the windows facing the highway.

It’s not vandalism, it’s actually volunteerism.
Area youth, under the direction of the Lee County 

Leadership Group, painted conservation themes on the 
conservation district building’s west side windows.

And the really neat part is the conservation district 
staff can still see out their windows.

Elementary students from the county were encour-
aged to submit artwork with a conservation theme to 
the Leadership Group. The group selected seven win-
ners who had their artwork converted to a special vinyl 
material.

The vinyl used for the drawing surfaces only shows 
the artwork from one side of the window. Lee County 
Conservation District Director Nathan Unsworth, said 
he was excited the project was chosen by the leadership 
group.

“Lee County Conservation was really excited to hear 
this project was chosen by the leadership group,” Un-
sworth said Wednesday.

“The project was a fun way to engage children and en-
courage them to think about the environment in a new 
way. We try to connect people to the outdoors through 
various types of programming, and this was just anoth-
er idea to help foster that connection to the outdoors.”

Youth project brings 
color to LCCD building
Leadership Group organizes 
project to highlight conservation 
efforts

See PROJECT, page 6

Historian to look at Victorian mourning customs
Fort Madison library to host 
event May 23 at 6 p.m.

See HISTORIAN, page 8

RANDOLPH

Mayor would rather Viking 
finance the project for city

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://JDRF.org


2 - Pen City Current - Sunday, January 7, 2019

Obituaries/Business News

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are 
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-

rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA

Pen City Current
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current 
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does. 5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 09 May

Overcast
High– 56.0º F | Low – 46.5º F

FRI 10 May

Scattered Clouds
High– 59.8º F | Low – 47.9º F

SAT 11 May

Overcast
High– 61.0º F | Low – 51.5º F

SUN 12 May

Light Rain
High– 64.6º F | Low – 47.4º F

MON 13 May

Overcast
High– 64.5º F | Low – 48.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

OBITUARIES

ELIZABETH ERIN NELSON
Elizabeth Erin “Beth” Nelson, 37, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 4:17 p.m., 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019, at Great River Hospice House, West Burlington, Iowa.
Beth was born on June 1, 1981, in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, the daughter of Kevin 

and Cindy (Randolph) Frueh. She married Travis Nelson. 
Survivors include four children: Taylor, Carter, Olivia and Aubree; her parents: 

Kevin and Cindy; one brother: Eric (Liz) Frueh of Donnellson, Iowa; her grand-
mothers: Bonnie Randolph of New Boston, Iowa and Jeanne Frueh of Donnell-
son, Iowa.  Also surviving are several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. 

She was preceded in death by her brother: Kristofer; and her two grandfathers: 
Henry J. Frueh and Russel Randolph.  

Beth was a 1999 graduate of Central Lee High School. She worked with her 
family in their antique business. She was a member of Saint Mary the Assump-
tion Catholic Church. Beth enjoyed animals, being outside, going on vacation 
with her children, and outings with her friends.  Beth especially loved being 
involved in her children’s activities. 

Friends may call from 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 10, 2019 at Schmitz 
Funeral Home in Donnellson.

Per Beth’s wishes a private family service will be held with burial at Evangelical 
Cemetery, Donnellson. In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in her 
memory for her children’s education.  

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. On-line condolences to the family may be made at www.schmitzfuneral-
homes.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

FORT MADISON – 
Thomas Klann, Agency 
Owner, State Farm has 
earned the Chartered 
Life Underwriter (CLU) 

professional 
designation 
from The 
American 
College of 
Financial 
Services. 
Candidates 

for the CLU designation 
must complete a mini-
mum of eight courses and 
16 hours of supervised 
examinations. They must 
also fulfill stringent expe-
rience and ethics require-
ments and participate 
in continuing education 
to maintain professional 
recertification.

This prestigious course 
of study provides pro-
fessionals with in-depth 
knowledge relevant to 
the insurance needs of 
individuals, families and 

business owners. The 
CLU professional can 
provide reliable advice on 
a broad range of financial 
planning topics including 
life and health insurance, 
pension planning, insur-
ance law, income taxation, 
investments, financial 
and estate planning, and 
group benefits.

Thomas Klann started 
his State Farm career in 
2012 after graduating 
from the University of 
Northern Iowa with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Management. 
Thomas has remained 
committed to his educa-
tion earning professional 
designations with the 
American College of 
Financial Services (Fi-
nancial Services Certified 
Professional & Retirement 
Income Certified Profes-
sional), The College for 
Financial Planning (Life 
Underwriting Training 
Council Fellowship), and 
America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans (Long-Term 
Care Professional). Thom-
as uses his education to 

support his passion for 
the community he lives 
and works in. Thomas 
adds, “We believe that we 
have an obligation to our 
current and future cus-
tomers to always be learn-
ing. As we see changes in 
technology, the economy 
and the way customers 
want to do business, we 
know it’s our responsi-
bility to make sure there 
plan keeps up with it. It 
is about holding more 
than just a state required 
insurance or securities 
license. It is about really 
understanding the prod-
ucts and services. And 
really understanding what 
our customers want and 
need.” When asked what 
is next on his path Thom-
as replies, “I have signed 
up to start the Chartered 
Financial Consultant- 
ChFC designation with 
the American College. 
State Farm supports me 
in continuing my learning 
path and I support my 
amazing team in their 
learning path. We expect 
it to be a lifelong pursuit!”

State Farm’s Klann earns 
underwriting designation

KLANN

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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WE’RE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AGRIGULTURE.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
Click this ad for details.

319-469-3951

We are the Leader
in Ag Loans

in Southeast Iowa.
COMMITTED TO

HELPING YOU GROW.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

05/03/19 – 9:19 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 900 block of 15th Street.
05/03/19 – 3:10 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1800 block of Avenue H.
05/04/19 – 8:43 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1800 block of Avenue L.
05/04/19 – 11:51 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1800 block of Avenue L.
05/04/19 – 2:15 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
05/04/19 – 4:36 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue J.
05/05/19 – 1:51 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1400 block of 31st Street.
05/05/19 – 10:11 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 

a stolen vehicle in the 
1500 block of Avenue G.
05/05/19 – 10:54 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 1600 
block of 20th Street.
05/05/19 – 10:59 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2000 block of Avenue G.
05/05/19 – 12:10 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1200 block of Avenue H.
05/05/19 – 12:39 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larcent/theft in the 
2300 block of Avenue J.
05/05/19 – 7:15 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
3100 block of Avenue L.
05/06/19 – 1:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2700 block of Avenue I.
05/06/19 – 1:39 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
2100 block of Avenue C.

05/06/19 – 4:41 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
700 block of Avenue G.
05/06/19 – 5:36 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 2000 
block of 303rd Avenue.
05/07/19 – 9:26 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1300 block of Avenue E.
05/07/19 – 11:12 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of a 
larceny/theft on Oak Drive.
05/07/19 – 5:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
900 block of Avenue G.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

05/07/19 – 1:00 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Mercedes Dia-
mone Scott, 30, of Chicago. 
Ill., at the Champaign Coun-
ty Sheriff’s office in Urbana, 
Ill., on warrants for failure to 
appear/contempt of court. 
She was held in custody.
05/07/19 – 9:31 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 

accident. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven by 
Salavador Gonzalez, 68, of 
Fort Madison and a vehicle 
driven by Joshua Allen 
Wade, 32, of Fort Madison 
struck each other’s driver’s 
side mirrors while passing 
east and westbound in the 
1200 block of Avenue E. 
Gonzalez failed to stop and 
was followed by Wade until 
law enforcement pulled 
Gonzalez over. Gonza-
lez was cited for failure 
to provide insurance. No 
injuries were reported.
05/07/19 – 1:44 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in the 2300 block 
of Hwy. 16. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven by 
Michael Dean Buehneman, 
60, of Sigourney, was struck 
in a sideswipe by a vehicle 
driven by Curtis James 
Richers, 53, of Wever, after 
Richers swerved across 
the center line to avoid 
a mailbox. No injuries or 
citations were reported.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

05/07/17 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.

FORT MADISON – The Family Practice Clinic at Fort 
Madison Community Hospital is pleased to welcome 
Family Practitioner, Dr. Tatenda Goronga. Dr. Goronga 
is Board Certified in Family Practice.

Dr. Goronga was inspired to go into 
medicine by her mother, who was a nurse 
in Zimbabwe. Her mother dedicated her 
career to promoting HIV/Aids awareness, 
which had touched many of their family 
and community members. Her mother 
set the example for providing excellent 
patient care.

“It is important to me to really connect with my pa-
tients, to get to know them as a person and not a diagno-
sis. My job becomes more pleasurable and my patients 
become more compliant when that happens,” expressed 
Dr. Goronga. “I enjoy treating the whole family. I think 
by taking the time to really listen to my patients, ask 
them questions about their lives, it becomes a win-win 
for both of us – it makes my job more enjoyable and 
sometimes all they need is someone to listen.”

Dr. Goronga received her Doctor of Medicine degree 
from Windsor University School of Medicine in Saint 
Kitts. She completed her Residency training in Family 
Medicine at the University Of Oklahoma School Of 
Community Medicine.

Dr. Goronga felt FMCH was a good fit for her, getting 
a strong sense of support and connection with everyone 
she met while visiting.

Dr. Goronga will join Dr. Kathy Anderson, Dr. Ruth 
Barosy, Dr. Amy Huber, Dr. Michael David, Dr. William 
Napier, Dr. Chase Newton, Dr. Josh Siruck, Dr. David 
Wenger-Keller and Nurse Practitioner Amy Wallis in the 
care of patients of all ages.

Dr. Goronga is accepting new patients. To make an 
appointment with Dr. Goronga, call 319-376-2134.

Dr. Goronga joins 
FMCH Clinic

DR. GORONGA

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/agricultural
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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 5/7 MID-DAY
9 4 9

 5/7 EVENING
6 6 1

 5/7 MID-DAY
5 1 4 3

 5/7 EVENING
7 9 0 7

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

5/7
3 6 34 54 63 
Mega Ball: 19
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Algrim finishes 8th at 
SE Conference meet

BY PCC STAFF

WASHINGTON – Fort Madison junior Blake Algrim shot an 88 and carded and 
tied for the second best score on the back nine at Washington Golf and Country 
Club Tuesday night.

Algrim shot a 42 on the back nine, which was the fifth lowest score of the meet. 
Algrim carded a triple-bogey 7 on the 18th hole after going with three pars and four 
bogeys before the 7.

Keokuk’s Luke Davis led the Chiefs with a 91 followed by Jordan Sisk with a 94.
The Hounds finished fourth in the five team field with team score of 395. Keokuk 

finished fifth with a score of 407.
The Bloodhounds senior Tommy Wade shot a 91 with a 46 out and 45 on the back 

nine. Senior Logan Rashid shot a 105. Tyler Wade and Max Slater each recorded a 
111 on the day and Brandon Keester shot a 112.

Washington’s Brock Sobaski and Brady Knutson each shot a 76 to tie for medalist 
and runner-up. Knuston shot a 1-over 36 on the front but carded a 40 going back. 
Sobaski had the lowest back nine score with a 37.

Mt. Pleasant won the meet with four-player best score of 328. Washington was 
second carding a 358 and Fairfield was third with a 364.

Holy Trinity Catholic’s Ali Robu shot a 104 Wednesday at the girls Southeast Iowa 
Superconference tourney at Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course in Fort Madison.

Mediapolis’ Ruthie Jahn shot an 88 for medalist honors. New London’s Summer 
Mallot came in with a 96 for runner-up.

Robu started the front nine with a par 5, but played double bogey golf the rest of 
the way around the front for a 53, before shooting a 51 on the back nine.

Columbus won the team scoring with a 404 on the day. Danville shot a 443 for 
second place.

HTC’s Robu takes 6th at girls’ SEISC meetPCC STAFF
Memorial Day and the traditional beginning of summer are quickly approaching. 

Unfortunately, with the increase in summer traffic we will also see a rise in traffic 
crashes and fatalities. Last year there were four traffic fatalities on Iowa roadways 
over the Memorial Day weekend; four deaths that may have been prevented. Accord-
ing to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in 2017 there 
were 10,076 unbuckled passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes nationwide. A 
majority of those lives could have been saved if they had been wearing seat belts. The 
national Click It or Ticket campaign will take place May 20 - June 2, 2019. State and 
local law agencies across the state will be stepping up seat belt enforcement with the 
goal of protecting you and your family.

Seat Belt Myth Busters
Vehicle Type: There seems to be a misconception among those who drive and ride 

in pickup trucks that their large vehicles will protect them better than other vehicles 
would in a crash. Fifty-nine percent of pickup truck occupants who were killed in 
2017 were not buckled compared to 42 percent of car occupants.*

Seating Position: Too many people believe they are safe in the back seat unre-
strained. Forty-six percent of all front-seat passenger killed in 2017 crashes were 
unbelted but 56 percent of those killed in the back seat were unbelted.*

The Iowa Department of Public Safety and the Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau 
want to remind all drivers of the importance of seat belt use. Buckle up every trip, 
every time!

Stepped up patrols 
for Memorial Day

FORT MADISON - TheUnited Way of the Great River is seeking volunteers who 
will sort and organize donations, check and assess the condition of the items that 
are brought in to the Salvation Army and make sure appliances and electronic items 
work.

If interested and for more information, please call – Tammy at 319-372-8043.
United Way of the Great River Region supports non-profit organizations and 

agencies that provide programs addressing needs in health, education and financial 
stability to residents in Clark, Hancock, and Lee Counties.  

United Way of the Great River Region serves all of Lee, Hancock, and Clark 
Counties. All donations are tax-deductible.

UW seeking Salvation Army help

1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson
319-470-1558

info@harvestvillefarm.com 
www.harvestvillefarm.com

Lots of great Mother’s Day gift ideas!
Beautiful patio pots, hanging baskets,

house plants, succulents,
gift items, home decor, & gift cards

Harvestville Farm
Open: Mon-Sat 
9am -5pm; Sun 

11am - 4pm
The Pitchfork Cafe 

Hours: Mon-Sat 
11am - 2pm

Because you got the mom 
everyone wishes they had

Jacob Sanchez
Diagnosed with autism

Sensory sensitivity is a sign of autism. 
Learn the others at autismspeaks.org/signs.

http://www.jdrf.org
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
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Annual Golf Outing
Friday, May 10 • Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Click here for your registration form

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Mother’s and Father’s Day Craft
Fort Madison Public Library will host a Wacky Wednes-

day May, 8, from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. for youth ages 5-12 
to make crafts for Mother’s and Father’s Day.

Salute to Small Business Breakfast
The Fort Madison Chamber’s annual Salute to Small 

Business breakfast will be held Thursday, May 9 at Quality 
Inn & Suites sponsored by Huffman Welding & Machine/
Farm & Home beginning at 7:30 a.m. Contact that chamber 
at 372-5471.

LCHD children’s immunization clinic
The Lee County Health Department will be hosting a 

children’s immunization clinic on May 9, at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church from noon to 4:30 p.m. The 
clinic is open to children with no insurance, Medicaid or 
private insurance that doesn’t cover vaccines. Free lead test-
ing is also available. Call 372-5225 for more information.

Senior Health Clinic
Lee County Health Department will host a senior Health 

Clinic at River Terrace in Keokuk from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m..

Success through Service
A half-day leadership conference will be held at Quality 

Inn & Suites in Fort Madison on Friday, May 10th, with 
featured speakers Ann Menke of Menke & Co., Matt Mor-
ris, of Connection Bank, and Craig Smith of Sterzings.

Relay for Life Trivia Night
Rich Pickel Trivia and Lee County Bank’s Relay for Life 

team are hosting the Relay for Life Trivia Night Friday, May 
10th at the Elks Lodge 719 Avenue F. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m., with trivia starting at 7 p.m. $10 per person or $80 
per table. Contact Shauna Stuart at sstuart@leecountybank.
com for more informations.

Barley Hops
The annual tasting event will be held May 17th from 5 

p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Baxter Sports Complex. Pre-sale of 
glasses takes place Friday, May 10th from 5 to 8 p.m. at Buf-
falo61 Bar and Grille. Glasses are just $10

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible 
CURRENT-LEE section in increments of 25 words for 
$15. Add a photo for $5. Effective Jan. 1, 2019 non-profit 
organizations are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 
words and $3 per photo. To place your listing, call Chuck at 
(319)371.1670 or Lee at (319)371.4125.

CURRENT-LEECelebrations
HOUSTON-VANCE

FORT MADISON – Amanda Leigh Houston and 
Ross Mathew Vance were married on January 19, 2019, 
at Madison Baptist Church in Fort Madison. 

Parents of the couple are Jeff and Paula Houston of 
Fort Madison, and Tracy and Janet Vance of Fairfield, 
formerly of Fort Madison.

The bride is a 2012 graduate of Fort Madison High 
School and obtained her Associate of Science degree in 
Business Administration from Southeastern Commu-
nity College. She is a licensed cosmetologist and is the 
owner/stylist at Style by Design in Burlington.

The groom is a 2009 graduate of Fort Madison High 
School and obtained his Associate of Arts degree at 
Iowa Central Community College. He is employed by 
the City of Fairfield Wastewater Department.

The couple have made their home in New London.

Mr. and Mrs. Vance

THOMPSON
KEOKUK – Mr. and Mrs. Amos and Susan Thomp-

son are proud to announce the birth of their daughter 
Brynlee Isabella Thompson, on April, 20, 2019 at Fort 
Madison Community Hospital

Grandparents of the couple are Jeff and Colleen 
Brown of Keokuk; and Holly Thompson of Keokuk.

Great-grandparents are Lynn Thompson of Keokuk; 
and Karen Streets of Muscatine.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

Birth Announcements

GENDRON
FORT MADISON – Mr. and Mrs. Tyler and Cassidy 

Gendron are proud to announce the birth of their on 
Liam Michael Gendron on April 11, 2019 at Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital.

Grandparents are Brian and Diana Davis of Donnell-
son; and Tom and Lisa Gendron of Donnellson.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

BALES
DONNELLSON – Mr. and Mrs. Shawn and Kelsey 

Bales are proud to announce the birth of their son 
Hudson Howard Bales on April 16, 2019 at Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital.

Hudson joins Bennett at home.
Grandparents are Howard and Tina Menke; Jeff and 

Billie Jo Bales; and Paula Bales, all of West Point.
Great-grandparents are Rachel Siemens of Niota, Ill.; 

and Sandra and Jack Cook of Ottumwa.
Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 

wonderful news.

MACK
FORT MADISON – Traci Fuller and James Mack are 

proud to announce the birth of their daughter Devinity 
Jolea Mack, on March 25, 2019 at Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital.

Devinity is joined at home by Eveona.
Grandparents are Evonne Plate of Fort Madison (de-

ceaased), Dean and Elaine Fuller of Burlington; Dean 
and Jody DeWitt of Fort Madison; and James Steele of 
Keokuk.

Great-grandparents are Darwin and Joanna (de-
ceased) Bertram of Argyle; Dean (deceased) and Jean 
Fuller of Nauvoo, Ill.; Gloria Fuller (deceased) of Bur-
lington; June Mack (deceased) of Fort Madison; and 
Orville and Rose Mack of Oklahoma City, Ok; Charles 
and Melva DeWitt of Wever; and Donald (deceased) 
and Ida (deceased) Steele of Keokuk.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

KREBILL
DONNELLSON – Mr. and Mrs. Ryan and Elisha 

Krebill, of Donnellson, are proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter Grace Ann Krebill, on April 12, 
2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Grace is joined at home by Drake.
Grandparents are Deb Krebill of Arygle; Bruce and 

Jane Krebill of Donnellson; and Dale and Becky Shipe 
of Warsaw, Ill.

Great-grandparents are Lester and Barb Groene of 
Donnellson.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdfs/2019 Golf Outing Reg Form.pdf
mailto:sstuart@leecountybank.com
mailto:sstuart@leecountybank.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

319-372-6959

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
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   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Members of the Leadership Group that helped orga-
nize and produce the project were: Katie Wells – Fort 
Madison Community Hospital; Ashley Thomas – Great 
River Health System; Amanda Shaw – First Community 
Bank; Ryan Krebill – Conagra Brands. Inc; Tom Wills 
– Keokuk Municipal Waterworks; and Becca Crew – 
Advance Home Health.

Wells said it was the group’s hope that the project 
would attract attention to the building and help bring 
people in to learn more about the LCCD programming. 
But she added working with the children brought a 
smile to her face.

“It was really fun to be a part of this project. The en-
gagement of the youth was really what made this project 
so worthwhile,” she said.

“Seeing the faces of the children when they were 
announced as winners and their art work was unveiled 
was very rewarding to our Leadership group. The art 

work really improves the appearance of the building, 
our hope is that it attracts more community members to 
stop in and learn about programming they offer.”

Unsworth said he’s had a great reception from people 
who’ve seen the work.

“The response has been great, so far. Everyone is very 
impressed with the student’s artwork and how it looks 
on the Conservation Center,” he said.

“This project is a trial run. We are not sure how long 
the coloring will hold up on the vinyl window covering 
as they will be subjected to intense sun light. However, 
it could be something that we turn into an ongoing 
project with the artwork getting replaced every year or 
so. “

The project was funded by the Three Rivers Conserva-
tion Foundation and Lee County Conservation.

Student winners included: Lily Smith, Central Lee 5th 
Grade (Fish Picture); Hunter Snyder, Central Lee 2nd 
Grade (Fox Picture); Grady Crew, Central Lee Kinder-
garten (Flower Picture), Ellie Hellman, Holy Trinity 4th 

Grade (Goldfinch); Jack Benner, Central Lee 4th Grade 
(Deer Picture); Malani Roach, Holy Trinity 1st grade 
(Butterfly Picture); and Jaliann Hawk, Central Lee 3rd 
Grade  (Water Scene Picture).

PROJECT- Continued from Page 1

Art project could become an annual competition

Student winners of the LCCD window art con-
test are pictured here with their winning pieces.

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

 

406 Main Street 
Keokuk, IA  52632 

Ph: 319-524-1240 / 888-524-1240 
www.kruegerbrokerage.com 

 

Offering Complete Financial Services for Discounted Fees. 
“Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1986!” 

 
Securities offered through B.B. Graham & Co., Member FINRA/SIPC. 

Krueger Brokerage, Inc. and B.B. Graham & Co. are 
separate and otherwise unrelated companies. 

406 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632 • www.kruegerbrokerage.com
Ph: 319-524-1240 / 888-524-1240

Offering Complete Financial Services for Discounted Fees.
“Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1986!”

Securities offered through B.B. Graham & Co., Member FINRA/SIPC. Krueger Brokerage, Inc. 
and B.B. Graham & Co. are separate and otherwise unrelated companies.

http://www.4arose.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.kruegerbrokerage.com
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Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 

 

When:  Thursday, December 13th 

9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 

2068 303rd Avenue 

Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 

Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 

Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

When:  Thursday, May 9th
  1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Location: Bagcraft Packaging
  2068 303rd Avenue
  Ft. Madison, IA 52627

OPEN INTERVIEWS
Starting wages

as high as $14/hr.

 
Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 
 

When:  Thursday, December 6th 
9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 
2068 303rd Avenue 
Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 
Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 
Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 
 

When:  Thursday, December 6th 
9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 
2068 303rd Avenue 
Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 
Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 
Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available.

Machine Operators: Starting pay – $12-$14/hr.
Material Handlers: Starting pay – $12.50/hr.

Packers: Starting pay – $11/hr.

Mobile Nursing Services

NOW HIRING
RNs & LPNs
Burlington & 

Keokuk Areas
We are now hiring additional 
staff to meet the needs of our 

increased client base.

Flexible Schedules
Competitive Wages

PTO
Free Life Insurance

Apply at:
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison

or email
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

Office Space 
for Rent

Office / retail space avail-
able for rent at 1225 Avenue 
H Fort Madison. 875 square 
feet of open space. Ample 
parking, visible advertising 
sign, great location. Please 
inquire at 319-470-1384.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

WE’RE 
HIRING

Holy Trinity Catholic is a 
growing, future ready school 
in Southeast Iowa. Holy Trin-
ity Catholic School seeks 
qualified, committed, and 
talented individuals for a va-
riety of positions that will al-
low them to fulfill their unique 
potential within the context of 
faith based education.

• Junior/Senior High School 
Administrator – full time posi-
tion that requires a Master’s 
in school administration, ex-
perience in curriculum plan-
ning desired.
• Junior/Senior High Math 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• Senior High School English 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• Senior High School Spanish 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• TAG Teacher – 0.5 time, 
degree and certification re-
quired
• Upper Elementary Music 
Teacher – 0.4 time, degree 
and certification required
• Business Manager – full 
time, degree in Business or 
Accounting required
• Janitorial Staff - full time

Please contact Judi Dinwid-
die at judi.dinwiddie@holy-
trinityschools.org for addi-
tional information in regard to 
all open positions.

Fort Madison Community 
School District
Ft. Madison, Iowa

DIRECTOR
OF OPERATIONS 
& MAINTENANCE

BENEFITS: This position 
includes a competitive and 
comprehensive benefits 
package that includes IP-
ERS, paid personal/sick 
leave and medical/dental/vi-
sion insurance
 
HOURS: 261 days
 
QUALIFICATIONS:

• Bachelor’s degree pre-
ferred

• Minimum of 5 years ex-
perience in maintenance 
or operations related field

• Experience in a school 
district preferred

• Valid driver’s license
• Demonstrated ability to 

work independently
• Demonstrated ability 

to effectively supervise 
others

 
REQUIREMENTS: The Di-
rector of Operations shall be 
responsible for maintaining 
the physical school plant and 
grounds in condition of oper-
ating excellence at all times
 
PHYSICAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Bending, carry-
ing, climbing, driving, lifting, 
pushing/pulling, reaching, sit-
ting, standing, walking.

Applications, in writing, for 
the above position will be 

accepted until May 15, 2019

For more information
or to apply:

http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

Loading
Crew Position

Certified Fork Lift
or Heavy Machiner Operator 

Experience Preferred

Starting Pay $16/Hr.
1st Shift Position

Call us today
319-246-1294

4502 Avenue O
(Lodi Shopping Center)

Fort Madison, IA

NOW 
HIRING!

Extended Season!

Immediate Production
Openings at Scotts!
Overtime Available!
Day and Night Shifts

Available!
$100 Sign On Bonus!

Call us today
319-246-1294

4502 Avenue O
(Lodi Shopping Center)

Fort Madison, IA

the classifieds

BUZZED DRIVING 
IS DRUNK DRIVING

I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
GET A 
RIDE 
HOME.

PROBABLY 

Place your ad
online 24/7

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

HELP WANTED APARTMENTS FOR RENT
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE

First. Fresh. Local.

https://www.bagcraft.com/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=RNs%20%26%20LPNs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

would be able to use it. Viking is expected to start 
cruising in 2022. They would cruise July through 
October with initial cruises projected at two per 
week through Fort Madison.

Councilman Mark Lair asked if the funding would 
come from a bond that would require 
a vote.

Varley said a general obligation bond 
funding is not the easiest thing to do, 
but could be done and would require 
the vote.

Randolph said establishing a solid 
partnership with Viking is paramount 
going forward.

“The key for the city is to make sure we have a 
good partnership and that we don’t feel like we’re 
spending money where we could end up losing 
money if something happened down the road.”

He said options have included dollar-for-dollar 
matches as well as having Viking finance the whole 
deal and have the city pay them back with interest 
over 20 years.

“Under that deal our upfront liability would be 
minimal and if for some reason Viking’s cruises 
didn’t go as well as they liked in years three, four or 
five, they’re on the hook for the infrastructure costs. 
Whether they would do that deal or not, I don’t 
know.”

Randolph threw out some estimated numbers if 
Viking were to finance the whole dock project over 
20 years. He said the city would be looking at very 
roughly $100,000 per year.

Councilman Bob Morawitz said he would want to 
see where the city would see a return on the invest-
ment.

“If we do the deal at all we’re going to end up 
spending $100,000 a year – or even it’s $50,000, 
where are we going to make $50,000 a year off this. 
What’s our return on our investment?” Morawitz 
asked.

Rusty Andrews said it was a valid question with an 
intricate answer.

“Its the same question we asked of 
the Amtrak Depot” Andrews said.

Randolph said it’s similar to most 
incentives the city gives and hopefully 
results in stimulation.

“We’re counting on a stimulation of 
the economy because the boat is here. 
If you’re asking me if that’s going to 

put $100,000 in the city’s pockets every year, I can’t 
guarantee you that,” Randolph said.

Varley said there are incentives included as part of 
the ticketing fare that are intended to keep people in 
the ports of call.

“It would have to be looked at as a community-
wide benefit and that’s what the council will have to 
make a decision on,” Varley said.

Morawitz said he would like to see more research 
on the impact of cruises on city economies, even if 
that research comes from overseas.

The council agreed to keep moving forward with 
discussions and research and to bring the item back 
for further discussion.

Morawitz wants more research 
before city moves ahead

FUNDING - Continued from Page 1

MORAWITZ

ANDREWS

the Victorians’ fascination with death & the culture 
they developed to memorialize the dead.  It is also a 
timely presentation, the Thursday before Memorial 
Day, a holiday that began shortly after the American 
Civil War during the Victorian Era as a way to re-
member the many soldiers killed in that war.  Over 
the years, it has developed into a day to remember and 
honor all those who have served in the military but its 
roots lie in customs from the 1860’s.

A professional historian and educator, Kathy Wilson 
received her BA in History from Bemidji State Univer-
sity in Minnesota, before traveling to England where 
she completed her Masters at the University of York. 
She is currently a PhD candidate at the University of 
Iowa and specializes in 18th and 19th-century Brit-
ish-American social history. 

For additional information about this program, 
contact Sarah Clendineng, (319) 372-5721, Sarah-
Clen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us at the Fort Madison Public 
Library.

Historian specializes 
in 18th, 19th century 
social history
HISTORIAN - Continued from Page 1

with full breakfast purchase.

BOGO HALF OFF
FULL BREAKFAST

Choose from delicious biscuits & gravy,
a “mess”, waffles w/sausage or bacon

or eggs w/sausage or bacon.

616 10TH STREET
FORT MADISON
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Like us on FacebookCoupon expires May 16, 2019

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:SarahClen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us
mailto:SarahClen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us
https://www.facebook.com/10thststation/
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