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FMFD officials still
investigating Friday fire

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -
Firefighters were called to
the scene of a house fire
just after 9 p.m. Friday
night in the 1900 block of
Avenue E

According to witness-
es at the scene, flames
were jumping from the
northeast corner of the
structure at around 9 p.m.
at a home at 1905 Avenue
E Fort Madison police
and a Lee County Sheriff’s
deputy were already on
the scene. Fort Madison
firefighters were on the
scene “just a few minutes”
after the witnesses saw the
flames and had the fire
quickly under control.

Law enforcement said
the building was occupied
at the time but everyone
escaped unharmed and
one person was treated
for minor smoke inhala-
tion by Lee County EMS
personnel.

The northeast corner
of the building sustained
heavy fire damage and the
southwest side of a one-

car garage on the property
also had heat damage.

No other information
was immediately avail-
able. Lee County EMS,

Fort Madison Police, Lee
County Sherift’s Depart-

ment and Alliant Energy
were at the scene.

Fort Madison fire

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above, Fort Madison
firefighters pull back
melted siding from a
home that caught fire
at about 9 p.m. Friday
night at 1905 Avenue
F. At left, a team cuts
a hole in the roof of
the residence.

officials said Saturday the
fire is still under inves-
tigation and the a cause
is undetermined at this
time.

Big Buckle Bash invades downtown Saturday

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON -
Bring your friends and
family to downtown Fort
Madison for the Big Buckle
Bash Saturday August 26th
from 4:00 p.m. until 12:00

a.m. Fun for all ages, the
Bash brings together classic
cars, the Voice of Big
Buckle Bash competition,
great food, cold brews, and
live music from country
musician, Jake Dodds!

Some of the best vocal-
ists in the area will com-
pete against one another
for fantastic prize packages
and the opportunity to be
“The Voice of Big Buckle
Bash”! This year, winners

will have the opportunity
to also win recording ses-
sions from Mateo Martinez
Music, live performances,
rodeo tickets and cash

See BASH, page 2

District focuses
on collaboration,
creativity as new
year approaches

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - As the target for what deter-
mines a successful graduate keeps changing, Fort Madi-
son school officials continue to look at the district’s role
in preparing those students for life after high school.

Fort Madison Community School District Superin-
tendent Erin Slater addressed the district staff Friday
morning as part of the 2017-18 school year kick off.
The school year officially starts on Thursday, but fresh-
men report on Wednesday morning for
a half day before a 6 p.m. orientation
the same day, according to the district’s
website.

Slater challenged the staff to make sure
they’re focused on goals of the district to
prepare each student from the district’s
first encounter to graduation, to instill
life and learning skills to be able to com-
pete in a global economy.

She said a survey of the 14

»

SLATER

top 300 employers in the .
country pointed to com- That hlgher
plex problem solving skills . .
as the number one key level thlnklng IS
employment trait those em- \what the y heed
ployers were looking for.

“Higher order thinking fo be able to
skills are what we need to :
be working on for our kids,” have on thelr

Slater said. “That higher Way out.”
level thinking is what they )
need to be able to have on -Erin Slater

their way out. Thinking col- FMHS Superintendent
laboratively and creatively.

“Our kids need content
knowledge - that is a non-negotiable,” Slater said. “But
they need more than that and we need to make it rele-
vant for them so they can do these things that compa-
nies are asking of them. This is the high stakes arena
were sending our kids into.”

See DISTRICT, page 2
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From the Front/Local News

Riverview Games Kkick off
Big day in Fort Madison

BASH - Continued from Page 1

The contest will run using The Voice format, contestants will perform on stage hoping
for a judge to spin their chair. Team Blake, Team Christina, Team Pharrell, and Team
Adam, each represented by a local resident with a vocal background, will each choose
two for their team. The eight finalists will perform a seconnd time with the final three
winning great prizes.

The Voice of Big Buckle Bash will not be the only entertainment at the street party in
downtown Fort Madison. Local dance studios, Top Hatters and DRIVE dance studio
will perform throughout the night. Bring the kids out to meet reigning Miss Junior
Rodeo Iowa Kami Eaves-Fedler who will be available for autographs! She will be located
outside of Old Fort Players. County musician Jake Dodds will light up the stage until
12:00 a.m.

Up and coming artist Jake Dodds has toured all over the United States opening for
popular country stars such as Tyler Farr, Dustin Lynch, Love & Theft, Jerrod Niemann,
and many more! Admission to the Big Buckle Bash is only $5 for adults, $2 for children!
Cruise in car drivers and one passenger receive free admission to the event. If you are
interested in participating in the classic car cruise, volunteering or would like more
details, contact Fort Madison Main Street at 319-372-5471.

If you think you have what it takes to be the “Voice of Big Buckle Bash” you can sign
up by calling the Fort Madison Partners Offices at 319-372-5471 or registering in person
at our office located at 614 9th Street in Fort Madison. Applicants must be 18 years of
age and be prepared to perform two songs in under three minutes. This is not karaoke,
applicants will need to provide their background music.

Thank you to our Premier Sponsor Country Financial - Matt Lafrenz, our Beverage
Sponsor Ameriprise Financial: Josh Denning & Associates as well as our other sponsors
Boulders Inn & Suites, HyVee, ] & S Electronics, Connection Bank, Mohrfeld Electric,
WM Johnson Trucking, Mateo Martinez Music, and Meller Excavating.

The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s annual Riverview Games will kick off the
day’s events running from 10 a.m. to noon at Riverview Park. Free lunch and a cotton
candy will be provided for all children participaing in the games, which include an ob-
stacle course, football toss and more.

|

courtesy photo

Up-and-coming country artist Jake Dodds will be the headline enter-
tainer for this year at the annual Big Buckle Bash Saturday, Aug. 26 in

downtown Fort Madison

FMCH dedicates new courtyard

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison
Community Hospital Foundation held a
dedication celebration for the newly reno-
vated courtyard at Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital (FMCH). The courtyard
renovation was funded by the generous
donations of the Dick Canella Family
memorial and the FMCH Employee
Campaign held in May of 2017.

This beautifully renovated space uses
a pergola with outdoor table and chairs,

a water feature, blooming plants and
lawn swings to invite patients, families
and employees to take reprieve there.
The courtyard is conveniently located by
the Main Lobby and the inpatient units.
The courtyard project was completed by
‘We Call It Landscaping’ owned by Greg
Stueker.

The dedication celebration was attend-
ed by Cathy (Canella) and Brent Packard;
the FMCH Board of Directors; the FMCH
Foundation Board of Directors; FMCH
employees and Greg Stueker. Jeremy

Alexander, Vic-President of Finance and
acting CEO opened the celebration with
a reminder that it is the tomorrow’s we
focus on in our everyday work at FMCH
and the courtyard offers us a space to re-
flect upon our tomorrows. Pastor Cheryl
Simpson followed with an invocation.
JoAnn Lampe, President of the FMCH
Foundation Board of Directors reminded
the attendees of all the great things Dick
Canella did, not only for Fort Madison
Community Hospital, but the community
as a whole and how grateful we are for
the legacy he left including the beautiful
courtyard. Chuck Osmanski, President
Elect of the FMCH Foundation rounded
out the celebration with closing remarks.
The FMCH Foundation is focused on
its mission to support the work of Fort
Madison Community Hospital and to
ensure the continuation of quality health
care in our community. For more infor-
mation, contact Carrie Green, Executive
Director at cgreen@fmchosp.com.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Members of the Fort Madison Community Hospital staff, the FMCH
Foundation, and donors and volunteers shown here, helped create the
hospital’'s new courtyard. The funds were donated by the Dick Canelle
Family memorial and the FMCH Employee Campaign held in May.
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On a qualifying
purchase of brake pads

Now through September 30th, 2017

Click
forimoreYdetailstorito!

Mention these coupons at time of service!

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA
319-372-2478

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com

Ask about our NEW
Customer Friendly
DIGITAL
INSPECTIONS!

Join Griffins Gratitude Rewards Program!

5% of every invoice, sales tax
excluded, will be added to your
Griffin Gratitude Card to use for

future services up to 50% Off!

Plus receive $25 for every new

customer you refer to Griffins!

HikeluslonjEacebook!
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon ¢ Riverview Park,
Ft. Madison

FREE KIDS EVENTS

Minute to Win It Games,
Football Toss, & MORE!

FREE
Cotton Candy

36’ INFLATABLE
OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

& Lunch Provided!

AIR EVAC

HELICOPTER LANDING
Weather Permitting

GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE

Medals presented at 12pm!
Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

Please call 319-372-5471 for details.

Fort Madison
Main Street Presents:

6’

Adults: $5 Kids: $2 ¢ Food Vendors
Beer Tent must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST!

Big Buckle Bash 2017
brought to you by:
Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,
Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

m&ﬁ

bz Vot

Competition
Stantingiat]

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season Country
welcomes all ages to join in on the fun! MuS]_Clan

StartingfatfSpm)

& ()
Q08N A
6\
Saturday, August 19th
7to10
Every Monday
at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!
Located in the Ft. Madison
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street
Have Questions?
Call 319-372-5471
1135 Ave. E Follow us on Facebook
Subscribe to
#PCC today i
Free and Paid
Options Available.

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10

Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light

Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services

Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12

Sarah Harworth
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

Cosmotologist
Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sternelle’ Beawte’ Tl Service Salorn
1302 Ave. G  Ft. Madison, Ia

Elevated Comfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”
- Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites

Fort Madison, lowa
4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com
Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!

RODEO PARK REHAB

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
Occupational, physical,
Personalized therapy plan

Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Short-term

Savelor
alrainy,
vedk

therapy gym
and speech therapy

Private rooms

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25%,

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
there to show you rates and terms that can help
you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

c%State FarmBank’

*Annual Perc tg‘(\d f05/28/17Ad t d ates are subje
an! ion. imum b stated

ct o chan of the
$5 ates

for
n(o (he nex( highest Standavd Term CD.
reas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $25(
hip cat RA t
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Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
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Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com
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Everybody
hates
YOll.

Youdon't see
bullying like
this every day.

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to
be more than
a bystander.

Leamhowat
StopBullying.gov

Immediate Positions
Available

Jr./Sr. High Math Teacher
Part-time position available
for Jr. High Math, Algebra |
and Algebra Il. Competitive
Salary to Qualified Appli-
cants.

Please e-mail or send your
resume to:
Michael Sheerin
HTC
2600 Avenue A
Fort Madison, |IA 52627
Michael.sheerin@holytrinity

schools.org
319-372-2486 x1

Daycare Substitutes.
Afternoon Daycare Shift
(2:30-5:30 pm).

Please e-mail or send your
resume to:

Stefanie Drollinger
HTC Early Childhood Center
2213 Avenue J
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Stefanie.drollinger@holytrini

tyschools.org
319-372-6428

Sub Arena Sandwich Shop
has immediate openings for
daytime positions. Please
apply in person at 2805
Avenue L, Ft. Madison. No
phone calls or emails please.

Sunshine Child Care
is now hiring for a part
time/full time position.
We are looking for a fun,
outgoing, energetic indi-
vidual who loves working
with kids to join our team.
Apply within at 210 8th St
West Point or call 319-837-
6966 and talk to Stepha-
nie for more information.

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

Follow
Us

@pencitycurrent

We Place

People First

Now HIRING

for the following positions:
Press Operators

All shifts available Ist Shift
$8.75+/Hr. Pay Based on Experience
Fort Madison, IA Fort Madison, IA

Packer Packer

Ist Shift Ist and 2nd Shift

$10.00/Hl’. $9.00/HI'. (with potential to increase

Hamilton, IL Fort Madison, IA

Packer
All Shifts Available

$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

Keokuk, TA

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY!

Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Marketing

CONTAGRUSELO DAY,

www.teamssi.com

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O
Ft. Madison, Ia

Like Us On Facebook!

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience
Pay:-$16-67per-hour-plus-$6-30-shift-differential—
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history
Pay:-$+1-56-per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

BUNGALOWS

CLASSIC AMERICAN DESIGNS

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

315 Avenue E
Listing #20162543; $53,000

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

=

(319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front/Weather

New faces bring
diversity to district

DISTRICT - Continued from Page 1

She challenged the
district staft to look at the
school from the perspec-
tive of a child in their life.
She had staff write down
one sentence on a card
summarizing what they
wanted the district to
provide for that child, and
then share that sentence
with a staffer near them.

She then challenged
them to keep that card
with them at all times
and think about what that
statement means to them.

“We're very excited for
the school year,” Slater
said after the meeting.
Teachers have been
working hard all summer
talking about standards
and how to engage stu-
dents”

More than 25 new faces
are part of the district in
either full or part-time
status. Slater said that
may be a few more than
years past, but Teacher
Leadership and Compen-

‘sation program grants
have created a few more
openings.

“We have some instruc-
tional coaches that were
grant-funded and that has
opened up a few more
teaching slots as we have
moved a few teachers into
the instructional coaches
positions.

Slater met with new
staff in the district on
Thursday and was im-
pressed with who the

Overcast

district has brought into
the process.

“They are thrilled to be
here and I was surprised
at the diversity. Some are
brand new and some are
second career,” she said.
“They bring a lot of work
experience and that’s
a nice addition to our
district”

Mary Hellige, head of
the Fort Madison Educa-
tion Association, told staff
that the district is unique
and staff should take pride
and responsibility in the
the work being done.

“Our district isn’t the
only one making a differ-
ence in our students lives,”
Hellige said. “Our com-
munities do as well. We
are the community that
has a test kitchen to help
our students test scores.
We are a community that
had 1517 votes for a new
elementary building and
are continuing to fight for
what’s best for our stu-
dents,” Hellige said.

Middle School Princi-
pal Todd Dirth said he’s
excited about the new
school year, specifically
anew P.A.C.K. program
that focuses on life skills
of the 4th through 8th
grade students. The
program includes digital
citizenship, SET classes
and other modules.

He said the program
was created with input

High - 83.9° F | Low — 76.2° F

Light rain

High — 73.2° F | Low — 69.9° F

Partly Sunny

High—-77.9°F | Low —61.4°F

Partly Sunny

High — 74.5° F | Low — 55.5° F

Partly Sunny
High — 73.5° F | Low — 59.0° F

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison High School Principal Greg Smith works the crowd of district staff Friday morning
and hands out a few pens for an exercise that was part of FMCSD Superintendent Erin Slater’s
presentation. School officially is back in session Thursday with incoming freshmen reporting

Wednesday morning.

from the students and
will be part of the daily
schedule of the students.
“This is the first year of
the program and we had a
group of students help us
put this together with in-
put from the staft)” Dirth

said after the meeting.
“It’s been in the works for
two years and it stands for
Pride, Acknowledgement,
Courage and Kindness
and it focuses on the
other side of student de-
velopment..away from the

curriculum?”

Tracy King, the princi-
pal at Lincoln Elementary
said she’s looking forward
to the new year and more
collaboration that’s being
scheduled.

“We're going to be

FMCSD Superinten-
dent Erin Slater rec-
ognizes four district
staffers for 25 years
of service at Friday’s
school year kickoff.
From left to right are
Sonya Sirois, Michael
Rieck, Kelly Kelly and
Susan Mallinger.

collaborating more and
cointinuing the work we
started last year as afar

as completeing an entire
data cylce in our PDs and
Lincoln and Richardson
will have PDs together on
early outs”
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