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Editors Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
Top 10 Best Read news 
articles from our website 
pencitycurrent.com and 
the Top 10 Facebook 
posts that impressed the 
most readers from each 
month.

Each issue of 2017 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories as they originally 
appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2017

March & April

Task force arrests two in raid of 
home on Avenue L

The Lee 
County 
Narcotics 
Task Force 

reports the arrest of two Fort Madison, Iowa 
residents on felony and misdemeanor drug 
charges.

Tachelle Nicole Dowell, 33, and Wayne An-
drew Hayes, 34, both of 1920 Avenue L, Fort 
Madison, Iowa were arrested on March 16th, 
2017 at their residence on felony and misde-
meanor drug charges.

Dowell is charged with Possession With 
Intent To Deliver Methamphetamine In 
Excess Of Five Grams, a class B felony, 
Possession With Intent To Deliver Psilocy-
bin Mushrooms, a class C felony, Possession 
With Intent To Deliver Marijuana, a class D 
felony, two counts of Drug Tax Stamp Viola-
tion, a class D felony, Child Endangerment, 
an aggravated misdemeanor, three counts of 

Possession Of A Controlled 
Substance (Marijuana, Meth-
amphetamine, Psilocybin 
Mushrooms), a serious misde-
meanor, Maintaining a Drug 
House, an aggravated misde-
meanor, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, a simple 

misdemeanor. If convicted, Dowell faces up 
to 52 years and 30 days in a state correctional 
facility.

Hayes is charged with Possession With 
Intent To Deliver Metham-
phetamine In Excess Of Five 
Grams Second Or Subsequent 
Offense, a class B felony with an 
enhancement, Possession With 
Intent To Deliver Psilocybin 
Mushrooms Second Or Subse-
quent Offense, a class C felony 

with an enhancement, Possession With Intent 

To Deliver Marijuana Second Or Subsequent 
Offense, a class D felony with an enhance-
ment, two counts of Drug Tax Stamp Viola-
tion, a class D felony, Child Endangerment, 
an aggravated misdemeanor, three counts of 
Possession Of A Controlled Substance (Mari-
juana, Methamphetamine, Psilocybin Mush-
rooms), a serious misdemeanor, Maintaining 
a Drug House, an aggravated misdemeanor, 
and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, a sim-
ple misdemeanor. If convicted, Hayes faces 
up to 137 years and 30 days in a state correc-
tional facility.

The arrests of Dowell and Hayes stem from 
an investigation by the Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force into allegations that they were 
involved in the use and distribution of illegal 
narcotics in the Lee County area. A search 
warrant was served in connection with this 
investigation and items that support the 
charges were discovered.

DOWELL

HAYES

#1
Originally published

March 23, 2017

This two-vehicle accident happened at about 3:30 p.m. Monday near the intersection of U.S. 
Hwy 61 and Hwy 16. No injuries were reported at the scene.

No injuries Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

#2
Originally published

March 29, 2017

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://pencitycurrent.com


PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest of a Keokuk, Iowa man and 
woman on felony and misdemeanor drug charges.

On March 8, 2017, during a traffic stop in Lee Coun-
ty, Kenneth Michael Howell, 23, and Jesica Charleen 
Blaise, 28, both of Keokuk, Iowa were arrested on 
felony and misdemeanor drug charges.

Howell is charged with possession with intent to 
deliver methamphetamine in excess of 
five grams, a class B felony, drug tax stamp violation, a class D felony, 
maintaining a drug house, an aggravated misdemeanor, four counts of 
possession of a controlled substance (temazepam, diazepam, vyvanse, 
dextroamphetamine, and amphetamine), serious misdemeanors, and 
possession of drug paraphernalia, a simple misdemeanor. If convict 
ed, Howell faces up to 36 years and 30 days in a state correctional 
facility.

Blaise is charged with maintaining a drug house, an aggravated 
misdemeanor. If convicted, Blaise faces up to 2 years in a state correc-
tional facility.

The arrests of Howell and Blaise stem from an investigation by 
the Lee County Narcotics Task Force into allegations that they were 
involved in the use and/or distribution of illegal narcotics in the Lee 
County area. A search warrant was served in connection to this inves-
tigation and items that support the charges were discovered.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Iowa State Patrol, Iowa State Penitentiary K9 
Unit, Keokuk Police Department and the Department of Human Services assisted 
the Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

The defendants are presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.

2 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, December 27, 2017

2017 – A Year in Review: March & April

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are 
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-

rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA

Pen City Current
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current 
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Nissa Rung, Advertising
(319).520.8953

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Advertising
(319).470.0622

sross@pencitycurrent.com

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org

Pen City Current
Holiday e–Edition Publishing Schedule

Christmas Eve – No Paper
Christmas Day – No Paper

December 26th – Year in Review
December 27th – Year in Review
December 28th – Year in Review
December 29th – Year in Review

New Year’s Eve – No Paper
New Year’s Day – No Paper

January 2nd – Year in Review
January 3rd – Year in Review

Watch pencitycurrent.com for Breaking News

#3
Originally published

March 12, 2017

Two more from 
Keokuk nabbed by task force

HOWELL

BLAISE

Boy charged in
Denmark shooting

Rescue personnel from Denmark Fire and Rescue, Lee County EMS 
and AirEvac ready to transport a victim of a gun shot wound to the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. According to Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber, allegedly a boy at the residence had shot his father.

Saturday shooting Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DENMARK - Lee County Sheriff ’s Department is 
investigating a shooting that occurred on the north 
side of Denmark this morning.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber confirmed that 
an individual had been shot in Denmark and that a 
juvenile was in custody in connection with the shoot-
ing. He also indicated that there was no danger to the 
public.

Sheriff ’s deputies, Lee County EMS, Denmark fire 
and rescue personnel and AirEvac and Lee County Attorney Ross Braden were on 
the scene at a residence at the north end of 7th Street in Denmark at around noon. 

Weber said the victim was being airlifted to University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa City.

A low flying plane was also observed just prior to the 
helicopter landing on a hill just north of the property.

Weber said more information could be released as the 
See SHOOTING, page 3

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

First. Fresh. Local.
#4

Originally published
March 12, 2017

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://tkef.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Don’t Pay 
Utilities

Don’t pay utilities - Check 
out this newly remodeled 
one bedroom apartment in 
downtown Fort Madison. 
It’s move in ready with new 
floors, new appliances, and 
a brand new state-of-the-
art HVAC system. Call or 
text today (319)371.7753.

Suspect in county
juvenile lockup

SHOOTING - Continued from Page 2

Lee County Sheriff’s deputies along with rescue personnel work the 
scene of a shooting Saturday at around 12:30 p.m. Deputies were 
alerted after pulling over a speeding vehicle enroute to Denmark who 
indicated a family member had been shot.

Crime scene Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

investigation unfolds. No motive for the shooting or additional information on the 
type of gun used has been released.

The following press release was issued today at  3:10 p.m.:
Today at 11:52 AM, the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office was summoned to 79 7th Street 

in Denmark, Iowa.
The nature of the incident was for a man who was possibly shot.
This information was gathered by a deputy during a traffic stop on a family mem-

ber who was driving to the aforementioned address in Denmark at a high rate of 
speed. The Deputy ascertained from the family member that a father was shot by his 
son.

The deputy sent the Denmark Rescue and additional deputies to the house. Upon 
arrival, they located an adult male subject suffering from two gunshot wounds.

The suspect was taken into custody, in the city limits of Fort Madison, Iowa by 
officers of the Fort Madison Police Department and transported to the Juvenile De-
tention Center next to our office, here in Montrose. Charges on the juvenile will be 
willful injury and additional charges may be filed at a later time.

The Denmark Fire and Rescue, Lee County EMS, Air Evac and the Lee County 
Attorney Ross Braden assisted at the scene.

The Sheriff ’s Office Criminal Investigations Division will conduct this investiga-
tion under the supervision of Chief Deputy Will Conlee and it is considered ongoing 
at this time.

Further information will be provided when it is available.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

http://www.grrwa.com
https://htccampaign.org
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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 Like us on Facebook!

Purchase a $25.00 Gift Card 
for Only $20.00. 

Give the gift of Great Service
with Griffin’s Holiday Gift Card!

No Limit to the number of gift cards purchased. 
Promotion ends 12/22/17.

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Let Griffin’s help you make it 
Home for the Holidays

Save on regular maintenance this season with these coupons! 
*Present or mention these coupons at time of service Save a even 

more for the 
Holidays!

Ask about our 
6 Months Same 

As Cash

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Lee County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest of a Fort Madison, Iowa man 
on misdemeanor drug charges.

Richard Phillip Donaldson, 53, of 2703 Avenue M, 
Fort Madison, Iowa was arrested on February 28, 2017 
at the Fort Madison Police Department on misde-
meanor drug charges. Donaldson is charged with 

Maintaining a Drug House, an aggra-
vated misdemeanor, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, a simple misdemeanor. If convicted, Donaldson 
faces up to 2 years and 30 days in a state correctional facility.

The arrest of Donaldson stems from an investigation by the Lee 
County Narcotics Task Force into allegations that he was involved in 
the use of illegal narcotics in the Lee County area. A search warrant 
was served in connection with this investigation and items that sup-

port the charges were discovered.
The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Fort Madison Police Department, Iowa Divi-

sion of Narcotics Enforcement, and the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office assisted the Lee 
County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in part by the U.S. Department of 

Justice and the funds administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

FM man arrested by drug 
task force

DONALDSON

#5
Originally published

March 1, 2017

Top March Stories #6-10
Burglars seeking unlocked property
Originally published March 30, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/29/
chief-warns-burglary-spike/

#6

Car smashes into truck on Avenue G
Originally published March 4, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/04/
car-smashes-truck-avenue-g/

#7

Craig Wilkens obituary
Originally published March 24, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/23/king-
lynk-obituary-craig-wilkins-70-fort-madison/

#8

High winds, storms damage east FM
Originally published March 8, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/07/high-
winds-storms-damage-east-fm-dollhouse-dreams-roof-collapses/

#9

Meth, ammo charges filed
Originally published March 13, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/11/
meth-ammunition-charges-filed-keokuk/

#10
Advertise in a brand new way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/29/chief-warns-burglary-spike/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/29/chief-warns-burglary-spike/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/04/car-smashes-truck-avenue-g/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/04/car-smashes-truck-avenue-g/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/23/king-lynk-obituary-craig-wilkins-70-fort-madison/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/23/king-lynk-obituary-craig-wilkins-70-fort-madison/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/07/high-winds-storms-damage-east-fm-dollhouse-dreams-roof-collapses/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/07/high-winds-storms-damage-east-fm-dollhouse-dreams-roof-collapses/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/11/meth-ammunition-charges-filed-keokuk/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/11/meth-ammunition-charges-filed-keokuk/
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If the only thing you want for Christmas is a new job,

Come See Us!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS TUESDAYS 9AM-3PM
Or to apply online, click this ad or go to http://careers.wlfoods.com

Top March Facebook Posts
Originally published March 11, 2017
Reached 32,040 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1742062702771958:0

#1 Originally published March 29, 2017
Reached 20,679 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1752103991767829

#2 Originally published March 28, 2017
Reached 17,288 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1751583448486550

#3

Originally published March 23, 2017
Reached 11,004 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1748675412110687

#4 Originally published March 3, 2017
Reached 10,842 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1737907656520796

#5 Originally published March 13, 2017
Reached 9,844 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1743147699330125

#6

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/careertrain/truck.aspx
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742062702771958:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742062702771958:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742062702771958:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752103991767829
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752103991767829
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752103991767829
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1751583448486550
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1751583448486550
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1751583448486550
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748675412110687
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748675412110687
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748675412110687
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1737907656520796
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1737907656520796
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1737907656520796
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1743147699330125
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1743147699330125
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1743147699330125
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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Wishing You All A Very Merry Christmas
From Our Family To Yours!

902 Avenue G 
Ft. Madison, Ia 
319-372-4040

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

Serving Southeast Iowa with over 150 Years of 
combined experience in residential, commercial 

and agriculture real estate! 

Originally published March 30, 2017
Reached 9,777 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1752514785060083

#7 Originally published March 22, 2017
Reached 9,479 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1748079782170250

#8

Originally published March 11, 2017
Reached 9,308 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1742135459431349

#9

Top March Facebook Posts

Originally published March 7, 2017
Reached 9,209 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1739984732979755

#10

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON - Fort Madison school officials are 

warning parents about possible harmful games being 
played by students in 
the district including 
knockout and choke out. 
Patrick Lamb, Fort Mad-
ison Community School 
District Security Officer, 
made a district-wide an-
nouncement this evening 
via the school’s voice and 

text messaging systems.
Lamb’s message said, “It has been brought to the 

attention of the district that students are discussing, 
attempting, or playing a game involving choking other 
students.  It is not clear when and where students are 
playing these games.  The games, sometimes referred 
to as “knockout,” “choke out,” or “rocket rides,” involve 
children choking each other until a student passes 
out.  There is also a game in which a student attempts 
to force themselves to pass out by making oneself 
light-headed until faintness occurs.  These are obvious-
ly dangerous games and we wanted to take the oppor-
tunity to inform you so you can talk with your child 
if he or she is hearing about these games, and of the 
dangers involved.  If you are concerned that your child 
is playing one of these games and would like assistance, 
please call your school’s main office and ask to speak to 
a counselor or nurse.”

To contact the high school, call (319)372.1862; the 
middle school, call (319)372.4687; Lincoln Elemen-
tary, call (319)372.2896; and Richardson Elementa-
ry, call (319)372.2765. The district office number is 
(319)372.7252.

School officials warn 
of harmful games 
among students

#1
Originally published

April 26, 2017

PCC STAFF

KEOKUK – On 4/10/17 at approximately 10:15 pm, 
an officer with the Ke-
okuk Police Department 
attempted to stop the 
driver of a Honda 2008 
SUV for a traffic offense 
in the area of 14th and 
Main. The driver of the 
vehicle took off at a high 
rate of speed and headed 
south on South 14th.  After a short pursuit, the driver 

Juvenile leads Keokuk 
police on auto chase

#2
Originally published

April 12, 2017

See CHASE, page 8

http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752514785060083
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752514785060083
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1752514785060083
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748079782170250
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748079782170250
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1748079782170250
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742135459431349
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742135459431349
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1742135459431349
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1739984732979755
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1739984732979755
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1739984732979755
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested two men yes-
terday in the 800 block 
of Avenue E on several 
charges which may be 
connected to the rash of 
burglaries that has been 
plaguing Fort Madison in 

the past 8 
weeks.

Arrest-
ed were 
Takota 
Levi Hen-
derson, 
18, of Fort 

Madison, who was 
arrested on 3 counts of 
3rd degree burglary, 2 
counts of 5th degree 
theft, 1 charge of posses-
sion of stolen property, 
1 charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia, and 
1 charge of possession of 
offensive weapons; and 

Kistofer Charles Johnson, 
18, of Fort Madison, who 
was arrested on 3 counts 
of 3rd degree burglary, 2 
counts of 5th degree theft, 
and 1 count of possession 
of stolen property.

Both men were taken to 
the Lee County Correc-
tional Center and jailed.

Police Chief Tim Sittig 
told the city council at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting 
that a search warrant had 
been executed in connec-
tion with the burglaries 
that had been taking 
place.

FM police may have break in 
rash of burglaries

SITTIG

#3
Originally published

April 7, 2017

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force reports the ar-
rest of a Keokuk, Iowa man on felony and misdemean-
or drug charges.

Zachary Charles Michael Bennett, 22, of 705 South 
3rd Street, Keokuk, Iowa was arrested 
on April 6th, 2017 at 950 Johnson Street 
Road on felony and misdemeanor drug 
charges. Bennett is charged with Posses-
sion Of Methamphetamine Less Than 
Five Grams With The Intent To Deliver, a class C felony, Possession 
Of Marijuana With Intent To Deliver, a class D felony, three counts of 
Possession Of A Controlled Substance (Hydrocodone, Methamphet-

amine, and Marijuana), a serious misdemeanor, and Possession Of Drug Parapher-
nalia, a simple misdemeanor. If convicted, Bennett faces up to 18 years and 30 days 
in a state correctional facility.

The arrest of Bennett stems from an investigation by the Keokuk Police Depart-
ment into a report of suspicious people in the parking lot of the Westport Terrace 
apartments, 950 Johnson Street Road in Keokuk. Upon arrival, Keokuk Police 
officers discovered Bennett and learned that he was in possession of illegal drugs 
and associated items. The Lee County Narcotics Task Force was called to assist the 
investigation.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office and the Keokuk Police Department assisted the 
Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in part by the U.S. Department of 

Justice and the funds administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

BENNETT

Task force makes felony 
drug bust

#4
Originally published

April 7, 2017

Top April Stories #6-10
Plans taking shape for Hesse Marketplace
Originally published April 3, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/31/
tasty-plans-underway-wendorfs-new-hesse-marketplace/

#6

Task force nabs FM woman on drug charges
Originally published April 18, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/17/
task-force-arrests-woman-misdemeanor-drug-charges/

#7

Lee County Task Force nabs two
Originally published April 11, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/11/lee-
county-task-force-nabs-two/

#8

Four juveniles arrested in vehicle thefts
Originally published April 7, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/06/
four-juveniles-arrested-vehicle-thefts/

#9

FMHS announces 2017 Prom Court
Originally published April 26, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/26/
fmhs-announces-2017-prom-court/

#10

Police, sheriff curious 
about injured man

CHUCK VANDENBERG
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - 
The Fort Madison Police 

Depart-
ment and 
the Lee 
County 
Sheriff ’s of-
fice are in-
vestigating 
an injury 

to a 19-year-old man on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Upon arrival in the 
800 block of Avenue D 
at about 1:10 p.m., police 
discovered a black male 

with an undetermined 
wound to his head. The 
man was stabilized by 
rescue personnel at the 
scene, including Fort 
Madison Fire and Rescue 
and Lee County EMS.

The man was then 
transferred to Fort Mad-
ison Community Hospi-
tal and then 

transport-
ed to the 
University 
of Iowa 
Hospi-
tals and 
Clinics for 
further treatment for his 
wounds.

Police Chief Tim Sittig 
wrote in a statement that 
it is unknown what type 
of wound the victim has 
and and there are still 
some unknown factors 
in the case such as how 
and why the person was 

SITTIG

WEBER

See INCIDENT, page 8

#5
Originally published

April 6, 2017

http://www.holytrinityschools.org/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/31/tasty-plans-underway-wendorfs-new-hesse-marketplace/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/03/31/tasty-plans-underway-wendorfs-new-hesse-marketplace/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/17/task-force-arrests-woman-misdemeanor-drug-charges/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/17/task-force-arrests-woman-misdemeanor-drug-charges/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/11/lee-county-task-force-nabs-two/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/11/lee-county-task-force-nabs-two/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/06/four-juveniles-arrested-vehicle-thefts/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/06/four-juveniles-arrested-vehicle-thefts/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/26/fmhs-announces-2017-prom-court/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/04/26/fmhs-announces-2017-prom-court/
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Saturday, march 3, 2018 
hancher auditorium // iowa city

The sound that inspired a generation. The music that moved the world. It began as one man’s 
story ... became everyone’s music ... and is now Broadway’s Musical. Motown the Musical is the 
true American dream story of Motown founder Berry Gordy’s journey from featherweight boxer 
to the heavyweight music mogul who launched the careers of Diana Ross, Michael Jackson, 
Smokey Robinson and many more. Motown shattered barriers, shaped our lives and made us 
all move to the same beat. Now, experience it live on stage in the record-breaking smash hit 
Motown the Musical!

Saturday, APRIL 14, 2018 
hancher auditorium // iowa city

Kinky Boots is Broadway’s huge-hearted, high-heeled hit! With songs by Grammy and Tony 
winning pop icon Cyndi Lauper, this joyous musical celebration is about the friendships we 
discover and the belief that you can change the world when you change your mind. Inspired 
by true events, Kinky Boots takes you from a gentleman’s shoe factory in Northampton to the 
glamorous catwalks of Milan.  Charlie is a factory owner struggling to save his family business. 
Lola is a fabulous entertainer with a wildly exciting idea. With a  little compassion and a lot of 
understanding, this unexpected pair learns to embrace their differences and creates a line 
of sturdy stilettos unike any the world has ever seen! But in the end, their most sensational 
achievement is their friendship!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.TRAILWAYSTRAVEL.COM OR CALL 319-753-2864 X162

Join us from the available departure location of your choice 
and head to Coral Ridge Mall where you’ll enjoy lunch, on your 
own, before heading to Iowa City to catch one of these amazing 

musicals for the matinee showing!

$130 per person for either show!

of the Honda left the roadway at the intersection of Hilton Road and Valley Road. 
The driver fled on foot and was found in the area a few hours later. The 2008 
Honda SUV was reported stolen from Moberly, Missouri. The driver of the Honda 
is a 17-year-old juvenile; and is charged with possession of a stolen vehicle, leaving 
the scene of a traffic accident, failure to maintain control, eluding, and numerous 
other traffic violations.

An occupant of the vehicle, William Glenn Vahle age 22 of Canton, Missouri 
also attempted to flee but, was taken into custody. Vahle had an arrest warrant 
from the State of Missouri for Felony Possession of Controlled Substance, and an 
arrest warrant from the State of Illinois for failure to appear, aggravated DUI.

William Glenn Vahle was transported to the Lee County Correctional Center 
and the juvenile is being held at the Juvenile Detention Center in Montrose. The 
Keokuk Police Department was assisted by the Lee County Sheriff ’s Department, 
Lee County Ambulance Service and, the Jackson Township Fire Department.  All 
defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty in a court of law.

CHASE - Continued from Page 6

Vehicle stolen from Missouri

A Fort Madison police officer looks for evidence at the end of the 800 
block of Avenue D, where a man was found Wednesday afternoon with 
a wound to his head, but had no information as to how he got the 
wound. The man was taken to FMCH and then transported to Universi-
ty of Iowa for further treatment.

Looking for clues Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Police asking public for 
help with incident

INCIDENT - Continued from Page 7

injured.
Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber was 

at the scene and said the victim was 
disoriented and couldn’t provide infor-
mation at that time to the cause of his 
wounds.

Fort Madison Police and the Sheriff ’s 
department are currently conducting 
a joint investigation and anyone with 
information is asked to contact the Fort 
Madison Police Department at 319-
372-2525.

EXCLUSIVE COUPON OFFER
Valid at Fareway Ft. Madison Store Only!

EXPIRES 12.30.17
SKU: 50007

EXCLU
SI

VE 

COUPON 

OFF
ER!

1802 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-2223

Open Monday thru Saturday 
7:00am - 9:00pm

Like us on Facebook!

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD OR PRINT

 10.5oz BAG 
STERZING’S 

POTATO CHIPS
with purchase of 

$20.00 in additional merchandise.
*Limit 2 per customer, please. 

99¢
each

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622 • Lee (319)371.4125

#FirstFreshLocal
www.pencitycurrent.com

https://trailwaystravel.com/Tours/Single-Day_Tours
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdfs/12.26.17 Fareway Coupon.pdf
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Top April Facebook Posts

Originally published April 25, 2017
Reached 26,134 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1768203853491176

#1 Originally published April 3, 2017
Reached 21,767 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1754592958185599

#2 Originally published April 6, 2017
Reached 16,347 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1756891644622397

#3

Rusty 
    Nailz

Friday, December 29 th 7:30pm

             1135 Ave. E • Wednesday - Saturday 5:00pm

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768203853491176
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768203853491176
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768203853491176
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1754592958185599
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1754592958185599
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1754592958185599
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756891644622397
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756891644622397
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756891644622397
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
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Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Top April Facebook Posts

Originally published April 1, 2017
Reached 12,624 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1753717221606506:0

#4 Originally published April 29, 2017
Reached 12,334 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1770196159958612

#5 Originally published April 19, 2017
Reached 10,886 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1764438027201092:0

#6

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1753717221606506:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1753717221606506:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1753717221606506:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1770196159958612
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1770196159958612
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1770196159958612
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1764438027201092:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1764438027201092:0
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1764438027201092:0
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/


Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
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One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

If the only thing you want for Christmas 
is a new job, Come See Us!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Top April Facebook Posts

Originally published April 12, 2017
Reached 10,522 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1760550320923196

#7 Originally published April 26, 2017
Reached 9,540 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1768783640099864

#8 Originally published April 5, 2017
Reached 9,196 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1756243184687243

#9

Originally published April 5, 2017
Reached 8,679 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1756117211366507

#10 Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1760550320923196
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1760550320923196
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1760550320923196
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768783640099864
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768783640099864
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1768783640099864
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756243184687243
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756243184687243
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756243184687243
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756117211366507
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756117211366507
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1756117211366507
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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www.drmarkdds.com

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

'Tis the Season

Click this ad
to schedule your appointment

Remember to take special care of your teeth during the holidays,
so you don’t have to worry about a visit from the Tooth Fairy later!

Brush at least twice a day and floss every day to keep your teeth and gums healthy
for your next visit and rinse with water in between brushings, especially after eating sweets.

for Holiday Treats

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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