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EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

The little green sign at 18th and Main Street, in down-
town Keokuk, doesn’t really do it justice. One of the 
oldest National Cemeteries in the United States, older 
than Arlington National Cemetery, is located in Keokuk, 
Iowa. It is perhaps one of Iowa’s, or the Tri-State area’s, 
best kept secrets, serving an estimated 61,000 veterans. 
Fact: If you’re a veteran with an Honorable Discharge, 
you and your spouse and underage children can be 
buried at the National Cemetery, free of charge, with full 
Honor Guard, 21 Gun Salute, Taps, and Presentation of 
Flag, if desired. Situated on 23 acres of beautiful, rolling 
Iowa countryside, approximately 100 burials are con-
ducted each year at the Keokuk National Cemetery.

Keokuk’s location at the confluence of the Des Moines 
and Mississippi Rivers, made it an ideal hub for the 
transportation of men and supplies to and from the Civil 
War. The Mississippi River was the Interstate 80 of the 
1860’s. Five hospitals were located in Keokuk to care for 
the wounded soldiers, both Union and Confederate.

The first burial was in 1861, with the cemetery official-
ly recognized in 1862. The City of Keokuk donated the 
land from its Oakland Cemetery to the U.S. Government. 
In 1908, the frontier post of Fort Yates, North Dakota 
was abandoned, and the remains of soldiers buried there 
were reinterred at Keokuk. Therefore, there are remains 
of soldiers from the Battle of the Little Big Horn, the 
Spanish-American War, World War I and II, Viet Nam, 
all wars, including the Revolutionary War. There is one 
Medal of Honor recipient buried there. Chief Keokuk has 
a son-in-law buried in the area, as well as a soldier who 
charged up San Juan Hill with Teddy Roosevelt, and two 
“Buffalo Soldiers.” Buffalo Soldiers were Afro-American 
soldiers in the Ninth and Tenth Cavalry Regiments from 
1866 to 1952. They were so named by the Cheyenne 
Indians because of their ferocity in battle and their hair 
and dusty coats that reminded the Indians of a buffalo’s 
mane. The Buffalo Soldiers considered this name a badge 
of honor.

Originally, only soldiers who died in a war could be 
buried at the National Cemetery. It was soon opened 
up to all veterans, whether they died in a war or not. 

This Veteran’s Day 
- Give a Vet a hug

See SWARM, page 7

HTC’s Hellige breaks top 25

Hellige settles in for the last 1/2 mile about six pac-
es in front of Nodaway Valley’s Ben Breheny (787). 
Hellige would finish with a time of 17:14, good 
enough for 24th place in Class 1A.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT DODGE – To see him after the race, it was 
just another one.

But for Holy Trinity Catholic’s Matt Hellige, his 
24th place finish at the state cross country meet 
Saturday afternoon at Kennedy Park in Fort Dodge 
was a culmination of about six years of training.

Hellige came home from school in seventh grade 
and told his family he wanted to run cross-country 
and his dad, John Hellige said his first hope was 
that his son wouldn’t finish last.

The senior has done anything but finish last. He 
missed the cut for state as a freshman by two spots, 
with only the top 15 at each qualifier earning a trip 
to the state meet.

As a sophomore Hellige made it to the state meet 
and finished 90th with a time of 18:04. As a junior 
he jumped 32 spots to 58th in Class 1A with a time 
of 17:49 and this year, with some cool, blustery 
conditions on the back of the course, raced to a 
17:14 time, cutting 35 seconds off his best course 
time.

Nodaway Valley’s Josh Baudler won the event 
with a time of 16:11. Wapello’s Aiden Housman 
took 12th place overall with a time of 16:44. The 
fastest time of the day went to Max Murphy of 
Pleasant Valley in Class 4A with a 15:29.3, just .2 
seconds in front of West Des Moines Dowlings’ 
Sam Hall at 15:29.5.

The start of the race is spread out as runners 
sprint to a narrowing path about 150 yards into 

See STATE, page 7

HTC senior finds pace in the joys of running
Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

With the final results 
being tallied and most 
everyone at the Lakeside 
Municipal Golf Course 
at Kennedy Park in Fort 
Dodge heading for their 
car, a kid in a blue wind-
breaker, and blue and 
white stocking cap com-
plete with the fuzzy ball, 
was doing a cooldown 
run.

Holy Trinity Catholic 
senior Matt Hellige was 
in a fluid jog down the 

golf course, like he’d just 
stepped out of the house 
for an early morning 
workout.

But Hellige had just 
finished his final cross 
country high school state 
meet. It was just another 

day…and probably just 
another run.

I’d worn shorts because 
for the past two years, 
being November and all, 
I had come to this state 
meet in blue jeans and 
boots. This year I put on 

the photographer shorts 
and Brooks running 
shoes.

Covering high school 
sports gives you a chance 
to chronicle the ups and 
downs of some who’ll fin-
ish competing as seniors, 
some who’ll compete at a 
college level, and the occa-
sional person who exceeds 
on a national scale.

As a hyperlocal outlet, 
it’s more rare to see the 

See HELLIGE, page 6
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Lee County Health Department Hospice was established in 1989, 
and was the First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast 

Iowa.  We pride ourselves on providing quality and comforting care 
to residents in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren Counties in 

Iowa, and Hancock and Henderson Counties in Illinois.

30 Years of Hospice Open House
Thursday, November 14, 2019

3:00pm-6:00pm 
Special Presentation at 4:30

Lee County Health Department
#3 John Bennett Drive

Fort Madison, Iowa
Staff, past and present, will be on hand to 
share on how hospice got started, and the  

services we provide.

Join us as we Celebrate
30 Years of  Hospice

Touching the  
Community with Care 

 Skip the winter blues with a  
Winter Stay at The Kensington!

 Move in for a Winter Stay before  
December 1 and get your 4th month free!

 Winter Stay rooms have limited availability.  

Call Victoria to book today!
Interested? Call Victoria at 319.371.9136

vmatlock@kensington-evergreen.com

Winter doesn’t  
last   forever

Senior Living & Memory Care

11/1 MID-DAY
8 3 4

11/1 EVENING
3 8 4

  11/1 MID-DAY
8 5 2 6

11/1 EVENING
7 6 1 4

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

11/1
9 20 36 41 54
Mega Ball: 22
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

VIOLA M. RAMSEY LEONARD D. ANDERSON
Viola M. Ramsey, 81, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 12:55 a.m. on Saturday, 

November 2, 2019 at the Danville Care Center in Danville, IA.  She was born on 
October 28, 1938 in Fort Madison, IA to Lloyd & Dorothy Logan Dodson.  She was a 

homemaker & babysitter most of her life. She loved the Chicago Cubs 
and collecting swan figurines.

Viola is survived by: 3-sons: Michael (Debbie) Moehn of McLeans-
boro, IL, Patrick (Claudia) Moehn of Fort Madison, IA & William 
(Patty) Moehn of Burlington, IA; 2-daughters: Wanda (Gary) Ball of 
Burlington, IA & Tina Moehn of Cedar Rapids, IA; numerous grand-
children, great grandchildren & great great grandchildren; 2-brothers: 
Lloyd Dodson, Jr. of Fort Madison, IA & Donald Dodson of Keokuk, 

IA; 2-sisters: Alberta (Dale) Fullhart of Fort Madison, IA & Marilyn (Thomas) Gil-
man of Farmington, IA and several nieces & nephews.  She was preceded in death 
by: her parents, 3-daughters, 1-sister & 1-grandson.

The family will receive friends from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 
6, 2019 with the funeral service to immediately follow at 10:30 a.m. at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. Les Featheringill officiating.  Burial will be 
in Oakland Cemetery.  A memorial has been established in Viola’s memory.  Online 
condolences to Viola’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory website: www.kinglynk.com.

RAMSEY

Leonard D. Anderson, 87, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 12:20 a.m. on Friday, 
November 1, 2019 at his home after a long battle with Alzheimers.  

He was born on April 15, 1932 in Mt. Pleasant, IA to Willis & Ina Maude Ens-
minger Anderson.  He married Carolyn McCarl on June 22, 1955.  
They later divorced.  He then married Phyllis Eicher Sargent on De-
cember 14, 1974 in Fort Madison, IA.  He graduated from Mt. Pleasant 
High School in 1951. He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War & spent 1 year in Iceland.  He worked at the State Mental Health 
Institute while attending Iowa Wesleyan College.  He was a school-
teacher in Bonaparte, IA & coached girls basketball.  He left teaching 
and was hired at McKesson Robbins Drug Company for the next 28 

years.  He was a member of the First Christian Church, the American Legion, Kiwan-
is Club, Eagles Club and the Moose Lodge.  He enjoyed fish-
ing, golfing, camping, traveling, wintering in Florida & family 
gatherings.

Leonard is survived by: his loving wife, Phyllis Anderson; 
daughters: Teresa (Don) Petersen of Miami, FL, Vickie Carter of 
Nauvoo, IL & Angela (Gary) Fowler of Batavia, IL; son: Lennie 
(Robin) Anderson of Hamilton, IL; step daughter: Angela (Kurt) Eaves of Grinnell, 
IA; step son: Doug (Kay) Sargent of Fort Madison, IA; 11-grandchildren: Donal, Cory, 
Shaeli, Bryan, Jim, David, Josh, Mandy, Brandy, Erica & Alyssa; 9-great grandchildren; 
brother: Ron (Nancy) Anderson of Citrus Heights, CA & cherished his many niec-
es, nephews & extended family.  He was preceded in death by: his parents, 2-sons in 
infancy: Richard, with wife Carolyn, Andrew, with wife Phyllis & a brother: Larry from 
Englewood, CO.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home 
& Crematory.  A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16, 2019 at First Christian Church in Fort Madison, IA with Rev. Leslie Dalstra 
officiating.  A luncheon will immediately follow the memorial service at the church.  
Burial will be held at 3:00 p.m. at the Grant Cemetery in Rome, IA with military rites.  
A memorial has been established for First Christian Church or the Hope Haven Ertz 
Home in Burlington, IA.  Online condolences to the Anderson family may be left at 
the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

ANDERSON

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com


How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.grrwa.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. D-55

AN ORDINANCE
ENACTING A NEW 

CHAPTER 15, TITLE 9
OF THE CITY CODE OF 

THE CITY OF
FORT MADISON

ENTITLED “GOLF 
CARTS, ATVs AND 

UTVs”

Be It Ordained by the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, Iowa:

Section 1. 	 The City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, does hereby 
enact a new Chapter 15 of 
Title 9, Traffic, of the Fort 
Madison City Code, which 
reads in full, as follows: 

Chapter 15

OPERATION OF GOLF 
CARTS, ATVs AND UTVs

9-15-1:  PURPOSE:

The purpose of this 
chapter is to permit the op-
eration of golf carts, ATVs 
and UTVs on the streets in 
the City, as authorized by 
Section 321.247 of the Code 
of Iowa, as amended.  

9-15-2:  DEFINITIONS: 

“Golf Cart, ATV, UTV 
means a self-propelled ve-
hicle as defined by Chapter 
321 of the Code of Iowa. 
These terms shall be used 
interchangeably throughout 
this ordinance. 

9-15-3:  OPERATION 
OF GOLF CARTS, ATVs 
AND UTVs PERMITTED:

Golf carts, ATVs, and 
UTVs may be operated upon 
the City streets of Fort Mad-
ison by persons possessing a 
valid operator’s license, and 
who is at least eighteen (18) 
years of age, or any person 

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Agenda

DATE: TUESDAY, 
November 5, 2019

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
9:01 a.m. Public Hearing 

for Proposed Sale of Proper-

ty Located in the 900 Block 
of 15th Street to the City of 
Fort Madison

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Approving Sale 
of Property Located in the 
900 Block of 15th Street to 
the City of Fort Madison

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Abating Property 
Taxes for Property Located 
in the 900 Block of 15th 
Street in Fort Madison

Consider Approval c,f 
Resolution Assigning Tax 
Sale Certificate for Property 
Located in the 900 Block 
of 15th Street to the City of 
Fort Madison

Approve Tuesday, Octo-
ber 22, 2019 Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Awarding Bid 

for Farm Lease on Property 
Located Next to Correction-
al Center Consider Approval 
of Class C Beer Permit for 
Denmark Jet Stop 

Consider Approval of Tax 
Abatement Resolutions (3) 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Abating Taxes 
for Parcels Owned by the 
City of Keokuk Consider 
Approval of Homestead, 
Military and Disabled Veter-
an Tax Credit 

Consider Appointment to 
Veteran Affairs Commission 

Consider Replacing Two 
Part-time Correctional 
Officers

Personnel Actions:
A. Step Increase-Second-

ary Roads
B. Transfer from Part-time 

to Full-time-Sheriffs Office 
(2)

C. New Hire-Veteran Af-
fairs Commission (Replace-
ment)

D. New Hire-Sheriffs 
Office (Replacement)

Reports:
A. Manure Management 

Annual Report-JWC Swine 
in Des Moines Township

B. Minutes of Meeting for 
Veteran Affairs Commission

C. Manure Management 
Annual Report-Sandy Bot-
tom Swine in Des Moines 
Township

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing assis-
tance available upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

 
County Website:

www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORK SESSION
November 4, 2019

6:00 P.M.
Central Office

	
AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum 

II. Approve the agenda
III. Data Session 
IV. Facility Committee 

Update 
V. Announcements
•	 November 5, 2019 - 

Board Elections
•	 November 18, 2019 

6:00 PM - Regular 
Meeting, Board Room, 
Central Office

•	 November 20-21, 2019 
- IASB Annual Con-
vention

 VI. Adjourn

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

IT COORDINATOR
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
is seeking candidates for the 
position of IT Coordinator. 

The IT Coordinator will man-
age computer equipment and 
technology used in class-
room and office settings.

The Ideal candidate will pos-
sess a degree in informa-
tion technology, computer 
science, or a related field. 
ACMT (Apple Certified Mac 
Technician) highly desirable.
Experience with classroom 
technology equipment in-
cluding projectors, document 
cameras, audio, etc. a plus.
Requires exceptional cus-
tomer service, oral and writ-
ten communication skills, 
and the ability to work in a 
team environment.

This is a full time position with 
a benefits package available.

Please send resume and 
cover letter to judi.dinwid-
die@holytrinityschools.org.

HELP WANTED

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Call Lee

(319)371.4125

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm
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Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Honor your family members that answered the 
call to serve in our special Veterans Day edition 

on Monday, November 11th.

It is our honor to publish this information. 
There is no charge for this service.

Submit your photos and information
using the form on our website

or email it to sales@pencitycurrent.com
or mail it to Pen City Current, PO Box 366,

Fort Madison, IA 52627.

Please include photo (color or black & white), 
veteran’s name, branch of service, tour(s) of duty, 

your name and contact
information in case of questions. A brief

personal message is also welcome.

Submissions are due by the end of the day
Friday, November 8th.

SAMPLE LISTINGS

Leonard Anderson
US Army
Korean War

SSGT Ezekiel 
“Zeke” James 
Ross
Iowa National Guard
Charlie Company 224th 
Engineer Battalion,
Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2004-2005

A Brother in Arms

(NOT SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE)

PUBLIC NOTICES
with a valid, State issued 
“instructional permit” and 
accompanied by an adult 
possessing a valid driver’s 
license in accordance with 
Iowa law(s). All golf cart, 
ATV and UTV operators 
shall observe all State and 
local traffic control regula-
tions and devices.

9-15-4:  UNLAWFUL 
OPERATION

No golf cart, ATV or 
UTV shall be operated on or 
parked upon City sidewalks 
or any City park property 
(except park roadways and 
parking areas). No golf 
cart, ATV, or UTV shall be 
operated while under the 
influence of intoxicating 
beverage, narcotics, or 
habit-forming drugs, and 
open alcoholic beverage 
containers are not permitted 
in or on such vehicles. No 
person shall operate a golf 
cart, ATV, or UTV in a care-
less, reckless, or negligent 
manner which endangers 
the person of another or 
causing injury or damage 
to same. No golf cart, ATV, 
or UTV shall be operated 
upon that portion of the 
street located between the 
curb line and the sidewalk or 
property line, referred to as 
the “right-of-way”, except 
for the purpose of crossing 
the same to a public street 
upon which operation is 
authorized by this article. 
No golf cart, ATV, or UTV 
shall be operated upon 
private property without the 
express consent of the owner 
thereof. No golf cart, ATV, 
or UTV shall be operated 
in a manner which violates 
Chapter 23 of the Code of 
Iowa, which shall be, and is 
adopted as applicable to the 
operation of golf carts.

9-15-5:  EQUIPMENT:

Golf Carts, ATVs, and 
UTVs operated upon City 
streets shall be equipped 
with a minimum of the fol-
lowing safety features:

A. A safety flag, the top of 
which shall be a minimum 
of five feet from ground 
level and/or a standard-
ized slow-moving vehicle 
placard.

B. Adequate brakes and 
operational brake lights.

9-15-6:  OPERATION 
REGULATIONS:

The following regulations 
apply to the operation of a 
golf cart, ATV or UTV with-
in the City limits of the City 
of Fort Madison:

A. Any operator of a golf 
cart, ATV, or UTV must 
have a valid operator’s 
license and be at least eigh-
teen (18) years of age.

B. All riders in the golf 
cart, ATV or UTV must 
remain seated at all times.

C. No more than two adult 
persons may ride in the front 
seat of a golf cart, ATV, or 
UTV and not more than two 
adult persons may ride in the 
back seat of a golf cart, ATV, 
or UTV, if said seat exists. 

D. While operating a golf 
cart, ATV, or UTV, any rider 
must be seated on the seat 
and no part of the body of 
any rider will extend beyond 
the sides of the vehicle.

E. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult 
driver and must follow all 
the requirements of this sub-
section except the capacity 
limits as long as all children 
are seated on the seat and no 
part of the body of the child 
extends beyond the sides of 
the golf cart, ATV or UTV.

F. Notwithstanding the 
forgoing, no golf cart, ATV, 
or UTV shall be operated 
upon a city street which is 
a primary road extension 
through the city.  Said 
vehicles are permitted to 
cross a city street which is 
a primary road extension 
through the city, if necessary 
to reach City roads where 
legal operation is permitted.  

9-15-7:  HOURS OF OP-
ERATION:

Golf carts, ATVs, and 
UTVs may be operated on 
City streets only between 
sunrise and sunset. 

A. Golf carts, ATVs, and 
UTVs are prohibited on 
City streets during inclem-
ent weather when visibility 
is reduced or impaired by 
weather, smoke, fog, or oth-
er conditions or at any other 
time there is insufficient 
light to clearly see a person 
or vehicle on a roadway at 
a distance of five hundred 
(500) feet.  

 
9-15-8:  SPEED:

No golf cart, ATV, or 
UTV shall be operated on 
any street at a speed greater 
than the posted speed limit. 

9-15-9:  PENALITIES:

A person who violates this 
Chapter is guilty of a simple 
misdemeanor punishable as 
a scheduled violation or as 
otherwise provided under 
Iowa Code.

9-15-10:  ACCIDENT 
REPORTS:

Whenever a golf cart, 
ATV, or UTV is involved 
in an accident resulting in 
injury or death to anyone, or 
property damage amount-
ing to two hundred dollars 
($200) or more, either the 
operator or someone acting 
for the operator shall imme-
diately notify a law enforce-
ment officer and shall file 
an accident report within 
forty-eight (48) hours, in 
accordance with State law, 
under Section 321G.10 of 

the Code of Iowa.   

9-15-11:  REGISTRA-
TION REQUIREMENTS

1. Individuals who operate 
on roadways in Fort Mad-
ison must register the golf 
cart, ATV or UTV with the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. (IDNR). The 
following conditions apply:

a. The owner of each golf 
cart, ATV or UTV shall be 
required to provide proof of 
ownership including but not 
limited to, bill of sale, IDNR 
registration or registration 
from appropriate out-of-
state authority and proof 
of liability insurance with 
the minimum coverage of 
$50,000 bodily injury per 
person, $100,000 bodily 
injury per accident and 
$50,000 property damage.

b. Golf carts, ATV’s and 
UTV’s shall be required to 
be properly registered with 
the IDNR and display their 
current registration decal. 
The current registration 
certificate shall be carried on 
board.

c. Golf carts, ATV‘s and 
UTV’s registered in another 
state are required to display 
their current registration de-
cal and carry their certificate 
on board.

2. No person shall operate 
a golf cart, ATV/UTV on 
Fort Madison roadways 
unless the owner possesses 
a Lee County Permit issued 
by the Lee County Recorder. 
The fee for this permit will 
be set by the Lee County 
Board of Supervisors by 
Resolution.

a. Golf cart, ATV/UTV 
owners may apply for a 
permit by application at the 
County Recorder’s Office.

b. The County Recorder 
shall issue a permit only 
when the owner has provid-
ed the following:

1. Proof that the operator 
is 18 years of age or older.

2. Proof that the golf cart, 
ATV/UTV is currently regis-
tered with the IDNR.

3. Proof that the owner 
and operator have liabili-
ty insurance covering the 
operator of the golf cart, 
ATV/UTV on Fort Madison 

roadways in the amount as 
described in Lee County 
Ordinance Section 5(1).

c. All permits shall be 
issued to a specific golf 
cart, ATV/UTV and receive 
a specific decal for that 
vehicle. The decal shall be 
affixed to the rear of the ve-
hicle along with the current 
DNR decal so that it is clear-
ly visible.

d. The current DNR reg-
istration certificate must be 
carried on board.

e. Permits will be good 
for 1 year and valid January 
1 through December 31. 
Anyone purchasing a permit 
for the first time in the last 
quarter of the current calen-
dar year may purchase the 
permit through December 
31st  of the next calendar 
year for an additional $5.00.

f. If the owner/operator 
has violated the conditions 
of the permit or abused the 
privilege of being a permit 
holder, the Chief, or the 
Chief’s designee, may com-
municate said information 
to the Lee County Recorder 
and request suspension or 

revocation of the permit.   If 
the permit is suspended or 
revoked by the Recorder, 
there will be no refund for 
that permit fee.  

Section 2.  If any section 
or part of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid 
or unconstitutional, such 
adjudication shall not affect 
the validity of the ordinance 
as a whole or any section, 
provision or part thereof not 
adjudged invalid or uncon-
stitutional.  

         
Section 3.  This ordinance 

shall be in effect after its 
final passage, approval, and 
publication as provided by 
law.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 15th day of 
October, 2019.

/s/Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

ATTEST:
/s/ Melinda L. Blind, City 

Clerk

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/veterans/
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THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
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Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
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Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
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Overcast
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High– 46.4º F | Low – 34.3º F

THU 07 Nov

Overcast
High– 34.1º F | Low – 25.5º F
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state champions, but it’s still fitting, we believe, to talk 
about the high school successes at a myriad of levels.

Whether Matt Hellige excels at college or on a nation-
al level doesn’t matter. This kid doesn’t get bothered by 
anything…at least he doesn’t show it.

“Oh… once in a while, I get revved up. I get pumped 
up, but I’m really quiet about it,” he said after garnering 
a 24th place finish at the Class 1A State cross-country 
meet.

It was the third state meet he’d participated in, finish-
ing 90th as a sophomore and 58th as a junior.

It’s kind of hard to get comments out of Matt as he’s 
as humble as the course at Kennedy is long. He’ll have 
a smile, whether he’s first or last because he knows one 
thing. He always runs his race.

Running is a love for a kid who told his parents as 
a seventh grader that he wanted to run cross country. 
Matt’s dad John said he and his wife Amy, Matt’s mom, 
just hoped their son wouldn’t finish last.

“Mike Schneider was his first coach and he said Matt’s 
doing very well,” John said. “And then the next time he 
said, “Matt’s legit”. We hadn’t seen him run yet and we’re 
like – ‘This guys puttin’ us on”.

John said the first meet Matt went to was in junior 
high and was at Van Buren High School.

“We get to the first meet at Van Buren, and I ran state 
cross country in high school, but hadn’t been to a meet 
in 20 years, so we didn’t expect him to do really well,” 
John said.

“We just hung around the start and finish and here he 
comes around and he’s right behind the gator and we’re 
like, “did he jump on the Gator?, did he take a wrong 

turn?… and he ended up taking second. And we’re like, 
holy cow, what have we got here.”

Matt said running is now a priority in his life. Not just 
competing, but for the joy and happiness it brings him.

“It’s pretty high up there,” Hellige said. “There’s other 
things like school and religion, family, and friends, too. 
All those things are pretty important.

 “In races and in practice it’s kind of nice to be by my-
self at times. But then then with dad and Jairo (Scruggs) 
running with me or bicycling with me, we have good 
talks. With my dad we just getting into some really good 
chats and I’ll always enjoy that.”

Scruggs is one of many coaches that have influenced 
Hellige throughout high school. FMHS track co-coach-
es Mike Schneider and Chad Hannum have spent time 
with Hellige as has his father, HTC boys cross country 
coach Matt Mohrfeld, and even his brother and sister, 
Luke and Mary.

 “I would just thank everybody. My dad especially… 
Jairo and Matt, they’ve been with me for so long. And 
my mom for making all those meals. My siblings have 
even kept things interesting and fun,” Matt said.

But John said his son has been a student of the game 
since he first brought up running in junior high. John 
said Matt had a desire to play basketball and played 
AAU events.

“At the events we would go to, he would say, “Dad, 
let’s go for a run”, and we’d go out and run a couple 
miles between practices and games,” John said.

 “He’s done all the hard work. He just has a tremen-
dous work ethic, hasn’t had a soda in six years, watches 
his nutrition, gets plenty of sleep, and he’s kind of a 
student of the game.”

Scruggs came along from Mt. Pleasant during Matt’s 
sophomore year and has helped with some of Matt’s 
mechanics. John called him a Godsend.

  “He was at a Mt. Pleasant meet and was telling me 
Matt’s doing this wrong and that wrong, and I asked 
him to come help us and he started running with us and 
volunteered at HTC,” Hellige said. 

 “He’s been a Godsend for Matt technically, inspira-
tionally, and motivationally. Along with Matt, Mike, and 
Chad and all those guys have played a big role in it.”

Mohrfeld said the transition over the years has been 
something special.

    “I’ll watch him and you’ll send him off on those six 
and seven mile runs and the miles just melt away. The 
other kids, they mentally just don’t like that… he likes 

Cross-country started in junior high for senior
HELLIGE - Continued from Page 1

See SCRUGGS, page 6
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Another fact: you do not have to be an Iowa resident to 
be buried at the National Cemetery. In 1997, the Keokuk 
National Cemetery was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

Confederate tombstones are pointed at the top while 
Union tombstones are rounded. Mixups did occur. An 
interesting detail, like snow on a roof—the tombstones 
for Union soldiers are rounded at the top, while tomb-
stones for Confederate soldiers come to a point. The joke 
is that Confederate soldiers didn’t want a Union soldier 
sitting on their stone. This may or may not be true. 
However, it was discovered that three Confederates were 
buried under Union stones. It was changed around this 
year so that all could rest in peace.

There are 15 mass graves with 76 unknown soldiers. 
About 5,000 veterans are buried at the Keokuk National 
Cemetery—that’s 5,000 individuals, including spous-
es. There is a whole section for Black Soldiers, a lot of 
whom were slaves. The first woman veteran to be buried 
in the Keokuk National Cemetery was Sarah Thompson, 
an Army nurse during the Civil War.

Specific gravesites can be found using an automated 
gravesite locator near the administration building, or go 
to www.cem.va.gov for internet location nationally.

This Veterans Day, think of the price of freedom, and 
the sacrifice veterans and their families made. Go ahead, 
hug a vet.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-
photos-and-frames.com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Keokuk National 
Cemetery is one 
of nation’s oldest
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

We are honored to be chosen to care for the oral health
of your entire family.

the run. Hellige sprinted out toward the front, but then 
throttled back and settled into a pace.

Head Coach Matt Mohrfeld said the start was very fast.
“They got out hot today. They really got out hot and at 

about 3/4 of a mile, I could see his pain,” Mohrfeld said. 
“But I’ll give him credit, he locked in to where he 

needed to be and fought to hang on to that throughout 
the race.”

At about the mile mark, Hellige said he felt the burn of 
the quicker start, but then was able to get back into his 
stride and work on catching other runners.

 “I felt pretty good during warmups and was a little 
worried about the cold coming up here, but it wasn’t too 
bad,” Hellige said. 

 “So I felt good. The start was very crowded and boxy 
this year for the first half mile and it was hard to get po-
sitioning, but then after a mile or so it kind of lengthened 
out a bit and there was more room. Then I just settled in 
to see how many I could pass. I was happy with where I 
finished.”

During the spring Hellige runs 1600s and 3200s 
and anchors some medley relays for the Fort Madison 
Bloodhound track team. Hellige said you have to have a 
different mentality running cross country.

“Sometimes during a 5K you gotta realize it’s not a 
1600, it’s not a race to the first mile so sometimes you just 
have to say wait a little bit, get settled in, and get ready for 
that final push.”

Hellige did just that on Saturday, where he was unof-
ficially in 28th place hitting the final 1/2 mile and then 
worked his way passed four runners, with the last two 

coming on the 150 yards downhill into the timing chute.
After dealing with some media interviews, Hellige 

found his family outside the finish area and exchanged 
hugs.

 “I thought he ran good today, I think he was 17:05 or 
so, he probably dropped 30 to 45 seconds,” John Hellige 
said. “But there were some kids in that field ahead of 
him that beat numerous times this year. You always want 
more, but that’s the nature of running. I’m just super 
proud of him whether he’s first or last.”

Hellige said he still has to acclimate a little to having 
a pack of runners in front of him. During the season he 
rarely finished outside the top 5, unless at larger group 
runs like the Steve Johnson Invitational that brings in 
runners from all over the upper Midwest.

“I just try to run my race. I’d say the first year it was a 
big shock to see all those runners in front of me,” he said. 

“But now I just know my race and how I run and so 
these last two years I didn’t really worry about that.”

Mohrfeld said Hellige’s success has come from a dedica-
tion to the craft.

“He looks a lot more like a runner than he did as a 
freshman. He’s leaner and a lot more fluid,” Mohrfeld said.

 “There are runners out here today that are gifted with 
talent, but Matt’s talent came from hard work. He trains 
like a machine. If there were seven kids that would train 
like Matt, we’d have a team here.”

Hellige will run in the Senior All-Star meet in Ankeny 
next weekend and then will take about a week off before 
starting training for his final track and boys basketball 
seasons.

STATE - Continued from Page 1

Hellige to run in Senior All-Star 
meet next Saturday

HTC senior Matt Hellige, right center in blue, sprints out at the start of the Class 1A boys cross 
country state meet Saturday afternoon in Fort Dodge. Hellige finished 24th in the race.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

that.”
Scruggs said Hellige has brought about the changes 

with his own dedication.
 “Matt’s really good to work with and trains really 

hard and he’s dedicated,” Scruggs said. “It’s been a plea-
sure to work with him over these last three years.”

Running will almost assuredly be part of the Hellige’s 
continuing education. He said he’s still looking at col-
leges, but his dad said he thinks the decision has been 
made.

But win or lose at the next level, you can be sure he’ll 
leave it all on the course and be wearing a smile during 
the cool down – But that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of the Pen 
City Current and can be reached at editor@pencitycur-
rent.com.

SCRUGGS - Continued from Page 7

Hellige narrows college choices
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