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May & June

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Fort Madison School 
district officials have 
suspended approximately 
20 seniors after a Sunday 
night vandalism spree 
that took place inside 
the Fort Madison High 
School.

The suspension is 
through June 3, which 
would preclude the stu-
dents from participating 
in graduation ceremonies 
on Saturday, June 2.

Parents of the students 

involved in what was de-
scribed as water balloons 
being thrown inside the 
building, tp-ing inside 
the school building and 
putting Vaseline on the 
door knobs throughout 
the school, made presen-
tations to the board.

At Monday night’s reg-
ular school board meet-
ing, about 60 parents and 
students showed up for 
the meeting. Two parents 
and three students spoke 
to the issue.

Superintendent Erin 
Slater said after the 
meeting that she couldn’t 
confirm or comment 

on disciplinary action 
against any students. She 
also didn’t comment on 
whether the board would 
reconsider the penalties.

However students 
outside the meeting 
afterwards confirmed 
that 20 students have 
been suspended and are 
facing criminal vandalism 
charges and are currently 
banned from participat-
ing in graduation cere-
monies.

Two seniors, McKen-
na Fehseke and Sierra 
Howardson, both gave 
emotional pleas for the 
board and superintendent 

to reconsider the penalty 
of the graduation.

“I’m hear to try to re-
mediate some things that 

happened this morning,” 

FMCSD bans 20 seniors from commencement

It was an unusual sight Monday when about 60 parents and students 
packed the School District office meeting room after approximately 20 
seniors were banned from commencement after vandalizing the inside 
of the Fort Madison High School.
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BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - They were born 
on July 30, 2003...both of them and 15 
years later they’re headed to the Iowa 
High School boys state tennis tourna-
ment on May 25 in Waterloo.

Jason and Vasin Thurman, who just 
started getting serious about tennis 
over the past year, qualified with 
a wonderful run through districts 
knocking off the No. 2 and No. 3 seeds 
at Fairfield Maharishi in doubles com-
petition Wednesday.

The two boys from Holy Trinity 
Catholic play in a shared program 
agreement with Fort Madison High 
School under head coach Dean Hogan 
and went 9-16 during a better-than-ex-
pected regular season.

At Wednesday’s district action the 

two were seeded 15th out of 16 dou-
bles teams and quickly knocked off 
Abbott and Gavin Haner of Keokuk, 
the No. 2 seed in the district tourna-
ment 6-4, 6- 4. That win put them up 
against the No. 3 seed from Fairfield 
in Dante Cingari and Logan Williams 
and the Thurmans took that match in 
two sets 6-4, 6-2.

After winning in the top half of the 
bracket, the next match was against 
Fairfield Maharishi’s 8th seeded 
doubles squad of Kartik Venpate and 
Bhavani Allison. Jason and Vasin won 
the first set in a close 7-5 score then 
dropped the 2nd set 6-7 with a 3-7 
tiebreaker, but came back to win the 
third tiebreaker set 6-1 to advance to 
the top doubles team in the district 
in Maharishi’s Kai Vessay and Devan 
Burke who ended the Thurmans’ day 
with a 6-1, 6-0 loss.

Thurman twins get shot at state as freshman

Vasin Thurman, foreground, and Jason Thurman go through workouts 
Tuesday evening at the Fort Madison High School tennis courts. The 
two will be playing in the state doubles tournament in Waterloo begin-
ning Friday, May 25.
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Fehseke said.
  “About 20% of the class was told we cannot attend 

graduation and we are suspended and we are facing 
criminal charges,” she said. “I’m hear to ask that deci-
sion be revoked regarding graduation. We all would 
do what we can, and is necessary, to fix what we’ve 
done. Whether that is set up or tear down graduation...
anything we can do we are willing to do.”

Fehseke said of all the students have learned in their 
four years at the FMHS, the biggest lesson probably 
came Monday when they learned actions have conse-
quences.

“Our small ideas which are meant to be fun and 
games have real consequences and we did not take that 
into consideration when we made the decision we did. 
I think we are all ashamed of what we’ve done so I ask 
you please, as a school board, please allow us to get 
back on the right track and allow us to walk the stage 
with the other 80% of our class.”

Fehseke’s father, Richard, said parents will be appeal-
ing the district’s decision to suspend the students. He 
asked that the board consider alternative punishments 
that would send the right message about consequences 
but at the same time allow the students to participate 
in graduation ceremonies.

 “It’s a common practice that seniors do something 
as a senior class prank and echoing what McKen-
na has said, fun and games have consequences that 
impact others. I’ve talked with people investigating the 
incident. This involved students going into the school 
tp’ing, throwing water balloons, and putting Vaseline 
on the door handles. Concern existed that there may 
be some permanent damages. Fortunately as the day 
progressed we found out there wasn’t permanent dam-
ages,” Fehseke said.

“The decision of the school board and superin-
tendent to suspend more than 20 seniors for the rest 
of their senior year and deny them participating in 
commencment proceedings is gonna be appealed by a 

lot of parents.”
He said the appeal works on procedural and re-

sult-based grounds, and the parent groups were going 
to ask the school board and superintendent to review 
the punishment in light of the circumstances for other 
appropriate steps that can be taken that would allow 
them to participate in commencement.

Senior Sierra Howardson was also emotional in her 
plea to be allowed to graduate.

“The reason I’m standing before you is not a rea-
son I’m proud of. Over the weekend the senior class 
planned and followed a childish tradition to TP the 
FMHS,” she said. “While this prank appeared to be 
harmless, to it lead to members of our student body 
entering the school and vandalizing the inside of our 
school and for this I’m deeply sorry.”

Howardson said she was pleading on behalf of her 
fellow students and asked the board for leniency.

 “While I will be the first to volunteer and clean 
up and do community service to pay for my horrible 
choices, I just ask that you please not take away the 
beautiful memories my class and I will make on gradu-
ation day,” she said.

Senior Logan Allen said he was part of the prank and 
understood the acts caused problems but didn’t want 
his mother to not have the chance to see him go across 

the stage.
 “I was part of the senior class prank, but my mom 

has not seen one of her kids graduate high school and 
my mom doesn’t deserve to not see a child walk across 
the stage because of a mistake I made,” Allen said.

No decision was made nor were any comments made 
by the board other than board President Tim Wondra 
thanking those who spoke for their participation.

In other action, the board:
• heard from Brian Wright, who addressed the 

board about bruises that his daughter allegedly re-
ceived at the hands of a school administrator for not 
saying good morning on the way into school. Wright 
produced pictures of the student’s bruised arm and 
directed any additional questions on the matter to 
Curtis Dial, a Keokuk attorney. Wright didn’t identify 
the administrator by name, but asked the board for the 
administrator’s dismissal.

•approved tentative union agreements with school 
teamster staffing.

•approved several policy changes. The changes are 
part of an ongoing process to bring district codes in 
line with the Iowa State Board of Education.

This news story and subsequent Letters to the Edi-
tor were read on pencitycurrent.com and social media 
125,029 times and was engaged with 36,467 times.
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Richard Fehseke 
addresses the Fort 

Madison School 
Board Monday night 

on a timer asking the 
board to reconsider 

a ban it implemented 
on 20 seniors who 

were caught vandal-
izing the inside of the 

Fort Madison High 
School Sunday night.
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Students, parents ask district to reconsider
SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://seia.rapmls.com


Pen City Current - Friday, January 4, 2019 - 3

2018 – A Year in Review: May & June

We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2018
Stella T. Abolt

William Edward Adams
Elmer Dean Aldridge
Donald G. Alexander

Jackie Allen
Anna Mae Allen Lowry

Ethel Irene Ames
Lloyd D. Apple

Mary Ester Arpino
Charlene Auwaerter

Linda Barker
Elizabeth Jane Barry

Paul J. “Bart”
Bartholomew

Rose Cornelia Beecham 
Cartmill

Stephen Henry Beimer
Susan M. Beimer Nelson

Brian Lee Bell
Carl Alfred Bell

Deanna Lynn Bennett
Betty Mae Bergthold

Janet Marie Bethurem
Rylan Lee Bihn-Hattan

Donald D. “Duck”
Boeding

Kenneth L. Boeding
Laverne M. Boeding

Derek Mathew Bonar
Karen Kay Bonta
Robert Lee Bonta

William Earl Boon
John William Brockman

Lorena E. Brown
Stephen C. Brown

Vivian “Viv” Irene Bryant
Bradley Joseph Buckley

Thomas A. Buechel
Paul LeRoy Bunnell, Sr.

Karen Edna Burdette
Jerry Lee Burdette, Sr.
John Charles Burgess

Steve Busard
V. Darlene Byrne

Sandra Anne Caldwell
Susan Jane Campbell

Janis J. Carter
Randy R. Carter

James David “Jethro” 
Carter

Michael Lee Cassiday
Delores J. Chamness

Yolanda Lee “Sam” Cheek
Montray LaVere Clark

Janet Lee Clarkson
Audrey J. Clingman

Elizabeth “Betty”
Coffman

Karen Kay Coke
Helen Colby Schulte 

Swiers
Connie Conrad
Karen E. Cooper

Rose Evelene Corbin
Benjamin Abbott

Cornelius
Leslie “Les” Norton

Cramer
Josias Neri Cruz
Roy A. Cullen

Janet Elaine Cunningham
Oscar Edward Davids
Dorothy Ann Dawson

Robin L. Decker
Jack Martin Delph

George D. Demetral
Patricia Ruth Denning

Margie Fern Dent
Wendy Lou Denton

Alan Dale DeWitt
Terri Anita DeWitt

Wilson
Jose “Joe” S. Diaz, Jr.
Garry M. Dinwiddie
Daniel “Dan” Diveley

Daniel C. Dorn
William “Bill” I. Duncan

Karen J. Dunn
Bettye “Susie” Dunn 

Henson
Alexander “Alex”

Maximillian Allen Edler
Frank M. Ellington

Georgian F. Ellis
Marguerite Eileen Ellis

Shirley Ann Erb
Joyce E. Erickson

Eugene “Curly” H. Faeth
Donald D. Farrington
Zula Nadine Feather
Roger Featheringill

Lucille R. Fedler
Mary Rose Fedler

Marjorie Leona Fine
Rippenkroeger

Charlene Ellenore Fotsch 
Hood

Rozella C. Freitag
Wallace “Wally” Eugene 

Galbreath
Deatrice D. “Dee Dee” 

Garrett
Steven James Gates
Charles T. Gathers
Wanda M. Gaylord
Gene A. Gerhardt
Sara Louise Graf

Doris Rosella “Rosie” 
Gray

George W. Gray
Marianna Gredell

Adrienne Marie Greeley
Ronald Green

Geraldine Gregg Gross
Hurley B. Gregory

Norbert Sebastian Grelk
Augusta Griffiths

James Michael “Mike” 
Grogan

Robert Joseph Grossman
Rosemarie P. Gruver 

Morningstar
Kathleen “Kathy”
Eldonna Gutting
Henry A. Hanna
Russell L. Hardin

Rita Harmeyer
Gregory Paul Hathaway

Shirley A. Hauck
Gearldine Faye “Gerry” 

Hawk
Robert Dana Heagy

Vera I. Hellweg
Randy Joe Helmick
Joe Glenn Henson

Timothy Lee Henson
Aaron Dewayne Hentzel

Richard L. “Rick” Hill
Mary L. Hitch
Joseph R. Hnat

Ernest L. Hobbs, Jr.
Beverly Ann Hofmann
Richard William “Rip” 

Hogan
Floyd Edward Hohl

Earlaine Evelyn Hoover
Bessie Helen Loretta 

Horton

Peggy Colleen Howard
Rhonda Sue Huff

Marcine “Marcy” E.
Huffman

Shirley Hulboy
Kathryn “Kathy” Noreen 

Ingebritson
Phillip J. Ingebritson

Cathy Marie Jackson Buck
Justin Jacobsmeier

Aileen Louise Jinkens
Connie Kay Jobe

John B. Jobe
Warren Brent Jobe
Larry C. Johnson

Sherilyn Kay Kamp
Julia Renae Kay

Amy Marie Keefe
John Ronald Keller

Anthony “Tony” David 
Kempker

Helga Kent
James Patrick Kinsey

Thelma L. Kirkenslager
Francis P. Klesner

Johnny Kline
Lawrence Eugene “Larry” 

Knoche
William H. Koellner

Edward Kramer
Rosalene E. “Rosie” 

Kramer
Michael Joseph

Krogmeier
Gary A. Kruse

Gertrude M. Kruse
Ronald David “Ron” 

Kutzner
William Marvin Langrehr
Louis “Louie” Gail Larsen

Marie Frances Leake
Daisy Louise Leggett

Hazel Virginia LeMaster
Julia (Julie) Light

William (Bill) Logan
Devin Richard Lorenz

Wyman Earl Lorey
Lawrence “Larry” Lowary

Gary S. Lowenberg
Alexandria D. “Hando” 

Lozano
Paula Lozano

Shirley E. Lozano
Donald Joseph Lynch
Susan Marie Marshall

Betty Joyce Martin
Patrick George Martin

Aurelia “Wally” Martinez
Jared John “Jed” Matlock

Doris McCane
John E. McCollum

Junior Harold McKinney
Regina H. McKoon
Nellie Ruth McVay
Jeoffrey G. Meister

Agnella Mary “Nellie” 
Menke

LaVerne Ann Menke
James Edward “Jim” 

Mercer
Bernice E. Merschman
Vance H. Meyertholen

Vincent D. Michl
Edna Miller

Joe James Miller
Mae Joann Miller

Phyllis Rosamond Miller
James Ray Mitchell

Larry Joseph Moeller

Marcella Elizabeth Moore
Richard P. Morgan
Colleen “Collie” R.

Morrissey
Daniel Bernard Mueller

Leroy W. Mueller
Arthur John Muerhoff
Diana Lynn Nathem
Doris Marie Nelson

Gary L. Nelson
Reginald Lee “Reggie” 

Nerhus
Helen Neuweg

Robert “Rob” Paul Eugene 
Newbill

Marilyn “Darlene”
Niggemeyer

Edward Joseph Noll
Richard William Nolte, Sr.

Virgil L. Nuebel
Sandra Louise O’Shea
Lorraine Ellen Painter
Cynthia M. “Cindy” 

Panther
Quinn Pence

Robin Renee Peterson
Neil L. Philp, Sr.

Roger A. Ploeckelmann
Dale Hollis Plowman

Dale A. Pohlpeter
Jason Wayne Pohren
Delores S. Pollpeter
Patricia A. Powelson

Eve M. Power
Harold E. Price

Sherian K. Privia
Evonne Ileen Pruett

McKinney
Karleen W. Pumphrey

Jeremy Lee Ranck
Russel Lee Randolph

Caesar J. Rashid
Basil “Red” Reed

George Sheridan Reeder
Darlene Lucille Reinartz

Donald L. Reu
Emma Grace Reynolds

Verna N. Richards
Sharolyn A. Richers

Elsie M. Ricker
Richardson

Victor F. Riddle
Paula Jo Riddle Burke

Joe Ringstrom
Kenneth Edward Rink

Marjorie Rippenkroeger
Gary Risk

Donald R. Robertson
Robert E. “Bob” Roxlau

Carol Rustan
Gregory Albert Sallen
Robert Frank Samuels

Adela Sandoval
Ronald R. Sanford
Virginia M. Savage

Mark Anthony Schiedel
Thomas Albert “Tom” 

Schmitz
Brian Melvin Schrader

Phyllis Marie Schroeder 
Lutwack

Frances S. Schuck
Deena Jo Schulte

Carmelita Rose Schutte
Emma Mary Schwartz

Joyce Seabold
Quinton Michael Seabold

James L. “Jim” Seaver
Vincent Marlow “Vince” 

Seaver
Cathy Anne Seltzer

Gary Lee Senf
Michael David Sheets

Roy Melvin Sheets
Erma “Red” Shelinbarger

Delores E. Shoemate
Douglas Eugene Shores
James Edmund Small

Mrs. E. Pauline Smiddy 
Flack

Cynthia “Cindy” Marie 
Smith

Donna L. Smith
Kathern “Kay” Smith

LaVerne Smith
Mardie L. Smith

Craig Maurice Snyder
Mrs. Dorothy Mae Snyder

Nina Mae Sparenberg
Larry R. Spees

Bernadette Anna
Stambaugh

Doris A. Stark
Jean Starr

Michael J. Stayline
Jake Anthony Stewart
Leonard “Len” Stewart

David S. Stiffler
Floyd Earl Stout
Mary Jo Swallow

Marion O. Swearingen
Nikki Lee Tanner 

Vaughan
Orvetta A. Taylor

Michael John Tebbs
Marjorie Kathryn

Templeton
Wendell Lee Thompson

Shirley Thornton
Patty Lee Thrush

Charles “Buddy” Frank 
Tillman

Bertha Mae Todd
Harry Edgar Townsend

Thomas Kent Traut

Arlen Trelstad
Helen Elizabeth Tripp

Harold R. Turtle
Tom Van

Donald Joseph
Vonderhaar

Eugene Theodore “Gene” 
Vonderhaar

Anita Mae Wagner
Nancy Jane Wagner

Betty Frances Walker
Billy Dean “Bill” Walker

Sally V. Walker
Norma Helen Wall Case
Matthew John Washburn
David E. Washburn, Sr.
Stanley Cleland Watkins

James Joseph “Jim”
Welding

Michael “Mike” B.
Wellman

Milton John Wenke
Vince Lane Westermeyer
Wayne Edward Whitmore

Carol Wilcox Coker
Charlotte Ann Wilcox 

Grigsby
Christina Ruth Wilson

Henry D. “Hank” Wilson
Michael R. Wilson

Rita Wilson
Thomas Leon Wilson

Helen Virginia Windsor
Kevin Allen Wittenmyer

Ricky Dean Wixom
Molly Elizabeth Wood

Jason Thomas Woolever
Deana “Dee” Worrell 

Perlberg
James Charles “Jim” 

Wynn
Gayla S. Young

 

 

 
 

 

Snowy days 
are right 

around the 
corner 

 

… so now’s the time to plan ahead! 
Sure, it’s hot now. But the days are already getting shorter. Are you ready 

for the shoveling, the shivering and the social limitations of winter? 
 

You won’t have to worry about dark, icy roads or feeling cooped up this 
winter if you’re safe, warm and enjoying life at The Kensington. Choose 
your apartment now and move in any time before November 1. You’ll get 

one month’s free rent to redeem any time after the third month. We’ll 
even pay for a professional to move your furniture! 

 

Just don’t wait too long — availability is limited. 
 

For more information about this hot deal please call 
Victoria at (319) 372 4233, or send an email to: 

VMatlock@Kensington-Evergreen.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2210 Ave H, Fort Madison IA    Kensington-Evergreen.com 
 

Join our Facebook Family! 
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Police looking into Sunday 
morning shooting

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Fort Madison police are 
looking into a shooting 
that took place early Sun-
day morning in the 1700 
block of Avenue D in Fort 
Madison.

According to Police 
Chief Tim Sittig, seven 
shell casings were found 
at the scene and “more 
than one” slug was pulled 
from a residence.

Sittig said police are 

actively pursuing sus-
pects, but he said the case 
may take time to unfold 
as all the evidence will be 
sent to the state crime lab 
in Ankeny, coupled with 
the fact that no one was 
awake at the time of the 
shooting, no suspect or 
vehicle descriptions are 
available.

“This one’s gonna be 
tough because no one 
was awake, not even the 
lady at the residence that 
was shot at.” Sittig said. 
“We’ll have to send all 

the evidence to Ankeny 
and when they get caught 
up with their back log of 
cases and get to ours, we’ll 
have some information.”

Sittig put out a press 
release Wednesday after-
noon, that indicated on 
Sunday May 27th 2018 
at approximately 4:58 am 
Fort Madison Police were 
advised of a report of 
possible shots fired in the 
area of 1700 block of Ave. 
E. Responding officers 
checked the area and did 
not see any vehicles leav-

ing the area or any sign of 
damage or injuries.

At 7:33 am on the same 
day police were advised 
that some shell casings 
were located in an alley 
in the 1700 block of Ave. 
D. Officers located and 
recovered seven spent 
large caliber shells in the 
alley behind a residence 
in the 1700 block of Ave. 
D. Further investigation 
revealed that the resi-
dence had been struck 
multiple times.

There were no injuries 
at the residence but there 
was damage to the back 
of the house where the 
bullets struck the house.

The investigation is 
continuing in this case 
anyone with information 
regarding this case should 
contact the Fort Madison 
Police Department at 319-
372-2525.

Sittig said there appears 
to be no threat to the pub-
lic at this time and said 
he didn’t believe it was a 
random crime.

This news story was read 
on pencitycurrent.com and 
social media 12,557 times 
and was engaged with 
4,407 times.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Thursday crash 
sends family to 

hospital

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A two-vehicle accident on the 
Hwy. 61 bypass late Thursday afternoon has sent a 
Keokuk family to area hospitals.

According to Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber, a 
family of four from Keokuk in a Honda SUV was 
traveling southbound on Hwy. 61 when the vehicle 
entered the median and crossed into the northbound 
lane striking a bridge barrier and going airborne 
before coming to rest in the northbound lane facing 
north. The vehicle was torn in half by the impact. 
Another vehicle, a white pickup truck carrying anoth-
er adult and four children, was also damaged in the 
accident. No injuries were reported to the occupants 
of the second vehicle.

Weber said two of the occupants in the Honda were 
being transported at about 6:30 p.m. to University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics by ambulance due to 
weather conditions preventing an airlift. A third occu-
pant was sent to Iowa City at about 7:45 p.m.

The accident occurred about 4:30 p.m. with rescue 
crews from Lee County EMS, Montrose Fire and 
Rescue, and the Lee County Sheriff ’s Dept. and Fort 
Madison Police on the scene.

   This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 100,154 times and 
was engaged with 47,310 times.

Honda SUV crossed median 
southbound and struck north-
bound overpass bridge

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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When the two enter 
the state tournament 
they will be the only un-
derclassmen who made 
it out of districts in dou-
bles play. All the other 
competition will be from 
juniors and seniors.

The two have set a 
conservative goal for the 
tournament considering 
they knocked off the 
No. 2 and No. 3 seeds at 
districts.

Just to win a match.
 “I think a good tour-

nament for us would be 
getting at least one win. 
That would be nice. To 
win a match,” Vasin said.

The two are clearly on 
the same page.

 “Maybe winning a 
match...,” Jason said. 
“We’ll be playing against 
some really good com-
petition. So yeah..if we 
could win a match I 
think I would be happy 
with that.”

Hogan said it’s hard to 
tell how the tournament 
will shake out because 
the Thurmans have 
beaten good competition 
this year.

“It’s kind of hard to 
say,” Hogan said. They’ve 
been playing really well. 
They upset the number 
one players from Keokuk 
and two seniors from 
Fairfield that were their 
Nos. 1 and 2 players 
at both schools. They 
played some pretty pow-
erful kids including the 
Maharishi team which 
is a top quality team. 
They’ve got their work 
cut out and depends on 
the luck of the draw and 
where you’re going to be 
placed. Maharishi will be 
in the opposite bracket. 
They will probably be 
seeded No. 1, that’s my 
thought. The only way 
we would meet up with 
them is in the finals.”

He gave a lot of credit 
for the twins’ success to 
Sam Avery and Austin 
Krueger, the team’s No. 
1 doubles unit and No. 1 
and No. 2 singles players.

 “I got to give credit to 
Sam and Austin,” Hogan 
said. “Those are the two 
guys that have been my 
go-to team members 
that have helped them 
along in becoming better 
players. And Jason and 
Vasin’s mom said they 
often go over to the 
courts at HTC to work 
by themselves. Sam has 
been with them and 
Austin has been with 
them so that’s been a 
good peer situation 
with them through the 
season.”

He said for freshmen, 
the two play a very 
controlled, slower pace 
and look for gaps on the 
court.

  “They play their 

game, they don’t play 
an uptempo game like a 
lot of the older players 
that have played several 
years. They play their 
pace and that throws 
off the opposition. Most 
kids like to play power 
with power and these 
fine Thurman brothers 
are patient, deliberate, 
and take time within 
reason. They analyze and 
try to focus on the game 
plan of playing one play-
er at a time in doubles 
and not two. You select 
one and you play that 
player the best you can 
and wear them down.”

The two started play-
ing tennis just going over 
to city courts and hitting 
the ball around.

 “We weren’t very 
serious...and we weren’t 
very good,” Vasin said. 
“But then we started 
playing with Sam Avery 
for a while and he got us 
excited about it and then 
we started working with 
coach Hogan.”

Avery, also from HTC, 

was the team’s No. 1 sin-
gles player for the year 
and also anchored the 
No. 1 doubles team with 
Austin Krueger.

Jason said the obvious 
chemistry that exists 
between the two after 
growing up and playing 
different sports with 
each other their whole 
lives is helping the on-
court performance.

 “A lot of it’s our chem-
istry. We kind of just 
know where each other 
is at on the court. But 
coach also put in a new 
formation when we’re 
serving. We didn’t really 
do it during the season 
because we wanted to 
save it for conference 
and districts. The guy in 
the net is in a different 
spot than he usually is 
and they’re having trou-
ble reacting to it,” Jason 
said.

Vasin said the new 
formation helped a lot in 
the district tournament.

 “It makes it harder 
for the people to re-

turn. They don’t see that 
formation very often 
and when we bring it out 
they don’t know to react 
to it. It’s usually hit right 
at the poacher or the 
poacher will eventually 
get a shot at it,” he said.

The two also played 
singles with Jason in the 
No. 3 spot and Vasin in 
the No. 5 hole.

Through April, Ja-
son had a game record 
of 123-65, with an 8-2 
match record and 16-5 
set record. Vasin was 8-1 
in matches at No. 5 with 
a 16-4 set record and 
116-65 in total games.

The two were 9-7 in 
doubles matches through 
April.

The tournament will 
be held at the Byrnes 
Park Tennis Center in 
Waterloo starting at 9 
a.m. on Friday, May 25.

This news story was 
read on pencitycurrent.
com and social media 
25,184 times and was 
engaged with 677 times.

HTC freshmen knocked off Nos. 2 and 3 at districts
TWINS - Continued from Page 1

Senior Elijah Barnes is currently ranked 7th in the state in Class 3A in 
the shotput going into this week’s state tournament at Drake University.

PCC file photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Fire breaks out on west side

Fort Madison Fire Department firefighters 
work to quash a blaze that broke out in a 
garage at 3408 Avenue E Monday evening 
at about 6:20 p.m. Firefighters remained on 
the scene until approximately 8 p.m. The fire 
remains under investigation. See page 4 and 
www.pencitycurrent.com for more pictures.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

At top, Fort Madison Fire Department Cap-
tain Eric Kern holds up the hood of a 4-door 
sedan that was involved in the garage fire 
at 3408 Avenue E Monday evening. The fire 
destroyed the garage, the vehicle, and a large 
motor home outside the structure.

The fire from the garage/car fire at 3408 
Avenue E Monday night seems to creep over 
the top of a Fort Madison firefighter in the 
picture above. At left, Capt. Kern and another 
firefighter discuss strategy with the blaze. At 
the bottom firefighters shoot from across the 
street.

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.pencitycurrent.com


Volunteers at the Fort Madison Food Pantry sort food to be shelved 
for the area’s neediest families on Monday. The food was collected by 
postal carriers with the Fort Madison Post Office as part of a national 
letter carrier food collection on Saturday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com
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Supplies
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Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

HTC junior Taylor 
Boeding gets a run-
ning header into the 
net as the Crusaders 
took a 3-0 lead with 
less than 10 minutes 
gone in the game. 
Freshman Claire 
Pothitakis sent the 
assist in Boeding’s 
direction and the 
Crusaders raced to a 
10-0 win.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Former Fort Madison Food Pantry volunteer George Gaudette, right, 
helps load food onto a pickup truck for delivery from the Fort Madison 
Post Office Monday morning. The food pantry was struggling with in-
ventory and funding in March, but officials say the situation is better 
going into the summer.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMHS senior Leigh Johnson works out Tues-
day under the watchful eye of throwing coach 

Andrew Troxel. Johnson is making her first 
trip to state for track and field. Johnson joins 
seniors Elijah Barnes, Brett Schneider, and 

Caleb Gehle, along with sophomore Matthew 
Hellige at the state track meet which begins 

today in Des Moines.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

HTC senior Brett Schneider won’t have to 
contend with these two Davenport Assump-
tion speedsters at this year’s state track meet. 
Schneider will be running in the 400-meter 
hurdles and the 800-meter run.

PCC file photo by 
Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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There’s 
Snow Place 
Like Home 
for the
Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Sunday, December 23 through Tuesday, January 1.
Our special 2018 Recap editions will publish Wednesday, January 2 through Tuesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Area girl killed in Sunday ATV tragedy

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

PILOT GROVE - An ATV accident this morning 
in north Lee County has claimed the life of an area 
girl.

West Point Fire & Rescue, Lee County Sheriff ’s 

Department, and Lee County EMS were paged to the 
1400 block of Pilot Grove Road at approximately 9:07 
a.m. Sunday morning to an accident involving a side-
by-side all-terrain vehicle carrying three juveniles. 

According to the Iowa State Patrol, the 2018 Pols 
Ranger was traveling northbound on Pilot Grove 
Road when the incident occurred.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said the Iowa State 
Patrol is handling the investigation into the accident. 
A spokesperson for the Iowa State Patrol confirmed 
the death Sunday afternoon, but said no additional 

information would be available until the accident 
scene investigation is finished. 

No other injuries were listed on the accident report 
issued Sunday evening. The driver was listed as a 
juvenile.

Lee County EMS transferred the victim to Henry 
County Health Center in Mt. Pleasant where she was 
pronounced dead.

   This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 33,268 times and 
was engaged with 19,971 times.

Morning ride along Pilot 
Grove Road ends in tragedy

BY PCC STAFF

WEST POINT - The West Point Police Department 
reports the arrest of a Missouri man on a felony sexual 
abuse charge.

Brandon D. Lewis, 39, 980 West Cedar Street, Kaho-
ka, MO, was arrested on Tuesday, June 
19th, 2018 at the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office on a charge of Sexual Abuse sec-
ond degree. Sexual Abuse second degree 
is a Class B Felony. If convicted, Lewis 
faces up to 25 years in a state correction-
al facility.

The arrest stems from an investigation 
by Officers with the West Point Police Department into 
allegations that Lewis had committed sexual abuse to a 
minor victim in the West Point area.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, and the Department of Human Ser-
vices assisted the West Point Police Department in the 
investigation.

All defendants are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

  This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 9,239 times and was 
engaged with 5,985 times.

LEWIS

Kahoka man 
arrested in WP 
on sex charge

More parents voice concerns 
over FMMS incidents

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Two more couples and a for-
mer student have come forward with allegations of 
abuse at the hands of a Fort Madison school official.

At Monday’s regular meeting of the Fort Madison 
School Board, Brian Wright, Amy and Kevin Well-
man, Melissa Boyd, and former student Seth Wright 
all spoke to the school board in the public comment 
period of the meeting about the alleged abuses.

As has been school board protocol, the board 
allowed each person three minutes to speak. Board 
President Tim Wondra also asked those addressing 
the board not use the names of any parties associated 
with the reported incidents due to confidentiality. 
However several of the speakers brought the names 
out in the public meeting, including the names of 
their children.

Wright then said Fort Madison Middle School Prin-
cipal Todd Dirth had assaulted his daughter by grab-
bing her arm and leaving a bruise, when his daughter 
didn’t say good morning to school officials on the way 
in to school back in September.

 “This is in regards to the last meeting I came to in 
regards to the physical assault of my daughter Brianna 
at the hands of Todd Dirth,” Wright said.

He pointed to several school policy codes that he 

believes the school violated in conducting the investi-
gation.

Wright said according to school policy section 
402.3-R-1, a Level 1 investigator, or the superinten-
dent of the district, upon a report of alleged abuse, 
will file a report of which a copy is required to be 
provided to the parents of the student in addition 
to other parties. Then within five days an informal 
investigation is to take place including an interview 
with the student.

Wright said neither of those two requirements were 
met by the district.

The policy also states that, “Upon completion of 
the report, if the Level I investigator determines the 
allegations of physical abuse are founded and serious, 
the Level I investigator will notify law enforcement 
authorities. If the allegations are founded but the 
physical abuse is not of a serious nature, the Level 
I investigator will refer the case on to the Level II 
investigator.”

Wright contends that the district did not refer the 
incident to a Level II officer, which is the district’s 
school resource officer. Wright said he questioned 
the school’s resource officer seven months after the 
incident and was told the school never referred the 
issue to the SRO.

Heather Wellman also spoke to the board about her 
son who was slapped in the back of the head by Dirth. 
Wellman said Dirth admitted to slapping her son in 
the back of the head as he walked by.

“Obviously, if we had done more, more kids 
wouldn’t be getting assaulted by him,” she said.

Wellman said she went to the police and they told 
her it wasn’t an assault because there was no mark. 
Wellman said a whole class saw the alleged incident 
because her son had walked up to the school and had 
to walk back to the back of the class line.

See ALLEGATIONS, page 9

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Apply for a
Debit Card today!

Convenience

Anytime Anywhere Access to Your Checking Account

Seth Wright, who went to the school 
years ago at the former middle school, 
said Dirth “plucked” a safety pin from 
his lip that he was wearing to keep a 
piercing closed while he was eating.

“I was approached by the person in 
question and was asked to take it out 
and I reminded him of a meeting my 
parents had with him two days before 
and he decided to pluck it out gouging 
my lip and then immediately had me 
restrained.”

Wright said to know this is still going 
on was ridiculous and if the district has 
a zero tolerance district, the issues need 
to be addressed and district officials 
aren’t doing their job if nothing is being 
done.

Melissa Boyd has a special needs 
child in the district who had gotten 
out of control in 2012 as a sixth grader. 
Boyd, a former employee of the district, 
admitted her son had behavioral issues.

She said her son was having a melt 

down in class and said her son was out 
of instructional support control and 
Dirth was called down to the class that 
had been cleared. Dirth held her son 
down on the floor to restrain him and 
had his face held into the cement floor. 
She said her son indicated he couldn’t 
breathe and Dirth wouldn’t relent. She 
said there was another issue the same 
day, where Dirth used a chair to re-
strain her son “as a lion tamer would”.

Dirth has not been charged with 
assault in any of the cases and law 
enforcement was notified in each of the 
case.

District officials have declined to 
comment on the issue citing confi-
dentiality laws regarding personal and 
personnel information.

This news story and social media posts 
were read on pencitycurrent.com and so-
cial media 13,735 times and was engaged 
with 5,804 times.

ALLEGATIONS - Continued from Page 8

Parents complain district not 
investigating incidents properly

Alliant crews are on the scene of a large tree that has fallen at the 
corner of 18th and Avenue F disrupting power to a portion of Fort Mad-
ison’s east neighborhoods.#pencitycurrent . This social media post 
was  read 12,219 times and was engaged with 1,791 times.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670
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Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Burglaries on the rise again in city

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With the summer comes ramped 
up criminal activity and Fort Madison is experiencing 
that trend right now.

Fort Madison police reported 12 burglaries from Fri-
day through Tuesday and 15 in the past seven days with 
most occurring in the 1100 to 1500 block of Avenues C 
through I.

Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig said the bur-

glaries are residential and typically 
overnight.

“These are residential burglaries where 
people are going into homes,” he said 
“They seem to be clustering around the 
Oak Drive, 29th Place neighborhoods 
within about a four-block area for the 
most part.”

He said some of the burglaries are forced entry, but 
nothing that is causing a lot of damage. He also said 
two juveniles have been charged with using a credit 
card that was taken from one of the homes, but he said 
they haven’t been able to determine if the juveniles 
were involved in the break-ins.

“These were overnight burglaries and I would proba-

bly say, in at least some cases, the residents were home,’ 
Sittig said.

He advised all residents to make sure their valuable 
are out of sight and doors, windows and access points 
to all property are locked securely. He also said leaving 
porch lights on at night can act as a deterrent. He said 
residents always have the options of surveillance or 
dogs for protection as well.

“Criminals like to work in the dark.”
He also encouraged anyone who sees anything, even 

if it’s just someone walking late at night, to contact the 
police department.

“Even if you’re just getting up to get something to 
drink and you see something out the window, even if 
it’s just someone walking by, give us a call. They may 
not have done anything to you, but maybe they’ve been 
somewhere else. It’s very important for us in finding 
these people to be able to get to them as soon as possi-
ble.”

Local neighborhood watch groups Facebook threads 
this week were tracking burglary activity and informa-
tion about break-ins and burglaries taking place when 
people are home.

This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 9,948 times and 
was engaged with 2,064 times.

Fort Madison has had 15 
break-ins in the last seven days 

SITTIG

Girl Scouts lend 
a brush to PAW

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Four members of a Fort Madison 
Girl Scout troop and some leaders partnered with Sher-
win Williams on Saturday and spruced up the front to 
the PAW no-kill animal shelter.

In temperatures higher than 90 degrees, leaders and 
girls from Troop 9406 in Fort Madison crawled all over 
the front of the animal shelter and put a new coat of 
paint on the metal front of the building.

Lisa Engeman, the store manager at Sherwin-Wil-
liams in Keokuk, said the company does a community 
service project every year.

    “We have to do a community service project for 
national paint week every year,” Engeman said. “I 
wanted to do here. I adopted from here, my sales rep 
adopted from here, too. So we thought this was a good 
project. The shelter got new siding on three sides, but 
budget constraints stopped them from doing the front 
so we’re just trying to freshen it up and make it match 
what’s already there.”

Engeman said they also painted the shed in front of 
the facility.

Sherwin Williams donated all the paint and brushes 
for the project.

Stephanie King, the troop’s leader, along with Brooke 
Patton, said part of the girl scouts’ activities are doing 
community service projects such as donating food to 
the local food pantry and hospitals.

“We also adopted the garden around the flagpole 
in Riverview park and provided the gardening work 
there.”

The high temperatures kept the girls from being on 
the project too long at one time. The girls rotated from 
painting to finding shade and playing with some of the 
dogs that were chained up outside.

“It’s pretty hot out. They’ve been helping where they 
can reach but they’ve also been spending time with the 
animals,” Engeman said.

The shelter is currently housing over 120 dogs and 90 
cats.

This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 9,132 times and was 
engaged with 1,035 times.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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Confidence
Feel good about your smile.

And your dentist.

Now accepting new patients.

Fort MadisoN Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm

726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

www.drmarkdds.com

Above, a large tree 
fell in the back yard 
of a home at the 
corner of 25th Street 
and Avenue F. Fort 
Madison Fire & 
Rescue stayed on 
the scene until Alliant 
had been notified 
of the incident. The 
tree was just one 
of many that were 
taken out as a strong 
storm blew through 
the area Thursday 
at about 2:30 p.m. 
At left, city workers 
brave the heavy rain 
to clear roads.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Thursday 
storm beats 
up on city

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A storm that blew into the area 
at about 2:30 p.m. has city crews scrambling around 
Fort Madison cutting trees and picking up debris from 
heavy winds and lightning that accompanied down-
pours for about an hour.

Crews first responded on the east side of the town 
where a tree had fallen across Avenue E in the 200 
block. City workers were also on the scene of a large 
tree that had fallen across the road in the 1500 block 
of Avenue E. Workers were out with bucket tractors 
and chain saws cutting that tree that was blocking traf-
fic for about 45 minutes before crews got a lane open.

LeeComm dispatch operators were busy sending 
emergency crews throughout the county, including 
Denmark where a powerline had fallen in town.

Another large tree fell on a vehicle near Shopton 
park on Avenue O. Behind a home at the corner of 
24th and F, another large tree fell to the east and took 
out power lines running across the property where 
Fort Madison firefighters stood by until Alliant Ener-
gy crews were on the way.

The Fort Madison Athletic boosters fireworks tent 
was damaged by the wind and sales at that location are 
temporarily suspended until the tent can be secured 
and dry product can be obtained. Efforts were under-
way Thursday night to have the tent up and running 
again by Friday.

This news story and social media posts were read on 
pencitycurrent.com and social media 11,208 times and 
was engaged with 3,298 times.

Athena Snook, 10, of Fort Madison puts a coat 
of paint on the front of the PAW Animal Shelter 
in Fort Madison as part of a service project in 
conjunction with Sherwin-Williams Co. Athe-
na’s mom Alta, oversees the project, while Lisa 
Engeman, store manager for Sherwin-Williams 
in Keokuk, works in the background.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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Alliance Realty
Company

Amazing Journeys by 
Pam Mace, LLC

Aniah Ross

Anderson for Fort
Madison School Board

Ava Peitz

Avenue G Productions

Bagcraft

Baxter’s Sports Complex

Becky Fullenkamp

Bees Knees PR, LLC

Bob Morawitz

Boulders Inn & Suites 

Brad’s Pad Pizza

Brian Mendez

Brooke Blacque

Buffalo61 Bar & Grille

Burlington Spring 
Grove United Methodist 

Church 

Burlington Trailways 

Burlington Youth
Triathlon

C.U.R.E. Solutions 

Cambre House

Carl Saunders

Carol Harter

Casebine Community 
Credit Union

CBIZ Center for
Business

Celene M. Coppage 

Central Lee Dance Team

Century 21 Property 
Professionals

Chad Ward

Charles Scoville

Charlie Knipe

Charlie Korschgen
Kiddie Parade

Cheryl Untz

Cindy Roberts

Cindy Steflik

City of Fort Madison

 Coats for Hope

Committee to Re-Elect 
Randolph for Mayor

Connection Bank

Craig Heckenberg

Dallas City Celebration

Darin Gentry

Darlene Kraus

Dave’s Old Fashion 
Meats

Dawn Helling

Debbie Miller

Denmark God’s Portion 
Day Committee

Dennis McGregor

Deva Ross

Diane Steffensmeier

Dianne Hope

Dodd Printing
& Stationery

Dollhouse Dreams

Don Griffiths

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis 
and Associates

DuPont

DuPont Employees 
Credit Union

Edward Jones

Elect Ross Braden 

Fareway Food Stores

Farm Bureau
Financial Services

 Farmers Savings Bank

 Fedler Specialties and 
Screenprinting

Floyd’s EZ Way

Fort Madison Area Arts 
Association

Fort Madison Chamber 
of Commerce

Fort Madison Christian 
Church 

Fort Madison
Community Hospital 

Fort Madison
Community School 

District

Fort Madison
Downtown District

Fort Madison Elks 
Lodge

Fort Madison Eye Clinic 

Fort Madison Family 
YMCA

Fort Madison Kids 
Committee

Fort Madison Main 
Street

Fort Madison Mexican 
Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music 
Boosters

Fort Madison Partners 

Fort Madison Public 
Library

Fort Madison United 
Methodist Church

Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Full Steam Staffing 

Fullenkamp Insurance

 Gary Folluo

Geoff Shields

George Shields

Glo-Run

Great River Home 
Health & Hospice

Great River Regional 
Waste Authority

Green Oak Development 

Greg Smith

Gregory Design
& Manufacturing

Griffin Muffler & Brake 
Center

Harvestville Farm

Hill Side Inn

Hillcrest Hostas & More

Hoerner YMCA

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor 
& Furniture

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Foundation Board

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Schools

Hope Associates Real 
Estate

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Bunny Hop

Holy Trinity
Elementary School

Project 

Huffman’s Farm
& Home

Inhance Corporation

 Iris City Cleaners 

Ivy Bake Shoppe

Jan Garza

Jake Rashid

Jill Cordray

Joe Bowen

Joseph W. Carle

Judith Bray

Julie Doherty

Karen Hope

Kate Lamb

Katie Cale

Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value 
Rental

Kimberly Engle

KLM Realty

Kristy Reid

Lanette Van

Larry J. LaCroix

Lee County Auditor

Lee County Bank

Lee County Crime
Stoppers

Lee County Fair Board

Lee County Health
Department

Linda Reding

Lisa Lihs
Lisa Nafziger

Lowell Junkins

Mardie Smith

Marisol Linnenbrink

Mark Smidt

Matt Morris

Megan Kruse

Megan Rempe

Menke & Company 

MidWestOne Bank 

Mobile Nursing Services, 
LTD.

Montrose Health Center 

MPC Enterprises, Inc.

New Dimensions

Nissa Rung

Pam Dodds

Paul Schulte

Paul’s Plumbing,
Heating, & Cooling, Inc.

Phyllis Anderson

Pilot Grove Savings 
Bank

Poole Communications

Pothitakis Law Firm, 
P.C.

Quarry Creek Elk
& Bison

Rashid Pharmacy
& Wellness

Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North 
Lee County

River City Motors Plus, 
Inc.

RiverFest Fort Madison

RSVP of Lee County 

Runge’s Mow It or Move 
It

Russell “Skip” Young

Sara Denning

Sarah Harworth

Schmitz Funeral Home

Scotts MiracleGro
Company

ServiceMaster

Shawna Ross

Sheaffer Memorial Golf 
Course

Shug’s Tiny Town

Sidelines Sports Bar
& Grill

Siemens Gamesa

Silgan Containers

Smith Electric

Soroptimist
International of Fort 

Madison

Standard of Beaverdale 

State Farm Insurance – 
Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding 

Steffes Group, Inc.

SubArena

Sun Meets Moon
Healing

SunnyBrook Assisted 
Living & Memory Care 

Sunshine Child Care 

Super 8

Susan Haeger

Susan Vandenberg

Tamara Grossman

Taylor J. Vandenberg 

Team Staffing Solutions, 
Inc.

Test Kitchen
Education Foundation 

The Kensington
& Primrose Path

The Madison

Todd Schneider

Tri-State Rodeo

Trish Eaves-Fedler

U.S. EPA

Under the Sun /
The Avenue

United Way of the Great 
River Region

Vigen Memorial Home

W-M Johnson Truck 
Line

Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey

West Liberty Foods

West Point Care Center

 Your Heat & Air Guy

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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