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Emma Berry, 12, left, and Sydney Fraise, 11, center work with Rich-
ardson Elementary teacher Krys Plate Wednesday morning at the 
Elliott Test Kitchen in Fort Madison. The class was working on build-
ing and then programming Lego Robots for about three hours and 
were treated to lunch for their efforts by guest chef Madeline Gob-
ble. (See Page 3.)

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCA little summer science

County to look 
at options 

for jail kitchen

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - A plan to move to a new vendor for 
meal services may end up becoming an upgrade to the 
jail.

At Tuesday’s Lee County Board of Supervisor’s meeting, 
John Hansen of Midwest Construction Consultants and 

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber updated 
the board on the cost of retrofitting the 
current jail kitchen and possible other 
alternatives to allow a new vendor to pro-
vide meals to inmates at a reduced cost to 
the county.

Hansen told the board it would cost be-
tween a $140,000 and $162,000 to upgrade 

the kitchen to meet the specs of Consolidated Correction-
al Food Service out of Des Moines, for providing meals to 
the county.

Currently the Iowa State Penitentiary brings meals to 
the county jail at a cost of $3.50 per meal twice a day. We-
ber said current numbers have the jail population at about 
70, but last month they hovered around 100. At 75 meals 
per day, the jail is spending $525 a day 
on meals from the prison, and that figure 
doesn’t include a light breakfast which may 
include toaster pastries and milk or juice 
that jail staff purchase locally.

Consolidated would provide meals on a 
sliding scale and at 70 inmates, the meals 
would be approximately $1.65 per meal. 
However consolidated would provide three meals per day. 
If the population would drop below 40, the meals would 
climb to $2.40, which would still be cheaper at $7.20 per 
day then the $7.00 plus breakfast that is currently being 
spent. Weber has indicated that ISP has hinted at moving 
their price per meal to $3.75.

Consolidated could come in and do the retrofitting for 
the jail, but would require a five-year commitment and 

Estimates for improvements 
to kitchen too high for sheriff

County 
health 
survey 

underway
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
The Lee County Health 
Department is looking for 
more surveys as part of 
a three-year reboot on a 
community health needs 
assessment and improve-
ment plan.

The LCHD in conjunc-
tion with Fort Madison 
Community Hospital and 
UnityPoint Health in Ke-
okuk, have posted a survey 
online and through social 
media to gauge county res-
ident’s thoughts on where 
focus should be placed 
with regards to health care 
needs.

The survey can be found 
on the Internet at https://
www.surveymonkey.
com/r/26FJGJY.

Michele Ross, the Com-
munity Health Program 
director at LCHD said 
the survey is intended for 

Gehle takes gold at paralympic junior nationals

BY PCC STAFF

FORT WAYNE, Ind. - A 2018 Fort Madison High 
School graduate earned a gold medal Wednesday at 
the junior national paralympic competitions in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.

Caleb Gehle, 18, of Fort Madison won the gold medal 
in the shot put at the Adaptive USA Junior Nationals 
on Wednesday morning. Then, after winning gold, 
Gehle went on to earn silver in the discus and in the 

javelin competitions.
The Fort Wayne event is the national paralympic 

competition for people under 23 and he earned the trip 
when he qualified in Indiana in April. In 2017 he went 
to Middleton, Wis., for the same event.

He will be racing in the 200-meter wheelchair race 
on Thursday and will finish up his events on Friday 
when he will race in the 100-meter and 400-meter chair 
races.

In an unexpected turn of events, Gehle met up with 
a group of racers from Minnesota who asked him to 
compete with them in the 4x100 meter relay. So Gehle 

2018 FMHS grad wins shot, 
takes silver in discus, javelin

See SURVEY, page 9

See GEHLE, page 6See KITCHEN, page 9
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

DEATH NOTICE

Nellie Ruth McVay, 91 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa 
died at 7:20 a.m. Wednesday, July 25, 2018 at the Don-
nellson Health Center, Donnellson, Iowa.  Arrange-
ments are pending at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort 
Madison.

NELLIE RUTH MCKAY
Fort Madison Fire & Rescue and Lee County EMS personnel tend to the victim of a one-ve-
hicle accident at the intersection of Avenue H and Sixth Street. The driver lost control and 
struck the embankment leading up to the tracks, deploying the airbags, and blocking the 
tracks halting train traffic for about an hour.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCAccident stops trains

Birth Announcement
RYKER HAHNBAUM

WEST BURLINGTON - Tiffani and Connen Hahn-
baum are proud to announce the birth of their son, 
Ryker Hahnbaum, on Wednesday, July 18, 2018, at the 
Great River Medical Center.

Grandparents are Mike and Tammy Wilson, of Fort 
Madison, Steve and Laura Hahnbaum, of Wapello, and 
Jackie Wirley, of Burlington.

The Pen City Current congratulates the family on 
this wonderful news.

http://www.grrwa.com
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For the Record/Scene Around Town

Visit one of our 
13 locations.

We’re guaranteed to 
have what your family 

needs in a bank.

Find a Branch
Click this ad to

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
7/24 MID-DAY

3 6 8
7/24 EVENING

1 2 7

7/24 MID-DAY
0 4 5 5

7/24 EVENING
6 9 2 5

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

7/24
1 2 4 19 29

Mega Ball: 20
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

7/24/2018 - 9:52 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a gas drive off 
in the 5000 block of Ave. O.
7/24/2018 - 11:08 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run 
in the 400 block of Ave. E.
7/24/2018 - 11:49 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2700 block of Ave. O.
7/24/2018 - 2:44 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft in 
the 11000 block of Ave. I.
7/24/2018 - 2:44 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a gas drive off 
in the 1700 block of Ave. H.

7/24/2018 - 4:14 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the 1900 block of Ave. H.
7/24/2018 - 5:54 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 2600 block of Ave. H.
7/24/2018 - 10:07 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jessica Jean Downey, 45, 
of Fort Madison, in the 4800 
block of River Valley Rd., 
on a charge of driving while 
barred. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail and released 
on promise to appear.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

7/25/2018 - 1:12 a.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Cresten Allen 
Downey, 39, of Mount 
Sterling, at the Sheriff’s 
office on a charge of failure 
to appear. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/25/2018 - 6:55 a.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Amy Lynn Bunker, 
33, of Wayland, Mo., at the 
Sheriff’s office, on a judg-
ment hold. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

07/24/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.

Chef for a 
day
Madeline Gobble, 
puts the last layer 
of meat sauce over 
freshly cooked 
raviolis Wednesday 
at the Elliott Test 
Kitchen. Gobble 
made lunch and 
snacks for about 
20 youth that were 
working on Lego 
Robotics for about 
three hours with 
Fort Madison 
teachers Krys and 
Jim Plate.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/resources/branch-atm-locator
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Classifieds

the classifieds

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Open your Eyes to a 
Bright New World 

with a Lash Lift

Uses your own eye lashes!

FREE Eye Brow Wax with 
your Lash Lift Service

expires June 30th, 2018

Friday, July 27
7:00 to 10:00

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

JOE SANFORD

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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FULL-TIME TELLER
Lee County Bank is looking for 
an outgoing person to join the 
LCB team as a full-time teller. 
Our ideal employee would have 
excellent customer service skills 
and previous teller or cash han-
dling experience. A high level of 
confidentiality and accuracy is 
required.

To apply, please email
your resume to

kshacklett@leecountybank.com 
by Friday, July 27th. 

Lee County Bank is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

ServiceMaster Cleaning and 
Restoration has immediate 
openings for the following 
positions: 

DISASTER
RESTORATION

$12.00 P/H Starting Wage
Days and Hours Vary
Water/Fire Restoration, Car-
pet Cleaning and General 
Cleaning

JANITORIAL
Working within different ac-
counts, days/ hours/ areas 
vary

Applications available at the 
Fort Madison office or email 
AmandaH@smclrr.com for 
more information.

Attend our Hiring Extrava-
ganza for on-site interviews.

Thursday, July 26th
2:00pm - 5:00pm

ServiceMaster Cleaning
and Restoration
1502 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Advertise
your service

business

1 Month 
Only $2500

2x2 Business Card 
Size Ad

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

the classifieds

Place your ad
online 24/7

CURRENT-LEE

FORT MADISON - The following is a list of events in and around north Lee 
County as submitted to Pen City Current.

LCHD Immunization Clinic
The Lee County Health Department will hold a children’s immunization clinic on 

Thursday, July 26  at LCHD’s facility on John Bennett Drive from noon to 5:30. The 
clinic is open to children with no insurance, those insured by Iowa Medicaid/MCO) 
or those with private insurance that doesn’t cover vaccines. Call 319-372-5225 with 
questions.

Old Settler’s Summer Concert Series
“Richie Lee and the Fabulous 50’s on Friday, July 27th when the Pork Producers 

will be ready to serve you at 5 pm at the Old Settler’s Park in Fort Madison.
Kensington Cheese Cake Sale
The Kensington in Fort Madison is now taking orders for cheesecake jars to raise 

funds for its Relay for Life team. The 16 oz. cheesecake jars are available through 
Friday for delivery or carryout by calling 319-372-4233 or by message on The Kens-
ington Facebook page.

CAMP WANNAMORRA
The Fort Madison YMCA will be holding a four-day camp focusing on basic life 

skills, safe use of social media, peer problem solving and basic cooking for area 
youth ages 11 to 15 years old. Cost of the camp is $100 for members, $125 for non 
members and runs from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. daily. To register contact the YMCA at 319-
372-2403.

Siemens Gamesa Blood Drive
Thursday, July 26 from 6:30am - 8:30am OR 11:30am - 3:30pm
MVRBC Donor Bus - 2597 Hwy 61. To donate, call Susan Beckman at (319) 463-

2184.

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To 
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

will be competing in that event on Friday as well.
Gehle competed in several events at the State Track meet in Des Moines this year, 

including a 5th-place finish in the shot put and sixth place finishes in three wheel 
chair races.

After a short return trip home, Gehle and his family will be headed to Barcelona, 
Spain where he will compete in the Cerebral Palsy World Games from Aug. 5th-
12th.

The Pen City Current will have a full recap of Gehle’s performance for the week 
when the junior nationals conclude on Friday.

GEHLE - Continued from Page 1

Gehle prepping now for 
World Games in Barcelona

Conrad has been a wonderful Soda Jerk at Megan’s Old Fashion Ice Cream Parlor. 
He is so loved by the children with his wonderful personality. He also has brought 
back a lot of memories for so many who remember the good old days. His creativity 
in designing many different sodas and ice cream sundaes will be missed. So stop 
down on Saturday, and show your appreciation and well wishes to Conrad. This 
will be a fun day for all who attend!

Open House for 
Conrad Hellman

Saturday, July 28th

All special sundaes
10% off

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

mailto:kshacklett@leecountybank.com
mailto:AmandaH@smclrr.com
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Tri-State

rodeo
September 5-8, 2018

Fort Madison, IA

71st annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Wed., Sept. 5
CINCH Shootout

The best cowboys
in the country competing for

$120,000
in prize money

Thur., Sept. 6
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake McVey

Country Artist

Fri., Sept. 7
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Randy Houser
Country Singer Songwriter

Sat., Sept. 8
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake Owen
AMA Award Winner

Don’t miss
Stumptown

every night in the Coors Party Pavilion

following the rodeo competition

& national music acts

http://www.tristaterodeo.org


5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 26 Jul

Light Rain
High – 76.4º F | Low – 63.4º F

FRI 27 Jul

Few Clouds
High– 74.5º F | Low –59.9º F

SAT 28 Jul

Light Rain
High– 77.8º F | Low – 59.9º F

SUN 29 Jul

Light Rain
High – 80.6º F | Low – 67.1º F

MON 30 Jul

Heavy Rain
High– 77.2º F | Low – 65.4º F

OpenWeatherMap
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Area News/Weather

 

 

 

 

Flavors available 

Apple streusel 
Red velvet 

Chocolate chip 
cherry   

The Kensington Relay for Life 
Celebrate National Cheesecake Day by supporting a good cause 

and purchasing our homemade cheesecake jars. 

Available for carry-out or delivery on July Thirtieth. 

 

 

Pre-Order today by calling (319)372-4233, or 
on Fort Madison Kensington Facebook page, or 

just stop in at 2210 Avenue H, Fort Madison, IA. 
 

taste 16 Ounces of our silky,  
Delicious Cheesecake For $5   

 

Pre-orders taken until 
Friday, July twenty seventh. 

the prices of the meals would go to $2.03 per meal, at a 
minimum, to pay for the upgrade of the kitchen. Lower 
inmate populations, again, would result in a higher per 
meal rate.

“I talked with John yesterday, I’m disappointed in how 
much the expense would be to put the kitchen in,” Weber 
said. “There’s another avenue we could take if we want to 
move forward and that’s the expansion area next to the 
kitchen. In reality, if we changed that into a cell block area 
we’d probably only get about four cells in there anyway, so 
as far as actually making a difference in space for inmates, 
it really doesn’t do that much for us.”

The expansion area Weber was referring to is a partially 
finished 300 ft by 300 ft room with a garage door, that 
was originally planned to be used for jail expansion when 
and if needed. But Weber said a better cell expansion area 
would be the swing-dorm area where sex offenders are 
currently kept. Weber said that space would probably be 
enough to add room for 12 more inmates.

The new kitchen would require a grease reclamation 
and venting systems that would require heavy renovations 
including going through two roofs in the current kitchen 
and concrete floors to the sanitary sewer underneath for 
the grease reclaimer. The alternative location only has a 
single roof and part of the floor is still gravel with the san-
itary sewer lines less than two feet underground, which 
Hansen said would be substantially easier and cheaper to 
deal with.

Supervisor chair Don Hunold told Weber and Hansen 
to have some contractors come in and give an accurate 
bid for the work in the alternative area.

Weber also talked to the board about funding the proj-
ect with revenues received from housing inmates from 
other counties. He said currently the county is receiving 
upwards of $20,000 a month from Henry and Des Moines 
counties for housing inmates from those areas.

“We have their back, because they’ve had ours, but I 
would prefer whatever money we spend on this we let 
Des Moines and Henry County pay for because we’re 
making this income from holding their inmates,” Weber 
said. “If we haven’t done so, lets set that money aside to 
pay for it. That’s around $20,000 a month.”

County Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said Wednes-
day that the county does have a revenue line in the sher-
iff ’s budget for the incoming revenue from other counties. 

But she said that revenue goes over the general fund. 
Weber cited Iowa Code 356.7 to the supervisors which 
indicates that 60% of all revenue from housing inmates 
whether local or state or federal has to be earmarked for 
jail expenses in the county that received the revenue.

“I’ll have to get with him and work on that because, 
when he says it - his revenues don’t cover his budget,” 
Renstrum said on Wednesday.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked Weber at Tuesday’s 
meeting, what he thought would happen with the inmate 
population trends.

Weber said he thinks the business from Henry County 
is going to end because they’ve broken ground on a new 
jail, which would be up and running in about a year and 
half.

“But I think the Des Moines County board is pretty sat-
isfied the way things are going now. That’s how I interpret 
their outlook on this. I think they’ve had one or two bond 
issues that weren’t successful,” Weber said.

Supervisor Ron Fedler said he agreed with Weber that 
the money for housing other counties’ inmates should 
stay with the jail. Fedler told Weber and Hansen that he 
thought having a contractor come in give a solid bid on 
the project is the best way to go.

“I like your idea of getting contractors to come in and 
get estimates and then we’ll have a more accurate idea of 
costs instead of trying to do it ourselves and then contrac-
tors come in with a lot higher amount, which has hap-
pened in the past,” Fedler said.

Weber wants out-of-county inmate 
revenues to pay for kitchen

KITCHEN - Continued from Page 1 a wide range of county 
residents including high 
school students.

“We take care of ev-
erybody in the county, 
so everyone’s opinion is 
welcome in this.”

She said the assessment 
used to be done every five 
years by the health de-
partment but the hospitals 
are required to do it every 
three years so LCHD 
aligned with them to get a 
more comprehensive look 
at the needs.

“It just makes sense 
when you look at the gobs 
and gobs of data that we 
have to go through to do 
this all together,” Ross 
said. “It’s very important 
because we want to know 
what people throughout 
the county think are the 
health care needs of the 
county.”

Some of the programs 
that have been born out of 
the assessment include the 
Live Health Lee County 
Initiative and another 
task force that looked at 
transportation needs in the 
county.

The survey will remain 
open until Aug. 31 and 
Ross said although 850 
surveys have already been 
completed, the county 
had set a target of 1,000 
surveys. The link became 
live earlier this summer 
and LCHD staff has been 
working at senior health 
fairs and other clinics and 

interactions to direct peo-
ple to the survey. She said 
the last assessment drew 
about 750 responses.

Both hospitals also use 
the data to program their 
facilities.

Ross in previous as-
sessments residents have 
identified such issues as 
mental health, obesity, 
chronic health problems, 
and promoting healthy be-
haviors as important issues 
in the county.

“It’s the residents way 
of giving their input of 
needs. We will be looking 
at what the people feel 
are our biggest needs and 
what kind of impact we 
can make with the priori-
ties coming out strongest,” 
she said. “Basically we just 
want community input. 
We hope to have targeted 
focus groups and when we 
go to senior health clinics 
we do some things in per-
son and then we tell them 
about the survey monkey.”

Once the data has been 
received and poured 
through, Ross said a large 
meeting will be held to pri-
oritize the responses and 
make a plan of action.

“Once we determine 
what our needs are, we’ll 
have a large meeting and 
prioritize,” she said. “We’ll 
probably narrow it down 
to three focus areas. When 
you do five or six goals, 
that focus tends to get too 
wide.

Survey will help plan 
with county goals

SURVEY - Continued from Page 1

“We have their backs because 
they’ve had ours, but I’d prefer what-
ever money we spend on this we let 
Des Moines and Henry County pay 
for because we’re making this in-
come from holding their inmates.

     -Stacy Weber,
    Lee County Sheriff

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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