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BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Four-term Lee County 
Supervisor Rick Larkin 
announced Monday that 
he will be running for 
another 4-year term on 
the board.

The former Fort Madi-
son City councilman and 
30-year employee of the 
Iowa State Penitentiary 
said he wants to continue 
working on economic 
development and law 
enforcement issues in the 
county.

    “I would like to see 
us continue funding the 
Lee County Economic 
Development Group 
because that whole group 
has been pretty success-
ful,” Larkin said. “They’re 
doing additional funding 
out in the communities 
of the county. But those 
businesses and industries 
are looking at this as a 

public/private partner-
ship and that’s help bring 
entities like Siemens, the 
Iowa Fertilizer Co., and 
the Mills Group here.”

He said the big issue 
facing the county right 

now is 
the state’s 
economy 
and how 
that’s going 
to impact 
the county’s 
budget.

    “The 
big question right now 
is if the state’s going to 
keep making payments in 
place of the commercial 
property tax that they 
rolled back in 2013,” he 
said. “Thus far they’ve 
been keeping those pay-
ments in here, but there 
is talk now that they’re 
not going to backfill 
that. If the state passes 
that law, then we have to 
make up the difference 
and we’re going to have 
to go back and look at 

Larkin to seek 
fourth full term

LARKIN

Backfill bill getting mixed local reactions
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A proposed bill that would 
phase out payments to counties for commercial and 
industrial tax replacements is getting mixed reactions 
from area agency budget officials.

Senate File 2081 could potentially cut $176,000 in 
property tax revenues from the budgets of the Lee 
County Board of Supervisors, Fort Madison Com-
munity School District, and the city of Fort Madison 
combined in the next budget year beginning July 1.

Other county public schools and governmental 
agencies would also lose property tax dollars in the 

cut.
The bill calls for a 1/3 cut in repayments based 

on last year’s projected “backfill”  in the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2018. The issue is that most of the 
budgets will likely be certified prior to the new backfill 
rates going into effect, if the bill is signed by Gov. Kim 
Reynolds. Reynolds had indicated in her Condition 
of the State address that she wanted to fulfill the state’s 
obligations to the program.

In 2013, the state rolled back commercial and in-
dustrial property tax rates to encourage growth in the 
state, and then offered to backfill county coffers with 
payments throughout the year to offset the reduced 
property tax revenue.

Lee County Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said 
if the bill is signed the county will lose about $90,000. 
The county was projected to receive $287,597 in 2018. 
Under the new bill, the county is projected to receive 
$197,606 in the fiscal year starting July 1, a budget 
that was approved by supervisors last week. In fiscal 
year 2020, that number would be further reduced to 
$98,803 and that would be the last year for the pay-
ments.

“That will just eat into the balance we’re carrying 
next year,” Renstrom said. “We would eventually have 
to look at cutting expenses out of people’s budgets to 

Fort Madison’s Jim Lair, who’s lived in the district for 71 years, talks with Fort Madison 
Community School District Superintendent at Monday night’s bond referendum forum at 
Lincoln Elementary School. The school is looking to build a $30 million prek-3 school on the 
campus off Bluff Road. The average cost to a homeowner with a $75,000 assessed home 
would be .97/$1000 or about $2.98 per month, according to literature from the district. 
School district Board President Tim Wondra is at Lair’s right.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See BUDGETS, page 5

Third time around

Granaman is FMAAA’s March exhibitor
BY BRIAN RIGGS

Fort Madison Area Artist Association

Jerry Granaman has been a photographer since the 
mid-1970s in Ft. Madison. Needless to say, technolo-
gy has greatly altered the components of that medium 
of expression. New large-scale works ON CANVAS 

from Jerry are on display all month of March. A 
reception occurs for the artist on March 9th from 
5:00-7:00pm. He will offer 10% off canvas purchases 
during the reception. He is also gifting a work enti-
tled “Oak Alley” as a 50/50 raffle with proceeds to 

See PHOTOS, page 2 See LARKIN, page 5
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Ark Encounter
& CREATION MUSEUM

Join Trailways Travel as we head east for this one-of-a-kind experience! 
Prepare to be amazed as we explore this life-sized reconstruction of 
Noah’s Ark and the Creation Museum. We’ll also visit the Newport 

Aquarium on the Levee as well as the Garden of Hope. 

Trailways Travel is now taking reservations for our 2018 Wrigley Field tours! 
For a full list of available games, and to make reservations 

visit us online at www.TrailwaysTravel.com
or give us a call M-F between 8:30 and 5:00

APRIL 24-27, 2018

To view a full day-by-day detailed itinerary, please visit us online at
www.TrailwaysTravel.com

TOUR INCLUDES:
Tour includes: 
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach    
  Transportation
• On-board Friendly Host
• 3 Nights Hotel Accommodations
• 6 Meals (3B, 1L, 2D)

• Ark Encounter Admission
• Newport Aquarium Admission
• Creation Museum Admission
• Garden of Hope Admission
Single- $815 per person
Double - $590 per person
$15 club membership discount

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

www.TrailwaysTravel.com

Chicago Cubs 2018
Wrigley Field // Chicago, IL

CURRENT-LEE

Spring vendor show coming to Fort 
Madison

FORT MADISON - Spring Vendor Show, Saturday, March 10th, 9am–1pm, Roling 
Hall, 2217 Ave. I, Ft. Madison. Featuring 16 Vendors. Bake sale items will be avail-
able for sale from the Holy Family Parish BFF group

FORT MADISON - A 5K run/walk will be held on April 7 at 
Baxter Sports Complex beginning at 8 p.m. Proceeds from the 
event will go to the Elliott Test Kitchen in Fort Madison. The 
event is being put on by Fort Madison service clubs including 
Fort Madison Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary clubs as well as the Fort 
Madison High School key club. Registration can be done at www.pencitycurrent.
com/glo-crazy/.

Glo Crazy for Education run set for 
April 7

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To 
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

Photo courtesy FMAAA

benefit PAWS/FMAAA. The winner will be pulled at the Lunch-ala-Art program 
on March 30th at noon. Need not be present to win and tickets will be available at 
PAWS and FMAAA gallery. Mobile Nursing Services is the sponsor for the exhibi-
tion.

Granaman scribes his way, “I am a self-taught fine art and landscape photogra-
pher, developing my craft for over four decades. I have been published in maga-
zines, books, and newspapers and shown in galleries in Iowa, Illinois, and Louisi-
ana, as well as selling internationally. Although I do both, I still prefer black and 
white over color, currently I have been working on infra-red and long exposure 
photography. I am always striving to improve my art form. This gallery showing 
will include several new pieces not previously shown.”

Jerry was a strong photographer when the work involvement was oh so much 
more difficult. The days of mixing chemicals, dodging and burning, hanging film 
in windowless spaces are gone. Technology has even eliminated the cost of ex-
posing bad shots on film rolls for the amateurs. Now anyone capturing a decent 
sunset fancies themselves a photographer. In fact, no medium has grown more in 
participation over the last decade at FMAAA.

However you still have to develop your eye, sense of timing, and ability to pick 
subject matter with attention to lighting values involved. Photoshop execution has 
taken over the driving to past darkroom techniques. Jerry prefers the natural shot 
on tripod, but has begun utilizing more computer software techniques, working 
with 256 Shades of Gray, which allows for subtle stimulation of the gray values.

I myself remember when the digital age of cameras transpired, all the darkroom 
photographers threatened to rebel and not show amongst digital photography 
tricks. Yet know all of them have transformed to the new way (or passed away, 
which unfavorably speaks to my age). The ability to mat and frame for yourself is 
still a needed skill for showings. However, new middleman printers on the Inter-
net allow you to portray your finished image on canvas, wood, even metal. Jerry 
has went with large-scales images on canvas, which most definitely have a monu-
mental type effect in shadowbox frames. Perfect décor for a waiting room!

Jerry continues to transform and extend his skill level on photography over 
decades. He has taught many photographers in Ft. Madison with classes at 
FMAAA. He is always willing to share knowledge with new shutterbugs. Check 
out ON CANVAS during FMAAA business hours Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm 
and open late for music lessons Wed-Thur til 7pm. FMAAA is Marching Forward 
this month with Expressions Art Auction occurring on March 24th at Comfort 
Inn & Suites at 6:30. The popular Pick-Your-Own vacation raffle is available once 
again by the Marshall Family. Event and raffle tickets available at FMAAA gallery, 
Lost Duck Brewery, and FMAAA Board Members: Angela Sodey, Teresa Dearing, 
Becky Carlsen, Mary Brockman, Coni Graber, Linda Marshall, Kathy McCrack-
en, George & Mary Ann Gaudette, Gary & Anna Grinstead, Cindy Roberts, Jerry 
Granaman, Mio Santiago, Dorothy Kramer, Dr. Tim Benson, Pam Strunk, and 
Kelly Peters.

PHOTOS - Continued from Page 1

Reception planned for 
Friday at the art center

https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/The-Great-Ark-Encounter-Creation-Museum-2018
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/glo-crazy/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/glo-crazy/
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

www.drmarkdds.com
Schedule your appointment today.

We Think You Should

SMILE MORE!
We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile

so you can share it with the world.

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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5 17 23 35 42 
Lucky Ball: 12

3/5 MID-DAY
1 3 9

3/5 EVENING
6 8 4

3/5 MID-DAY
2 6 7 6

3/5 EVENING
1 5 7 3

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report
03/02/18 – 2:35 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of burglary in the 
1900 block of Avenue I.
03/02/18 – 1:52 p.m.  – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 3000 block of Avenue N.
03/02/18 – 6:24 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a property damage accident in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.
03/02/18 – 7:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of burglary in the 
1900 block of Avenue I.
03/02/18 – 7:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a shoplifter in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
03/02/18 – 7:40 p.m.  – Fort 
Madison Police arrested a 
12 year-old male juvenile in 
the 2400 block of Avenue E 
on a charge of interference 
with official acts. He was 
detained and later released 
to an adult relative.
03/03/18 – 11:28 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
1100 block of 22nd Street.
03/03/18 – 3:58 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 

1200 block of 20th Street.
03/04/18 – 3:54 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a property damage 
accident in the alley of the 
1500 block of Avenue H.
03/04/18 – 7:17 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1200 block of Avenue H.
03/04/18 – 7:20 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a hit & run in the 
1500 block of Avenue G.
03/04/18 – 11:47 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a property damage accident 
in the 800 block of Avenue E.
03/04/18 – 12:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 400 block of Avenue A.
0304/18 – 2:17 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 800 block of Avenue E.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report
03/02/18 - 2:30 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Loyal Gregory 
Gundrum, 48, of Burlington, 
at the Des Moines County 
Jail on a warrant for judgment 
hold. He was held in custody.
03/02/18 - 2:40 p.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kandice Marie 
Warner, 29, of Burlington at 
the sheriff’s office on a warrant 
for failure to appear. She 
was taken to the Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
03/03/18 - 6:09 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jordin Rod Dale 
Snowden, 24, of Montrose at 
the sheriff’s office on warrants 
for domestic abuse and a felon 
in control of a firearm and child 
endangerment-bodily injury. 
He was released on bond.
03/03/18 - 6:10 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested a 14-year-old 
female from Burlington at 
the Southeast Iowa Juvenile 
Detention Center on a charge 
of assault with injury to a law 
enforcement officer/other. She 
is being held at the juvenile 
detention center pending court.
03/03/18 - 8:44 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brittany Nicole 
Tilley, 31, of Warsaw, Ill., 
on Main Street in Keokuk, 
on a warrant for 3rd-degree 
burglary. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and 
released on her recognizance.
03/03/18 - 11:13 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Austin James Corwin, 
22, of Fort Madison in the 3100 
block of Hwy 61, on a charge 
of carrying a weapon while in-
toxicated. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released 
on his own recognizance.
03/04/18 - 9:16 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Megan Jean O’Day, 
25, of Keokuk, in the 800 block 
Ridge Street in Keokuk, on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
She was taken to Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
03/05/18 - 6:10 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Aaron David Bes-
sine, 28, at the sheriff’s 
office on three warrants 
for failure to appear. He 
was released on bond.
03/03/18 - 6:43 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident near the intersection 
of Hwys. 61 and 16. A vehicle 
driven by Michael Adam 
Hanna, 34, of Fort Madison 
struck a deer that ran onto the 
highway. A female passenger 
was taken to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital for 
evaluation. No other injuries 
or citations were issued.
All persons in these listings 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report
03/03/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls and 
a burn permit issue.
03/04/18 - Fort Madison fire-
fighters responded to five med-
ical calls and faulty detector.

Submitted article

WASHINGTON  – Congressman Dave Loebsack an-
nounced today that high school students in the Iowa’s 
Second Congressional District may now begin to sub-
mit their original artwork to be considered for the 2018 
Congressional Art Competition. The annual competi-

tion is hosted by the United States House 
of Representatives to recognize talented 
young artists from across the nation. 
The winning student from each district 
is invited to Washington, D.C. to attend 
a reception held in their honor and will 
have his or her artwork displayed in the 
U.S. Capitol for one year. The deadline 

for entries to be received is April 13th.
    “Year after year, the vast amount of talent that 

Iowa’s students display continues to amaze me. The 
creativity of our talented young artists demonstrates 
that the arts are thriving in Iowa,” said Loebsack. For a 
young artist, having your artwork displayed in the U.S. 
Capitol is quite a remarkable accomplishment. I look 
forward to seeing this year’s entries and meeting the 
winning student.”

Once again, to make the contest as easy as possible 
and open to as many students as possible, this year’s 
winner will be chosen by the public through an online 
vote. Details on how to submit art work are available 
by clicking here to visit Loebsack’s website. All entries 
must be received no later than Friday, April, 13th 
at 5:00pm CDT. The artist of the winning piece will 
receive two round trip tickets to Washington, D.C. to 
attend the reception and unveiling of their artwork in 
the Capitol (all other expenses must be covered by the 
winner). For additional details about the competition, 
students or teachers should contact David Leshtz at 
319-351-0789 or by email at David.leshtz@mail.house.
gov.

Congress opens 
2018 high school 

art contest

LOEBSACK

http://www.fmchosp.com
https://loebsack.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Art_Contest_Submission_List_2018.pdf
https://loebsack.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Art_Contest_Submission_List_2018.pdf
mailto:David.leshtz@mail.house.gov
mailto:David.leshtz@mail.house.gov
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From the Front

We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org

Larkin reappointed to Mental Health Risk board
LARKIN - Continued from Page 1

our budget and we may be looking at cutting programs 
and that could mean the LCEDG funding or other 
services.”

He was first elected to the seat in 2004 for a two-year 
term and then has been re-elected for three consecutive 
terms in 2006, 2010, and 2014. Larkin said the county 
has done a decent job of controlling spending while 
providing much-needed services to the residents.

    “We have been able to stabilize our tax asking for 
the past three years. Our tax rate has not gone up and 
we’ve been able to live with what we’ve budgeted. We’ve 
had to take some out of our carryover the past couple 
of years, but if can we slowly reduce the amount we 
need to get out of there we should be ok... but there’s so 
much looming out there right now including this big 
tax reduction bill.”

The legislature is proposing a tax cut bill that could 
slash up to $1.2 billion annually from state coffers with 
hopes that growth and tax on online purchases will 
make up the difference. The proposal has drawn the 
ire of many including public school districts and most 
Democrats in Des Moines.

Larkin said he’s always been a proponent of transpar-
ency in government.

    “I believe in open and transparent government. I 
welcome every citizen to attend our meetings or give 
me a call and voice your opinions. Democracy works 
better if we all participate. When you consider the 

corrosive environment in our federal and state politics, 
it’s great to work with solid, dedicated board mem-
bers. While we may not always agree on the issues, we 
respect each other and do our best to represent the 
people we serve.”

Prior to being elected as a supervisor, Larkin served 
in the Iowa House representing Fort Madison in the 
legislature. He was also elected to the Fort Madison 
City Council and has served on many volunteer and 
civic organizations including the Elks Club, Kiwanis, 
Knights of Columbus, Holy Family Catholic Parish, 
Pre-Rodeo Pancake Breakfast, Mental Health Risk Pool, 
and many other groups and organizations.

Larkin was just re-appointed last week by the gov-
ernor to serve on the Mental Health Risk Pool state 
board.

    “I was appointed to that in 2009 through the Iowa 
State Association of Counties,” he said. “I believe there 
are nine members on that board and four of them are 
active supervisors. What we do is if there is carryover 
at the end of the fiscal year in mental health funds then 
it is referred to that board and they make awards to 
counties that run into trouble funding mental health 
programs.”

The board didn’t have much money to award after the 
state adopted a regional mental health structure, but 
he said this year may be different considering all the 
changes going on at the state level.

In a release put out by Larkin on Monday he said he 
was also interested in keeping a focus on law enforce-
ment.

    “I support the efforts of the Board of Supervisors to 
improve law enforcement in Lee County. We have in-
creased the number of deputies patrolling Lee County 
roads and the number of correctional officers working 
in our jail. Soon we will be enacting security measures 
to protect our county workers and the public in county 
buildings.”

If another Democrat were to run for the seat, a 
primary would take place in June prior to the general 
election in November. Larkin said he’s not aware of 
anyone else running for the seat at this time.

“I believe in open and transparent 
government. I welcome every citizen 

to attend our meetings or give me
a call and voice your opinions.

Democracy works better
if we all participate.”

 -Rick Larkin
Lee County Board of Supervisors

cover it.”
Lee County Auditor 

Denise Fraise said the 
county has only received 
about $242,000 of the 
$287,597 projected.

Fort Madison Peggy 
Steffensmeier said City 
Manager David Varley 
sniffed out that this may 
be coming so they only 

entered 75% of last year’s 
backfill payments into 
the budget. With the bill 
calling for only 2/3 of the 
previous year’s payments 
for the upcoming fiscal 
year, the city is looking 
at about an additional 
$10,000 in lost payments, 
if they got all the pay-
ments they were sched-

uled to get.
“This budget we didn’t 

budget hardly any be-
cause David said there 
was no guarantee on it,” 
Steffensmeier said. “We 
talked about it and heard 
(the state’s) budget sce-
nario and thought maybe 
we shouldn’t do this.”

She said the city re-

ceived about $96,300 in 
the 2016-17 fiscal year 
and the city only budget-
ed $73,850 this year. At 
66% the city would an-
ticipate getting $63,558, 
which is $32,742 less 
than last year.  She said 
the most the city ever 
received was $109,700 in 
the 2015-16 fiscal year. 
The city’s general fund 
budget is close to $6.3 

million.
Sandy Elmore, the Fort 

Madison School District 
business manager said 
the district would lose 
up to about $54,000 at a 
66% reimbursement, but 
she said in some cases the 
district doesn’t get all the 
projected payments from 
the state.

“What you have to 
remember is that the state 

will allow us to levy for 
that money, so it could 
go back on the property 
taxpayers.”

The Iowa State Associ-
ation of Counties issued 
a statement last week 
opposing the measure.

“SF 2081 would phase 
out those reimburse-
ments over three years, 

BUDGETS - Continued from Page 1

City sniffed out potential cuts; budget would take $10K hit

See COUNTIES, page 7

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://tkef.org/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
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             1135 Ave. E • Wednesday - Saturday 5:00pm

Saturday, March 10th

Flash in the Pan

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE

HTC Foundation
DEVELOPMENT

DIRECTOR
The Holy Trinity Catholic 
Schools Foundation Board is 
looking to hire a Development 
Director. This individual will 
work with the Board to grow 
the assets managed by the 
Foundation. Email resumes 
to Brian Foecke at bjfoecke@
ft.nyl.com. Resumes are due 
by March 15th.

ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR

Holy Trinity Catholic Early 
Childhood Center is seeking 
an Assistant Director for their 
Ft. Madison Center.

This is a year round clerical 
and administrative role - full 
time during the school year, 
part time during the summer. 
Benefits eligible.

The position requires strong 
organizational and interper-
sonal skills. A college degree 
is preferred.

Please contact
Stefanie Drollinger at 

stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org

or 319-372-6428
for application information.

BE PART OF A 
WINNING TEAM

New Dimensions is looking 
for motivated team members 
to add to our friendly and pro-
fessional team. We are look-
ing for a full-time stylist who 
is looking for a new place to 
call home.

With a 35 year proven track 
record, quality products, and 
an easygoing, relaxed atmo-
sphere, New Dimensions is 
the perfect place to express 
your creativity and be part of 
a winning team.

In this role you will be work-
ing in a positive environment 
with professional staff who 
have expansive knowledge 
in the industry.

If you have the essential re-
quirements and would like to 
seize this great opportunity, 
please call 319-372-6291 or 
stop in at 1736 Ave. G in Fort 
Madison.

SALES
SUPERHERO 

WANTED

Pen City Current has an ex-
citing opportunity in media 
sales available for a cus-
tomer service maniac who is 
goal-oriented and creative, 
with a strong drive to suc-
ceed. Prior sales and media 
experience is a plus, but not 
necessary. Must be Inter-
net and social media savvy, 
as well as highly computer 
literate. If you love working 
with people and thinking out-
side the box, this opportunity 
could be perfect for you!

Pen City Current offers a fun, 
rewarding, and family-like 
working environment with 
lots of flexibility. Our mission 
is to help our customers suc-
ceed while providing #Hyper-
LocalSuperFresh content for 
our readers 24/7. If you’re 
interested in learning more, 
shoot us an email, message 
us on Facebook, or DM us on 
Twitter.

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all 
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges 
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint 
and carpet. Located at the 
corner of 15th street and Ave 
E (large white building – the 
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Also have a Hair Salon 
space available. Call 319-
470-8711.

ADVERTISE
in a

brand new 
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://themadison.biz/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:bjfoecke@ft.nyl.com
mailto:bjfoecke@ft.nyl.com
mailto:stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org
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Like us on Facebook

Your one-stop shop for
Full Service Auto Repair

535 Avenue G • Fort Madison
(319) 372-2478 • www.griffinmuffler.com

M-TH 7:30am – 5:30pm; F 7:30am – 5:00pm

Savin’   Green‘o the

Every day is your lucky day at Griffin’s!

Enjoy these free benefits: ASE certified technicians, 24 month, 24K mile warranty,
free shuttle service, waiting area with free WiFi, same day service on most repairs

Griffin Gratitude Card CarCare One Card

Your Griffin Gratitude Card
entitles you to earn 5% back

on all invoices, excluding sales tax,
good toward future purchases.

$10 OFFAny oil change
*For faster service, please call ahead 

for an appointment. Cannot combine 

with any other offer.
Limited time only.

Alignment Special

$9995

Most cars/light trucks. See store for 
details. Cannot be combined with any 

other offers. Limited time only.

Service includes:
Computerized Alignment

Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection

Get Acquainted 
Offer

$25 OFF
Any repair or
maintenance service
$250 or more

$50 OFF
Any repair or
maintenance service
$500 or more

$75 OFF
Any repair or
maintenance service
$750 or more

Cannot combine with any other offers. Excludes tires 
and batteries. One time use only. Limited time only.

Earn 6 months same as cash on 
purchases of $199 or more when you 

use your CarCare One Card.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 06 Mar

Light snow
High – 37.7º F | Low – 30.0º F

WED 07 Mar

Light snow
High– 30.3º F | Low – 23.8º F

THU 08 Mar

Light Snow
High– 30.9º F | Low – 26.0º F

FRI 09 Mar

Light Snow
High – 36.6º F | Low – 22.7º F

SAT 10 Mar

Clear Skies
High– 38.4º F | Low – 23.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

KEOKUK - The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 
reports the arrest of a Keokuk, Iowa man on a misde-
meanor drug charge.

Gregory Alan Meierotto, 50, of 906 Palean Street, 
Keokuk, Iowa was arrested on March 
1st, 2018 at his residence on a mis-
demeanor drug charge. Meierotto is 
charged with maintaining a drug house, 
an aggravated misdemeanor. If convict-
ed, Meierotto faces up to 2 years in a 
state correctional facility.

The arrest of Meierotto stems from an 
investigation by the Lee County Narcotics Task Force 
into allegations that he was involved in the use and/
or distribution of illegal narcotics in the Lee County 

area. A search warrant was served in connection to 
this investigation and items that support the charge 
were discovered.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Keokuk Police 
Department, Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa Divi-
sion of Narcotics Enforcement, and the 8th Judicial 
District of Probation and Parole assisted the Lee 
County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent until and un-
less proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Department of Justice and the funds 
administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy.

Task force busts Keokuk drug house

MEIEROTTO

leaving counties with a $29 million loss of revenue per 
year. Because fiscal year 2019 budgets are currently 
being finalized, counties may have to make drastic 
cuts to services if the state reimbursement is reduced,” 
according to a prepared statement from the group.

“It’s unfortunate the legislature is considering start-
ing the phase-out of the backfill after most counties 
and cities have published their final budgets for FY 
2019. County officials I’ve talked to don’t understand 
why the legislature would knowingly take an action 
that could put either the county budget or services in 
a precarious position. Our members would urge the 
legislature to follow the leadership of Governor Reyn-
olds, fund the backfill for FY 2019, and then work 
with local officials to put a plan in place that meets 
both the state’s budgetary constraints in future years 
and local governments’ obligations to meet the service 
needs of their citizens,” stated Bill Peterson, Executive 
Director of the Iowa State Association of Counties.

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison’s Abby Steffens-
meier took 3rd place in the 25-yard breaststroke at the 
state girls YMCA swim meet held Saturday. Swim-
ming in the 8 & under division Steffensmeier also 
took 11th place in the 50-yard freestyle. Mia Mason 
took 10th in that division in the 50-yard freestyle.

In the 11 and 12-year-old division, Elliott Dostalek 
earned 15th place in the 50-yard backstroke, while 
Jordyn Boyer came in 21st place in the 50-yard breast-
stroke and 30th in the 50-yard freestyle swim.

Steffensmeier 
takes 3rd at YMCA 

girls state meet

COUNTIES - Continued from Page 5

Counties assocation 
wants state to follow 
Gov. Reynolds’ plan

mailto:bjfoecke@ft.nyl.com
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This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, 
too! Here are just a few of the ways you can help:

• Properly dispose of your household hazardous 
waste materials, construction debris, & electronic 
waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products
• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle
• Check our website for proper disposal methods, 

acceptable materials, & more

Spring Cleaning
Keep it green!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

OBITUARIES

HELEN NEUWEGSTEPHEN HENRY BEIMER
Stephen Henry Beimer, 90, of Ft. Madison passed away at 3:45 AM on Sunday, 

March 04, 2018 at The Madison.
He was born on June 3, 1927 in Ft. Madison to Stephen and 

Caroline Merschman Beimer.  On June 30, 1949 he married Ei-
leen Holtkamp in Houghton, and she passed away on November 
16, 1999.  He was a member of Sacred Heart Church, the Knights 
of Columbus and the Newberry Center.  Steve graduated as 
Valedictorian from Catholic Central High School.  He was drafted 
towards the end of WWII and assigned to the Army Signal Corps 
and served in the United States and Edmon-
ton, Alberta, Canada.  After the service he 
joined his father in the plumbing business 

until his father retired in 1968.  He then formed a partnership 
with his brother Kenny and became a master plumber and 
worked another twenty-two years until his retirement.  He served a term on the 
City Plumbing Board, the building and grounds committee of the Catholic school 
system and Sacred Heart Church.  Steve enjoyed spending time with his family, 
music, dancing, playing cards and was a skilled woodworker.

Survivors include three sons, Dale Beimer of Ft. Madison, Iowa,  Bill (Jody) 
Beimer of Pleasant Hill, Iowa and Randy (significant other Linda Starcevich) 
Beimer of Muscatine, Iowa; four daughters, Shirley (Danny) West of Donnellson, 
Iowa, Barb (Tim) Melloy of Grundy Center, Iowa, Joyce (Greg) Dana of Clive, 
Iowa and Diane (John) Holtz of St. Joseph, Missouri; fifteen grandchildren and 
thirteen great-grandchildren and two on the way; two brothers, Kenny (Cleta) 
Beimer of Ft. Madison, Iowa and Leon Beimer of Ft. Madison, Iowa; one sis-
ter, Mary Jo (Art) Pranger of Trumbull, Connecticut and special friend Marcy 
Grimwood of Ft. Madison, Iowa; several nieces and nephews.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents, wife, a son Gerald and a daughter Judy.

Friends may call after 2 PM on Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory where the family will meet with friends from 5-6:30 PM.  
A rosary will be recited at 6:30 and a wake service will follow. The funeral mass 
will be held at 10:30 AM on Thursday, March 8, 2018 at Sacred Heart Church 
with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  Burial will be in Sacred Heart Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for HTC Elementary School 
Project and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

BEIMER

Helen Neuweg, 95, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 6:50 a.m. Sunday, March 
4, 2018 at the West Point Care Center. 

Born September 25, 1922 in West Point, Iowa the daughter of 
George Ernest and Nellie Elizabeth (Isaacson) Blacksmith. On 
January 31, 1942 she married Albert John Neuweg at St. Mary of 
the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point, Iowa. He preced-
ed her in death on December 18, 1998.

She is survived by her four sons: Michael (Marija) Neuweg of 
Austin, Texas, William (Kathy) Neuweg of West Point, Iowa, Rog-
er (Kay) Neuweg of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa and Randy (Jan) Neuweg 
of St. Paul, Iowa; three daughters: Linda (David) Korte of Bowl-
ing Green, Missouri, Sandra Hamm of Gautier, Mississippi and 

Adrienne (Terrell) Wilson of Houghton, Iowa; fifteen grandchildren and twenty 
six great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband: Albert; one son: Larry; one 
granddaughter; one daughter-in-law; one son-in-law; two sisters: Doris Schlatter 
and Edith Oldfather; three brothers: Donald Ogburn, Herbert Blacksmith and 
Dale Blacksmith.

Helen graduated from West Point Public Schools. She worked for Sheaffer Pen 
and assisted her husband on their farm. She was a member of St. Mary of the As-
sumption Catholic Church, the Altar and Rosary Society of the Church, St. Ann’s 
Circle Daughters of Isabella, the West Point Garden Club and the West Point 
Historical Society. Helen loved to play cards and was an avid NASCAR fan.

  Friends may call after 12:00 noon Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in West Point, Iowa where the family will receive friends from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m. A Parish Rosary will be recited at 3:00 p.m. and a Christian Wake Service 
will be held at 6:00 p.m. at the funeral home.

A Memorial Mass will be held Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point with Father Dennis 
Hoffman as celebrant. 

Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in West Point.
Memorials have been established in her memory for the Holy Trinity Elemen-

tary Capital Campaign or Lee County Hospice.
Schmitz Funeral Homes in West Point is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneral-
homes.com.

NEUWEG

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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