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Second phase of Bus. 61 project may get another look

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The city is two years behind on a 
planned reconstruction of Hwy. 61 through town.

And mayor-elect Matt Mohrfeld wants to step on the 
gas a little bit.

At Tuesday’s regular board meeting, Mohrfeld said he 
didn’t see the reason to keep doing the work in phases.

“Can we do it all at once?” Mohrfeld said. 
“The money is there, the grants are there. You said it 

would take longer, but it is any different.”

HR Green’s Tim Cutsforth said he would have to look 
into the financing and grant timing on the rest of the 
phases.

“We have to verify the timing of the money…of the 
(Surface Transportation Block) grants. I don’t know 
if we can do that kind of a project yet, without having 
that money.’

Cutsforth said the money has been approved, but he 
couldn’t remember the years on the grants.

Mohrfeld said with the city is as far behind as it is, he 
didn’t think that would be an issue.

“Could you at least have a discussion on how that 
would impact the delay to businesses and citizens. It 
can’t be that unusual that your chunking up 12 blocks 
at a time,” Mohrfeld said.

Mayor Brad Randolph said he appreciated the idea of 

getting it done, but it’s a huge section of the highway.
“The perceived inconvenience, though, will be some-

thing that would have to be worked through,” he said.
Councilman Rusty Andrews said it’s not just laying 

the pavement, but also putting in sewer lines would be 
rough.

“It’s one mobilization, one mile. They do that on 
highways all the time,” Mohrfeld said.

Cutsforth said the idea had merit.
“It certainly could be done. It would take two con-

struction seasons regardless for sure. It’s just too big of 
a stretch,” Cutsforth said. “But it’s an interesting idea.”

Councilman Chris Greenwald said, as a business 
owner he’s not sure he would want his road torn up for 

See HIGHWAY, page 8

Mayor-elect wants to look at 
doing 6th -18th at one time

BY PCC STAFF

DAVENPORT – Eight defendants are facing federal 
criminal charges as part of a multi-year joint federal and 
state investigation of a large drug trafficking organization 
that operated out of Burlington.

Five of the federal defendants were arrested Tuesday. 
Those arrested will make their initial appearance in fed-
eral court at the United States Courthouse, in Davenport, 
today.

The charges were announced by Marc Krickbaum, Unit-
ed States Attorney for the Southern District of Iowa; Kristi 
Johnson, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Omaha Field Of-
fice of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Lisa Schaefer, 
Des Moines County Attorney; Dennis Kramer, Burlington 
Chief of Police; and Robert Copley, Chief of Police of the 
Quincy, Illinois, Police Department.

The charges stem from a long-term investigation con-
ducted by numerous federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment agencies including: the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation; Southeast Iowa Narcotics Taskforce; Burlington, 
Iowa, Police Department; Des Moines County, Iowa, 
Sheriff ’s Office; West Central Illinois Taskforce; Quincy, 
Illinois, Police Department; Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration; Iowa Division of Narcotics Enforcement; Henry 

Area FBI op 
nets five arrests
Feds descend on Burlington 
after multi-year investigation

See DRUG, page 8

Fort Madison High School students held their annual peanut butter drive over the past two 
weeks. The food pantry collected 616 jars this year.

Courtesy Photo

FMHS students stick to peanut butter drive
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The annual peanut butter 
drive at Fort Madison High School generated 616 jars 
for the Fort Madison Food Pantry.

Food Pantry President Lin Cramer said peanut 
butter is an excellent source of nutrition and is some-
thing that is given to every client that comes through 
the Food Pantry doors.

High School Principal Greg Smith said the effort 
opens the eyes of students to putting others first.

“I don’t say it enough, but we have some of the fin-

est young people that you will find anywhere,” Smith 
said. “It’s easy to misunderstand this generation, 
especially for those of us who were born as a “baby 
boomer”, but this small, but critical contribution to 
our community is evidence that they do care and will 
step up and come to the aid of others when asked to 
do so!”

The jars were collected over the past few weeks by 
different classes and the Construction Trades class 
won this year with 13 students providing more 400 
jars.
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OBITUARIES

OLIVE LORENE THORN
Olive Lorene Thorn, 97, of Keokuk, IA, died Monday, November 18, 2019 at Unity-

Point Health-Keokuk.
She was born on November 6, 1922 in Unionville, MO, the daughter of Guerney 

and Ethel Pickett Mullenix. Lorene graduated from the Unionville High School with 
the Class of 1940.

On April 9, 1942, Lorene was united in marriage to Kenneth Eugene Thorn in 
Unionville. He preceded her in death on November 11, 1980.

She had been employed at Drydens/Sheller Globe in Keokuk for 
over 39 years, retiring in 1987.

Lorene attended the Cornerstone Church in Keokuk. She was a 
member of the Sheller Globe Arts and Craft Club and the Keokuk 
Area Hospital Auxiliary. She volunteered many hours with the Auxil-
iary, working in the gift shop, at the front desk, in the surgery waiting 
room and the hospital cart.

Lorene had a crafters heart whose hands were always busy doing 
embroidery projects and hand-stitching quilts. She enjoyed working on puzzle 
books and especially enjoyed word search puzzles. She loved to dry dishes and 
help with yardwork. Lorene had an adventurous soul and at age 80 went tubing on 
the river. She loved her family and treasured her visits with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

She is survived by two daughters, Karen Thorn and Katherine Burgess both of 
Keokuk, four grandchildren, Kevin Knowles, Robert Knowles, Wayne Hays and 
Billy Hays, ten great-grandchildren, one brother, Johnnie (Mary) Mullenix of Blue 
Springs, MO, one sister, Anna Mae Lichtenberger of Lees Summit, MO, nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Besides her husband she was also preceded in death by her parents, one daughter, 
Sharen Knowles, one sister, Pauline Gleason, four brothers, Albert at birth, Randall, 
Delbert and James Mullenix and two sons-in-law, Louis Knowles and Howard Bur-
gess.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Monday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk with Pastor Jed Linebaugh officiating. Burial will be in the Sunset Memorial 
Garden in Keokuk.

Visitation will be held on Sunday from 2 – 4 pm with the family meeting with 
friends at that time.

Memorials may be made to the Cornerstone Church of Keokuk.
On-line condolences may be sent to the family at vigenmemorialhome.com.

THORN

Sharon K. Nichols-Kline, 75, of Dallas City, Illinois passed away Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19, 2019 at the UnityPoint Health – Memorial Hospital in Carthage, Illinois.

    Sharon was born on July 12, 1944 near Burnside, Illinois the daughter of Betty 
Marsden.

She worked at Sheaffer Pen in Fort Madison, Pioneer Lumber Company and as a 
custodian for the Dallas City school system. She enjoyed fishing, playing cards with 

friends, nature, watching birds and spending time with her family 
especially her two great-granddaughters; Lainey and Briella.

    Survivors include one daughter, MaLinda (Greg) Olson of Dallas 
City; one grandson, Brett Pence and two great-granddaughters, Lain-
ey and Briella.

    Sharon was preceded in death by her mother and three sisters, 
Andrea Arnold, Gloria Sue Bowman and Peggy Hoenig.

    A funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m. Friday, November 22, 2019 at Banks 
& Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City with Rev. Jim Luder officiating. The family will 
receive friends from 1:00 p.m. until the time of services Friday at the funeral home. 
A memorial fund has been established in her memory. To leave a condolence please 
visit Sharon’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

OBITUARIES

SHARON K. NICHOLS-KLINE

NICHOLS-KLINE

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

11/19/19 – 12:49 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1700 
block of Avenue E.
11/19/19 – 1:52 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of a 
stolen vehicle in the 1500 
block of 18th Street.
11/19/19 – 2:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and 
run on Sunnyside Drive.
11/19/19 – 3:24 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
2000 block of Avenue I.
11/19/19 – 9:17 p.m. 

– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1800 
block of Avenue L.
11/19/19 – 11:53 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1200 
block of Avenue F.
11/20/19 – 1:46 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1200 
block of 35th Street.
11/20/19 – 7:53 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 2000 
block of Avenue J.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

11/19/19 – 4:00 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Robert Ian Hef-
fernan, 37, of Burlington, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
warrant for parole viola-
tion. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

11/19/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to three medical calls, 
one lift assist, one gas 
odor call, and one fire 
detector activation at Fort 
Madison High School.
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@pencitycurrent
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Better Choices

800-848-7333 • Text to: 319-371-7372
www.merschmanseeds.com

merseeds@merschmanseeds.com
PO Box 67 • 103 Avenue D

West Point, IA

GT27 is a trademark of M.S. Technologies and BASF SE
Enlist E3 Logo are trademarks of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or E. I. du Pont de Nemours and 
Company (“DuPont”) or affiliated companies of Dow or DuPont. Enlist E3 soybeans were jointly developed by 
Dow AgroSciences and MS Technologies.

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

Less Drift

Less Weeds

Less Stress

Less Expense

 11/19 MID-DAY
4 8 4

 11/19 EVENING
2 5 2

  11/19 MID-DAY
8 4 4 6

 11/19 EVENING
1 4 3 8

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

11/19
22 43 44 47 66
Mega Ball: 22
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – At its 4th quarter meeting held 
last week The Community Foundation of North Lee 
County voted to change its name to The North Lee 
Community Foundation.

This is only one change of many taking place at the 
Fort Madison-based organization.

Since its founding in 2005, the Foundation had 
been affiliated with The Quad Cities Community 
Foundation. In June of this year, the board voted to 
dis-affiliate from The Quad Cities and re-affiliate with 
The Keokuk Area Community Foundation. Both the 
Quad Cities and Keokuk are Foundations that meet 
strict guidelines set forth by The National Council of 
Community Foundations based in Washington D.C., 
and both can accept affiliates.

Earlier this year, the Des Moines County Commu-
nity Foundation, based in Burlington, Iowa left The 

Quad Cities to join Keokuk as well.
Since it was established, North Lee and the Quad 

Cities have had a mutual agreement to equally share 
an annual 1% administrative fee assessed to all funds. 
In 2016, The Quad Cities voted to eliminate North 
Lee’s portion, their only source of income.

“We had to re-affiliate or simply fold” said Steve 
Koellner, President.

“The entire board feels that we can provide an ave-
nue for one to leave a legacy which in time will benefit 
many local charities. Our numbers are proof that this 
Foundation is working the way it was intended.”

The local Foundation’s portfolio consists of 88 en-
dowment funds totaling $16 million that have distrib-
uted just shy of $4 million to local charities since 2005. 
A donor can contribute to one of many established 
community impact funds, or simply create a “named 
fund” with a specific non-profit being the beneficiary.

The North Lee Foundation is in the process of 

transferring their funds to Pilot Grove Savings Bank, 
where they will be managed and invested by the bank’s 
investment center. 

Along with the transfer will come a newly designed 
website and the hiring of a part-time executive direc-
tor. The group hopes to get all of this accomplished by 
third quarter of 2020.

The State of Iowa offers a 25% tax credit to contri-
butions made to any Iowa based Community Foun-
dation. This credit is in addition to Federal charitable 
deductions. For one to receive this tax credit, the 
money must be endowed into perpetuity and benefit 
an Iowa-based charity.

The board meets quarterly and consists of Steve 
Koellner as President, Jan Woodroffe as Vice Presi-
dent, and Jane Krebill as Secretary. Other board mem-
bers include, Tim Gobble, Chuck Holmes, Joe Kow-
zan, Laurie Breen, Josh Denning, Chad Ward, Jared 
Reed, Matt Hayes, Dianne Hope, and Dick Fehseke.

Lee County foundation ends year with name change

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MOUNT PLEASANT – Local officials are concerned that a bridge closure on 
Hwy. 218 near Salem will send heavy traffic on secondary roads and bridges in Lee 
County.

Bridge repairs to the northbound U.S. 218 bridge over South Fish Creek in Henry 
County will begin on Saturday and will require closing the bridge for approximately 
two weeks, weather permitting, according to the Iowa Department of Transporta-
tion’s Mount Pleasant construction office.

Dynamic Message Signs will be in place along state highway routes to alert motor-
ists of the pending bridge closure.

Through traffic will be directed onto a 56-mile marked detour route (see map) 
using Iowa 2 (east and west for approx. 8.4 miles), U.S. 61 (south and north approx. 
22.4 miles), and U.S. 34 (east and west approx. 25.4 miles). Local traffic will have ac-
cess to U.S. 218 except for the northbound lanes crossing the bridge over South Fish 
Creek (mile marker 34.44) during the temporary bridge closure.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said at Tuesday’s Lee County Board of Supervi-
sor’s meetings that he has a concern for heavier traffic using backroads to avoid the 
long detour.

“I’m worried about semis using their locators to find shorter routes that would 
include roads and bridges that aren’t made for that extra weight,” he said.

Hwy 218 NB bridge closure starts 
forces 58-mile detour Saturday

http://www.merschmanseeds.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 21 Nov

Light Rain
High– 53.2º F | Low – 33.4º F

FRI 22 Nov

Snow
High– 40.2º F | Low – 31.6º F

SAT 23 Nov

Partly Cloudy
High– 40.0º F | Low – 32.6º F

SUN 24 Nov

Overcast
High– 42.8º F | Low – 38.1º F

Mon 25 Nov

Clouds
High–51.6º F | Low – 44.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

BY PCC STAFF

FAIRFIELD – The Fort Madison boys 7th grade bas-
ketball team won again Tuesday night in Fairfield.

Caden Barnes threw in 12 points to lead the Hounds. 
Julian Dear had 10 points. Dayton Lamar lead Fort 
Madison in rebounds with eight on the night in the ‘A’ 
game.

Lamar also had eight points followed by Marcus 
Guzman with seven, Aiden Mitchell with five and Bro-
dy Cashman added a bucket and six boards.

In the ‘B’ game, Fort Madison fell 9-24. Kalib Hei-
breider led Fort Madison with four points and six 
rebounds. Tatum Schelich and Joseph Fuller each had 
two points. Noah Swigart added a free throw in the 
loss.

The ‘C’ team lost 4-33 with Jake Ehlers and Brady 
Wade scoring the two baskets for Fort Madison. Ehlers 
also had four rebounds.

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Holy Trinity Catholic 8th 
grade girls team has moved to 5-0 on the year with a 
31-14 win over New London Monday night.

Natalie Randolph led the Crusaders with 14 points 
followed by Mary Kate Bendlage with 10. Reagan Hol-
voet had six points and Jenna Hellman added two.

The 7th grade girls also won Monday 23-11 to move 
to 4 -1 on the year. Isabella Callison had 10 points for 
HTC. Teagan Snaadt added eight and Anna Bendlage 
fired in five.

The girls travel to Notre Dame on Thursday night.

Barnes leads 
FMMS 7th 

graders in win

Randolph leads HTC 
girls with 14 in win

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

FORT MADISON - Potowonok Circle of King’s 
Daughters is pleased to announce the gift of a small me-
morial fund to honor the memory of Carol Wyatt, who 
passed away on September 29 of this year. Carol was the 
Area Program Coordinator for the Senior Meal program 
administered through Milestones Area Agency on Aging 
at the Newberry Center in Fort Madison, Iowa. King’s 
Daughters had a long relationship with Carol. For many 
years, members of the Circle have coordinated with her 
to provide volunteers to deliver meals two days a month, 
along with some additional coverage as needed. 

The members of King’s Daughters were shocked 
and saddened to learn of the loss of such a wonderful 
person. Carol was dedicated to the aging individuals 
she served through her position with Milestones at the 
Newberry Center. She was an absolute joy to work with 
and she will be missed.

“It was proposed at our October meeting that we do 
something to honor Carol and bring attention to the 
wonderful contribution she made to this community. 
We had a few discussions among ourselves to determine 
what we were trying to accomplish with this memorial. 
The consensus was that we wanted to provide funds that 
would directly benefit members of the Fort Madison 
community,” indicates a spokesperson for King’s Daugh-
ters.

After a few discussions with Pam Taylor of Milestones 
regarding the intentions of the memorial,  King’s Daugh-
ters decided at their November meeting a dollar amount 
that their budget would allow. A check in the amount of 
$160 for the Memorial will be delivered to the Newberry 
Center on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 11am and will 
be earmarked for special services related to recipients of 
Meals on Wheels deliveries.

Potowonok Circle gives Wyatt donation

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
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Dear Editor:

About 13 years ago, Fort Madison Rotary adopted 
Central Park.  In partnership with the City of Fort 
Madison, we have maintained it, landscaped it, repaired 
it and installed the children’s playground. We have 
purchased the sound system for the bandstand, used by 
weddings and the Community Band. We also annually 
sponsor one Sunday performance. 

This year, it was discovered that the bandstand 
needed more than routine repair as it was extensively 
damaged by termites and needed a complete overhaul. 
Even with Rotary Funds, Grants that we applied for and 
were awarded, and in-kind donations, we were unable 
to finance the costly repairs alone.

Under the leadership of current president Heather 
Huebner, the Rotary Central Park Maintenance Chair 
Gene Enke and with the help of the city, and local me-
dia, Daily Democrat and Pen City Current, we began 
a $100,000 in 100 days for our 100th year of Rotary in 
Fort Madison.  Together with Rotary Funds, Grants, 
local businesses and many many individuals, the goal 
was met.

The needed repairs to save the Bandstand are com-
plete. Painting will be completed once warmer weather 
arrives. New period lighting has been installed, and the 
Statue of Liberty has been renovated. Remaining funds 
are in a special account to be used for future mainte-
nance.

Fort Madison Rotary wishes to thank the city for 
partnering with us, the leaders, the volunteers, those 
who donated labor and equipment, and those who 
financially donated to a cause that is dear to all of Fort 
Madison – our beautiful Central Park.  Thank you. 

Jan Garza
2018-2019 President

Fort Madison Rotary

Letter to the Editor

Rotary thanks those 
who helped with 
park fundraiser

LEE COUNTY – The following is a list of current events and happenings in Fort 
Madison and north Lee County as submitted to the Pen City Current.

Fort Madison Wine & Beer Walk
Glasses go on sale this Friday at River Rocks from 5 to 7 p.m. for $10. The event 
will be held in downtown Fort Madison on Friday, Nov. 22 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Memorial Turkey Shuffle
The annual Alice and Leo Schiller Memorial Turkey Shuffle will take place Nov. 
28 beginning at 8:30 a.m. at Ernie and Cheryl Schiller’s house 2224 204th Ave-
nue just east of Donnellson off Hwy. 2. Visit the following link for registration 
http://livehealthyleecounty.org/index.php/community-events

Community Thanksgiving
The annual Community Thanksgiving will be held Nov. 28th beginning at 11:30 
a.m. at Fort Madison High School. Dine in is available and carryouts are avail-
able after 12:30 p.m. Call 319-371-5706 between Nov. 18th and 25 for deliveries 
or to volunteer. You can also contact the chamber at 372-5471 or by email at 
chamber@fortmadison.com.

Holiday Window competition
Businesses are being encouraged to take part in the Fort Madison Partner’s 
Holiday Window Display Competition. Decorate a window, send a picture, get 
likes on Facebook and the business with the most hits wins. Deadline to sign up 
is Nov. 27. Windows will go on Facebook starting Dec. 4 with voting from Dec. 
4-11th. The winner will be announced Dec. 13.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public Library is holding a weekly book sales from 
11 a.m to 1 p.m. on Thursday’s at the Public Library.

Lighted Parade Float Work Nights
Float work nights for the annual holiday lighted parade are held every Monday 
starting Sept. 30 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 1200 Avenue I. Entrance is through 
the back. Call the Chamber at 319-372-5471 for more information.

Mistletoe on Main
This year’s event will be held on Nov. 30, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in downtown 
Fort Madison. Shop local, and enjoy a day of Christmas cheer. Special treats, 
carriage rides, the North Pole Express and Santa!

PORT Ugly Sweater Fun Run
The annual fundraiser for the P.O.R.T. committee will be held on Dec. 1, 2019 at 
Baxter Sports Complex beginning at noon.

Enchanted Forest
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s Enchanted Forest will be held in the 
Lee County Bank building following the Lighted Parade, and on Nov. 30 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with Santa expected from 10 a.m. noon. The Forest will also 
be open on Saturdays Dec. 7, 14, and 21 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Businesses are 
encouraged to bring and decorate a tree for $25.

Christmas Lighted Parade
The annual lighted parade will be held on Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m. Call the Chamber 
at 319-372-5471 for more information.

Food Drive
The Keokuk Salvation Army is looking for donations to stock the Food and 
Soap Pantry from Nov. 1 -18th. Drop off locations locally include American 
Eyecare

CURRENT-LEE

https://www.thepzazz.com/catfish-bend-casino
http://livehealthyleecounty.org/index.php/community-events
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
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Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

Call (319) 371-4619 for inquiries

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We want YOU to…
“GRO” with us

Packaging/Machine Operators – R9008
Job: Safety and efficiently perform various tasks associ-
ated with the packaging of liquid products and operating 
various packing machines on production lines.
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment. 

All Shifts Available
Pay: $16.23

Yard Tractor Operator - R1899
Job: Safely and effectively move trailers around the 
yard, as to support production/shipping needs. 
Qualifications: Forklift experience, current or previous 
CDL preferred.  

3rd Shift Opening
Pay: $20.60

EHS&S Technician - R2171
Job: Safely and effectively support the EHS&S Manager 
to improve and maintain plant environmental, safety and 
occupational health programs, compliance and regulato-
ry programs.
Qualifications: Knowledge & experience in administra-
tion of various OSHA and Industrial Safety Programs & 
Recordkeeping

Production Lead – R0811
           -Job- Safely and efficiently supports the Produc-
tion Supervisor in directing resources associated with the 
packaging of liquid products
-Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, Lead-
ership skills, College degree preferred

Scotts is proud to offer a great benefits package
which include Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k

with above average company match, paid vacation,
holidays and Employee Stock Options. 

Come and apply for a GREAT COMPANY!

PR
OOF

NOW HIRING
• Front Desk – 2nd Shift

• Housekeeping - 1st Shift

Apply In Person
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

4901 Avenue O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Find the Care Guides you need to care for your loved one at
aarp.org/caregiving 1-877-333-5885

YOUR HERO
CARED FOR YOU.
NOW, YOU CARE FOR HER.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Tired of the
same old results

from your
advertising?

Do something 
different!

Call Martha!
319.316.3621

Business Directory

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday-Saturday

6:00pm

Friday, November 22nd • 7:30-10:30pm

The Hill Siders

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
http://www.aarp.org/caregiving
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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Call Martha today to advertise here: 319.316.3621

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BESTMartha Hawes, Digital Media Sales Consultant

martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Lee County’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.grrwa.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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From the Front

www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

We are honored to be chosen to care for the oral health of your entire family.

two years straight. He also asked if HR Green could 
look at the option without additional charges.

“Does this $451,000 include you telling us what that 
would look like?” he asked Cutsforth.

“We can build it, and we can phase it, it’s just that you 
guys will have to take the phone calls,” Cutsforth said.

Mohrfeld said the design and build out won’t be any 
different if it’s two phases or one.

Andrews said people are going to complain when a 
guy is putting storm sewer in on 7th Street and no one 
is working the other six blocks. He also said it would be 
hard on contractors to leave several blocks open along 

the route to access downtown.
“You’re gonna guarantee a contractor 

out of Des Moines is gonna come in here 
with 13 excavators one on every block 
putting storm sewer system in?” Andrews 
said.

Mohrfeld said the city hasn’t had a lot 
of luck getting contractors on four block 

chunks.
“If we keep doing the same thing, do we get the same 

result? Do we have a different bidding pool, then?” he 
said.

The money Mohrfeld is referring to is the money the 
state gave to Fort Madison when it turned over juris-

diction of the highway to the city back in 
2013 in exchange for $13.9 million when 
the bypass was constructed. The city has 
also secured federal grants to help pay 
for the work.

The project also included redoing sev-
eral intersections such as the 27th Street 
and Avenue L intersection, which was 
completed in 2018, and straightening the 

curve in the 3500 and 3600 blocks of Avenue L, which 
was completed this year.

Cutsforth said the city will need to start showing 
some work on remaining phases to hold onto the grant 
money.

The city council voted 6-0, to pay HR Green just over 
$450,000 for design and construction management of 
the second phase of the project which will run from 6th 
Street to 10th Street.

Randolph suggested that the cost might go up some 
doing the 12-block stretch, but it would probably be 
cheaper than the 20% the city would pay engineers for 
design and construction management for Phase III, 

which is from 10th to 18th streets.
Plans include removing the current roadway and 

replacing it with concrete, including curbing and 
sidewalks. The road will be converted to a three-lane 
highway with a center turning lane.

Phase 1, from 2nd to 6th Streets and the one-way 
pairs on 18th and 20th Street should be completed by 
Thanksgiving 2020. The phase from 6th to 10th should 
be bid next year with construction set for April 1 in 
2021.

But Mohrfeld said increasing the project from 6th 
to 18th might entice more bidders from further away 
which could make the price tag more competitive.

Randolph asked Cutsforth to come back at the begin-
ning of the year with a brief synopsis on what doing the 
12-block stretch would look like.

In other action, the council:
• voted 6-0, to refinance approximately $11 million 

in water revenue bonds at a lower interest rate. The 
move could save the city more than $1 million over the 
remainder of the term.

• voted 6-0, to accept completion of the Avenue L 
reconstruction from 35th to 36th streets.

• voted 6-0, to approve the first reading of vacating a 
portion of city-owned right of way in the 3500 block of 
Avenue L.

HIGHWAY - Continued from Page 1

ANDREWS

MOHRFELD

Engineer to take a second look at 6th-18th streets

County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa, Police Department; West Burlington, 
Iowa, Police Department; Keokuk, Iowa, 
Police Department; Ft. Madison, Iowa, 
Police Department; Lee County, Iowa, 
Sheriff ’s Office; Iowa City, Iowa, Police De-
partment; Johnson County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s 
Office; North Liberty, Iowa, Police Depart-
ment; Coralville, Iowa, Police Department; 
Muscatine County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; 
Louisa County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; 
Washington County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; 
Bettendorf, Iowa, Police Department; 
Illinois State Police; Monmouth, Illinois, 

Police Department; Macomb, Illinois, Po-
lice Department; Galesburg, Illinois, Police 
Department; Adams County, Illinois, Sher-
iff ’s Office; and Fulton County, Illinois, 
Sheriff ’s Office.

Eight defendants were charged by 
complaint in the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Iowa, 
stemming from a years-long investigation 
of this drug trafficking organization. Those 
arrested include Kendrick Page, Breon 
Raquon Armstrong, Lamar Harris, Tristan 
Davis and James Lewis Miles, Jr.

The identities of those who have not yet 
been arrested remain sealed at this time. 
Additionally, search warrants were execut-
ed at multiple locations in the Southern 

District of Iowa, Northern District of 
Illinois, and Northern District of Texas. 
Others involved in this drug trafficking 
organization have previously been arrested 
in both the Southern District of Iowa, and 
the Central District of Illinois.

The charges in the complaints carry 
maximum penalties of between 40 years 
and life imprisonment. If convicted, the 
court must impose reasonable sentences 
under federal sentencing statutes and 
the advisory U.S. Sentencing Guidelines. 
There is no parole in the federal court 
system.

The public is reminded that charges con-
tain only accusations and are not evidence 
of guilt. The defendants are presumed in-

nocent and entitled to a fair trial at which 
the government has the burden of proving 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

These cases are part of Project Safe 
Neighborhoods (PSN), a program bring-
ing together all levels of law enforcement 
and the communities they serve to reduce 
violent crime and make our neighbor-
hoods safer for everyone. The Department 
of Justice reinvigorated PSN in 2017 as 
part of the Department’s renewed focus on 
targeting violent criminals, directing all 
U.S. Attorney’s Offices to work in partner-
ship with federal, state, local, and tribal law 
enforcement and the local community to 
develop effective, locally based strategies to 
reduce violent crime.

DRUG - Continued from Page 1

At least three are still wanted on indictments in federal round up

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
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