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Supervisors to approve new county ME

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - The Lee County Board of Supervi-
sors will vote on Tuesday to approve the new medical
examiner as part of a three-county agreement to share
expenses.

Great River Health Systems, who under an agree-
ment already approved by the supervisors, has ap-
pointed Dr. Craig Huston, from Great River Medical
Center to be the new medical examiner for Des

Moines, Lee and Henry counties. Per terms of the
agreement, each board separately has to pass a resolu-
tion approving the physician appointed by GRHS.

The new appointment, once approved, will be effec-
tive July 1, 2017. Huston will be filling the unexpired
term of Dr. Eugenio Torres and will have authority to
appoint Deputy Medical Examiners as needed.

The appointment is for two years and may be auto-
matically renewed unless the agreement is terminated
by any of the counties or GRHS.

Fort Madison Area Arts Association Director Brian Riggs talks with about 30 students in the
FMAAA Art Camp at Elliott Test Kitchen on Thursday afternoon. The students attended the

camp Tuesday through Friday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FM library hosts mental health speaker

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - In her book, “Sentenced to Life:
The Mark Becker Story”, Joan Becker shares her families
experiences that served as the catalyst for her to become
an advocate and public speaker for individuals with men-
tal illness. Her focus is to open the doors and promote
change in our mental health system. Joan will be sharing
her story at the Fort Madison Public Library on Tuesday,
July 25 beginning at 5:30 pm. This free program is open
to everyone, no registration required.

Joan Becker lives in Iowa with her husband of 36
years, David Becker. They have three sons, Brad (Jack-
ie), Scott (Nikki), and Mark. She and Dave believe God
wants them to share their family’s story about Mark and
the experience their family had coping with Paranoid
Schizophrenia in the hope that it will help other families,
caregivers, and professionals understand how they can

make a difference in moving forward and improving our
mental health system.

Mental health and treatment for mental illnesses are
an important topic for discussion across the county. One
in five adults, or roughly 600,000 Iowans, live with some
form of mental illness. About 37,000 grapple with serious
mental illness daily. On top of that, nearly 60% of adults
with a mental illness didn’t receive mental health services
in the previous year. It’s time to provide support, educate
our communities, and end the stigma of living with a
mental illness. Joan speaks regularly to colleges, church-
es, NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) groups,
high schools, communities, and mental health service
providers. She has also been interviewed by newspapers,
TV stations and radio programs across the country.

For additional information about this program, contact
Sarah Clendineng, (319) 372-5721, SarahClen@fortmad-
ison.lib.ia.us.
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Civic group could

help with missing
people searches

On Sunday I spent the better part of a half hour
talking with the mom of a 15-year-old girl who has a
broken neck and compressed vertabrate fracture as a
result of a 4-wheeler accident last week. I'm not going
to use their names, that’s not germaine to this conver-
sation.

Two girls were injured in the accident. The other
suffered serious head trauma when they were thrown
from the vehicle just off Old Quarry Road sometime
after 5 p.m June 30th. The girls were found at just
minutes before midnight. Those two girls laid in a ditch
unable to move due to their injuries, for at least five
hours - probably closer to six.

Both girls are recovering at the University of lowa
Hospitals and Clinics. Doctors say, according to mom,
they are very, very lucky girls.

According to one of the mothers, the girls were
riding a new four-wheeler that a father had recent-
ly purchased. A male friend had stayed back at the
father’s house while the girls took the vehicle for a ride.
After the girls hadn’t returned for an hour, the father
took a ride to see if he could locate them. After several
attempts and a couple hours had gone by, he notified
the mother and law enforcement and a deputy were
dispatched to the home. The mom notified the other
girl's mother and they got together with the deputy and
questions were asked of the parents to determine if the
kids would have run away or sneaked off somewhere.

“She wasn't that type of girl,” mom says. “And the
other girl has an 8 oclock curfew and she doesn’t mess
around with her mom. She does what she’s told. I knew
this was something different and tried to tell the officer
that”

Mom said the deputy told her he would look in the
area but couldn’t leave his vehicle, according to proce-
dure. The mom asked the deputy to bring in extra help
to find the child and the deputy contacted a supervisor
who said the deputy could contact air support to see if
they could help search the area. The deputy contacted
Air Evac and was told that if the girls weren’t found
by the morning they might be able to help, but are not
insured for that type of rescue. The mother hit Face-
book to try and gather as many volunteers as she could
find to start looking for her lost daughter. Family and

»
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Household Hazardous Waste

W serepi household hapnrdomes wasie and electronic waste al the Foert
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procedures are in place for disposal, Please eall 319-372-6140 to
schedule vour appointnenl. For o full i of acceptable items please
call or visit us online.

Electronic Waste

Please place all slactronkc waste in their appropriste bins, some slec-
trossie items are free (o dispose. Please call for fees an TV s, Monitors,

Laptops & Tablets.

LEONARD JOSEPH “JOE” FRANTZ

Opinion/Classifieds

FORT MADISON - Leonard Joseph
“Joe” Frantz Jr, 94 years, of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa died at 9:00 am Friday, July 7,
2017 at the Fort Madison Community
Hospital in Fort Madison. He was born
December 23, 1922 in Aurora, Illinois,
a son of Leonard Joseph Sr. and Flor-
ence Edith (Wright) Frantz.

His family moved to Fort Madison
in 1929, and he was a 1941 graduate of
Fort Madison High School. He attend-
ed the University of lowa and earned
his BS in Chemistry and MS in Organic

Chemistry.

He is survived by one sister, Barbara
Mauck of Martinsburg, West Virginia;
nieces and nephews. He was preceded
in death by his parents, one brother
Thomas Frantz, and one sister Marjorie
Jean (Senf) Overton.

His body has been cremated. Private
burial will be at a later date at Oakland
Cemetery, Fort Madison. Barr Memo-
rial Chapel is in charge of the arrange-
ments.
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Social media can

help with lost people

ACCIDENT - Continued from Page 1
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friends started looking for the missing
girls.

At about 11 p.m. a different deputy
arrived on rotation and began searching
the area from his vehicle. At just minutes
before midnight July 1, he found a path
where it looked like the vehicle may have
left the roadway. He grabbed a spotlight
from the cruiser and looked in the area
of the path and saw the ATV. Upon
getting to the vehicle he found the girls
about 15 feet away. Rescue efforts began
from there. Helicopters were called to
the scene but couldn’t land in the area
due to no clearing. So they landed at
FMCH and Great River Medical Center
and the girls were transported in two
ambulances to the heli-pads and then
airlifted to Iowa City where they had to
land at the airport and be transported
again as the elevator was broken to the
helipad at UTHC.

To say it was a traumatic accident for
both families, that continues to unfold,
is a tremendous understatement.

But what, if anything, could have been
done different? The sheriff’s depart-
ment runs typically with two deputies
on patrol, and boots on the streets is
something that Lee County Sherift Stacy
Weber has been trying to increase. But
as we look forward with pained gazes to
the next incident, it’s imperative that we
ask ourselves what we can do better.

As a county, do we have a responsibil-
ity to help in these situations? We cer-
tainly have the heart to do it. The same
heart that goes out to these families
when they think of their girls laying in a
ditch for five hours with no medical help
and a scant few trying to find them. The
sheriff’s department can’t divert every-
one to the scene without firm evidence
that the girls are in danger...despite
mom’s intuition, which was spot on.

The sherift’s department has a new
K9 unit that would have come in very
handy, but his training isn’t complete
and he wasn’t even in the department at
the time of the accident. The state patrol
has a search plane with infrared, but the
girls were found before that air support
would have arrived.

Another dog is planned for late fall
or winter so a dog will be available for
tracking day and night. Mom says that’s
great for the department and may help
with the next incident, but she feels her
instincts were ignored by the depart-
ment, specifically in getting more people
to the scene to help.

“If this would have been an issue of
an escaped convict, they would have
all kinds of people and air support in a
matter of minutes, but why not for these
girls?”

The question is tough. Protocols and
procedures dictate a certain measured
response from law enforcement. But that
measured response doesn’t have to apply
to us as citizens.

I’'ve been there, but had a much better
outcome. My oldest daughter got lost
while coming back from Fairfield. She
had a cellphone. It went dead so her
GPS went dead. She made a wrong turn
and ended up down in the bottoms by
Bonaparte and didn’t know how to get
out. She was terrified. We were terrified.
After an hour had passed since she was
supposed to be home...10 p.m. I called
9-1-1 and gave a description of the car. I
had family hit the roads to try and find
her. A deputy found her and somehow
she had just found the right road home
so he followed her without pulling her
over until she got to West Point. We
were notified and I met her there. I'll
never forget the tears in my wife’s eyes as
she said “Bring her home to me”as I left
to find her.

How these families and friends must
have been feeling at that time is not lost
on me. We were lucky...they may feel
lucky at this point but their ordeals are
just beginning.

So what do we do?

We have a digital world. Facebook is
second-by-second responsive and one of
mom’s instincts was to hit social media
for help. Our digital news outlet is sec-
ond-by-second responsive as well. This
community has set up neighborhood
watches to help contain crime. Is there...
in this hyper informative world- a way
to set up a social media network, under
very responsible hands, that can be put
into action when someone needs help
locating someone? Maybe at the direc-
tion of a deputy or law enforcement
agency. When they deem that a family is
desperate to locate someone, could this
civil search group go into action?

Our county and our communities
have limited resources. It’s hard to
insinuate that the sheriff’s deputies
weren't following protocol and we have
a very large county by comparison. A
sheriff’s deputy found the girls. Would
finding them any earlier have changed
the medical conditions... its possible, but
it’s a certainty that the fear and unknown
would have been reduced.

I'm just thinking outside the box.
What if there was a Lee County Civil
Response Network, that people could
sign up for and at the direction of the
local law enforcement, one person could
send out a call for help when people are
missing. As the say on radio talk shows.
“I'll hang up now and listen for your
responses.”

the classifieds

HELP WANTED

CHAMBER
PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

Fort Madison Partners is
searching for a full-time
Chamber Program Coordi-
nator.

Primary duties include

* Event coordination

+ Facilitation of committee
meetings

» Marketing outreach through
personal contact; weekly
e-newsletter: promotional
pieces and website

» Budget maintenance

Skills required:

» Strong verbal and written
communication skills

+ Proficiency in MS office
software; web-based tools.
Quickbooks & InDesign Soft-
ware skills requested but not
required.

« Initiative, organized, flexible
and detail oriented are words
that best describe the ideal
candidate.

Please submit resumes by
Wednesday, July 26th to
Fort Madison Partners, Attn:
Tim Gobble, 614 9th Street,
Fort Madison, |1A 52627; or to

tgobble@fortmadison.com.
EOE

RESIDENTIAL
ROUTE HELPER

Part-time residential route
helper. Approximately 30-35
hours a week.. Must be en-
ergetic,strong, reliable and
have a desire to work. Only
serious applicants apply.

Floyd's EZ Way
319-752-5394

ADVERTISE

way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125
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EVENT TEAM
LEADER

Kempker’s True Value Rental
is currently seeking a self mo-
tivated individual to lead our
Event Team. Duties consist
of setting up tents, tables and
chairs at customer’s request-
ed locations throughout the
Tri-State area. Starting wage
for this position is $14.00
per hour. Must have a valid
drivers license and be able
to move and lift heavy ob-
jects. Apply in person at 1904
Avenue H in Fort Madison,
lowa. No phone calls please.

KEMPKER'S
Fcipiaer ABHTAL

1 i e ———

Place your ad
online 24/7

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

opportunities.

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

Pay:

Pay:

One of North America’s fastast growing food procassing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated indniduals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY SAM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift - Slicer Technicians

Leadarship AND maintenance and'ar machine oparalor expariance

“FHE67 per-hour-ploy 5020 shift-differentiai—
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift - General Production

Fositive atbtude and excellent attendance demonstraled by a solsd work hestory

Pay: 81185 per hour plus 5030 shilt differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
calion effective first day of employment

Apply online at hitp://careers. wifoods.com
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For the Record/Weather

Fort Madison

Police Report
07/12/17 - 2:04 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a burglary in
progress at the corner of
10th Street and Avenue E.
07/12/17 - 2:13 p.m. - Fort

Madison police arrested
David Patrick Mortimer,
52, of Fort Madison, in the
500 block of 10th Street
on a charge of attempted
burglary-3rd degree and
two warrants for probation
violation. He was taken to

Lee County Jail and held.
07/12/17 - 6:29 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of a gas drive off in
the 1700 block of Avenue H.
07/12/17 - 9:13 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police cited

Trevor Paul Driggers, 26,

of Fort Madison, in the
2700 block of Avenue K,
on a charge of simple
assault. He was released.
07/12/17 - 11:30 p.m. - Fort
Madison police arrested

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

SUN Jul 16

Ernest William Sawyer, Jr.,

40, of Fort Madison, in the
1100 block of 16th Street
on a warrant for failure to
appear-domestic abuse.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
07/13/17 - 11:51 a.m. -
Fort Madison police re-
sponded to a report of a
larceny/theft in the 1200
block of 40th Street.
07/13/17 - 5:19 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded

- Clear Skies
Low —72.6° F | High — 87.3° F

MON 17 Jul

w Partly Sunny
Low —70.9° F | High-78.3° F
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3
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Low —80.4° F | High-91.0° F
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to a report of a property
damage accident in the 1700
block of Avenue H. Clarissa
Dawn Childress, 21, of Fort
Madison was cited at the
scene for no insurance.
07/13/17 - 5:27 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 800 block of Avenue G.
07/13/17 - 7:05 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of larceny/theft in
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
07/13/17 - 7:24 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2700 block of Avenue D.
07/13/17 - 8:14 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of a stolen bicycle in
the 1400 block of Avenue G.
07/13/17 - 9:16 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 400 block of 23rd Street.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

07/12/17 - No infor-

mation to report

07/13/17 - 8:36 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a two-vehicle
accident at the intersection

of Hwy 61 and 175th Street.
A vehicle driven by Sarah
Claudia M. Wilson, 21, of
Davenport collided with a
vehicle driven by Shannon
Ray Todd, 45, of Burlington.
According to the report, Todd
had slowed to turn west on
175th Street and Wilson
failed to change lanes or
slow to avoid the collision.
No injuries were reported at
the scene. Wilson was cited
for failure to maintain control.
All persons in these

listings are presumed
innocent until proven

guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire &
Rescue Report

07/11/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to two medical calls
07/12/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call,
one burn complaint and
one gas line leak.
07/13/17 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded
to four medical calls.
07/14/17 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded
to two medical calls.

Got a news tip?
call Chuck [319)371.1670
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ﬂlnnul. combine with any other offers.
Walid for a lIrI'Il'I'HI timie onily!

OFF
Qil Change

E% of every invaloe

aales

tan excluvded

will be added to your
Griffin Gratitude Gard
o s for future servioes up to
b0 %% off the Invoica!
Plus gol $26 for avery
new cusiomer you

nefed to Griffins!

535 Avenue G /(Sghed ™
Fort Madison, |

wnurext
319-3?2-247’

;appulntntent
on I|n e'f__
"Click*"HERE

-~ |
flCikelusfonlFacebook!

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com

A GRIFFIN e
e
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