
The Fort Madison Bloodhound Marching Band put on an exhibition at the end of the Fort 
Madison Marching Band Classic Saturday. Here, a row of alto saxaphone players fall into 
line at the front of the formation during the performance.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Alto Hounds

HOUND MARCHING 
BAND CLASSIC

A stern snare and a hard-working flag corps 
helped bring the Classic to an end Saturday 
before heading to Mt. Pleasant where the 
Bloodhounds took 2nd place in their division.

Ginnie came to me in a panic. “I can’t find Room-
ba!”

Roomba is a computerized vacuum cleaner I gave 
Ginnie for her birthday. I know, you shouldn’t give 
your wife a vacuum cleaner 
for her birthday, but she 
loves it. It’s like an old friend. 
Turn Roomba loose in any 
area of the house, and she 
vacuums better than we 
can the old fashioned way. 
She’s short and compact and 
whirls under furniture like a 
ballerina.

If a double-yolk egg is good luck, does two dou-
ble-yolk eggs bring double good luck? Ginnie was 
going to have cataract surgery the next day and wanted 
to have the house clean before she came home with her 
sharpened eyesight. She had turned Roomba loose in 
the master bedroom, shutting the bathroom door and 
putting a barricade in front of the walk-in closet.

I looked under the bed, under the dressers, no 
Roomba. I checked the bathroom and the closet, noth-
ing, not even a sound. Roomba makes a comforting 
humming noise.

Roomba seems 
to be part of 
the family

SWARM

See SWARM, page 2

Volunteers run deep 
to make rodeo a hit

VANDENBERG

Prior to this year, the Tri-State Rodeo to me was 
something my family attended one time each year to 
see the reactions on our girls’ faces as the horses and 

cowboys went flying by kicking up clods 
of dirt.

We usually purchased seats close to the 
action so we could feel it and have a nice 
view of Bobby Reid coming into the sta-
dium. Our girls would always cheer and 
sometimes scream when cowboys would 
try to hold on as a 1,500 pound animal 

jumped four or five feet in the air trying to knock the 
pesky rider off.

See RODEO, page 8
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IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

Great River Hospice staff will help 
participants complete advance directives

THE KENSINGTON RELAY FOR LIFE 
HURTS DONUT FUNDRAISER! 

Friday, September 22nd, 2017 

LOCATED at THE KENSINGTON - 2210 Avenue H, Ft. Madison

AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP OR DELIVERY by THE DONUT GIRLS!

Please call your order in by
 Monday, September 18th

319.372.4233

All proceeds 
go towards 

RELAY 
FOR 
LIFE!

Great for Staff Appreciation! 

$20
a dozen

DEATH NOTICE

“How can she just disappear?” Ginnie wondered. “Roomba, where are you?”
I checked the rest of the house, just in case Roomba had somehow escaped the 

bedroom.
I turned around and there was Ginnie, holding Roomba upside down, a shoe in 

one hand, its shoestring stuck up in the rollers and brushes of Roomba’s underside. 
“I must not have had the bathroom door shut tight. Roomba bumped it open, got 
into the bathroom, and ate a shoestring. I found her on top of the bathroom scales, 
hiding behind the toilet. She had shut herself off. Poor Roomba. I hope I haven’t hurt 
her.”

I helped Ginnie extricate the shoestring. We turned Roomba back on and she went 
to work on the bedroom floor, humming contentedly, harboring no grudges. Whew!

Ginnie’s cataract surgery went amazingly smooth. In fact, it was so smooth and 
fast, if I ever need it done, I won’t hesitate. It’s nothing like I had imagined, not like 
getting poked in the eye. Ginnie’s eye wasn’t even red after surgery. And she walked 
out to the car afterward, no wheel chair needed.

Ginnie tells me she feels like she’s falling apart. She had hip-replacement surgery a 
few months ago, and now cataracts. She wants to be the trail-hiking, bike-riding gal 
she used to be.

I tell her that as long as she can make it out to the hen house to gather eggs, that’s 
all I want. Just kidding. Actually, gathering eggs is fun, now that our hens are starting 
to lay. One hen can’t seem to get it right and insists on laying her eggs on a flat, open 
surface, above the nesting box. But at least I know where to look.

I had Ginnie fix me some of our own brown eggs for breakfast. She cracked one, it 
was a double-yolker. The next one was a double-yolker also—two double yolkers in 
a row! It must be the laying mash. It has marigold extract in it to brighten the yolks 
and give’m zing.

They say a double-yolker is good luck. Two double-yolkers has to mean double 
good luck. Right?

After suffering hail damage this spring, contractors are replacing our roof with 
steel—blue steel. The sky is blue and our roof too. Blue sky is the color of dreams.

And Roomba keeps right on doing the rumba.
Have a good story?  Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 

email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook.  Curt stories are also 
read on 106.3 FM in Farmington.  

STEVEN C. GILLETTE
Steven C. Gillette, age 30 of Fort Madison passed away on Saturday, September 16, 

2017. Arrangements are pending at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Infamous hens laying 
good luck eggs

http://greatrivermedical.org/events/life-is-your-art-advance-directors-ipost
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 
 (319) 372-3614

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Sports/Local News

when you buy a new set of 4 qualifying tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2017

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

Take the Money & Ride Fall Savings Event! 

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL INSPECTIONS  

GRIFFIN’S
Fall Coupons

Must mention 
“Pen City Current Coupon”
at time of service or show 

ad via your mobile 
device for savings!
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U.S. Postage
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Fort Madison, IA 52627 
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and restore lost handling. Save on 

2 and 4 wheel alignments. 
Recommended every year/15,000 miles.

FREE

ALIGNMENT CHECK
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Click This Ad 
for more details or to schedule your 

appointment online!

Receive up to
$60 

Pre-Paid Visa Card
On a qualifying 

purchase of brake pads
Now through September 30th, 2017

Sign up for our 
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card today!

6 Mos. Special 
Financing On All 

Purchases of 
$199 or more. 

HTC spikers goes 4-1 
at Keokuk Invite

BY PCC STAFF

KEOKUK - The Holy Trinity Crusad-
ers dropped their first games of the year 
Saturday evening at the Keokuk Invita-
tional volleyball tournament.

The Crusaders dropped two straight 
to 14-1 New London in the last contest 
of the tournament for HTC. Knoxville 
beat New London earlier in the day in a 
15-12 tiebreaker. HTC downed Knox-
ville in straight sets 21-11, 21-11, but 
couldn’t catch up with the Lady Tigers 
falling 21-17, 21-18 for HTC’s first loss 
of the year.

The Crusaders rolled through the first 
four games of the tourney giving up 
only 12 points to Columbus Junction 
in their first match of the day before 
downing Burlington Notre Dame 21-17, 
21-14. HTC then turned away Central 
Lee 21-14, 21-6 before knocking off 

Knoxville and then facing New London.
Junior Emily Box led the Crusaders 

on offense with 113-of-129 attacking 
and 65 kills for the tournament Box also 
had 38 digs to lead HTC in that catego-
ry as well. Elyse Pothitakis had 37 digs. 
Fellow junior Taylor Boeding had 19 
kills on 35-40 attacks at the net. Senior 
Maya Rashid has 111 assists in the 10 
sets played on the day for 11.1 average 
per set, a number that’s tops in Class 1A.

Sam Hoenig was a perfect 62-of-62 
serving with 10 aces on the day. Rashid 
was 40-of-40 from the service line with 
five aces.

Other top performers for HTC at the 
tournament included Eryn Anderson 
who was 36-of-41 attacking and went 
47-of-48 service with eight aces. Box 
was 32-of-33 serving, Pothitakis was 29-
of-31 at the line with four aces.

The Crusaders host the Holy Trinity 
Catholic Volleyball Classic Monday 
with games beginning at 4 p.m. HTC 
will play in the 1st, 3rd and 5th games 
according to school’s website.

Crusaders to host
Classic Monday

Taylor Boeding fires a kill in Thursday’s match up with Central Lee. 
HTC lost their first game of the season to New London at the Keokuk 
Invitational Tournament Saturday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Jordan Trelstad works on glazing a skull during Sunday’s Art in Cen-
tral Park. Sydney Suesens, Jordan’s mother, helps with the project. 
The two are originally from Fort Madison, but now live in Hamilton 
and made the trek to the 10th annual art festival.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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Classifieds

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

319-246-1294
Like Us On Facebook!

JOB FAIR
Tues., Sept. 26th
10:00am - 2:00pm
at Bagcraft Papercon
2068 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison

We place people first!

Team Staffing is hosting a job fair at Bagcraft Papercon. 
Multiple placement opportunites are available. 

Plant Tours

On-Site Interviews!

Giveaways
Refreshments

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Now Hiring
1st Shift

Marketing Position
in Ft. Madison

Team Staffing Solu-
tions is now hiring for a 
1st shift Marketing posi-
tion in Fort Madison. Pay 
is based on experience.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

ADVERTISE
in a

brand new 
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Classifieds

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Advertise your 
service business

90 days
Only $7499

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.fortmadison.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017-Ladies-Golf-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

http://seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 18 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 70.8º F | Low – 65.6º F

TUE 19 Sep

Light Rain
High– 78.6º F | Low – 71.6º F

WED 20 Sep

Light Rain
High– 84.9º F | Low – 69.3º F

THU 21 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 85.2º F | Low – 77.0º F

FRI 22 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 91.9º F | Low – 74.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

Banking
at the touch of a button.

easy. peasy.

MOBILE
MEMBER FDIC EQUAL HOUSING

Call 319-372-2243 for more details
or click this ad to download the app.

MALL OF AMERICAMALL OF AMERICA
NOVEMBER 18-19 // SINGLE $250 // DOUBLE $200 PP
Join Trailways Travel for a weekend of great shopping at Mall of America! Mall 
of America is located in Bloomington, Minnesota - only 15 minutes from 
downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul. As one of the most visited tourist 
destinations in the world, Mall of America features 520 stores, 50 restaurants 
and attractions galore, including Nickelodeon Universe®, the nation’s largest 
indoor theme park, and the American Girl store. Right next door is IKEA! Plus 
there’s NO sales tax on clothing or shoes! 

NOVEMBER 11 // ONLY $55 PER PERSON!
Climb aboard a deluxe motorcoach and meet your friendly on-board host 
before heading to Altoona, IA for a great day of shopping at The Shoppes of 
Prairie Crossing, part of the NEW Outlets of Des Moines! Leave the driving and 
parking to us, and save your energy to map out your shopping plan! Grab a 
friend, and make your reservations early!

OUTLETS OF DES MOINESOUTLETS OF DES MOINES

DOWNTOWN CHICAGO
DECEMBER 12 // ONLY $65 PER PERSON!

A great day of shopping is waiting for you in Downtown Chicago! You will be 
dropped o� and picked up at Macy’s for your hunt of the perfect purchases!  
You may also want to visit the Christkindlmarkt, a German styled Christmas 
Market with food booths, entertainment, and shops �lled with decorations, 
toys, etc. near our drop area as well as the many other downtown stores. 

DOWNTOWN CHICAGO

Shopping!LET’S GOLET’S GO

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
www.trailwaystravel.com

3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

But this year was some-
thing different. I was giv-
en a media pass to move 
about the stadium and 
shoot pictures. I got some 
great photos but being 
close to the action with a 
good piece of equipment 
and some anticipation can 
yield good pix for even a 
novice shooter.

But the real value of 
the media pass was in the 
number of people I ran 
into that were helping put 
on on the event.

I had no idea the 
number of people I saw 
that were helping put 
this event on day in and 
day out. I was especially 
impressed while shooting 
the Li’l Spurs Rodeo. I 
went up by the chutes and 
was going to climb up 
on the staging areas and 
shoot pictures from there, 
but it was packed.

The amazing thing was 
that every person volun-
teering and helping with 
that event was local. Too 
numerous to mention, 
but the names Holtkamp, 
Wilson, Sherwood, 
Fullenkamp, Culbertson, 

Andrews, and of course 
General Chairman Josh 
Denning all come to 
mind, and those were 
just some of the names in 
official capacities.

Behind the scenes there 
were even more Fort 
Madison people involved. 
Of course, it may all 
seem very naive of me, 
but truly until you see all 
these people donning a 
cowboy hat behind the 
scenes it’s really amazing. 
From the start of the week 
you have breakfasts and 
meals being planned, 
people moving products 
and supplies in and out of 
arena facilities, Holy Trin-
ity parents and students 
helping park and serve 
meals. Yeah, there is some 
motivation with funding, 
but that’s a ton of work. 
You have social groups 
stepping up to help sell 
buttons, serve as ushers, 
and even helping provide 
some security.

This year, the commit-
tee had to reach out to 
the community to help fill 
some of the positions that 
were normally filled by 

local schools and service 
clubs due to reduced 
numbers in the clubs and 
participation and the 
whole week seemed to go 
off without a hitch.

Even the city is to be 
commended for getting 
15th street up to the arena 
completed prior to the 
rodeo and holding off on 
the main work of the 27th 
Street intersection until 
after Rodeo week. They 
had thought of keeping 
just one lane open each 
way during the week.

Josh Denning and 
the rodeo committee 
are probably still asleep 
after the long week, and 
who could blame them. 
More than 32,000 people 
went through the gates 
this year, marketing was 
advanced with technol-
ogy, and the community 
helped fill the arena with 
billboards and digital 
support, and the program 
continues to grow.

Denning said next year, 
they may reach out to 
the community through 
social media and ask for 
suggestions on enter-

tainment. This guy and 
that committee spend an 
enormous amount of their 
own time and making 
sure they put together 
one of the best rodeos in 
the midwest. When they 
reach out for suggestions, 
make sure you take a few 
minutes to give them 
some feedback because, as 
Denning said, their goal 
is to provide the best en-
tertainment at a price that 
makes sense to families in 
the area.

So, hats off to this year’s 
rodeo committee and ALL 
the people who gave of 
their own time to put on 
an event that can rival any 
other event in the Mid-
west. And here’s looking 
forward to what they 
unveil for next year.

By the way, a big ku-
dos to Jesse Rudd, who 
quickly gathered up the 
American flag when Bob-
by Reid missed his mark 
and landed outside the 
stadium for the first time 
in long while. It’s touching 
to see someone keeping 
things in perspective. But 
that’s Beside the Point.

Local volunteers give rodeo strength
RODEO - Continued from Page 1

http://www.leecountybank.com
http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tours/Search/shopping
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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