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Don’t forget Social Media!
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@pencitycurrent:

SPORTS:

Hounds’ Steffensmeier faced No. 1 seed
at J-Hawk Invitational Saturday.

See page 6
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FMCH starts hospice care service

Hospital foundation to lend
financial support to program

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison Community Hos-
pital (FMCH) Home Health Care will begin offering
Hospice Care in early spring 2018.

This enhanced service line will now be known as
FMCH Home Health & Hospice.

FMCH Home Health & Hospice will continue to
provide in-home health care services that include
medical care, personal care and rehabilitation therapy
while adding hospice care. The focus will remain on
teaching clients to care for themselves, manage their
health challenges and remain safely in the comfort of
their own homes. By adding hospice care, these profes-
sionals will be joined by a chaplain and social worker to
provide continuity of care for chronically ill, terminally
ill or seriously ill patients. Working together as a care
team, they will be able to develop a personalized plan
of care to help these patients and their families through
this difficult journey.

“We are really excited to offer hospice care to our
clients. Many times we find ourselves caring for their
physical needs up to the point where hospice care takes

over. We want to be able to continue the medical care
while also providing the emotional and spiritual care so
vital when our patients are facing a life-limiting illness
or injury, said Deb Green, FMCH Home Health &
Hospice Director. “We are very fortunate to have the
support of our FMCH Foundation to help make this
opportunity possible”

The addition of this service line will be financially
supported by the FMCH Foundation.

“The FMCH Foundation’s mission is to support the
work of FMCH. The Foundation Board of Trustees
believe strongly that by adding hospice care we will
be able to more fully care for our patients through all
of life’s health care challenges, while allowing them to

See FMCH page 3
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The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassador Club paid a visit to Velocity Dance
and Tumbling studio on Friday. The business is located at 822 Avenue G and offers a full
range of tumbling and dance classes for all ages. More information can be found at www.
velocitydanceandtumbling.com.
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EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Theres just somethin’
‘bout them farm boys

O ur first spring at the Empty Nest Farm was a
busy time for Ginnie and me. There was the garden to
plow and plant, the barn to clean out from moving (ev-
erything we didn’t know what to do with we jammed
in the barn), and the mulch bed to build along the
highway. Our “farm” is located along Highway 34, and
I wanted to construct a six-foot wide mulch bed along
the highway to display my metal sculptures. I laid down
a strip of tar paper along the highway, secured it with
stakes, then dumped mulch on top of the tar paper.

It was a lot of work, but a nice time for Ginnie and
me to work together outdoors. We would go to town in
the truck to Mt. Pleasant’s waste-disposal yard, shovel
mulch into the truck, then haul it out to the farm. I
don’t know how many loads we hauled, but it was a
parcel. Every once in a while I would look up at the
crystal-clear blue sky, breathe in the fresh air, and say,
“Thank you, God, for this life You have given us”

Spreading the mulch on the tar paper was a lot of
work, too. Once again, we shoveled the mulch out of
the truck and then spread it by hand, a foot deep, all
over the tar paper. Ginnie, being a city girl, wasn’t used
to work like this (wet mulch is about like shoveling
manure). I told her that if she wanted to be a farm wife,
shed better get used to it. She emptied the mulch out of
her cuffs and threw it at me.

We were busy spreading mulch when we heard a
rumble and a roar. Looking up, there were two boys on
four-wheelers, wearing spacemen helmets, looking at
us. They took off their helmets and one of them said,
“Whatcha don?”

I said, “We’re spread’n mulch for a mulch bed so that
I can display my metal sculptures to the people passing
by on the highway”

They both said in unison, “Can we help?”

Ginnie looked at me. I looked at Ginnie. She
shrugged her shoulders in a, “Sure, how-can-we-re-
fuse?” manner.

Both boys jumped right in, got down on their hands
and knees, and spread mulch with their bare hands like
troopers.

This was our first encounter with our neighbor boys.

See SWARM, page 3
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

., IS NOw seeing patients
on Wednesdays
In the downtown
Fort Madison office

KMWWWWZZ@

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-753.2515 319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care Burlington Family Dentistry
319-394-3255 319-752-7993



http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Current-Lee/Lottery Numhers

BY PCC STAFF - Lee County Crime Stoppers will be holding a chili fundraiser at
both the Fort Madison and Keokuk Hy-Vee locations on Jan. 18 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Proceeds will be used for expenses and criminal payouts.

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

Local boys step up to help
out neighbors

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

After they left, Ginnie commented, “I've never seen kids that want to work like
that”

I said, “Them’s farm boys.”

Their names are Brody and Boden. We call them, “Bro” and “Bo”

Since then, it’s been a repeating scenario. I'll be doing something like unloading
chicken feed from the truck, they roar up in whatever: dirt bikes, snowmobiles,
four-wheelers, ask what I'm doing, and ofter to help.

When Ginnie and I are gone overnight, we have Bro and Bo take care of Buddy
and the chickens. Buddy loves Bro and Bo because they spoil him. The chickens love
Bro and Bo also, and flock around them when Bro and Bo arrive looking for corn
scratch. The boys gather eggs, bring in the newspapers and mail, and generally look
after things.

I text them when we're gone. “How’s things?”

“Great. UPS came, we put in garage.”

I read it to Ginnie. She says, “We’re so lucky. Them’s farm boys.”

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com, or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read
at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

Hospice still has positions to fill

FMCH - Continued from Page 1

remain in their homes,” said Carrie Green, Executive Director, FMCH Foundation.

FMCH Home Health & Hospice is actively seeking a Social Worker and Chaplain
to join their team of professionals. They are completing the credentialing process
through CMS and The Joint Commission to ensure the highest quality care is pro-
vided.

“When you work in health care you are given the occasion to experience the full
circle of life, from birth to death. At FMCH, we strive to provide the highest level
of compassionate, quality health care to our patients at whatever point in life they
need us. We feel the addition of hospice care, through our home health department,
expands this opportunity even further,” said Jeremy Alexander, Interim President/
CEO at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

— IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS
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Thank you to all of our customers who helped us
reduce our environmental footprint in 2017!

Great River Regional Waste Authority is
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage
our environmental footprint and help educate our
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:

Click Here

For your convenience:
10 cities

Ft. Madison Main Office: | Keokuk Transfer Station:

2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, IA
1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! - www.grrwa.com - facebook.com/grrwa
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Protect your hottom line with
The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

> " Producers who process, retail or direct market

= Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
and training

= Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

/B FARM BUREAU
BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CAO19 (12-14)
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WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank-

Some products and services not available in all areas. @

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL CENBER

PACKARD PERRY

Saturday,
January;20th

A40:00pm

1135 Ave. E * Wednesday-Saturday 5:00pm

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

Elevated Comfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”
- Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites

Fort Madison, lowa
4901 Ave O
wdison, 1A 52627
21: 319-246-1401
nandsuites.com
Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!
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http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
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Immediate
Openings

& Upcoming Job
Recruits!

Looking to fill a little time in
your routine?

ServiceMaster Cleaning &
Restoration is seeking candi-
dates to fill both Full and Part
Time positions within our Jan-
itorial Division. Candidates
must pass background check
and drug screening. Call
1-800-584-3364 for more in-
formation or stop by 1502 Av-
enue L, Ft. Madison to apply.

Join us at our January Job
Recruits:
Tuesday, January 9th «
1:00pm - 3:00pm
lowaWorks Southeast lowa
1000 N Roosevelt Ave,
Burlington, lowa

Thursday, January 18th «
2:00pm - 3:00pm
Fort Madison lowaWorks
933 Avenue H, Ft. Madison,
lowa

We are an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Now Hiring
Network/PC Tech

Full-time Network/PC Tech.
Some skills that are strong-
ly preferred: Windows
2012/2016 Server, Exchange
Server, VPN/T1 connectiv-
ity, LAN networking, active
directory, backup software,
virus/spyware removal. Pri-
or experience required.
Benefits include: MCSE/A+
Certification, medical, life in-
surance, retirement, bonus-
es, and more. Send resume
to careers@curesolutions.
com by January 20, 2018.

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 Bed-
room, 1 Bath centrally lo-
cated at 1933 Avenue | in
Ft. Madison. Refrigerator
and stove provided. $550/
month. Please call (319)
371-4040 for more details or
appointment to view. Leave
a message if no answer.

Selling
classic
carsina
modern
way

Up to 200 words
1 photo « 14 days
FREE

Place your
ad online
24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com

Em:‘ill t%our

o
Call
(319)371.4125

Place

your ad
online 24/7

Wishing you a
wonderful

NEW YEAR

filled with many

TREASURED
MOMENTS!

902 Avenue G
Ft. Madison, Ia
319-372-4040

Serving Southeast Iowa with over 150 Years of
combined experience in residential, commercial
and agriculture real estate!

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

YOusee

BULLYINL,

use
EMQJI

Tl doSOMETHINL

ABOUT

QIAMA

IWitnessBullying.org

IVIakeJonelofgtheseiNewatHomes

yougNewaHomeltoday!

507 & S04 WOODILAND BIBISIEATS o It Miadhsen, lin

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM

2nd Shift — General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history
Pay:-$+1-50-per-hour-plus-$6-30-shift-differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage
Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades

Condominium Features:
3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite,
Private Deck & Patio

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

Exclusive Residence Features:
- Landscaping, Building Exterior & Winter Maintenance Provided
- Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio

B02B33rdiStreetieIE3VIadisonylal

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet
2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor
Open Floor Plan
Finished Basement
Spacious Yard
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

45 0 et o Weest Bt Tio

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings!
3 Car Garage
Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity
Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area

Main Floor Laundry
Large Storage Room

New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

(Calllillitolviewfanylofitheselbeautifulihomes!)

Follow us on Facebook!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com  Call: 319-470-2540
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Sports/Weather

Steffensmeiler faces top-seed Lara at J-Hawk Invite

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

CEDAR RAPIDS - Wrestling fans at the J-Hawk
Invitational in Cedar Rapids Saturday caught a glimpse
of a possible matchup at the state wrestling tournament
in February when two of the top four wrestlers in the
state at 152 lbs squared off for the Invitational title.
Fort Madison’s senior Harlan Steffensmeier worked his
way through the 152 lbs bracket on a collision course
with top-ranked Cayd Lara of Fort Dodge. Lara is the
younger brother of Triston Lara, who bumped Stef-
fensmeier to 3rd place at last year’s state tournament
wrestling at 138 Ibs.

The J-Hawk invite attracts some of the best wrestlers
in the state as evidenced by Steffensmeier not recording
a pin in the tournament, but he did get a technical fall
over Indianola’s Nick Bonanno (15-0) and then a major
decision over Mitchell Mangold of West Delaware 14-4
for a chance to take on Lara for first place at the meet.

“That was the No. 1 kid in the state, ranking wise,”
Fort Madison Head Coach Ryan Smith said. “(Harlan)
was in the match. That could have gone the other way,
definitely. They awarded (Lara) two points for a near
fall and Harlan kind of went for a high-risk turn late
in the match down by one and gave up the reversal. So
those two points were critical, had he not given those
up, he wouldn’t have been forced to go for that”

Smith said taking the team to tournaments like this
one in Cedar Rapids helps the team know where they
are at stacked up against state quality wrestlers.

“It was a good match,” Smith said. ‘It's a good ba-
rometer and that’s why we go to these types of events.
Harlan’s right there and just needs to clean a couple

‘things up”
Junior Sam Hayes, who's currently ranked 7th in the
state at 195 1bs, didn’t wrestle at the meet due to an

11
It was a good match. It's a good
barometer and that's why we go to
these types of events. Harlan’s right
there and just needs to clean a few
things up.”

-Ryan Smith,
FMHS Wrestling coach

injury. Smith said Hayes will be kept out of competition
as long as they need to make sure he’s ready to go.

FMHS’s Danen Settles took 3rd place at 220 lbs with
an 8-2 decision over Owen Dunne of Dubuque Hemp-
stead.

“He was seeded first actually,” Smith said of Settles.
“He did a good job. He lost on a last second take down
in the semifinals. He was up by one and gave up a take
down at the end of the third period, but he bounced
back well for third place”

The other top five FMHS finishes in the 14-team
tourney included a fourth place finish for Ryan Stef-
fensmeier at 126 Ibs. and a 5th place finish for Dayne
Cordray at 120 Ibs.

Complete results for the Hounds are listed below.
106 Ibs - Elton Kruse (8-14) placed 7th and scored 4.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 8-14 received a bye ()
(Bye) Quarterfinal - Brennan Lechnir (Dubuque Hempstead) 20-4 won by
fall over Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 8-14 (Fall 0:57) Cons. Round 2 - EI-
ton Kruse (Fort Madison) 8-14 received a bye () (Bye) Cons. Semi - Luke
Farmer (West Delaware) 17-10 won by decision over Elton Kruse (Fort
Madison) 8-14 (Dec 4-0) 7th Place Match - Elton Kruse (Fort Madison) 8-14
won by fall over Nathan Canfield (Davenport Central) 14-10 (Fall 3:10)

120 Ibs - Dayne Cordray (19-10) placed 5th and scored 12.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-10 received a bye ()
(Bye)Quarterfinal - Chryshaun Taylor (Waterloo East) 14-6 won by decision
over Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-10 (Dec 11-5)Cons. Round 2 - Dayne
Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-10 received a bye () (Bye) Cons. Semi - Dayne

Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-10 won by fall over Tanner Samuels (Clinton)
8-19 (Fall 0:50)5th Place Match - Dayne Cordray (Fort Madison) 19-10 won
by major decision over Reily Dolan (West Delaware) 7-14 (MD 12-2)

126 Ibs - Ryan Steffensmeier (15-12) placed 4th and scored 13.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 15-12 received a
bye () (Bye)Quarterfinal - Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 15-12 won by
decision over Alex Maury (West Delaware) 18-9 (Dec 8-4)Semifinal - Brody
Teske (Fort Dodge) 27-1 won by fall over Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison)
15-12 (Fall 1:24)3rd Place Match - Joe Pins (Dubuque Hempstead) 26-2
won by fall over Ryan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 15-12 (Fall 1:41)

132 Ibs -Nathan Steffensmeier (8-17) place is un-
known and scored 0.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 8-17 re-
ceived a bye () (Bye)Quarterfinal - Logan James (Underwood) 30-3
won by tech fall over Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 8-17 (TF-1.5
4:00 (22-7))Cons. Round 2 - Wyatt Oppedahl (Boone) 4-4 won by de-
cision over Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 8-17 (Dec 4-1)

145 Ibs - Aaron Steffensmeier (25-7) placed 6th and scored 10.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Grant Ohlsen (Moline) 4-1 won by decision over Aaron Steffens-
meier (Fort Madison) 25-7 (Dec 10-3)Cons. Round 1 - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort
Madison) 25-7 received a bye () (Bye)Cons. Round 2 - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort
Madison) 25-7 won by decision over Cael Meyer (West Delaware) 18-6 (Dec 2-1)
Cons. Semi - Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 25-7 won by fall over Jack Gehl
(Dubuque Hempstead) 17-12 (Fall 3:52)5th Place Match - Grant Ohlsen (Moline)
4-1 won by decision over Aaron Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 25-7 (Dec 6-2)

152 Ibs - Harlan Steffensmeier (27-2) placed 2nd and scored 22.50 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 27-2 received a bye
() (Bye)Quarterfinal - Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 27-2 won by tech
fall over Nick Bonanno (Indianola) 22-11 (TF-1.5 2:05 (15-0))Semifinal - Harlan
Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 27-2 won by major decision over Mitchel Mangold
(West Delaware) 22-3 (MD 14-4)1st Place Match - Cayd Lara (Fort Dodge) 31-1
won by decision over Harlan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 27-2 (Dec 6-3)

195 Ibs - Alex Lauber (1-2) place is unknown and scored 0.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Dalton Sell (Muscatine) 17-9 won by fall over Alex Lauber
(Fort Madison) 1-2 (Fall 0:57Cons. Round 1 - Alex Lauber (Fort Madison) 1-2
received a bye () (Bye)Cons. Round 2 - Taylor Viktora (Cedar Rapids Jeffer-
son) 16-11 won by fall over Alex Lauber (Fort Madison) 1-2 (Fall 3:09)

220 Ibs - Danen Settles (19-10) placed 3rd and scored 15.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 19-10 received a bye () (Bye)
Quarterfinal - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 19-10 won by decision over
Dawson Troxel (Clinton) 15-15 (Dec 4-1)Semifinal - Dawson Sweet (Cedar
Rapids Jefferson) 10-4 won by decision over Danen Settles (Fort Madison)

19-10 (Dec 4-3)3rd Place Match - Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 19-10 won
by decision over Owen Dunne (Dubuque Hempstead) 19-9 (Dec 8-2)

285 - Dalton Mabeus (5-6) placed 7th and scored 11.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 5-6 won by fall over Carson
Petlon (West Delaware) 7-11 (Fall 1:02) Quarterfinal - Manny McGowan (Davenport
Central) 23-2 won by fall over Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 5-6 (Fall 0:56)Cons.
Round 2 - Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 5-6 won by fall over Elijah Robinson
(Clinton) 2-10 (Fall 1:06) Cons. Semi - Jordan Angle (Boone) 21-5 won by fall over
Dalton Mabeus (Fort Madison) 5-6 (Fall 1:31) 7th Place Match - Dalton Mabeus
(Fort Madison) 5-6 won by fall over Logan Finowski (Fort Dodge) 15-12 (Fall 1:12)

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com
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All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Pen City Current
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P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, 1A

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-
rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Nissa Rung, Advertising
(319).520.8953

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Advertising
(319).470.0622
sross@pencitycurrent.com
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