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Gibbs returns home with a message of strength

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A Fort Madison native brought 
his story of personal persistence and rise through the 
harsh world of recording artists back home Thursday 
afternoon

Fort Madison native and national recording artist 
Brandon Gibbs took time out of his touring schedule 
to talk with the FMHS student body about moving 
through personal goals without letting others derail 
your dreams.

The presentation was sponsored by the Fort Madison 
Activities Department and Gibbs was welcomed to the 
floor by FMHS activities director Andy Mitchell.

Gibbs said he wanted to bring a message to the group 
after he heard of the attempted suicide by a teenager in 
town after being bullied.

I’ve just seen a surge of people talking about bullying 
and getting bullied and of course I’m from here and I 
read about a case where someone was bullied and tried 

Fort Madison native Brandon Gibbs came back to Fort Madison on Thursday to deliver a mes-
sage of strength for the FMHS student body. He said in the world of cyber-bullying and after a 
district student tried to commit suicide he had to come back and talk about his life and strug-
gles, as well as the successes that came from inner strength.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See GIBBS, page 10

EMPTY 
NEST

BY Curt Swarm

FMMS students Get Low, Stay Low
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The 
Fort Madison Fire De-
partment in conjunction 
with Thomas Klann State 
Farm, got to experience 
a smoke-filled room and 
how to best protect and 
escape a dangerous fire 
situation.

The mobile-home style 
trailer was parked on 
the northwest slab at the 
FMMS and classes of 
students were able to go 
through the demonstra-
tion on Friday morning.

Jess Steenberg, with 
Klann’s office, organized 
the event and has done so 
for the past several years. 
She said the students en-

Fort Madison Middle School students got to experience a fire safety 
house Friday morning at the Fort Madison Middle School. The unit is 
used to help students identify secondary exits and how to identify hot 
spots as well as getting low in smoky rooms.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See STUDENTS, page 3

Sometimes death confuses me. It’s usually with the 
death of a younger person, a person who has not had 
the privilege of living to a “ripe old age.” Somehow, for 
me anyway, it doesn’t seem right that disease can come 
along and prematurely wipe out a life.

My friend Ray Tedrow recently passed away. I’ve writ-
ten about Ray Ray before. He was my supervisor years 
ago at a machine shop. He was smart, hard working, 
and had cystic fibrosis. I didn’t even know what cystic 
fibrosis was. Ray told me in an off hand way, like it was-
what-it-was, that there was nothing he could do about 
it, so he would just go ahead and set this machine up, 
that was what was important. That there was no cure 
for cystic fibrosis, that it was 100% fatal was something 
he couldn’t control so why worry about it? Live for the 
moment. That seemed to be Ray Ray’s philosophy. He 
was younger than me. He was a fighter and he was going 

See SWARM, page 3

Rocker talks to FMHS student 
body on bullying, strength

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe


2 - Pen City Current - Monday, October 30, 2017

Obituaries

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are 
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-

rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA

Pen City Current
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current 
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Nissa Rung, Advertising
(319).520.8953

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Advertising
(319).470.0622

sross@pencitycurrent.com

19th Street 
Join neighborhood businesses 

for treats, drinks & eats on
Beggars Night

Tuesday, October 31st 
from 5:00pm - 7:00pm

19th St. & Avenue H • Ft. Madison
Trick or Treat Give Me Something Good to Eat... 

 

Happy Happy Halloween! 

Hot Dog, Candy 
& A Drink

Brought to you by:
Kempker’s True Value  

Fareway Food Store
Holtkamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture

 Hall’s Ice Cream
10th Street Station

Trick or Treat

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

OBITUARIES

ELSIE EID CONNIE J. (HOYER) BARNES
Elsie M. Eid, 89, of Ft. Madison passed away on Sun-

day, October 29, 2017 at 2:16 AM at the Ft. Madison 
Community Hospital.

   She was born on February 17, 1928 
in rural Dallas City, IL to Harrison and 
Opal Fry Reed.  On April 16, 1955 she 
married Ervin L. Eid in Ft. Madison and 
he passed away on April 2, 2009.   Elsie 
was a homemaker.  She was an avid Chi-
cago Cubs and Kansas City Chiefs fan.  
Elsie enjoyed sewing, quilting, cooking, 

baking, reading, gardening and her flowers.  Her great 
love was her family, especially her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.

Survivors include three sons, Randy (Rhonda) Eid, 
Rick (Natalie) Eid and Scott(Lisa) Eid all of Ft. Madi-
son; three daughters, Robyn McWhortor, Shelly (Ed) 
Stegall and Rona (Kenny White) Eid all of Ft. Madi-
son; nineteen grandchildren, twenty great grandchil-
dren and one on the way and two great great grand-
children on the way.

   She was preceded in death by her parents, hus-
band; a grandson; a great granddaughter and a broth-
er.

   Friends may call after 2 PM on Thursday, Novem-
ber 2, 2017 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory 
where the family will meet with friends from 5-7 PM.  
Following the visitation her body will be cremated a 
burial will be in Oakwood Cemetery in Hamilton, IL.

   A memorial has been established in her memory 
and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.
com.

EID

Connie J. (Hoyer) Barnes, 74, of Fort Madison, 
Iowa, passed away on October 28, 2017, at 5:40 p.m. 
at The Kensington.  She was born on November 27, 

1942, in Fort Madison, Iowa, to Willis 
and Viola (Grosenkemper) Hoyer.  She 
married Ronald Barnes on April 27, 
1968, in Fort Madison.  Connie graduat-
ed from Aquinas Catholic High School 
in Fort Madison, Iowa in 1960.  Connie 
began her career with a high school job 
at Lampe Drug in Fort Madison, where 

she worked for many years at the cosmetics counter 
and as a buyer for the store from 1959 until 1977. 
In 1977, Connie opened a store of her own known 
as “Under the Sun”, which was a gift and bath shop 
known throughout the region.  Under the Sun quickly 
became a landmark in the Fort Madison downtown 
business community.  The business quickly grew and 
expanded over the years, and in 1982 Connie opened 
a second business known as “The Avenue” in down-
town Fort Madison selling Hallmark cards, candy and 
gifts.  In 1994, Connie opened yet another store also 
located in Fort Madison, known as the “Under the Sun 
Next Door Store” with a vast array of seasonal holiday 
products, collectibles and unique food items.  In 2000, 
Ron retired from Burrows Packaging to join with 
Connie in the family business ventures as partner and 
collaborator.

Connie was a member of the Fort Madison Cham-
ber of Commerce, Fort Madison Main Street, the 
Potowonok Circle of King’s Daughters and the Holy 
Family Catholic Parish and its Altar & Rosary Society.  
She was a past nominee for Business Woman of the 
Year, and a loyal volunteer for community Meals on 

Wheels and elementary school eye screenings.  She 
enjoyed tennis, golf, frogging, fishing, and travel to 
Jamaica, Mexico and the major gift markets, but most 
of all she loved spending time with family.

Connie is survived by her husband, Ron, together 
with four special feline fur babies known as Boots E, 
The Colonel, Grey Squirrel and Precious.  She is also 
survived by her brother, Doyle Hoyer, sister-in-law, 
Linda (Wesley) Groene, and brother-in-law, Raymond 
(Sharon) Barnes.  She is survived by nephews Gary 
(Lynn) Hoyer, Chad (Mindy) Ward, and Lee (Carla) 
Barnes, and nieces Jeanne (Brad) Hoyer Deery, Janis 
(Brad) Hoyer Randolph, and Dawn Barnes Wheeler.  
She loved and adored her many great nieces and neph-
ews.  She was preceded in death by her parents, several 
cousins, aunts and uncles, as well as sister-in-law Bert 
(Bremhorst) Hoyer and niece Shereen (Owen) Zyt-
nowski.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 
31, 2017 with the family to receive friends from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory in Fort Madison, Iowa.  The 
funeral Mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, November 1, 2017 at Ss. Mary & Joseph Church 
with Rev. Mark P. Spring officiating.  Burial will be in 
Gethsemane Cemetery.  Memorials have been es-
tablished for P.A.W. Animal Shelter or Holy Family 
Parish in Fort Madison. The family extends a special 
acknowledgement of appreciation and gratitude to 
the staff at The Kensington/Primrose Path and Great 
River Hospice for their kindness and support.  On-
line condolences to Connie’s family may be left at the 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.
kinglynk.com.

BARNES

http://kempkerstruevalue.com/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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From the Front/Lottery Numbers

 10/29 MID-DAY
5 3 2 

10/29 EVENING
6 7 6

 10/29 MID-DAY
5 2 1 6

10/29 EVENING
5 8 0 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

GRRWA has mandated that electronics 
cannot be put in the landfill. Please place 
all electronics in the appropriate bins 
provided at both the Fort Madison and 
Keokuk locations. If you are unsure as to 
where they should be placed, simply ask 

the Scale Clerk on duty.
We accept the following electronics free of charge:

Computer Towers & Modems
Radios
Cell Phones
CD & DVD Players, and VCRs
Printers
Drop Cords

The following items are accepted for a fee:

TVs, Monitors, Laptops, and Tablets
Consoles, Projections, and Big Screens
(Please call 319-372-6140 for pricing)

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175I

DO YOUR PART TO 
PREVENT GLOBAL 

DESTRUCTION!to whip the disease. I was 
impressed by his attitude.

Ray had a sister, Shirley, 
who also had the cystic 
fibrosis. I knew Ray and 
Shirley’s father well. When 
Shirley died it was a bum-
mer. Ray and his father and 
family seemed to take it in 
stride.

It wasn’t long before Ray 
had to quit work and take 
disability. But he enjoyed 
life. He had a Harley motorcycle, and liked to deer hunt, and race stock cars. He had a 
2000 Dodge RT and participated, with his dad and family, in small tractor pulls.

When he had a double-lung transplant at the University of Iowa Hospital, I thought 
he would go on to live a rich, full life. To get a new set of lungs was a miracle. Charac-
teristic of Ray, he was able to meet with the donor’s family to express his gratitude for 
the gift of life. What the new lungs did was extend Ray’s life for a few more years.

He spent the last couple of years living in Florida with his life mate. They both 
belonged to a Christian motorcycle group. When Ray passed away, members of the 
group rode from Florida to Iowa to attend the funeral.

I like to remember Ray tapping his work-booted toe to ear-splitting music by Brewer 
& Shipley as he set up a lathe to run production. “Awaitin’ for the train that goes home 
sweet Mary, Hopin’ that the train is on time.”

Ray wasn’t supposed to live past his teens. He lived to be 48. But it still doesn’t seem 
right that Ray Ray is gone.

Casey was another friend, also younger than me. We partied hardy together, back in 
the day. He played third base on our softball team, and could wing it to first base like 
no one else. Mighty Casey at the bat.

That bladder cancer could come along and take down a guy like Casey just doesn’t 
seem right. When Ginnie and I went out to see him in Colorado in his final days, he 
thought we had come out to party, and felt bad that he couldn’t show us a good time. 
That we had come just to see him didn’t seem to sink in.

Mighty Casey struck out.
Ginnie’s mother recently passed away. She was just a few days short of ninety, and 

died fast with no extended suffering. That’s the way it should be—live a long full life, 
raise a family, while faith grows stronger. Ginnie and her family grieve, but accept.

That’s a proper death.
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 

him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read at 
106.3 FM in Farmington.

Friends leaving early is a 
bit hard to take

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

joy the experience, but it’s also informative and provides safety instructions on how 
to escape a smoke-filled home.

“We just do it to make sure the kids know the safety plan,” Steenberg said. “If we 
can help one kid, it’s a job well done.”

She said State Farm and the Fort Madison Fire Department have been part of 
bringing the fire safety house each year to Fort Madison students. But this year is a 
new unit that has been upgraded with additional features.

“We have it every year. We started in 2012 with Richardson and Lincoln and decid-
ed to move it to the middle school level,” she said.  “Last year we didn’t do it because 
we were getting a brand new fire safety house, but every October we do this.”

She said the kids get very excited about going into the smoke room, but there is 
other safety instruction going on such as detecting secondary exits and identifying 
hot-spots in homes.

“We teach Get low, Stay low and we talk about secondary exits,” Steenberg said. 
“The bedroom is simulated hot so we have them go down the ladder and get to their 
safe meeting place outside the house. But they love the smoke room. That’s probably 
the room they are most excited about.”

Kids find fire dangers in mobile unit
STUDENTS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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Sports

when you buy a new set of 4 Cooper tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2017

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

Take the Money & Ride Fall Savings Event! 

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL INSPECTIONS
& 

Sign up for our 
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card today!  

GRIFFIN’S
Fall Coupons

Must mention 
“Pen City Current Coupon”
at time of service or show 

ad via your mobile 
device for savings!
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U.S. Postage
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Permit No. 2717
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Fort Madison, IA 52627 
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and restore lost handling. Save on 

2 and 4 wheel alignments. 
Recommended every year/15,000 miles.

FREE

ALIGNMENT CHECK

 With purchase of 4 tires

SERVICE SAVINGS
ANY SERVICE 
OVER $50.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $200.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $100.00

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

$20 OFF

FREE
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6 Mos. Same As Cash On All 
Purchases of $199 or more. 

Make the CarCareOne card
 your first card choice!

The CarCareOne card makes it easy to get the 
service and repairs you need so you can hit the 
road without blowing the budget. Use your card 
for oil changes, tires, and routine maintenance. 

And, enjoy exclusive cardholder benefits!

For service, parts, tires & accessories!

• 6 Months Same As Cash on purchases of $199 or more
• No Annual Fees • Online Account Management

•See Store For Details

No local medalists at 
state x-country meet

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT DODGE - Fort 
Madison High School 
sent three senior runners 
to the state meet in Fort 
Dodge Saturday with 
goals of medaling and 
Holy Trinity sent a sopho-
more who was feeling the 
tourney out for the first 
time.

No medals were 
brought home by any 
runner, but gritty perfor-
mances were found all 
around as they raced the 
5K Lakeside Municipal 
Golf Course site.

Holy Trinity senior 
Brett Schneider had the 
best run of the day run-
ning for FMHS finishing 
43rd of 138 runners in 
Class 3A with a time of 
20:02.6. Schneider said 
she was disappointed at 
first with her finish as it 
was her senior year.

“It was my senior year 
and I set my goals pretty 
high so I was going into to 
give it all I had, but then 
I realized that this is state 
and when you go to state 
it’s a one-of-a-kind race. 
It’s hard to prepare for,” 
Schneider said. “The first 
half felt really good I was 
in the top 10 or so and the 
second half it hit me and I 
started falling farther and 
farther back.

“At first I thought I 
did really bad, but then I 
looked at my time and it 
was a second faster than 
districts. Everyone was 
super fast up there, the 
boys were faster, the girls 
were faster, but I love 

running against that com-
petition and I qualified all 
four years so I’m proud of 
that.

HTC doesn’t have a girls 
cross-country team, but 
had Schneider been able 
to run in Class 1A her 
time would have put her 
in 16th place, one spot out 
of the medal by 3 seconds. 
The 15th place, Class 1A 
was 19:59.7 -  but who 
knows what happens 
when you’re chasing a 
medal at state.

FMHS senior Aaron 
Steffensmeier had the 
next highest finish placing 
63rd out of 129 Class 3A 

boys runners. The top 
time was 15:49.1 from 
Miles Back of Center 
Point-Urbana.

Steffensmeier said he 
tried to stay out of trouble 
looking both ways out 
of the starting gate, but 
then found himself in the 
middle of the pack.

“I was just trying not 
to get sucked in. I didn’t 
want to screw myself at 
the beginning,” he said.

Steffensmeier ran with 
tights and gloves on 
a cool day but said he 
didn’t know if that had an 

HTCs Brett Schneider, who runs for Fort Madi-
son High School, had the highest local finish at 
Saturday’s state cross-country meet finishing 
43rd in Class 3A girls. She’s shown here at the 
halfway point on the course in Fort Dodge

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMHS senior Aaron Steffensmeier comes out of the gate in the middle 
of the pack with the 3A runners on Saturday in Fort Dodge. Steffens-
meier finished 63rd in the race.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See RUN, page 6

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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www.drmarkdds.com

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Even Vampires
have to brush their teeth 

Click this ad to schedule your appointment

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Sports/Classifieds

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

the classifieds

impact.
“It was a gut race. I was 

running horrible and I 
don’t know if the clothes 
made a difference or not. 
I was just feeling like crap 
and I wasn’t happy with 
it,” he said catching his 
breath immediately after 
the run. “I knew I didn’t 
have a choice so I lived 
with and did the best I 
could.

HTC sophomore Matt 

Hellige raced to 90th 
place out of 149 runners 
finishing at 18:04.4 in the 
Class 1A boys run. Hellige 
has led the HTC boys 
team all year and qualified 
with an 8th place finish at 
the Pekin qualifying run 
Oct. 18.

“At the beginning, I was 
a little nervous going to 
state for the first time. 
Once I started the nerves 
went away,” Hellige said,.

Hellige typically fin-
ished in the top five all 
year in district meets, 
usually in the top three, 
and he said running with 
so many runners in front 
of him was intimidating.

“It felt a little different 
being behind that many 
people, I was just trying 
to run my race - but this 
was a lot more runners 
definitely.”

The course has a few 
inclines but a similar 

amount of downslopes 
and Hellige said that 
didn’t bother him too 
much either.

“It was a little hilly on 
the first turn and then 
mostly it was flat with a 
few downhills. I’m pretty 
used to that terrain so I 
tried to take advantage of 
some of the downhills.”

HTC head coach Matt 
Mohrfeld said he told 
Hellige to just try and 
stay clean at the start and 
enjoy the run.

“That’s the real deal out 
there. You know you bring 
an athlete here and you 
run the numbers... given 
his desire and stuff that’s 
exactly where I thought 
he’d be. My advice was, 
“you’re at state- enjoy it,” 
Mohrfeld said. “I told him 
not to get boxed in, but 
I think he got out a little 
hot.”

FMHS senior Sierra 

Howardson finished at 
104th at 21.09 in the Class 
3A girls run. She was 
helped out of the runners 
chute at the end of the 
race.

She said the race as a 
whole didn’t feel good to 
her, but she’s happy she 
was able to qualify three 
times as a Bloodhound 
and once in Tennessee as 
a freshman.

“It didn’t feel good to 
me. It was odd, my legs 
hurt and my hips were 
hurting,” she said. “I just 
feel blessed I was able to 
go all four years. After the 
race my body was trying 
to figure itself out again.”

She said the environ-
ment and magnitude of 
the race didn’t have an 
impact on her.

“We go to big races on 
the weekend to experi-
ence big races so we get 
used to that,” she said. 
“But being able to go to 
state all four years is an 

accomplishment. It so 
cool to see more people 
are joining cross country 
teams and more specta-
tors showing up. It’s not 
just a mom and dad a few 

spectators anymore.
Howardson said she’s 

looking at possibly con-
tinuing her cross-country 
at the United States Mili-
tary Academy next year.

Seniors’ times at state reflect progress through season
RUN - Continued from Page 1

HTC sophomore Matt Hellige (1053) takes the 
inside track at the state Class 1A cross country 
run on Saturday in Fort Dodge. At left, FMHS’s 
Sierra Howardson works at the halfway point.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
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JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

• Production Supervisor - 2484 
- Salaried, responsible for leading shift of 50+ associ-
ates.
- Qualifications: B.S. degree in engineering, business 
management, operations management, supply chain 
or related field. 2 to 5 years overall manufacturing 
experience. Assign work and monitor progress of team 
in areas: production, equipment maintenance, building 
and grounds maintenance, warehouse, distribution, 
and field operations.

• Warehouse - Inventory (Stager) - 2124 
- Qualifications: Previous experience in inventory 
management in a manufacturing or warehouse environ-
ment.

• Maintenance Electrician - 2526
- Qualifications: 5 to 7 years of experience in electri-
cal maintenance, PLC technician/electrical education 
courses, in depth mechanical/electrical aptitude, 
schematic reading/interpretation.

• Packaging Technician - 2575 
- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a 
machine operator, production operator or equivalent 
position in a high speed manufacturing environment. 

Apply on line at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/ 
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number 

Call (937) 367-7248 for inquires

Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Happily ever after...

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

1031 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166255

721-723 Avenue D
4BR • 3BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166346

307 9th Street
2BR • 2BA

Listing #20166492

620 34th Street
2BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165503

2160 Grand Venture Avenue 
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165295

604 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20165688

536 Avenue C
2BR • 1BA

Listing #20166078

530 Avenue C
3BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166051

3569 Hwy 16, Wever
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20165958

1212 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166382

2709 Avenue M
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166516

721 Maple Street, Donnellson
3BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166590

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

...sooner than you Dreamed

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

2002 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166517

225 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165899

834 Avenue F
3BR • 1BA

Listing #20166461

412 24th Street
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166236

307 South 5th Street, Farmington 
5BR • 2.50BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20164117

1712 Avenue E
4BR • 1.50BA

Listing #20164725

4911 Bluff Road
3BR • 1.75BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20164861

403 10th Street
5BR • 3BA

Listing #20166615

211 Main Street, Montrose
2BR • 1BA • 2 car garage

Listing #2014279

1315 Avenue E
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20164148

4613 Avenue L
3BR • 1.75BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20163423

the classifieds

Advertise your
service business

90 days • Only $7499

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Saturday, November 4th

7:30pm-10:30pm

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday - 

Saturday 
5:00pm

Steve & Michaela McLain

Saturday, November 25th • 10am - 2pm
Downtown Ft. Madison • Avenue G

Visit Santa from 
10am - Noon 

at SiP • 7th St. 

Carriage Rides • Kids Crafts • Treats • Carolers • Polar Express

Shop Downtown 
Businesses for 
Store Specials
All Day Long!

Commemorative Glasses $15.00 each after Glass Pre-Sale Event.
For further details visit us on Facebook by clicking this ad,

call 319-372-5471 or stop by our office 614 9th St. Ft. Madison

Pick up your “Golden Ticket” to receive $5.00 Off a 
purchase of $25.00 or more at participating 

Wine Walk locations. 
Golden Ticket’s good Sat. Nov. 18th - Fri. Dec. 1st

21+ Event, valid I.D. required. 
Downtown Fort Madison Ticket Locations:

Ft. Madison Partners Office • Under the Sun • Funky Cowgirl

Glass Pre-Sale Event: 
November 10th • 5-7pm 

located at Chuong Garden
712 9th St. • Ft. Madison

Commemorative 
Glasses: 

$10.00 each

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Selling classic cars 
in a modern way

Up to 200 words • 1 photo • 14 days
FREE

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•
Email your ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
•

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

the classifieds

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/events/151408458797283/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22page_id_source%22%3A133267656756538%2C%22action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22%3A133267656756538%2C%5C%22tour_id%5C%22%3Anull%7D%22%7D]%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D
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http://themadison.biz/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


to take care of it in not so 
great a way.” Gibbs said 
after the morning hour-
long assembly. “I said, you 
know, I’ve got to get back 
home and talk about this 
because people see me 
as a a rocker or guy that 
may have it all but they 
don’t know what goes on 
behind closed doors or 
what went on inside. And 
in this business you put 
yourself out there and and 

it can make you vulner-
able.”

Gibbs started his 
presentation by bringing 
volunteers in from the 
student body to form a 
“band” and then asked a 
couple instructors includ-
ing Mike Ehlers and Tracy 
Madsen to be part of the 
group as well.  Showing 
the students that individ-
ually things can be tough, 
but together bigger things 

can be accomplished.
He also gave a speech 

to the group outlining his 
time building a band with 
his brother, who is a now 
a school resource officer 
and liaison officer with 
the Fort Madison Police 
Department.

Brandon Gibbs talked 
about how hard it was 
after building a local, 
then regional, and then 
national recording band 
with his brother, and then 
having his brother leave 
the band.

“I thought it was over...
it was over.  It was a 
punch in the stomach,” 
Gibbs said with Brent 
standing in the gymnasi-
um doorway. “But he told 
me he was taking another 
road, that he had anoth-
er career he wanted to 
pursue.”

Gibbs said he thought 
it was over for him at that 
time and left the record-
ing industry taking a job 
as a janitor to pay the 
bills. He said the person 
who gave him the job as 
the custodian eventually 
let him go because he 
knew Gibbs was not living 
the life he wanted.

“He said I’m letting you 
go because I can’t con-
tinue to watch you live 
this life. It’s not what you 
want and you need to go 
back and do what you do,” 
Gibbs recalled.

So he went back to 
recording and found hard 

times and he said the 
reaction from the people 
who knew him was much 
harder to bear than the 
task itself. He said he 
would read and hear com-
ments from people about 
“going out and finding a 
real job” or realizing that 
this wasn’t the business 
for him.

He was ready to give 
up after a group of people 
told him his work try-
ing to rebuild his career 
wasn’t as good as his pre-
vious work. He was ready 
to give up until his moth-
er called him and told 
him ESPN had emailed 
and wanted to use one 
his songs, “This Town” on 
their network.

Now Gibbs has toured 
as front man for Poison, 
played with Devil City 
Angels, and has written 
and performed songs in a 
variety of venues.

He said he wants peo-
ple to realize that he’s a 
musician but also has a 
message that life can take 
weird paths but staying 
true to who you are is the 
key to success and perse-
verance.

With everyone carrying 
social media with them, 
he said people should 
use that to power their 
dreams and not derail 
them.

“So now you’ve go the 
Internet, Facebook, and 
other things and people 

can take whatever jabs 
they want,” he said. I 
wanted to take the oppor-
tunity to tell them you can 
take the jabs and they can 
empower you.  You don’t 
have to let it hurt you.”

He said he’s spoken at 
several adult rallies and 
other locations but it was 
the first time he’s given a 
presentation to students.

“This is the first high 
school, but I’ve done adult 
rallies, and suicide bully 
preventions, but honest-
to-God, this was like my 
first show.”

He said he starts tour-
ing again this week, but 
would like to continue to 
work with students and 
adults alike. 
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 30 Oct

Partly Cloudy
High – 45.8º F | Low – 33.5º F

TUE 31 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 39.0º F | Low – 25.8º F

WED 01 Nov

Light Rain
High– 43.7º F | Low – 36.0º F

THU 02 Nov

Light Rain
High– 47.1º F | Low – 40.7º F

FRI 03 Nov

Light Rain
High– 59.1º F | Low – 44.6º F

OpenWeatherMap

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing 
companies has immediate openings for

highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS 
EVERY TUESDAY

9AM-3PM

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Gibbs giving back as music career hits high gear
GIBBS - Continued from Page 1

As part of his new “band” Gibbs shows the cover shot in hopes of land-
ing “a deal” with FMHS Band instructor Tracy Madsen.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.webesalsa.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://htccampaign.org
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