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January & February

Editors Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
best read news articles 
from our website penci-
tycurrent.com, the top 
social media posts, and 
the photos that impressed 
the most readers from 
each month.

Each issue of 2018 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories & photos as they 
originally appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2018

ISP reports third officer assault since July

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – According to a state-
ment released Thursday night by the Iowa 
State Penitentiary, the prison is currently on 
restricted movement following an assault on 
an officer this afternoon.

The statement, released by Curt Overton 
of the Iowa Dept. of Corrections, indicated a 
staff member was assaulted by an inmate at 
the Iowa State Penitentiary in Fort Madison 
at approximately 2:45 p.m. Thursday after-

noon.
The staff member, a correctional 

officer, was conducting a search of 
an inmate’s cell when the inmate 
attempted to strike the officer with 

closed fists. The officer that was attacked, as 
well as another officer that was in the area, 
quickly took control of the situation.

The staff member was assessed by institu-
tion medical professionals for scratches and 
bruises that occurred from the incident. He 
returned to his post after his medical evalua-
tion.

The inmate that attacked the staff member 
was transported to University of Iowa Hospi-
tal and Clinics for further medical assistance.

This incident remains under investigation, 

and the penitentiary has been placed on “re-
stricted movement” for the time being.

The assault is the third reported at the pris-
on since July.

The attack comes just days before a fund-
raiser for officer Jesse Burgher who was 
stabbed multiple times by an inmate at ISP 
with two homemade weapons on Oct. 18, 
2017. That fundraiser is set for Saturday from 
11 a.m. to midnight at the LULAC Club in 
Fort Madison.

Another incident involving close to 50 
inmates broke out on July 1 that resulted in a 
prolonged lockdown at the facility.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.
com and social media 39,946 times and was 
engaged with 8,541 times.

Inmate sent to UIHC for 
medical treatment after attack

Pen City Current has confirmed through an employ-
ee who asked not to be named that Siemens in Fort 
Madison has permanently laid off 203 employees with 
severance packages. We’ll post more on the story to our 
website when additional information is available and 
verified.

This social media post was read 113,717 times and was 
engaged with 20,889 times.

KEOKUK - The Lee 
County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrests 
of two Keokuk, Iowa men 
on felony and misde-
meanor drug charges.

Michael Lee Hawkins, 
age 64, of the 1500 block 

of Des 
Moines 
Street, Ke-
okuk, Iowa 
was arrest-
ed on Jan. 
6, at his 
residence 

on two outstanding felony 
drug warrants. Hawkins 

is charged with delivery 
of less than five grams 
of methamphetamine 
second or subsequent 
offense, a class C felony 
with an enhancement. If 
convicted, Hawkins faces 
up to 60 years in a state 
correctional facility.

The arrest of Hawkins 
stems from an investiga-
tion by the Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force into 
allegations that he was in-
volved in the distribution 
of illegal drugs in the Lee 
County area.

In an unrelated matter, 

Todd Michael Spurgeon, 
age 43, of the 2400 block 
of Johnson Street, Ke-
okuk, Iowa was arrested 
on Jan. 6 in the 200 block 
of Highway 61 in Keokuk 

following a 
traffic stop. 
Spurgeon 
is charged 
with 
possession 
with intent 
to deliver 

less than five grams of 
methamphetamine, a class 
C felony. If convicted, 
Spurgeon faces up to 10 

years and 30 days in a 
state correctional facility.

The arrest of Spurgeon 
stems from a traffic stop 
by a Lee County deputy in 
which a K9 unit alert-
ed on the vehicle being 
driven by Spurgeon. Items 
that support the charges 
were discovered during a 
search of the vehicle.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office, Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa 
Division of Narcotics 
Enforcement, and the Ke-
okuk Police Department 
assisted the Lee County 

Narcotics Task Force in 
this investigation.

The defendants are pre-
sumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcot-
ics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the 
funds administered by the 
Iowa Governor’s Office of 
Drug Control Policy.

This news story was read 
on pencitycurrent.com and 
social media 20,385 times 
and was engaged with 
7,756 times.

HAWKINS

SPURGEON

Lee County K9 sniffs out meth on traffic stop

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://UnitedWay.org
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Local economic and elected of-
ficials are wrestling today with news of more than 200 
permanent layoffs at the Siemens wind blade facility in 

Fort Madison.
Employees at the plant were notified in meetings late 

Tuesday and early Wednesday about the company’s 
decision to offer permanent severance packages to 202 
employees.

Kaile Gurney, a Siemens Gamesa spokesperson, said 
the company informed employees today about efforts 
to position the Fort Madison plant for the future.

“Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy informed em-
ployees today about efforts to position the Fort Madi-
son plant for future competitiveness,” she wrote in an 
email to Pen City Current.

“Business volume at this location through the 2018 

fiscal year does not support the existing workforce 
level. While we remain strongly committed to the 
long-term viability of the U.S. wind market, a difficult 
decision has been made to adjust the Fort Madison 
workforce by about 200 employees. As a reflection of 
the importance of Fort Madison to our business strate-
gy moving forward, we are making a significant capital 
investment at the plant to install additional blade 
molds for new wind turbine models.”

Gurney said all affected employees will receive 
60 days pay in lieu of notice and approximately 330 
employees remain on staff. She said future staffing will 
depend on the market and product lines.

“Headcount is always based on the needs of the 
business. We are currently retooling the factories to 
accommodate additional product lines. With these 
capital investments and expected increased delivery 
schedules, we do anticipate some employee recalls later 
this year,” she said.

An email 
addressed to Fort 
Madison Mayor 
Brad Randolph, 
Keokuk Mayor 
Tom Marion, 
and other lo-
cal and county 
officials was sent 
this morning by 
Siemens Plant 
Manager Tony 
McDowell.

“Dear Mayors 
Randolph and 
Marion, Cities of 
Fort Madison and Keokuk, and Lee County Officials,

I regret to inform you that effective today, January 
24, the Siemens Gamesa management team must share 
a difficult decision with our employees. Unfortunately, 
our business volume through FY2018 does not sup-
port our existing 
workforce level, 
requiring a tem-
porary workforce 
reduction of 202 
employees. While 
decisions that im-
pact our employ-
ees and commu-
nities are never 
easy, this decision 
is necessary to 
properly size our 
workforce. All affected employees will be provided a 
comprehensive package appropriate to their years of 
service. Naturally, positive changes in the business 
situation will result in the call back of those employees 
according to company policy.

I want to reassure you that Siemens Gamesa is mak-
ing significant capital investments in Fort Madison 
to reconfigure and retool our factory as we update a 
product line and install new blade molds. With these 
capital improvements, we are positioning ourselves for 
long-term growth. Siemens Gamesa remains strongly 
committed to wind power in the United States and 
Canada, and our plants in Iowa and Kansas are critical 
to our business strategy.”

Randolph said the news was disappointing and 
hopefully the retooling the plant will allow some of the 
jobs to return.

“I guess I would just say I’m deeply disappointed. 
While I don’t understand the business model and 
changes with the merger, they have to do what’s right 
for the company,” Randolph said. “It ends up being at 

Siemens cuts 202

“I guess I 
would have to say 

I’m deeply
disappointed. 
While I don’t

understand the business 
model and changes with the 
merger, they have do what’s 

right for the company.”
 -Brad Randolph,

Fort Madison Mayor

RANDOLPH

“It’s
unfortunate that 

it’s occuring and 
200 people will be 

losing their jobs. We can hope 
it’s a blip.”

 -Jerry Kearns,
State Representative (D)

KEARNS

Local elected, economic 
officials hope area can absorb 
skilled workforce

See SIEMENS, page 3

http://www.grrwa.com


the expense of our community in terms of workforce 
and families and those 202 people that are greatly af-
fected by the layoff. I can only hope that, with what I’m 
being told in terms of retooling the plant for long-term 
success, that the layoffs would be relatively short-lived 
and they can recapture some of those people.”

State Representative Jerry Kearns said he just heard 
the news this morning.

“It’s unfortunate that it’s occurring and 200 people 
will be losing their jobs. We can hope it’s a blip,” Ke-
arns said.

“I don’t know...the demand is down and I assume 
competition is up. They’re aren’t the only makers of 
blades, but it’s too bad. They’re one of the bright spots 
of Lee County.”

Joe Steil, Lee County Economic Development 
Group’s executive 
director, said they 
received no com-
munication that 
the layoffs were 
coming.

“I had conver-
sations with them 
when there were 
some rumors 
flying around in 
2017 when at that 
point they had 
announced clos-
ing a sister facility 
in Canada,” Steil 

said this morning. “I do know even at that point in 
time sales were in a slump affecting the Fort Madison 
plant because of reduction in hours. That was a fact 
and we all knew about that. Speaking for myself, all the 
coverage on renewable energy and what our federal 

legislators have 
to decide is very 
important and has 
an effect on Iowa’s 
investment in 
renewable energy.”

Steil said he sees 
the plant talking 
about retooling 
the facility as a 
reason to think 
the plant will not 
be issuing further 
layoffs or even 
closure.

“Being an opti-
mistic person that is not the direction I see it going,” he 
said. “I think there’s a certain amount that needs to be 
said about when production isn’t there industries need 
to staff accordingly. I see that as probably being the 
situation here. The other thing is that Siemens num-
bers have historically gone up and down and I look to 
the future when sales get back where they need to be to 
drive production and get those workers back that have 
been displaced.”

Randolph said he was hopeful that there was enough 
demand in the area to pick up workers.

“Hopefully we have enough of a demand in the area 
that those dislocated can pick up employment quickly 
and we don’t have to experience and don’t have to go 
through people finding another community to work in 
because of the job climate. With recent federal action 
with tax reform and corporate taxes we see some re-
sponses from local industry in terms of taking some of 
that tax relief and applying it back into local resources.”

U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack said the Siemens produc-
tion has had its ups and downs, but has provided great 
jobs in Lee County.

“Siemens, as you know, has provided a lot of really 
great jobs in Fort Madison and southeast Iowa. I recall 

going to the plant when it first opened when I was first 
elected. It’s had its ups and downs just like the wind in-
dustry itself. Unfortunately in the past, it’s had a lot to 
do with the inability to extend the wind tax credits in 
a timely fashion, but now that’s set for the next couple 
years,” Loebsack said this morning.

“There’s no question its difficult at the moment to 
make plans given the political instability in Washing-
ton, D.C. But I’ll do everything I can to accommodate 
and provide information to those workers and I just 
want everyone to know that my office is open to any-
one affected there.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.com and 
social media 14,104 times and was engaged with 4,281 
times.
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Employees of the Siemens wind blade facility were notified late Tuesday and early Wednesday 
that the company was eliminating 202 jobs, or 38% of its workforce. The employees were of-
fered 60 days pay as part of the company’s severance package. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“I had
conversations 

with them when 
there were some 

rumors flying 
around in 2017 when at that 
point they had announced 
closing a sister facility in

Canada.”
 -Joe Steil,

LCEDG Ececutive Director

STEIL

Local officials react to new of layoffs

“. . .I’ll do 
everything I can to 
accommodate and 

provide
information to 

those workers and I just want 
everyone to know that my

office is open to anyone 
affected there. ”

 -Dave Loebsack,
U.S. Representative

LOEBSACK

Optimism in market rebound leads to hope of rehiring

SIEMENS - Continued from Page 2

Confidence
Feel good about your smile.

And your dentist.

Now accepting new patients.

Fort MadisoN Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm

726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

www.drmarkdds.com

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.drmarkdds.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2018
Stella T. Abolt

William Edward Adams
Elmer Dean Aldridge
Donald G. Alexander

Jackie Allen
Anna Mae Allen Lowry

Ethel Irene Ames
Lloyd D. Apple

Mary Ester Arpino
Charlene Auwaerter

Linda Barker
Elizabeth Jane Barry

Paul J. “Bart”
Bartholomew

Rose Cornelia Beecham 
Cartmill

Stephen Henry Beimer
Susan M. Beimer Nelson

Brian Lee Bell
Carl Alfred Bell

Deanna Lynn Bennett
Betty Mae Bergthold

Janet Marie Bethurem
Rylan Lee Bihn-Hattan

Donald D. “Duck”
Boeding

Kenneth L. Boeding
Laverne M. Boeding

Derek Mathew Bonar
Karen Kay Bonta
Robert Lee Bonta

William Earl Boon
John William Brockman

Lorena E. Brown
Stephen C. Brown

Vivian “Viv” Irene Bryant
Bradley Joseph Buckley

Thomas A. Buechel
Paul LeRoy Bunnell, Sr.

Karen Edna Burdette
Jerry Lee Burdette, Sr.
John Charles Burgess

Steve Busard
V. Darlene Byrne

Sandra Anne Caldwell
Susan Jane Campbell

Janis J. Carter
Randy R. Carter

James David “Jethro” 
Carter

Michael Lee Cassiday
Delores J. Chamness

Yolanda Lee “Sam” Cheek
Montray LaVere Clark

Janet Lee Clarkson
Audrey J. Clingman

Elizabeth “Betty”
Coffman

Karen Kay Coke
Helen Colby Schulte 

Swiers
Connie Conrad
Karen E. Cooper

Rose Evelene Corbin
Benjamin Abbott

Cornelius
Leslie “Les” Norton

Cramer

Josias Neri Cruz
Roy A. Cullen

Janet Elaine Cunningham
Oscar Edward Davids
Dorothy Ann Dawson

Robin L. Decker
Jack Martin Delph

George D. Demetral
Patricia Ruth Denning

Margie Fern Dent
Wendy Lou Denton
Alan Dale DeWitt
Terri Anita DeWitt

Wilson
Jose “Joe” S. Diaz, Jr.
Garry M. Dinwiddie
Daniel “Dan” Diveley

Daniel C. Dorn
William “Bill” I. Duncan

Karen J. Dunn
Bettye “Susie” Dunn 

Henson
Alexander “Alex”

Maximillian Allen Edler
Frank M. Ellington

Georgian F. Ellis
Marguerite Eileen Ellis

Shirley Ann Erb
Joyce E. Erickson

Eugene “Curly” H. Faeth
Donald D. Farrington
Zula Nadine Feather
Roger Featheringill

Lucille R. Fedler
Mary Rose Fedler

Marjorie Leona Fine
Rippenkroeger

Charlene Ellenore Fotsch 
Hood

Rozella C. Freitag
Wallace “Wally” Eugene 

Galbreath
Deatrice D. “Dee Dee” 

Garrett
Steven James Gates
Charles T. Gathers
Wanda M. Gaylord
Gene A. Gerhardt
Sara Louise Graf

Doris Rosella “Rosie” 
Gray

George W. Gray
Marianna Gredell

Adrienne Marie Greeley
Ronald Green

Geraldine Gregg Gross
Hurley B. Gregory

Norbert Sebastian Grelk
Augusta Griffiths

James Michael “Mike” 
Grogan

Robert Joseph Grossman
Rosemarie P. Gruver 

Morningstar
Kathleen “Kathy”
Eldonna Gutting
Henry A. Hanna
Russell L. Hardin

Rita Harmeyer
Gregory Paul Hathaway

Shirley A. Hauck
Gearldine Faye “Gerry” 

Hawk
Robert Dana Heagy

Vera I. Hellweg
Randy Joe Helmick
Joe Glenn Henson

Timothy Lee Henson
Aaron Dewayne Hentzel

Richard L. “Rick” Hill
Mary L. Hitch
Joseph R. Hnat

Ernest L. Hobbs, Jr.
Beverly Ann Hofmann
Richard William “Rip” 

Hogan
Floyd Edward Hohl

Earlaine Evelyn Hoover
Bessie Helen Loretta 

Horton
Peggy Colleen Howard

Rhonda Sue Huff
Marcine “Marcy” E.

Huffman
Shirley Hulboy

Kathryn “Kathy” Noreen 
Ingebritson

Phillip J. Ingebritson
Cathy Marie Jackson Buck

Justin Jacobsmeier
Aileen Louise Jinkens

Connie Kay Jobe
John B. Jobe

Warren Brent Jobe
Larry C. Johnson

Sherilyn Kay Kamp
Julia Renae Kay

Amy Marie Keefe
John Ronald Keller

Anthony “Tony” David 
Kempker

Helga Kent
James Patrick Kinsey

Thelma L. Kirkenslager
Francis P. Klesner

Johnny Kline
Lawrence Eugene “Larry” 

Knoche
William H. Koellner

Edward Kramer
Rosalene E. “Rosie” 

Kramer
Michael Joseph

Krogmeier
Gary A. Kruse

Gertrude M. Kruse
Ronald David “Ron” 

Kutzner
William Marvin Langrehr
Louis “Louie” Gail Larsen

Marie Frances Leake
Daisy Louise Leggett

Hazel Virginia LeMaster
Julia (Julie) Light

William (Bill) Logan

Devin Richard Lorenz
Wyman Earl Lorey

Lawrence “Larry” Lowary
Gary S. Lowenberg

Alexandria D. “Hando” 
Lozano

Paula Lozano
Shirley E. Lozano

Donald Joseph Lynch
Susan Marie Marshall

Betty Joyce Martin
Patrick George Martin

Aurelia “Wally” Martinez
Jared John “Jed” Matlock

Doris McCane
John E. McCollum

Junior Harold McKinney
Regina H. McKoon
Nellie Ruth McVay
Jeoffrey G. Meister

Agnella Mary “Nellie” 
Menke

LaVerne Ann Menke
James Edward “Jim” 

Mercer
Bernice E. Merschman
Vance H. Meyertholen

Vincent D. Michl
Edna Miller

Joe James Miller
Mae Joann Miller

Phyllis Rosamond Miller
James Ray Mitchell

Larry Joseph Moeller
Marcella Elizabeth Moore

Richard P. Morgan
Colleen “Collie” R.

Morrissey
Daniel Bernard Mueller

Leroy W. Mueller
Arthur John Muerhoff
Diana Lynn Nathem
Doris Marie Nelson

Gary L. Nelson
Reginald Lee “Reggie” 

Nerhus
Helen Neuweg

Robert “Rob” Paul Eugene 
Newbill

Marilyn “Darlene”
Niggemeyer

Edward Joseph Noll
Richard William Nolte, Sr.

Virgil L. Nuebel
Sandra Louise O’Shea
Lorraine Ellen Painter
Cynthia M. “Cindy” 

Panther
Quinn Pence

Robin Renee Peterson
Neil L. Philp, Sr.

Roger A. Ploeckelmann
Dale Hollis Plowman

Dale A. Pohlpeter
Jason Wayne Pohren
Delores S. Pollpeter
Patricia A. Powelson

Eve M. Power
Harold E. Price

Sherian K. Privia
Evonne Ileen Pruett

McKinney
Karleen W. Pumphrey

Jeremy Lee Ranck
Russel Lee Randolph

Caesar J. Rashid
Basil “Red” Reed

George Sheridan Reeder
Darlene Lucille Reinartz

Donald L. Reu
Emma Grace Reynolds

Verna N. Richards
Sharolyn A. Richers

Elsie M. Ricker
Richardson

Victor F. Riddle
Paula Jo Riddle Burke

Joe Ringstrom
Kenneth Edward Rink

Marjorie Rippenkroeger
Gary Risk

Donald R. Robertson
Robert E. “Bob” Roxlau

Carol Rustan
Gregory Albert Sallen
Robert Frank Samuels

Adela Sandoval
Ronald R. Sanford
Virginia M. Savage

Mark Anthony Schiedel
Thomas Albert “Tom” 

Schmitz
Brian Melvin Schrader

Phyllis Marie Schroeder 
Lutwack

Frances S. Schuck
Deena Jo Schulte

Carmelita Rose Schutte
Emma Mary Schwartz

Joyce Seabold
Quinton Michael Seabold

James L. “Jim” Seaver
Vincent Marlow “Vince” 

Seaver
Cathy Anne Seltzer

Gary Lee Senf
Michael David Sheets

Roy Melvin Sheets
Erma “Red” Shelinbarger

Delores E. Shoemate
Douglas Eugene Shores
James Edmund Small

Mrs. E. Pauline Smiddy 
Flack

Cynthia “Cindy” Marie 
Smith

Donna L. Smith
Kathern “Kay” Smith

LaVerne Smith
Mardie L. Smith

Craig Maurice Snyder
Mrs. Dorothy Mae Snyder

Nina Mae Sparenberg
Larry R. Spees

Bernadette Anna

Stambaugh
Doris A. Stark

Jean Starr
Michael J. Stayline

Jake Anthony Stewart
Leonard “Len” Stewart

David S. Stiffler
Floyd Earl Stout
Mary Jo Swallow

Marion O. Swearingen
Nikki Lee Tanner 

Vaughan
Orvetta A. Taylor

Michael John Tebbs
Marjorie Kathryn

Templeton
Wendell Lee Thompson

Shirley Thornton
Patty Lee Thrush

Charles “Buddy” Frank 
Tillman

Bertha Mae Todd
Harry Edgar Townsend

Thomas Kent Traut
Arlen Trelstad

Helen Elizabeth Tripp
Harold R. Turtle

Tom Van
Donald Joseph

Vonderhaar
Eugene Theodore “Gene” 

Vonderhaar
Anita Mae Wagner
Nancy Jane Wagner

Betty Frances Walker
Billy Dean “Bill” Walker

Sally V. Walker
Norma Helen Wall Case
Matthew John Washburn
David E. Washburn, Sr.
Stanley Cleland Watkins

James Joseph “Jim”
Welding

Michael “Mike” B.
Wellman

Milton John Wenke
Vince Lane Westermeyer
Wayne Edward Whitmore

Carol Wilcox Coker
Charlotte Ann Wilcox 

Grigsby
Christina Ruth Wilson

Henry D. “Hank” Wilson
Michael R. Wilson

Rita Wilson
Thomas Leon Wilson

Helen Virginia Windsor
Kevin Allen Wittenmyer

Ricky Dean Wixom
Molly Elizabeth Wood

Jason Thomas Woolever
Deana “Dee” Worrell 

Perlberg
James Charles “Jim” 

Wynn
Gayla S. Young

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Fort Madison firefighters enter the door of a smoke-filled house in the 
2600 block of Avenue O Monday evening at about 9:30. Witnesses say 
the house was vacant and was being used for storage. Flames fully 
engulfed the building, but firefighters had flames under control quickly.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

George Gaudette looks at the inventory in one of the refrigerators at 
the Fort Madison Food Pantry. Gaudette said during his 12-year tenure 
the food pantry has seen growth and change. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above, Ethan Huff-
man, 10, weaves 
a yarn Wednes-
day, about a big fish 
caught by one of the 
students at the Elliott 
Test Kitchen while the 
student was in Flori-
da. Huffman was the 
volunteer cook for the 
study session on frac-
tions. He made bakd-
ed Mahi Mahi, cilantro 
chicken quesadillas 
with spanish rice and 
a strawberry cake for 
dessert.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hound freshman Maddie Rashid drives in the first quarter of the Hounds’ 
48-34 win over Davis County Wednesday night. It was FMHS’ first girls 
win of the year.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
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FMHS Activities Director Andy Mitchell pre-
sented Holy Trinity Catholic’s Brett Schneider, 
left, who ran cross country in the shared girls 
program with FMHS and the Hounds’ Caleb 
Gehle with their plaques as 2017 Class 3A 
state track meet participants. Schneider placed 
8th in the 800 meter run and Gehle placed 3rd 
in the Wheel Chair shotput and 6th in the 100- 
and 200-meter wheelchair races.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

A worker from Seither and Cherry works on the iron framing of the new 12,000 square foot ad-
dition at Huffman Welding and Machine that will hold a new Lucas CNC mill that can turn out 
projects weighing close to 20 tons. Below is a photo of the incoming mill.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above, Steffensmeier stands atop the podium for the Class 3A 152 lb wrestlers and gives a look 
up to his family in the stand. At top, Head Coach Ryan Smith gets to present all 152 lb wrestlers 
with their medals and then gets to drape the first-place medal over the head of Harlan Steffens-
meier; left, Harlan celebrates in a bear hug with Smith and assistant Coach Derek Doherty after 
downing Cayd Lara, in a 5-4 decision.

SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243
Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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A gaggle of geese found an stretch of open water on the Mississippi 
River Tuesday evening. The recent cold snap accompanied by about 
four inches of snow crusted the river over. Snow is expected in light 
amounts each day for the rest of the week. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Canadian gaggle

Fort Madison resident Gary Pilkington gets a “chili” reception from Fort 
Madison Police and Lee County Sheriff’s deputies and reserves as part 
of Hy-Vee’s annual Chili fundraiser for the Lee County Crime Stoppers. 
The event was held at both Keokuk and Fort Madison-Hy-Vees as a 
contest to see which store could raise the most money. 

Photo by Ava Peitz//PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A depleted police reserve pro-
gram has the Fort Madison Police department looking at 
adding to the reserve officer corps.

Jamie Carle and Brent Gibbs, the co-coordinators of 
the the local police reserve program, are looking for resi-
dents who are interested in joining the program to give 
back to the community or as a springboard into a career 
in law enforcement.

Carle said currently the department has just three 
officers in the reserve corp and would like to add seven 
to nine officers. The police department is planning on 
having a testing session on Sunday, April 8. All applica-
tions would need to be returned by April 1.

Those interested in applying for the reserve program 
can do so by picking up a packet at city hall, filling it out, 
and returning it by April 1.

Testing for the program would include a background 
check and some basic testing as well as a physical test 
that involves the same physical testing as the regular 
officers working through the academy.

Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig said reservists 
aren’t subjected to the same performance levels of what’s 
called the Cooper Institute Standards which include sit-
ups, push-ups, sit-and-reach, and a 1.5 mile run.

    “Those applying should know that we don’t have the 
same expectations of, say, a 20-year-old out of an acade-
my. But we do need to know that they can do a push or 
sit-up. There are different standards for gender and age 
and we look at those,” Sittig said.

    “If they are riding with us and we have a pursuit or 
a fight, our expectation is for them to participate as well. 
So we want to make sure they can cover our back. We 
think of the police reserves the same way as a national 
guard...citizen officers who train once a month and, if 

something bad happens, we can activate them.”
Gibbs said the reserve officers fill in with special 

events, traffic control, and requested security in the city. 
There is no pay other than the $1 per year to keep them 
on workers’ compensation if something were to happen. 
Reservists can also make money manning security for 
events like sporting events, the rodeo or other events.

    “We tend to give those jobs to the reservists so they 
can get some experience and also to make a little money. 
Aside from the tazers and firearms, they have to pay for 
most of their gear. We hold some fundraisers for them 

like the dunk tank at RiverFest and we’ll do some Pizza 
Hut fundraisers for them. We try to help where we can.”

Rachel Sugars is one of the three current reservists and 
said it’s helped her along her career path. She said the 
state law requires reservists work a minimum 12 hours 
per month.

    “This is something that I’ve been working for and I 
enjoy it,” she said. “It’s got my foot in the door for a full-
time job.”

FM police looking for more reserves

  Fort Madison Police reservist Rachel Sugars is one of just three remaining on the staff and 
police officials are looking to increase that number to about 10 with an April application and 
testing period.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See RESERVES, page 11

®

BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Ruth Rusie is part of United Way’s ongoing work to improve the education, income, and health of our 
communities. To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY
I HELP CHILDREN PREPARE FOR
A LIFETIME OF LEARNING 

http://www.unitedway.org
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Hound senior Treavor-James Kokjohn finishes 
off a dunk in Saturday’s game with Holy Trinity. 
James-Kokjohn was called for a technical on 
the play for hanging on the rim and the basket 
was waived off.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Anytime Anywhere Access
to Your Checking Account

Apply for a
Debit Card today!

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Convenience

Siemens firms up new FM blade plans for 2019
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Just three weeks after announc-
ing more than 200 layoffs, Siemens Gamesa has an-
nounced today that a new line of wind blades is tar-
geted to begin production at the Fort Madison facility 
beginning in early 2019.

A release this morning from the company indicat-
ed production on a new SG 2.7-129 state-of-the-art 
wind turbine will begin in the United States next year, 
with the blades for the new turbine being produced 
at the Fort Madison manufacturing facility. The na-
celles, or cover housings of the turbines internal gears 
and drives, and hubs will be produced in Hutchinson, 
Kansas.

On Jan. 23-24 the company announced more than 
200 layoffs at the facility and said some employees may 
be recalled if market trends show a need.

“Headcount is always based on the needs of the 
business. We are currently retooling the factories to ac-
commodate additional product lines. With these capital 
investments and expected increased delivery schedules, 
we do anticipate some employee recalls later this year,” 
Gurney said in January.

A spokesperson for the company reiterated Monday 
afternoon the company does expect to some rehiring, 
but declined to give any specifics on when or how 
many employees would be recalled, or at what status 
they would be rehired.

“With these capital investments and expected in-
creased delivery schedules, we do anticipate some 
employee recalls later this year. Headcount is always 
based on the needs of the business and will be adjust-
ed accordingly. At this time, we cannot provide any 
numbers.”

“We are very excited to introduce the new SG 2.7-
129 to our portfolio – the next generation in a fleet of 

turbines with a proven track record and high availabil-
ity. With an increase of more than 8% in annual energy 
production compared to its predecessor, this turbine 
will deliver greater returns and is another important 
step in reducing the levelized cost of energy,” says José 
Antonio Miranda, Onshore Americas CEO, Siemens 
Gamesa Renewable Energy. “This product is also 
unique in that it was co-designed to include best prac-
tices from both former companies, making it a best-in-
class wind turbine for the U.S.”

According to the release this morning, the SG 2.7-
129 was developed with an eye toward increasing 
energy production for sites with medium to low wind 
conditions in the U.S. It features modularized com-
ponents for increased flexibility and reliability. It also 
employs advanced technology with a 129-meter rotor, 

boasting an increased swept area of 16% compared to 
its predecessor, the SG 2.6-120. Additionally, the SG 
2.7-129 features a state-of-the-art drive train that has 
been optimized to deliver maximum energy capture.

The product design also incorporates several added 
safety and operational benefits related to the service 
and maintenance of the turbines, including increased 
accessibility of key components and access to the 
weather station from inside the nacelle. The SG 2.7-129 
is the latest addition to the Siemens Gamesa 2.X prod-
uct platform. Combined with the SG 3.4-132 and the 
SG 4.2-145 wind turbines, these products can address 
all of the diverse needs of the U.S. market.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.com and 
social media 16,291 times and was engaged with 5,390 
times.

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/debit
http://pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A Burlington man told a Lee 
County judge how, almost one year ago, he shot a 
Fairfield man in the eye and dumped his body at Indian 
Path Park along the Skunk River.

Joseph Mayorga, Jr., 35, Burlington, was accused 
of murdering 47-year-old James Merlin Nelson of 
Fairfield on or about Feb. 11, 2017. As part of a plea 
agreement with the Lee County Attorney’s office and 
Asst. County Attorney Bruce McDonald, Mayorga 
pleaded guilty on Tuesday in front of Judge Mark Kruse 
at the North Lee County Courthouse to a charge of 2nd 
degree murder.

Mayorga then waived all pre-sentencing procedures 
and requested immediate sentencing, to which Kruse, 
after a lengthy procedural discussion with Mayorga on 
his decision to waive his rights prior to sentencing, sent 
him to prison for 50 years.

Mayorga must serve at least 35 years of the sentence 
before he can be considered for any type of release. 
He was also ordered to pay $150,000 to the estate of 
Nelson.

Prior to sentencing, McDonald put Nelson’s brother, 
David Summers of Birmingham, on the stand to give a 
statement on behalf of the family.

Summers remained standing and looked at Mayorga, 
who remained cuffed throughout the hearing.

“Joe, you’ve taken from us a great friend, a great 
brother, and a great uncle. We wish so much we could 
be in your family’s position that we could go visit him. 
But we can’t, we’ve lost him forever. You’ve taken a 
great deal and we love him and we miss him so much. 
I prayed for the Lord for him to grant me forgiveness, I 

haven’t gotten that, but I will and I pray for your salva-
tion. I just want you to know you’ve hurt us,” Summers 
said through broken words and tears.

Mayorga made a statement apologizing to the family 
and said both families have suffered.

“Nothing can take back my actions, Mayorga said 
in red county fatigues. “I apologize greatly. We’ve all 
suffered - my family as well as yours. I’m sorry for my 
actions and for that I’ll pay for the rest of my life. I 
apologize,” he said standing and addressing 15 mem-
bers of Nelson’s family and friends.

Judge Kruse asked Mayorga to explain the details of 
the shooting.

Mayorga said he and Nelson were sitting in his 2007 
Chevy Impala in the garage of his residence in Burling-
ton talking when Nelson said something that angered 
Mayorga.

“He said something about my wife and I became 
enraged and I shot him,” Mayorga said.

Kruse asked what weapon was used, to which May-
orga replied a .38 caliber revolver. Kruse then asked 
where he shot Nelson.

Joseph Mayorga Jr., is escorted to court at the 
North Lee County Courthouse this morning by 
Lee County Sheriff’s Detective Chad Donald-
son, left, and Lee County Jail Administrator 
John Canida, rear. Mayorga was sentenced to 
50 years in prison for the Feb. 11, 2017 mur-
der of James Merlin Nelson. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Nelson killer gets 50 years for murder

See MURDER, page 11

“He said something about my wife 
and I became enraged 

and I shot him.”
 -Joseph Mayorga,Jr.,

convicted on 2nd degree murder

Burlington Northern Santa Fe workers tend to a derailment just east of 
the Hwy. 61 overpass near the Lee County Sheriff’s Department Mon-
day at about 1:30 p.m.

This photo was seen on social media and pencitycurrent.com 75,130 times and was 
engaged with 7,909 times.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

A view over the Highway 61 bypass overpass northeast of Fort Mad-
ison Monday morning showed a faint version of sun dog anomolies. 
The sun’s light shines through frozen crystals suspended in the air to 
create the arcs on the sides equidistant from the sun, visible here on 
the far left and right of the photograph. In sharp frigid temperatures 
the sun will take a diamond shape reaching up to a sun dog above the 
sun.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCSun dogs

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Fort Madison wrestler Harlan Steffensmeier, shown in here in earlier action this season at Fort 
Madison, was named Co-Outstanding Wrestler at the Ed Winger Classic by taking the title at 
152 lbs. knocking off state champion Grant Stotts of West Des Moines Valley.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hounds’ senior Sheymouhr Redd-Donald 
scores on a fast break Tuesday against the 
Grayhounds.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Variety Show
Aaron Copic, left, and 
Francisco 
Trejo, both seniors 
at Fort Madison High 
School, perform as 
part of a quartet at 
the annual FMHS Va-
riety Show Sunday 
afternoon.

Photo by Chuck 
Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - According to Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber a Central Lee High School student has 
been arrested this afternoon after an investigation into 
a threat to commit an assault involving a firearm at the 
school.

Detectives were called to the Central Lee High 
School immediately after school officials had learned 
of the threat. The student was interviewed and subse-
quently arrested and charged with harassment in the 
first degree, an aggravated misdemeanor. The student is 
also under 18 years of age, therefore authorities are not 
required by Iowa Code to release the name.

Weber said the parents of the student have been 
extremely cooperative and have surrendered all their 
firearms to local law enforcement. The Lee County 

Sheriff ’s department released a statement 
on Facebook, citing a tech issue with the 
department’s email service. The Face-
book post had more than 55,000 views 
and 200 shares within 24 hours.

“The investigation is ongoing, but we 
felt the public needed to know the threat 
was taken seriously and charges were filed 
immediately,” Weber said. “The Sheriff ’s office would 
like to assure the public that steps have been taken to 
ensure the safety of our school and the students who 
attend it.”

A statement placed on the district Facebook page 
stated the following:

“On Friday, February 23rd, the district was provided 
an anonymous tip about a high school student who, 
at a recent school activity trip, made verbal threats of 
committing an act of violence with a weapon. Upon 

receiving this tip, the district administration acted 
immediately and contacted the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

The district searched the student’s locker, comput-
er, and personal belongings but found no weapon or 
evidence of a plan to commit an act of violence. The 
student was interviewed by local Lee County Sheriff 
detectives. Information has been turned over to the 
county attorney for any criminal charges. The student 
has been suspended from school grounds and activities 
for the near future. The district administration will 
make a determination of the student’s enrollment at 
Central Lee after a full investigation is completed.

Safety and security are the utmost importance for the 
Central Lee School District. The district encourages 
our stakeholders to alert us of any suspicious activity 
or verbal/written threats. By working together, we can 
make our community and schools safe for our stu-
dents.”

Weber said further information may be provided by 
the Lee County Attorney’s Office at a later date.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.com and 
social media 8,910 times and was engaged with 2,531 
times.

CL student arrested after school threat
Student made threats on school trip about wanting to commit 
violent act againt the school with a firearm

WEBER

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://tkef.org/
http://pencitycurrent.com
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From all of us
at Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

May the timeless message
of Christmas fill your heart and 

home with joy now
and throughout the coming year.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

At top, Madeline Taylor of Fort Madison and Dave Zaceski of Illinois 
walk with hundreds of others as part of the annual North Lee County 
Right to Life March for Life on Saturday morning. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“In the eye,” he replied.
Kruse asked Mayorga if he realized that shooting someone at close range could kill 

him.
“I didn’t...I guess I kind of blacked out at that point. I didn’t understand what was 

going on...there was a lot going on,” he said.
Kruse asked Mayorga if the crime happened in Lee County, to which Mayorga 

responded it hadn’t. That caused a brief delay as Mayorga’s attorney Allen Cook and 
McDonald met with the judge to discuss the issue of the crime happening in Burl-
ington and a possible venue issue.

However, after a brief recess to review the case law on crimes being committed in 
one county and the body disposed in another, the issues were resolved as Mayorga, 
after discussion with his attorney, waived any venue issues.

“It was the same night that I drove him to Indian Path, which is in Wever, Iowa in 
Lee County, and disposed of his body right there,” Mayorga said.

Cook said Mayorga was willing to waive those venue issues to prevent the case 
starting all over and wanted to put the issue behind him.

Nelson’s body was discovered at the park at about 11 a.m. on Feb. 11 by visitors 
of the park. According to family members, Nelson was working construction at the 
Iowa Fertilizer Company prior to his death, but they weren’t sure what his job status 
was when he was killed.

On Feb. 11th, the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office responded to a call of a possible 
deceased person at a Lee County roadside park near Wever, Iowa.

Upon arrival, a male subject, later identified as 47-year-old Nelson, was found 
deceased. An autopsy performed on Nelson determined that he was killed by a single 
gunshot to the head. According to Iowa Department of Criminal Investigations 
Special Agent Rick Rahn, since the body was discovered in Lee County, the court 
case would be handled there, however Mayorga had the option to ask for a change of 
venue.

Mayorga had been incarcerated in Muscatine County on a federal gun charge but 
was transported to Lee County on Sept. 28 to face murder charges. Information was 
sketchy at the trial as to the disposition of the guns charge, but Kruse said the sen-
tence would run concurrent to any probation or parole associated with that case.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.com and social media 9,098 times and 
was engaged with 3,342 times.

MURDER - Continued from Page 10

Mayorga apologizes to family 
as part of sentencing

Sugars said she’s been sworn in for a year and half, but has been involved in the pro-
gram for the past three years.

    “When I got hired on, we didn’t do the physical testing, but I went through the 
regional tests,” Sugars said.

Carle and Gibbs both started as reservists who found an interest in law enforcement 
and now have made full-time careers out of the profession.

Sittig said reservists usually sign up for two reasons.
    “One is that they use it as stepping stone for a full-time job and others just want 

to give back to the community,” he said. “So if that’s an interest to them, some of them 
progress and get to the point that through getting all the required training passed and 
approved they can take a car out. Others are perfectly happy riding and partnering up, 
either way is perfectly fine with us.”

Reservists would also need to learn 10-codes and the phonetic alphabet as part of 
the training program and would need to pass a background check.

    “Once they complete their certification program, the moment we take them on 
as a reserve officer, depending on their work schedule, that’s about 18 months, but 
once they complete that, they are eligible to write citations and everything other than 
implied consent,” Gibbs said.

This news story was read on pencitycurrent.com and social media 11,087 times and was 
engaged with 2,263 times.

RESERVES - Continued from Page 8

Reserve program can 
be jump start to career

http://www.holytrinityschools.org/
http://pencitycurrent.com
http://pencitycurrent.com
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2018 – A Year in Review: January & February

Alliance Realty
Company

Amazing Journeys by 
Pam Mace, LLC

Aniah Ross

Anderson for Fort
Madison School Board

Ava Peitz

Avenue G Productions

Bagcraft

Baxter’s Sports Complex

Becky Fullenkamp

Bees Knees PR, LLC

Bob Morawitz

Boulders Inn & Suites 

Brad’s Pad Pizza

Brian Mendez

Brooke Blacque

Buffalo61 Bar & Grille

Burlington Spring 
Grove United Methodist 

Church 

Burlington Trailways 

Burlington Youth
Triathlon

C.U.R.E. Solutions 

Cambre House

Carl Saunders

Carol Harter

Casebine Community 
Credit Union

CBIZ Center for
Business

Celene M. Coppage 

Central Lee Dance Team

Century 21 Property 
Professionals

Chad Ward

Charles Scoville

Charlie Knipe

Charlie Korschgen
Kiddie Parade

Cheryl Untz

Cindy Roberts

Cindy Steflik

City of Fort Madison

 Coats for Hope

Committee to Re-Elect 
Randolph for Mayor

Connection Bank

Craig Heckenberg

Dallas City Celebration

Darin Gentry

Darlene Kraus

Dave’s Old Fashion 
Meats

Dawn Helling

Debbie Miller

Denmark God’s Portion 
Day Committee

Dennis McGregor

Deva Ross

Diane Steffensmeier

Dianne Hope

Dodd Printing
& Stationery

Dollhouse Dreams

Don Griffiths

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis 
and Associates

DuPont

DuPont Employees 
Credit Union

Edward Jones

Elect Ross Braden 

Fareway Food Stores

Farm Bureau
Financial Services

 Farmers Savings Bank

 Fedler Specialties and 
Screenprinting

Floyd’s EZ Way

Fort Madison Area Arts 
Association

Fort Madison Chamber 
of Commerce

Fort Madison Christian 
Church 

Fort Madison
Community Hospital 

Fort Madison
Community School 

District

Fort Madison
Downtown District

Fort Madison Elks 
Lodge

Fort Madison Eye Clinic 

Fort Madison Family 
YMCA

Fort Madison Kids 
Committee

Fort Madison Main 
Street

Fort Madison Mexican 
Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music 
Boosters

Fort Madison Partners 

Fort Madison Public 
Library

Fort Madison United 
Methodist Church

Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Full Steam Staffing 

Fullenkamp Insurance

 Gary Folluo

Geoff Shields

George Shields

Glo-Run

Great River Home 
Health & Hospice

Great River Regional 
Waste Authority

Green Oak Development 

Greg Smith

Gregory Design
& Manufacturing

Griffin Muffler & Brake 
Center

Harvestville Farm

Hill Side Inn

Hillcrest Hostas & More

Hoerner YMCA

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor 
& Furniture

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Foundation Board

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Schools

Hope Associates Real 
Estate

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Bunny Hop

Holy Trinity
Elementary School

Project 

Huffman’s Farm
& Home

Inhance Corporation

 Iris City Cleaners 

Ivy Bake Shoppe

Jan Garza

Jake Rashid

Jill Cordray

Joe Bowen

Joseph W. Carle

Judith Bray

Julie Doherty

Karen Hope

Kate Lamb

Katie Cale

Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value 
Rental

Kimberly Engle

KLM Realty

Kristy Reid

Lanette Van

Larry J. LaCroix

Lee County Auditor

Lee County Bank

Lee County Crime
Stoppers

Lee County Fair Board

Lee County Health
Department

Linda Reding

Lisa Lihs
Lisa Nafziger

Lowell Junkins

Mardie Smith

Marisol Linnenbrink

Mark Smidt

Matt Morris

Megan Kruse

Megan Rempe

Menke & Company 

MidWestOne Bank 

Mobile Nursing Services, 
LTD.

Montrose Health Center 

MPC Enterprises, Inc.

New Dimensions

Nissa Rung

Pam Dodds

Paul Schulte

Paul’s Plumbing,
Heating, & Cooling, Inc.

Phyllis Anderson

Pilot Grove Savings 
Bank

Poole Communications

Pothitakis Law Firm, 
P.C.

Quarry Creek Elk
& Bison

Rashid Pharmacy
& Wellness

Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North 
Lee County

River City Motors Plus, 
Inc.

RiverFest Fort Madison

RSVP of Lee County 

Runge’s Mow It or Move 
It

Russell “Skip” Young

Sara Denning

Sarah Harworth

Schmitz Funeral Home

Scotts MiracleGro
Company

ServiceMaster

Shawna Ross

Sheaffer Memorial Golf 
Course

Shug’s Tiny Town

Sidelines Sports Bar
& Grill

Siemens Gamesa

Silgan Containers

Smith Electric

Soroptimist
International of Fort 

Madison

Standard of Beaverdale 

State Farm Insurance – 
Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding 

Steffes Group, Inc.

SubArena

Sun Meets Moon
Healing

SunnyBrook Assisted 
Living & Memory Care 

Sunshine Child Care 

Super 8

Susan Haeger

Susan Vandenberg

Tamara Grossman

Taylor J. Vandenberg 

Team Staffing Solutions, 
Inc.

Test Kitchen
Education Foundation 

The Kensington
& Primrose Path

The Madison

Todd Schneider

Tri-State Rodeo

Trish Eaves-Fedler

U.S. EPA

Under the Sun /
The Avenue

United Way of the Great 
River Region

Vigen Memorial Home

W-M Johnson Truck 
Line

Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey

West Liberty Foods

West Point Care Center

 Your Heat & Air Guy

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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