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Fireworks code change gets 2nd read
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - An ordinance that basically re-
verts the city’s position on the use of commercial grade 
fireworks within city limits, is back in front of the city 
council on Tuesday.

A motion to approve a first reading that bans the 
use of first or second class fireworks within city limits 
passed unanimously on Nov. 5.

However, Fort Madison mayor Brad Randolph was 
not in attendance at the meeting. Randolph had sug-
gested after hearing complaints from city residents, that 
the city revisit current code, which followed a two-year 
state law that allowed commercial use of fireworks for 
about 60 days each year.

Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig and Fire Chief 

Joey Herren put together a new ordinance that reduced 
the use of the higher grade fireworks down to six days 
total around the Fourth of July holidays and the New 
Year.

That proposal was put in front of the council last 
week and Councilman Bob Morawitz made a motion to 
not allow any first or second class fireworks without a 
city permit. Low grade fireworks like sparklers, smoke 
bombs, and snakes are still allowed.

That motion was seconded by Matt Mohrfeld and 
passed unanimously to the appreciation of residents in 
attendance to hear the discussion.

The move needs three approved readings before it 
becomes part of city code. However, according to state 
law, the third reading can be waived with a majority 

Participants of the annual Fort Madison Main Street Wine Walk get cheesy at a packed Un-
der the Sun Friday night at part of the annual holiday Wine Walk in downtown Fort Madison. 
More than 20 businesses sponsored wineries, distilleries, and microbrews for three hours in 
the Main Street District. The Elks Lodge, below left, held a soup supper during the festivities.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Wine...
and 

cheese!

I read a lot. Most of my reading/writing is per-
formed, orchestrated, conducted in the early morning 
hours when my mind is fresh, there are no interrup-
tions, and I’m at the peak of creativity. To Ginnie’s 
amazement and a little consternation, I arise around 
2:00 a.m., without an alarm, pour water through the 
Bunn coffee maker, and read the daily Bible medita-
tion. It is positive reinforcement of a faith I already 
possess.

High on caffeine, this is a spiritual time, a magical 
time. One morning, as I listened to Ginnie’s father’s 
grandfather clock chime Westminster Abbey and 
then strike four times for 4:00 a.m., I looked down at 
the book I was reading, and the title of the new chap-
ter was “4:00 O’clock.” I knew without a doubt that 
there was more going on than just a caffeine buzz and 
imagination. There was a presence that was directing 
my thoughts, words and reading. I raised my arms 
to the cathedral ceiling, closed my eyes, and felt the 
warmth of God’s love pour over me.

Around 6:00 a.m., after getting Ginnie off to work, I 
usually lean my head back on the soft covering of the 
recliner, and nap a little, my book still in my hands. 
In my sleep I enter the book and interact with the 
characters, like writing myself into the story. Some-
times my parents or an old friend, all of whom are 
deceased, will appear. We tumble through the story 
together as if it were meant for us. I awake gently, my 
hands on the book, my finger tips touching the print-
ed words. I realize I have been visited by my parents 
or the old friend. It’s a nice feeling, as if they stopped 
by to say, “Hi.”

I look up and see the sun shining on the articles of 
Ginnie’s and my life, like a beacon into the past and 
the future. I see the bad times for what they were: 
periods of darkness that were necessary for growth. 
The worst times were not almost dying of alcoholism, 
or the loss of a love, or a divorce (although they were 

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Daily path leaves 
much for which to 
be thankful

See COUNCIL, page 8

See SWARM, page 5
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 11/17 MID-DAY
6 2 0

11/17 EVENING
7 4 4

 11/17 MID-DAY
8 0 5 3

11/17 EVENING
5 5 0 3

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

  11/17
6 8 20 52 68
Powerball: 5

Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 11/17
4 6 11 43 52
Star Ball: 6

All Star Bonus: 2
15-Month CD Special

*Annual Percentage Yield is effective 10/22/2018 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum 
deposit is $5,000 to earn promotional APY.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal and may 
reduce earnings.

Click here or call (319) 372-2243 for details.

1.86%
APY*

12-Months

1.66%
APY*

9-Months

1.45%
APY*

7-Months

1.25%
APY*

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS CONNECTION

CURRENT-LEE

FORT MADISON - The following is full list of events happening in the north 
Lee County area as submitted to Pen City Current.

Fort Madison Lighted Parade
The annual Fort Madison downtown lighted parade will take place on Nov. 
23 beginning at 6:30 p.m. along Avenue G.

Enchanted Forest
The forest is back and will feature locally created Christmas trees sponsored 
by area businesses. The forest will be held at the old Lee County Bank build-
ing on Avenue G on Nov. 23 following the parade, Nov. 24 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. with Santa on hand from 10 a.m. to noon. and Dec. 1, 8, 25 and 22nd 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

Mistletoe on Main Street
The annual holiday downtown celebration will be held on Nov. 24 in down-
town Fort Madison.

Community Blood Drives
The Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be holding a blood drive 
on Dec. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m at Holy Trinity Catholic’s Shottenkirk 
Gymnasium.

Senior Community BINGO at The Kensington
Each month on the second Wednesday of the month, The Kensington hosts 

Senior Community BINGO at 2:00 p.m. in their dining room at 2210 Avenue 
H in Fort Madison. All seniors are welcome and cash prizes are awarded.

Community Thanksgiving
The annual Community Thanksgiving meal in Fort Madison will be held be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Fort Madison High School on Thursday, Nov. 22 
at FMHS. Volunteers and donations are needed. Email the chamber at cham-
ber@fortmadison.com for details.

Caregivers Connection at The Kensington
The Kensington hosts this monthly gathering to help educate attendees about 
all dementia types. Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of every month in The 
Kensington’s private dining room, 2210 Avenue H in Fort Madison. Call 319-
372-4233 to RSVP or for more information.

Coats for Hope 5K
The annual Coats for Hope 5K Fun Run will take place at the St. Paul Shelter 
House 2020 Locust St. on Dec. 1 beginning at 9 a.m. rain or shine. $20 entry 
fee or donating a children’s coat in good shape. Click here for registration 
and additional details https://www.pencitycurrent.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2018/11/Coats-4-Hope-2018.pdf

Lee County Conservation art program
Lee County Conservation is hosting a drawing program on Dec. 1 from 10 
a.m. to noon at the Conservation Center at Heron Bend with art instructor 
Heidi Merrick from the Burlington Art Center. Pre-registration required by 
Nov. 28 by calling 319-463-7673. $5 per participant.

https://www.leecountybank.com/services-tools/tools/rates.html#cds
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Coats-4-Hope-2018.pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Coats-4-Hope-2018.pdf
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Area News/Opinion

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, we will 
not publish an e–Edition Thursday, November 22 
through Sunday, November 25. We’ll resume publi-
cation on Monday, November 26. Breaking news will 
continue to be published on our website 24/7.

We wish you a very warm
& wonderful Thanksgiving.

From our #PCC family to yours

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEVER - A pro-
posal from the Green 
Bay drainage district to 
increase the height of the 
district’s levy has many in 
the area concerned about 
the resulting impact to 
area land.

The Green Bay Levee 
& Drainage District No. 
2 put in a request with 
Rock Island District 
Corps of Engineers to 
at a minimum keep the 
current height which cur-
rently exceeds authorized 
limits.

The current earthen 
levee elevation is autho-
rized to reach the 100-
year flood plain level plus 
one foot according to 
the request. However in 
2008, Green Bay raised 
the elevation to two feet 
higher than federal au-
thorization. According to 
the report, it currently sits 
above the 100-year plus 3 
feet elevation.

A new proposed 
increase would set the 
levee another foot higher 
at a 100-year plus 4 feet 
elevation.

The district cited flood 
risk management and 
reduced flood operations 
and costs as reasons to 
build up the levee.

The area has seen floods 
go over the 500-year 
flood plain twice in the 
the past 25 years, includ-
ing 1993 and 2008.

The district contends 
it protects 73 adults, 233 
full-time jobs and $3.3 
billion in fixed assets 
within the district, in-
cluding a grain coopera-
tive and the Iowa Fertil-
izer Co.

The request is cur-
rently in a month-long 
comment period where 
anyone with concerns 
can contact the corps 
until Nov. 30 via email at 
MVR408@usace.army.
mil.

Lee County Emergency 
Management Agency Co-
ordinator Steve Cirinna 
said he has some ques-
tions about the proposal 
and its impact to other 
area communities.

The report shows water 

surface impacts that 
would affect 16 towns 
along the Mississippi 
River at Pool 19, includ-
ing among others, Bur-
lington, Fort Madison, 
Keokuk, Montrose, Niota, 
Dallas City, and Pontoo-
suc. Software projections 
for Fort Madison didn’t 
show additional flooding 
due to the Green Bay 
proposed change.

Software projections 
show another 500-year 
flood event would put 
most of the impact east 
and north of the drain-
age district with Dallas 
City, Lomax, Carman, 
Gulfport, and Burling-
ton suffering additional 
flooding. Burlington is 
currently working to in-
stall flood gates in places 
along downtown to help 
mitigate flooding issues.

Cirinna said he’s con-
cerned with the impact 
of the flooding north of 
the district. But he said he 
hasn’t had an opportunity 
to speak with the corps or 
Green Bay district chair-
man Mike Walker.

Several requests to 
reach Walker and other 
Green Bay District board 
members, including Ron 
Mueller and Rick Kuntz, 
for comment were unsuc-
cessful.

“I have a lot of ques-
tions on this report,” 
Cirrina said. “These 

projections are comput-
er-generated and I think 
you need to go back and 
look at what actually hap-
pened in 1993.”

He said at some point 
the corps is going to have 
to say no to all these mit-
igations because it creates 
more pressure on other 
areas the water will go.

“Are they going to do 
something to protect 
those places behind the 
district? I just don’t know. 
Are we setting a prece-
dent where we are going 
to flood downtown Bur-
lington but because you 
don’t have as many people 
they don’t allow it? There 
are just a lot of questions 
with this proposal,” Cirin-
na said.

He said there are going 
to be additional flooding 
issues in those 500-year 
years but most seem to be 
across from the district 
and north.

“It’s gonna flood all 
kinds of places up in 
Burlington. Green Bay 
is doing their protection 
which is all well and good 
and Burlington does their 
protection. Everybody 
along the river is doing 
what they can to protect, 
but what you’ll have is 
this progressive backup.”

Jack Curfman, Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency coordinator for 
Hancock County, de-
clined to comment on the 
matter saying he didn’t 
have enough information 
to comment at the time.

The public comment 
period runs through Nov. 
26.

Green Bay levee plans could 
back up water to the north

Levee is already higher than 
authorized; district wants to 
add another foot to protection bad enough), but were the times when I was living alone in strange cities, not 

knowing anyone, or who I was, feeling lost. These were desperate times of surviv-
al, grasping for anything (alcohol) or anyone who came along.

My gaze focuses on our plants. We have a caladium plant that’s also known as 
“Heart of Jesus.” It did well for awhile, in the picture window with the other plants. 
But it started to wilt and die out. Thinking it might be root bound, I re-potted it, 
twice, and it is now in this huge, over-sized clay pot. Still, it drooped and withered. 
As a last resort (it’s dying anyway), I took it out of direct sunlight and put it in the 
shade. Heart of Jesus is now thriving.

After exercising, I slog out in my farmer boots to do chores. Is this the real 
world or am I dreaming? I do not always know the difference between a thing and 
the shadow of a thing. Our two-and-a-half acre Empty Nest Farm is an reenact-
ment of my youth. However, at age 13, I despised chores. At age 70, I love them. 
Why? Because they keep me grounded. Barney the barn cat, runs with me, full 
of sass and recriminations, getting in the way and causing me to stumble. Blos-
som, our Angus heifer, moos, awaiting her ration of feed and hay. She pokes her 
head through the gate for an ear scratch. I accommodate. The smell of manure is 
comforting. Blossom got out the other day and I didn’t even know it. A neighbor 
driving by saw her and politely herded her back into the pen. The chickens come 
pouring out of the hen house for their morning bread crumbs and corn, cackling, 
excited for the adventures of the new day. I gather the eggs—beautiful, farm fresh, 
brown eggs, still warm.

This is the real world, and I’m thankful for it. Happy Thanksgiving.
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 

email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also 
read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Empty Nest is re-enactment 
of author’s youth

http://www.fmchosp.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:MVR408@usace.army.mil
mailto:MVR408@usace.army.mil
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Chaz & the
Channel Catz

Wednesday
November 21

8pm-11pm

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.letsgovacays.com
mailto:Jrjasonrunge%40gmail.com?subject=Runge%27s%20Mow%20It%20or%20Move%20It%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

DRIVERS 
WANTED

We are looking for safe, de-
pendable drivers to join our 
fleet of regional freight haul-
ers.

We Require: Class A CDL & 
minimum age of 23 years.

We Offer: $1500 sign-on bo-
nus, bi-annual safety bonus-
es, health ins., vacation (up 
to 4 weeks), Christmas Club, 
simple IRA retirement plan 
w/company match, riders 
allowed & very competitive 
wages.

We Operate: Late model 
equipment. 100% dry van 
freight. 99% no touch freight. 
Upper Midwest Lanes. No 
East or West Coast!

We value home time as well! 
Our drivers are thru Fort 
Madison a couple times/
week & off weekends!

Call or E-Mail us today! 
See our website for details. 

brad@johnsontruckline.com. 
800-548-3705

 or 319-372-2099
Fax 319-372-1795

johnsontruckline.com
 facebook.com/johnsontruck-

line

PRESCHOOL 
ASSOCIATE

Holy Trinity Catholic Early 
Childhood Center has an 
opening for a Preschool As-
sociate. This is a full time po-
sition during the school year, 
benefits eligible; background 
check required. Stop by the 
office from 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 
to complete an application, 
2213 Ave J Fort Madison IA. 
319-372-6428

2015 Honda Accord EX-14. 
$11,500. Mileage: 72,970. 
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees 
Credit Union 319-376-5237. 
Office Hours: Monday – Fri-
day 7:30 am – 10:00 am; 
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 
pm – 6:30 pm

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

the classifieds

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

VEHICLES
 FOR SALE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
November 20, 2018

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Consider Approval of-

November 14, 2018 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Second Reading 

of Engine Braking Ordi-
nance 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Restructuring 
County Attorney’s Office 
Consider Approval of Tax 
Abatement Resolutions (4) 

Personnel Actions: 
A.Step Increases (2)-Sec-

ondary Roads
Reports:
A.Auditor’s Report of 

Fees Collected
Commission or Commit-

tee Reports
Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING

November 19, 2018
6:00 P.M.

Finance: Hope / Young
AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum

II. Recognition of guests
III. Reading of Founda-

tion documents
IV. Monthly communica-

tions
A. Student Rep Report – 

Maddie Rashid and Olivia 
Koechle

B. “Did You Know?”
C. Superintendent Goal 

Report

D. District Presentations:
● Transportation Report - 

Rich Hand
● Food Service Update - 

Tiffany Fullhart
V. Approve the agenda
VI. Consent Agenda
A. Minutes
1. October 15, 2018, regu-

lar meeting
2. November 5, 2018, 

work session
B. Financial reports
1. October Balance Sheet
2. October Revenue 

Summary
3. Expenditure Report
4. Student Activity Report
C. Accounts payable
1. October General 

Account Board Bills for 
Approval

2. November General 
Account Board Bills for 
Approval

3. Student Activity 
Account Board Bills for 
Approval

4. Nutrition Account 
Board Bills for Approval

D. Consider personnel 
resignations

1. Libby Shields, associate 
at the Middle School

2. August Charbonneau, 
associate at Lincoln

E. Consider employment 
of personnel

1. Ashley Nicol, Richard-
son associate

2. Ron Walker, Middle 
School 7th grade boys bas-
ketball

3. Ron Walker, Middle 
School 8th grade boys bas-
ketball

4. Ron Walker, Varsity 
baseball coach

5. Todd McGhghy, Assis-
tant thrower coach

6. Quincy Smith, High 
School boys assistant bas-
ketball

7. Rachel Goldstick, On-
line Marketing & PR

8. Elizabeth Martin, Mid-
dle School associate

9. Michelle Shaw, Lincoln 
associate

F. Consider contract mod-
ifications

1. Wanda Wilson, associ-
ate at Richardson, change in 
classification and hours

G. Consider leave of 
absence

H. Other reports
1.
Director moved 

and director seconded 
the documents submitted in 
the consent section of the 
agenda be approved and/or 
filed as submitted.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services – Kim 
Harmon

1. Title I Application and 
Budget

B. Superintendent – Erin 
Slater

1. Consider approval of 
SBRC Modified Allowable 
Growth Application

2. Consider approval for 
Tony Shiffman to attend the 
American Football Coaches 
Association (AFCA) con-
vention in San Antonio, TX 
January 6-9, 2019

3. Consider personnel 
matters

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager – Sandy 
Elmore

1. Recommendation for 
Bus Purchase

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services – Kim 
Harmon

1. Fall Data Report and 
Certified / Special Ed En-
rollment

B. Superintendent – Erin 
Slater

1. Making School Safety 
a Priority - Dr. Tim Wondra 
and Patrick Lamb

2. Review policy #507.2-
E-3 and #704.2-R-1 – 705.3

507.2-E-3 Authorization 
to Administer Medication 
to Students Recommend to 
adopt

704.2-R-1 – Post-Issuance 
Compliance Regulation for 
Tax-Exempt Obligations 
Currently aligns with IASB 
model

704.3 – Investments 
Currently aligns with IASB 
model

704.4 – Public Gifts to 
the School Continue with 
current policy

704.5 – Student Activities 
Fund Currently aligns with 
IASB model

704.6 – Online Fundrais-
ing Campaigns – Crowd-
funding IASB only, recom-
mend to adopt

704.8 – Borrowing – 
Short Term Warrants Rec-
ommend to delete

704.10 – Gate Receipts 
and Admissions Recom-
mend to keep

704.11 – Free Admissions 
– Senior Citizens Recom-
mend to keep

705.1 – Purchasing – Bid-
ding Recommend to align 
with IASB model

705.2 – Purchasing on 
Behalf of Employees Rec-
ommend not to adopt

705.3 – Payment for 
Goods and Services Rec-
ommend to align with IASB 
model

3. Certified Enrollment 
Report

4. Staff Member Atten-
dance

5. Schedule December 
building instructional tour 
[High School]

6. Schedule Work Session 
dates for Guiding Coalition 
meetings

7. Board Member Atten-

dance
C. Board Secretary/

Business Manager – Sandy 
Elmore

IX. Comments from the 
audience

X. Legislative update
XI. Announcements
December 3, 2018, 6:00 

PM - Work Session, Loca-
tion TBD

December 17, 2018, 6:00 
PM - Regular Meeting, 
Central Office

XII. Adjourn

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Nissa 
(319)520.8953

Shawna 
(319)470.0622

Lee 
(319)371.4125

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

mailto:brad@johnsontruckline.com
http://johnsontruckline.com
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

May your holidays be 
merry and bright.

Harvestville Farm Christmas Season
Nov. 17 - Dec. 23

Mondays - Saturdays 9am - 5pm
Sundays 11am - 4pm

The Pitchfork Café  
Mondays - Saturdays 11am - 2pm

beginning Nov. 26

Pictures with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10am -  2pm

Harvestville Farm
1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558

info@harvestvillefarm.com •www.harvestvillefarm.com

vote of the council.
Also on Tuesday’s agenda is an approval to apply for 

an Iowa Department of Transportation Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) grant for funding to help 
pay for another section of the P.O.R.T. city recreational 
trail.

The funding would be used for a section of the trail 
beginning at the intersection of 48th Street and a vacat-
ed portion of Avenue L, running north approximately 
2,000 feet to the intersection of River Valley Road and 
48th Street.

Phase 3 of the P.O.R.T. trail was to run from 48th 
Street to the pond at Fort Madison Community Hos-
pital. The new section would provide a safer running 
area along 48th Street as no sidewalk exists south of the 
Bluff Road on 48th Street until south of the Fort Madi-
son Middle School entry drive on the east side only.

At last month’s Boo-Athlon, P.O.R.T. committee 
Chairman Rachel Benda, indicated Phase 3 may be a 
two-part phase where another loop could be created 
that runs close to the Sunnybrook Assisted Living Cen-
ter along River Valley Road and back south to FMCH, 
but she said those plans were only in the discussion 
stages.

The meeting begins Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.

COUNCIL - Continued from Page 1

City puts P.O.R.T. trail 
TAP grant on agenda

Fort Madison’s Catholic Radio Station is planning an 
event to mark 15 years on the air. The public is invited 
to celebrate with them at a Pasta Dinner. The event will 
be held on Saturday, December 1st after 4 pm Mass 
(approximately 5pm) at Roling Hall, across the street 
from Sacred Heart Church. After dinner, the group will 
play games and listen to a speaker. There will also be 
drawings for door prizes.

 KDME is an affiliate of EWTN and members 
recently attended the November Radio conference in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The conference was held at the 
EWTN Studios where KDME was recognized for their 
15th Anniversary.

KDME can be found at at 98.3 FM in Fort Madison 
and at 97.7 in West Point.

KDME plans event for 
15th year on the air

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com


5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 19 Nov

Light Snow
High – 33.0º F | Low – 26.3º F

TUE 20 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 29.8º F | Low – 27.9º F

WED 21 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 37.4º F | Low – 37.0º F

THU 22 Nov

Clear Skies
High – 46.9º F | Low – 39.0º F

FRI 23 Nov

Light rain
High– 43.8º F | Low – 36.0º F

OpenWeatherMap
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Confidence
Feel good about your smile.

And your dentist.

Now accepting new patients.

Fort MadisoN Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm

726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

www.drmarkdds.com

HTC boys want to build on strong finish
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - HTC boys head basketball coach 
John Hellige must have put something in the water bot-
tles at Holy Trinity Catholic last year as his Crusaders 
have seen a marked increase in the height of this year’s 
team.

The Crusaders are coming off a 5-18 campaign in a 
very talented Southeast Iowa Superconference South 
division last year. The Holy Trinity boys battled in the 
district post season play with an Iowa Mennonite squad 
in hostile territory that finished the year 21-4 and just 
missed going to state in Class 1A. HTC led several 
times including a 26-25 halftime lead, but a soft third 
quarter kept them from an upset win.

Hellige said this year’s squad is a good two inches 
taller on average and even though the Crusaders will 
still be one of the smaller squads, they will have an 
increase in size and experience.

“We’ve got everyone back other than Collin Thorn-
ton and Jason Reece. Collin was huge leader for us, but 
he was injured for more than half the season. We also 
have Adam Rauenbuehler back who missed a lot of the 
second half last year after a fall,” Hellige said. “When 
we measured everybody a couple weeks ago, we’ve 
increased in height. We don’t have a treetopper but we 
have a ton of growth.”

HTC is will also have the services of senior Kyle Bre-
demeyer who’s returning for his senior year after sitting 
out his junior year. Hellige said the senior will bring 
some muscle and some senior experience to the team.

Holy Trinity is banking on a 2017-18 sophomore 
squad that featured Matt Hellige, Reed Fehseke, and 
Quentin Schneider who accounted for about 75 percent 
of the team’s offense, for their junior year. Junior Blake 
Crabtree grew about three inches in the offseason and 
Hellige said he will probably be first off the bench with 
Bredemeyer this year.

Hellige said about five or six sophomores will com-
pete for minutes this year, as well.

Matt Hellige, who’s coming off a state-qualifying 
cross country season, will provide a post presence again 
for the Crusaders.

“Matt brings a big post presence and huge endurance. 
He could play two games back-to-back and not be 
tired,” John Hellige said. “Quentin, Reed, Matt all have 
gotten taller and Crabtree grew about three inches. 
Crabtree and Bredemeyer will probably come off the 

bench and I’ve got six really good 
sophomores and I’m going to dress 
five. They’re all really good players and 
they’ll be vying for that minute here 
and there.”

Matt Hellige said the team will still 
feature good outside shooters, but the 
difference will be the experience under 
their belts and the added height. The 
junior post player averaged right at a 

dozen points and five boards per game in his sopho-
more season.

“We have a lot of good shooters here. 
I think what’s different from last year, 
everyone grew about .5 to 2 inches and 
everyone seems a lot taller. We’re stron-
ger and we’re not as young,” he said. 
“Last year we only really had one senior 
and this year we have three seniors and 
then a bunch of juniors. I think every-
one’s a lot more mature with the added 
experience. I think we’ll surprise some 

people this year. “
Seniors Brant Holtkamp and Adam Rauenbuehler 

will help provide leadership and ball handling for the 
Crusaders this year. The two combined 
for 52 assists last year with Rauenbue-
hler only playing in 13 games last year.

“I think we have a lot of young talent. 
We’ll probably have a smaller rotation 
than most and our juniors will make up 
the bulk of our lineup,” Holtkamp said. 
“I think we can surprise some people 
hopefully. Our entire team is intact so 
we won’t change things a whole lot.”

Rauenbuehler, who’ll most likely handle the No. 1 
or point guard position, said the team should be able 
to move inside and out this year and the team should 
move up the conference ladder.

 “I think it will be pretty balanced outside and inside, 
but we’ll try to run more and get into fast breaks. I 
think New London will be up there again towards the 
top this year because they didn’t lose many players this 

year, but we’ll finish higher than we did last year.”
Schneider was 7th in conference in rebounding his 

sophomore year and we’ll look to build on that pres-
ence around the rim this year.

 “I think we’re going to be a lot better this year. We 
were younger last year and we’ve improved a lot. We 
know everyone in the conference and how they play. 
Our weakness is that we’re not that tall, but we’re going 
to try and outhustle the other teams. You have Brant, 
Adam, and Reed on the outside with me and Matt in 
the post and we did pretty well with that lineup in the 
second half last year.”

Fehseke said Schneider may be the most improved 
player on the team.

“I think the team definitely has gotten bigger and 
stronger. Last year was a confidence builder. The whole 
season was like a trial for us to get ready for this year,” 
Fehseke said, “I think toward the end of the season we 
started getting confidence. Everyone in general has got-
ten a lot better. Quentin has really improved this year 
and he can shoot so much better this year. He’s really 
strong and can bulldoze through the middle.”

Fehseke finished the season at just under 13 points 
per game. He was second in the Southeast Iowa Super-
conference with 60 3-pointers behind Van Buren’s Ca-
leb Johnson, who returns this year as well. Reed hit on 
better than 40% of his attempts beyond the arc, but also 
accounted for 103 turnovers in 22 games for almost five 
per outing. He said he’ll move around on the perimeter.

“I’ll probably play a litte point guard, but Rauen-
buehler will probably control the ball and pile up the 
assists. He’s really good at driving and kicking the ball 
out. Everything is just starting to come together this 
year,” Fehseke said.

John Hellige said his main focus is for the kids to en-
joy the season and have fun playing ball. He said New 
London, Danville, West Burlington, and Notre Dame 
will probably be the top teams in the conference.

“Central Lee is a bigger school so you can never 
count them out, but I’m looking for great things from 
our guys and to build this program. But above all else, 
I just want the kids to have fun and enjoy their high 
school basketball career,” Hellige said.

SCHNEIDER

HELLIGE

FEHSEKE

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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