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BNSF shuts down majority of city crossovers

There seems to be just a touch of confusion over notifications from 
BNSF Rail Co. as to the amount of time in closures the city will endure 
while repairs are being made to at-grade crossings from 2nd Street 
through 23rd Street. 27th Street is open for crossing.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - BNSF Railway 
Co., has closed all at-grade railroad 
crossings in Fort Madison from 6th 
Street up to 27th Street effective today.

The crossing at 2nd Street which is in 
front of the BNSF bridge to Illinois will 
also be closed according to signage in 
front of the bridge Tuesday morning. 
The bridge closure will begin Wednesday 
morning with reopening planned for 
Friday.

Larry Driscoll, Fort Madison’s pub-
lic works director said the railroad is 
making improvements to the crossings 
and has legal right to shut them during 
the repairs.

“They did notify us, but not of all the 
closings. Unfortunately its going to be a 
couple days. They’re putting new ties in 
the middle and making a better ap-
proach for everyone,” Driscoll said.

Driscoll said BNSF notified the city of 
all the closings except for 20th Street. He 
also said the 2nd Street crossing at Hwy 
61 would be closed until Friday.

“The agreement was 2nd street is 
going to be closed 17th and 18th and 
open up the 19th. We requested they do 
a detour route with signage and I’m not 
sure that’s been done yet.”

Article on city site 
tells different story 
of notifications

County tables new rural 
animal ordinance

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Newly appointed Lee County Attor-
ney Clinton Boddicker presented a proposed ordinance 
to Lee County Supervisors aimed at giving authorities 
more latitude with vicious animals.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the board, Boddicker 
presented an ordinance that would give law enforce-
ment more latitude to deal with vicious animals in 
unincorporated areas. The ordinance would require 
all animals to be licensed and tagged, and vaccinated 
against rabies. Any animals without proper collars and 
tags running wild in the unincorporated areas could be 
shot by law enforcement.

“The reason why I proposed an ordinance to you is 
the situation going on at the Powdertown area. There 
were two pit bulls out there that were attacking people 
and other animals in that area. We got some calls from 
residents out there about what can be done and the 
sheriff, as well, got some calls.”

Boddicker said state code doesn’t give counties a lot 
of guidance when it comes to companion animals wan-
dering neighboring properties.

“It’s unfortunate, according to state code, that we 
don’t have a lot of options when it comes to a compan-
ion animal like that running free. They are limited, and 
have to do with whether or not the dog, for example, 
has rabies. If you have a dog out running around in the 
county without a collar or tag, a citizen can shoot that 
animal and the law enforcement has a duty to shoot the 

New utility tariff could change solar front
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
new metering system 
that’s been put in place as 
part of an Iowa Utilities 
Board pilot program may 
have an impact on the 
future of solar projects.

The new program went 
into place at the begin-
ning of May and restruc-
tures how Alliant Energy 
reimburses business and 
residences who produce 
energy from renewable 
sources such as solar or 
metering.

Anyone with energy 
producing solar cells 
or tiles was being reim-
bursed dollar for dollar 
by Alliant. Alliant would 
buy the energy at the 
same rate they were sell-
ing it to encourage the 
solar energy production. 
However many facili-
ties have designed solar 
projects that create more 
energy than the business, 

industry, or residence 
uses, and that’s where the 
metering is changing.

Justin Foss, a spokes-
man for Alliant Energy, 
said the company will 
continue to reimburse 
up to 100% of demand at 
the current rates, but any 
production over the peak 

demand for any particu-
lar home or facility will 
be reimbursed at a rate 
more comparable to what 
the utility could buy the 
renewable energy for on 
the open market.

“We believe it makes 
sense to support cus-
tomers who want to 

generate their own 
energy,” Foss said. “We 
also believe the other 
99% want us to pay the 
lowest possible price for 
energy and we can buy 
renewable on the market 
for a fraction of the cost 

Jenny Steffensmeier, owner and operator of Steffensmeier Welding 
& Mfg., speaks with Amy Van Beek, right, of Ideal Energy, about the 
solar industry as part of a visit by state officials last week. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Guest Author
Great River Regional Waste Authority 

reminds you to use the 3 R’s! 

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA
(319) 524-6175

VISIT US ONLINE: www.grrwa.com
FOLLOW US: facebook.com/grrwa

REDUCE
FOR A 

HAPPIER EARTH!REUSE RECYCLE

Here are some helpful tips: 

REUSE
* Reuse products for the same purpose or for a different purpose

 It makes economic & environmental sense to reuse products. Sometimes 
it takes a creative mind to do so.
 • Sell or Donate old clothes, appliances, toys & furniture
 • Use resealable containers rather than plastic wrap
 • Reuse grocery bags or bring your own cloth bags to the store

REDUCE
        *Reduce the amount of waste produced in society  
 The best way to manage waste is to not produce it. This can be done by 
shopping carefully and being aware of a few guidelines. 
 • Buy durable goods & products in bulk
 • Avoid over-packaged & disposable goods
 • Use cloth napkins/towels instead of paper napkins/towels
 • Make 2-sided copies whenever possible
	 •Maintain	central	files	for	multiple	individuals	
 •Use electronic mail/communications or a central bulletin board

RECYCLE
        * Recycle/convert common waste into reusable material 
 Recycling is a series of steps that takes a used material and processes, 
re-manufactures and sells it as a new product. Begin recycling at home and work.
 • Recycle all acceptable products at our recycling bins, stations
  & trailers 
  (see www.grrwa.com for a complete list of locations)
 • Check for curbside recycling acceptable items & schedules on   
  your local city websites
	 •	Purchase	and	use	recycled	materials	for	the	home	&	office
 • Implement a composting process for your lawn & garden 

We accept household hazardous waste and electronic waste at the Fort 
Madison location. Appointments are encouraged to ensure a proper 

procedures are in place for disposal. Please call 319-372-6140 to 
schedule your appointment. For a full list of acceptable items please 

call or visit us online. 

Household Hazardous Waste

Electronic Waste
Please place all electronic waste in their appropriate bins, some elec-
tronic items are free to dispose. Please call for fees on TV’s, Monitors, 

Laptops & Tablets. 

Editor’s Note: It’s our true pleasure to allow local writers to publish samples of their work on 
our platform. This is another submission from a local writer. Information on how to read more 
of the submission is included at the end of the segment. This invitation is open to all writing 
enthusiasts who are interested in having others read and possibly react to their work.

BY JESSICA McPHERSON
Submitted article

Overview - Josilyn Michael moved back to New Orleans after a horrific attack at the hands 
of her husband. She didn’t come looking for love, just a fresh start with old friends. Dillon has 

a past he isn’t sure he can overcome and a lifestyle he wasn’t ready to give up. 
When Josilyn was thrust into his arms, everything changed for them both. 
The attraction was undeniable and they questioned if love was possible. Can 
Josilyn overcome her fear and release her demons to give love a chance? Can 
Dillon overcome his past and leave a life behind, or will the past destroy his 
future? Can love heal their burdened souls?

Scene setting - Josilyn is sitting outside with her best friend and on 
the phone with her fiancé. Her phone had died and she’s just getting 
messages.

I got a funny feeling in my stomach again but couldn’t find the source.
“You got quiet. What’s wrong, love?”
“Nothing. Just had a funny feeling today. It’s just my mind messing with me since 

you’re not here. I think it’s going to be a rough night.”
“I’m sorry, love. Maybe Caleb will sleep with you.”
“He already said he would. Can I call you before I go to sleep?”
“Of course. I’m going to jump in the shower and will be waiting to hear from you.”
“I love you, Dillon.”
“I love you, too, Josilyn.”
“You two are adorable,” Caleb said, standing up. “I’m going to find a movie and pop 

some popcorn. Sound good?”
“Yep. I’m just going to check my messages then I’ll be in.
He nodded and went inside.
I had five voicemails and three text messages. The first two were from Dillon.
“Just landed call when I’m in the hotel.”
“Just got your email. So, if your phone comes to life just know I love you so much.”
The third was from my lawyer.
“Josilyn I tried calling. I left several messages please contact me as soon as possible it 

is urgent.”
I quickly dialed my voicemail before calling him. The first two were reminders of my 

doctors’ appointments. The next three were from him.
“Josilyn. It is very urgent that I speak with you. Please contact me.”
“Josilyn. It’s Mr. Collier again. Please call me as soon as you can.”
“Josilyn. I can’t go into details over a message. There’s a chance you’re in danger. 

Please call me.”
I quickly dialed his number and he picked up on the first half-ring
“Josilyn thank goodness. I was afraid I was too late.”
“Mr. Collier. What’s going on?”
“Wade escaped.”
I couldn’t breathe as I sat there and listened to him. My world shattered instantly. I 

knew Wade was here.
“He faked being sick to get transferred to the hospital. They aren’t sure how he got 

around security, but he did. They didn’t contact me til this morning. He is believed to 
have escaped around midnight last night. I’m not sure if he’ll come after you, but I have 
contacted your local authorities and they should be in contact with you. I’m surprised 
they haven’t been already. We need to set you up with a bodyguard or security of some 
kind. I’m sorry, Josilyn.”

“I’ll call the authorities right now and let them know I’m home. Please keep me in-
formed if you hear anything. Thank you for calling me, Mr. Collier.”

I sat there trying to find the strength to dial the phone. I needed to call Dillon. He 
picked up on the first ring.

“Well that was fast,” he said through laughter.
“Dillon,” I said, panic coated my voice.
“Josilyn, wants wrong?” he said quickly. “Josilyn. Breathe. Tell me what’s wrong.”
I tried to contain my fear.
“Wade escaped custody. Dillon, I think he’s already here. I think that’s the funny 

feeling I’ve been getting.”
“Call the police, love. I am booking the next flight home. Go in the house right now 

and lock the door. I am so sorry I left you.”
“They are on the way. Dillon, I’m scared.”
“I know, love, I know, but you need to do what I’m telling you. Set the alarm and 

don’t open the doors for anyone but the police OK?”
“OK,” I said, fully crying now.
“Josilyn, I’m gonna to hang up now. I’m going call a friend on the police force.
His name is Xiever Cabe. He will call you.”
“Dillon, don’t hang up.”
“I have to call him. Go in the house with Caleb. Please, Josilyn.”
The line went dead. I quickly jumped up from my seat and sprinted for the house.
Caleb was at the door as I arrived. The look on my face must have told him every-

thing.
“He’s here. I know it,” I manage to say.
“Go sit in the living room, I’ll lock all the doors.”
I sat on the couch shaking. The phone rang and I screamed.
“It’s Dillon honey,” Caleb said, handing me the phone.
“Josilyn,” he said quietly. “Baby, speak to me.”
“I’m here.”
“I called Xiever. Your lawyer had already contacted 

Burdened Souls - Jessica McPherson

See BURDENED, page 3

McPHERSON

http://www.grrwa.com
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From the Front/For the Record

Lunch & Learn
Dedicated  to learning  about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.
Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 
Click to visit our website. 

Click here for more information or call (319)372.2243.
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IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 5/16
4 35 39 56 72 
Lucky Ball: 11
Megaplier: 5

animal.”
Boddicker said those 

conditions didn’t apply 
here because the two dogs 
in the Powdertown area 
had been vaccinated.  The 
issue was the aggressive 
behavior. One of the dogs 
has been shot by a neigh-
bor.

“The law allows some-
one to shoot the dog in 
that situation, but we 
want to do all we can to 
keep people from hav-
ing target practice out 
in those unincorporated 
areas,” he said.

The ordinance being 
proposed is based on 
Story County and Linn 
County ordinances. 
Boddicker said he wasn’t 
leaning either way on the 
ordinances, but would 
go at the direction of the 
board.

Supervisor Ron Fedler 
said he wanted to have 
a bit more time to speak 
with his constituents.

“I would suggest that 
rather than having the 

first reading this week, we 
table this for a week so 
we can talk with people,” 
Fedler said.

Pflug asked what the 
ordinance would do if he’s 
on a property and gets 
bitten by a dog and the 
landowner doesn’t claim 
the animal.

Boddicker said the or-
dinance wouldn’t interfere 
with any civil remedies 
that a person would have 
in that situation.

“That was one of the 
problems in Powderton, I 
have angry residents call 
me and ask, ‘what can I 
do, what can I do’, and I’m 
on the other end of the 
phone saying you have 
civil remedies, and that 
doesn’t go very far with 
them.”

Supervisor Gary Folluo 
said the board should 
make phone calls and get 
out and speak with people 
and bring the information 
back to the board. He said 
it was his experience if 
they pass the first reading 

people will pack the place 
after it’s already in the 
process.

“It’s going to be our ob-
ligation to go out and find 
the public input and then 
bring that back,” Fedler 
agreed.

In other action,
  •  the board also 

heard from Boddicker on 
whether or not to pass a 
stricter ordinance on the 
use of fireworks now that 
the state has passed a law 
allowing for the use of 
fireworks at certain times 
of the year including June 
through the week after 
July and around the New 
Year. Boddicker offered to 
draw up two resolutions, 
one in line with the state 
law and one with more 
strict language.

 •   the board passed, 
5-0, an amendment to 
the 2016-2017 fiscal year 
budget due to overages 
in several departments 
and some fund balance 
transfers.

Powdertown pit bulls spurred action
ANIMALS - Continued from Page 1

them. A twenty-four hour security detail is coming over.”
“OK.”
“I’m on a 2 a.m. flight tonight. I’ll be home around 5:30 a.m. Please don’t leave the 

house.”
“I won’t. Please hurry home, Dillon.”
“I’ll be there as soon as I can.”

About the Author
Jessi McPherson is an author with Smoke and Mirrors Ink and lives in Fort 

Madison, a small town in southeast Iowa, but grew up a military brat, traveling all 
around with her family. She found writing at a young age and never stopped. She is 
the mother of two amazing teenagers and the wife of a very loving and supportive 
husband. She enjoys being outdoors when she isn’t working as a manager of a local 
bar and night club.

You can Pre-order Burdened Souls on Amazon to be release May 27th 2017 and 
follow her on any one of her pages for updates on her work at any of these links;

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jessi.mcpherson.79
Author page: https://www.facebook.com/Jessimcp/#
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Jessi_Mcp
Website: http://jessimcp10.wixsite.com/mysite
Publisher: http://www.smokeandmirrorsink.com/

Local author available on Amazon
BURDENED - Continued from Page 2

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.leecountybank.com
https://www.facebook.com/jessi.mcpherson.79
https://www.facebook.com/Jessimcp
https://twitter.com/Jessi_Mcp
http://jessimcp10.wixsite.com/mysite
http://www.smokeandmirrorsink.com
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111 N. 1st St.
Montrose, IA 52639

319-463-7150

Follow us on Facebook!

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G

Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
107 Toothache Drive

New London, IA 52645
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care
511 Columbia Street
Mediapolis, IA 52637

319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
320 N. 3rd Street Ste. 411

Burlington, IA 52601
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
1223 S. Gear Ave.

Eastman Plaza Ste. 302
W. Burlington, IA 52655

319-753.2515

902 Avenue G • Fort Madison
(319)372.4040

www.seia.rapmls.com

Let Hope help you
find your next home

1904 Ave. H
Ft. Madison, IA
319-372-3515

609 S. 9th St.
Burlington, IA
319-752-1584

1405 E. Washington St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA
319-385-1377

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison
319-372-4233

Join a community 
where you belong.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.yourheatandairguy.com

Like us on Facebook!

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

~ 24 Hour Service ~
~ Never an Overtime Charge ~

~ FREE Estimates ~
~ Servicing All Makes ~

CONGRATULATIONS!
2017 Iowa State Track & Field

Championship

3:35 p.m. – Girls 3000 Meter Run – Sierra Howardson – Section 1, Lane 7
5:25 p.m. – Girls 4x800 Meter Relay – Fort Madison – Section 1, Lane 10

Drake Stadium, Des Moines
Thursday, May 18 – Saturday, May 20

THURSDAY EVENTS

THIS MESSAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES & THE PEN CITY CURRENT

2:00 p.m. – Girls Shot Put – Brittiney Harris – Flight 2, 1st Throw
3:00 p.m. – Girls Distance Medley – Section 2, Lane 2

4:30 p.m. – Boys Shot Put – Elijah Barnes – Flight 1, 2nd Throw
5:30 p.m. – Girls 400 Meter Hurdles – Brett Schneider – Section 2, Lane 2

6:00 p.m. – Boys Distance Medley – Fort Madison – Section 1, Lane 3

FRIDAY EVENTS
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319-470-2540
Call to learn how we can

place you in your dream home
535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478 • www.griffinmuffler.com

EXPERIENCE
the Griffin Difference. GRRWA

Great River Regional Waste Authority

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA • (319)372.6140
111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA • (319)524.6175
Toll Free: 1(800)216.2370 • FAX (319)372.6222

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

Main Bank
801 Ave. F

Fort Madison
(319) 372-2243

Drive-In
2501 Ave. L
Fort Madison

(319) 372-2218

West Point
504 Ave. D
West Point

(319) 837-6262

MEMBER FDIC EQUAL HOUSING

You’ll Thank A Bank Like Us!

2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison
(319)372.5225

www.leecountyhd.org

1760 308th Ave • Fort Madison, IA
(319) 528-6214 • sheaffergolf.com

We are now taking tee times
on the weekends!

Call to schedule yours.

220 26th Street • Fort Madison
(319)372.2403

www.fortmadisony.org

GOOD LUCK AT STATE!
2017 Iowa State Track & Field

Championship
Drake Stadium, Des Moines

Thursday, May 18 – Saturday, May 20

THIS MESSAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES & THE PEN CITY CURRENT

10:50 a.m. – Girls 800 Meter Run – Brett Schneider – Section 2, Lane 7
3:00 p.m. – Girls 1500 Meter Run – Brett Schneider – Section 1, Lane 15

SATURDAY EVENTS

Saturday 10:00 a.m. – Boys Shot Put – Caleb Gehle – Flight 1, 3rd Throw
Saturday 12:43 p.m. – Boys 100 Meter Run – Caleb Gehle – Section 1, Lane 7
Saturday 1:50 p.m. – Boys 200 Meter Run – Caleb Gehle – Section 1, Lane 7

WHEELCHAIR EVENTS
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Classifieds

NEW REDUCED PRICE

• New Construction in West Point
• Completed in 2017
• 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
• 3 Car Garage
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Spacious Yard
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops &
  Upper Glass Cabinetry
• Plus New Appliance Package Included

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES HELP WANTED

Fort Madison
Community School 
District is accepting 
applications for the 
following positions:

One Year Middle 
School Math

Instructor
(2017-2018

school year)
Applicant must have a K-8 

or 5-12 certification and suc-
cessful teaching experience 
teaching math at the Middle 
School level.  This opening 

is due to a one year leave of 
absence.

7/8 Language Arts 
Instructor

(Anticipated)

Various coaching 
opportunities at 
both the Middle 
School and High 

School 

We are also accepting appli-
cations for:
• Substitute Teachers
• Associates 
• Food Service
• Bus Monitors and Substi-
tute Bus Drivers 

Applicants may apply online 
at www.fmcsd.org, about 

us, employment or you may 
apply to:  

Debbie Augustine
Fort Madison Community 

School District
P.O. Box 1423

Fort Madison, Iowa  52627

NOW
HIRING

ServiceMaster Cleaning & 
Restoration is looking to fill 
a position within our residen-
tial/ disaster division as well 
as our reconstruction divi-
sion.

Candidates must have strong 
customer service skills and 
pass background and drug 
screening. This position is 
fast paced and at times very 
demanding. Basic computer 
skills are preferred

Our team has men and 
women so don’t be afraid

to apply!
Call 1-800-584-3364

for an interview

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 14099W-00

We Offer Competitive Wages 
and 

Comprehensive Benefits 
Package

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers
Under Search Jobs: Click - 

US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information 

and requirements
   

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an Equal
Opportunity Employer
DuPont is an E-Verify

Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG Follow 

Us
@pencitycurrent

SHOP
LOCAL

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.fmcsd.org
http://www.fmcsd.org
http://www.dupont.com/careers
http://www.fmcsd.org
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com/
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Classifieds

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard • 3 Car Garage   • Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite • 3 Full Baths  • 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan  • New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location  • Upgraded Kitchen with Upper Glass Cabinetry
• And Plus New Appliance Package Included

NEW REDUCED PRICE

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

25 Green Oak Court Fort Madison Iowa

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard • 3 Car Garage  
• Fire Place • Granite Counter Tops  
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite • 3 Full Baths   
• 9 ft. Finished Basement • Modern Open Floor Plan  
• Covered Rear Porch • New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location • Upgraded Flooring
• Upgraded Kitchen with High End Cabinetry
• Plus New Appliance Package Included

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

NEW REDUCED PRICE
26 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa

New Construction Built in 2017

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

631 Avenue D 
4BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Beautiful victorian home on a quiet 
street with an amazing wrap-around 
porch. All the modern conveniences. 
Quite a charmer! Listing #20165372, 
$124,900.

403 10th Street
5BR • 3BA

This is a beautifully appointed home 
with all the modern conveniences. 
There is an extra large lot for your 
family to enjoy! Listing #20162159, 
$164,000.

602 7th Street
3BR • 3BA

Practically perfect in every way, this 
1841 home includes the latest im-
provements while keeping its Victori-
an charm. Listing #23006122, $99,999.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Beautiful Period Homes

REDUCEDPENDING

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
mailto:mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
http://www.pencitycurrent.com


of buying from a custom-
er who installed the solar 
panels. We want to strike 
that balance of support-
ing those who want to 
generate energy, but not 
add extra costs on for all 
of our other customers.”

Foss said Alliant doesn’t 
see the new program hav-
ing a chilling effect on the 
renewable energy front.

The process started four 
years ago when the Iowa 
Utilities Board wanted a 
study to look at what the 

future of customer-owned 
electrical generation was 
going to look like. The 
study was aimed at how 
net-metering could be 
done in a way that balanc-
es the needs of customers, 
utilities, and renewable 
energy demands.

According to Foss, net 
metering is the process by 
which utilities purchase 
solar energy or renew-
able energy back from 
the customer when they 
generate it.

“When solar energy 
was just starting out, it 
was a simple and easy 
way to help support those 
who wanted to generate 
their own energy. For 
every unit of energy 
you produce, we would 
compensate you for a full 
unit of energy,” Foss said. 
“What’s lost in the unit 
of energy that we sell it 
for, let’s say 15 cents/kilo-
watt...the actual energy 
in that is around 3 cents, 
everything else, the other 
12 cents, is cost of poles, 
wires, generation stations, 
crews that come out and 
fix it, their truck...all 
the other costs of doing 
business.”

“As the cost of solar 
energy has come down, it 
has made sense to re-
duce the amount of that 
subsidy as well . The IUB 
wanted to do a study and 
see how all that would 
work.”

Channing Congdon, 
director of design for 
Ideal Energy of Fairfield, 
said solar is still a pretty 
darned good deal even 
under the new metering 
tariffs, but the new pro-
gram makes the program 
not quite as good as it 
was.

“It’s disengenous to say 
it’s not going to have a 
chilling effect,” he said.

“This is our frustration. 
We were at a point where 
the IUB was looking at 
ways to encourage renew-
able energy. They want us 
to see the value of that. A 
change that looks to make 
it a better deal to go to 
solar and this was the re-
sult,” Congdon said. Now 
you have a cap and you’ll 
install less solar. It’s being 
talked about one way and 
comes out on the other.”

He said the new pro-
gram has a five-year 
horizon which he said was 
a long time on a growing 
industry.

“The main takeaway is 
the returns are reduced 
and the array of sizes 
we would do have been 
reduced,” said Amy Van 
Beek, who with husband 
Troy, founded Ideal En-
ergy.

“For those looking to go 
for 100% offset, this pro-
gram does make it diffi-
cult to do that. It’s a much 
more complex system. 
Going off demand for 
homeowners, those are a 
lot more complex calcu-
lations in that formula 
and the demand may be 
in a pool with a load class 
from the utility.”

But Foss said Alliant 
went through and looked 
at their records as part of 
the IUB’s request for new 
metering tariffs, and said 
most commercial projects 
are built to offset demand 
and not to create addi-
tional energy.

The plan will pay ener-
gy created over demand 
at about 2.5 cents per 
kilowatt hour compared 
to the full rate of about 15 
cents. Foss said the addi-
tional 12 cents of the cost 
they normally charge is 
for trucks, poles, repair-
men and other peripheral 
costs.

The pilot program is 
for 3-5 years and for the 
customers who’ve already 
made that investment 
we’re gonna honor that 
program. We recognize 
those who made that 
investment under those 
terms, of course we are.

He said the new pro-
gram also offers a cash out 
option. Some customers 
who’ve sized their projects 
large enough to create 
more energy than they 
can use can opt to cash 
out of the program on a 
yearly basis.

OTHER OPTIONS
“No matter how much 

they use, they never cash 
out of that bank. If you 
never can use enough 
energy to cash out the 
bank, that is of no value. 
Under the new tariffs we’ll 
cash that out once a year,” 
Foss said.

But Congdon said it’s 
more beneficial to cus-
tomers to keep energy 
banked because energy 
needs can fluctuate from 
year to year depending 
on environmental and 
structural factors.

Van Beek said the new 
tariffs are, in fact, much 
better than the original 
proposals issues in Feb-
ruary.

“When Alliant first re-
leased the first comments 
of the IUB in February, 
we would have had a very 
significant impact, but 
now they’ve released the 
second set, it looks like 
something we could work 
with,” she said.

Most residential proj-
ects don’t go 100%. 
Typically they don’t have 
enough roof space. It’s 
definitely a case-by-case 

net metering. Bottom line 
is, it’s become much more 
complicated to under-
stand. We’re finding a way 
to make it work.”

Van Beek’s husband is 
a former Navy SEAL and 
she said he believes that 
everyone should have the 
choice to do solar if they 
want.

“Alliant, obviously is 
not stopping them, just 
making it less viable,” she 
said.

Mike Mohrfeld of 
Mohrfeld Electric in Fort 
Madison said he doesn’t 
see the new changes hav-
ing that big of an impact.

“Under the new pro-
posal, what we’re seeing 
for a typical customer is 
it not having any negative 
impact,” said Mohrfeld. 
“Non-traditional build-
ings spike at different 
months., those are the 
customers it will have a 
greater impact on. Your 
traditional gas heat uses 
more electricity in the 
summer and your electric 
heat spikes in the winter 
and that’s when solar 
isn’t performing as well. 
These new tariffs follow a 
standard customer pretty 
well.”

Mohrfeld said at the 
end of the day, Alliant still 
probably has the best net 
metering system.

“We get stuck in the 
conversation way more 
than we should,” Mohr-
feld said. “At the end of 
the day, we’re trying to 
wipe out the energy bill 
and that can still happen. 
We’re dwelling on a frac-
tional thing. We think it’s 
still a good net metering 
system, better than a lot of 
rurals.”

8 - Pen City Current - Wednesday May 17, 2017

From the Front/Weather

The Buffalo
on the Back 9

Tacos every Wednesday
starting May 3

5-9pm

2 Tacos only $799

with salsa & jalapenos

We are now taking tee times on the weekends!
Call to schedule yours.

1760 308th Ave • Fort Madison, IA
(319) 528-6214 • sheaffergolf.com

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
Wed 17 May

Moderate Rain
Low – 70.4º F | High – 71.1º F

Thur 18 May

Light Rain
Low – 66.0º F | High – 82.3º F

Fri 19 May

Heavy Intensity Rain
Low – 66.9º F | High – 77.9º F

Sat 20 May

Heavy Intensity Rain
Low – 53.2º F | High – 62.8º F

Sun 21 May

Light Rain
Low – 54.9º F | High – 62.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website 
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen 
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

Todd Schneider, owner of School House Apart-
ments, talks with Lee County Economic Devel-
opment Group CEO Joe Steil and Marketing 
manager Dana Millard, about the impact of so-
lar energy on his property. 

courtesy photo

Providers say solar still a great option
TARIFFS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.sheaffergolf.com
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://OpenWeatherMap
https://www.pencitycurrent.com

	Front Page
	Guest Author
	GRRWA
	From the Front
	Guest Author
	For the Record
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Lee County Bank
	The Kensington
	Sports – State Track
	Sports – State Track
	Classifieds
	Green Oak Development
	Boulders Inn & Suites Fort Madison
	KLM Realty
	River City Motors Plus
	Classifieds
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Green Oak Development
	Pen City Current
	Pen City Current
	From the Front
	5-Day Weather Forecasat
	Fort Madison Depot Farmers' Market
	Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course
	Pen City Current Masthead

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1020: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 


