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Authorities looking for man in abduction attempt

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - The Lee County Sheriff ’s depart-
ment is asking for help in locating a person of interest 
in an attempted abduction on Wednesday at Pollmill-
er Park.

At about 6:02 p.m., Wednesday, the 
Lee County Sheriffs Office and the West 
Point Police Department responded to a 
report of an incident at the Park.

Upon investigation, it was report-
ed that an 11-year-old girl had been 
approached by a white male subject, 
6 feet tall, approximately 180 pounds 

with a bald head. The man was “drunk” according to 
the victim and tried to prevent the victim from going 
into a public restroom at the beach area in the park. 

According to the victim, he reportedly asked her to 
come with him. The man persisted briefly and then 
walked away after the victim refused to allow him 
to touch her. The man left the area before the victim 
could point him out to her family members who were 
with her at the Pollmiller Beach.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said he was at 
Pollmiller at the time and was at the scene in a matter 
of seconds after the call came. “We scoured that park 

WEBER

It was that time again 
on Wednesday as 
residents crowded 

in around tons of 
sweet corn as part 

of the annual Sweet 
Corn Festival Shuck-
Fest on Merschman 

Seeds property in 
West Point. The 

Sweet Corn Festival 
kicked off Thursday 

on the square in 
West Point.

At left, Brynn Den-
ning and Brooklyn 

Scheetz jump in on 
the fun.

Photos by Ava Peitz/PCC InternKnee deep in corn

Man allegedly approached 
11-year-old at beach restroom

See POLLMILLER, page 3

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A Fort Madison assisted living 
facility continues to get national recognition for care 
programs and staff achievements.

On July 31, Amanda Garcia, a registered nurse and 
the wellness coordinator at The Kensington in Fort 
Madison was named the National Center for Assisted 
Living (NCAL) Nurse of the Year. Garcia will be recog-
nized at the 69th Annual American Health Care Associ-
ation/National Center for Assisted Living Convention & 
Expo in San Diego, CA, held October 7-10.

Garcia has been The Kensington’s wellness coordina-
tor for the past eight years.

 “Although I have only had the pleasure of working 
with Mrs Garcia for a short period of time, her high 
energy and passion are evident. Amanda is a great 
representative of the values and culture that makes the 
Kensington a terrific place to work or live. Amanda is 
the kind of leader we all strive to be; one of a servant 
mindset. I am proud to be able to work alongside her,” 
said Leia Morrison, Executive Director of the Kensing-
ton.

“We keep up on all certifications and what’s current in 
dementia care and that says a lot about the Kensington 
that we trying to do all these things and be out in the 
community and do that kind of support,” Garcia said. 
“This isn’t just my award, but the Kensington’s award 
too.”

In 2017, The Kensington earned the Silver—Achieve-
ment in Quality award through the AHCA/NCAL 
Quality Award Program.

Kensington’s Garcia 
named NCAL Nurse 

of the Year

See AWARD, page 6
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.
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Powerball: 17
Power Play: 2

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 135
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

www.TrailwaysTravel.com

Inclusions 
• Roundtrip Motorcoach 
   Transportation
• On-board Friendly Host
• Hotel Accommodations
• 10 Meals (8B / 2D)
• 2 optional Kickback Receptions
• Moody Gardens
   - Aquarium Pyramid
   - Rainforest Pyramid
   - Discovery Museum
• Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig
• The Bishop’s Palace 

   
• Moody Mansion
• Pier 21
• Texas Seaport Museum 
   & Tallship Elissa
• Pier 21 Theatre
• Bryan Museum
• Galveston Strand & Seaport
• Seawolf Park
• American Undersea Warfare 
   Center
• Galveston Harbor Cruise 
   aboard Seagull 2

GALVESTON, TEXASSun, Sand & Waves
FEBRUARY 8-16, 2019

ONLY  $1,470 PER PERSON DOUBLE
$30 Trailways club membership discount is available

and we couldn’t find the person in question.”
Additional information is being sought by Law 

Enforcement to identify and interview the suspect in 
this case.

“We are asking that if anyone witnessed this inci-
dent yesterday or have seen the man in question, to 
please contact the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office Crimi-
nal Investigations Division immediately.”

The Sheriff is also looking for anyone shooting pic-
tures or videos of the described area yesterday during 
that time frame.(Especially if there were photographs 
taken at the beach in Pollmiller park yesterday at or 
around 6 PM. We would like toreview them.)

The Sheriffs Office is again requesting the public to 
be mindful of their surroundings and report anything 
suspicious in nature.

Fort Madison emergency crews responded to a two-car accident at 15th Street and Avenue E 
Thursday evening. One victim driving a white Buick is being tended to by emergency crews and 
was put a neck brace. The other vehicle was a maroon F-150 pickup truck.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Sheriff looking for 
any visual evidence 

at Pollmiller Park
POLLMILLER - Continued from Page 1

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Galveston-Sun-Sand-Waves-2019
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

ISP K9 officers take 1st at trials
Submitted article

FORT MADISON – Recently the K9 unit at Iowa 
State Penitentiary (ISP) participated in in the United 
State Police Canine Association (USPCA) Police Dog # 
1 Certification Trials held in Des Moines.

ISP has utilized K9’s since 1994. Since that time they 
have been instrumental in offender escort and drug 
detection efforts within the secure perimeter. K9’s 
are also utilized in assisting outside agencies with law 
enforcement efforts.

Two Canine Sergeants, Michael Barnes and Dustin 
Yager, are employed at ISP and competed against 31 
other teams from Iowa and Minnesota at the trials. 
Barnes and Yager train frequently to ensure compliance 
with safety and security standards.

During the USPCA trials each K9 and their handler 
were tested on obedience, apprehension agility, article 
and box search and criminal apprehension. The ISP 
team, along with Anamosa, received 1st Place Over-All. 
In addition, Yager placed 1st in Obedience and Barnes 
placed 2nd in Obedience.

Dustin Yager and Michael Barnes stand with the their K9 officers and trophies received in a re-
cent United States Police Canine Association’s K9 certification trials. All four officers of the ISP 
team received 1st place overall and Yager received the top Obedience award. 

Photo courtesy of Iowa State Penitentiary

Celebrations

FORT MADISON - Devan and Rusty Andrews are 
pleased to announce the birth of their son, Collin John 
Andrews, on Sunday, July 29, 2018, at the Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital.

He is joined at home by his sister Lauren Andrews. 
Grandparents are Judy Meyers, of Fort Madison, Rick 
Meyers, of Marion, Andy and Susan Andrews, of Fort 
Madison, and Jimmye Carrel-Andrews - deceased. 
Great-grandparents are John and Sharon Gerveler, of 
Fort Madison.

The Pen City Current congratulates the family on 
this wonderful news.

COLLIN JOHN 
ANDREWS

ELYJAH WILLIAM 
KEEFE

DONNELLSON - Rosemary and Tony Keefe are 
pleased to announce the birth of their son, Elyjah 
William Keefe, on Monday, July 16, 2018, at the Fort 
Madison Community Hospital.

He is joined at home by his sister Grayce Keefe. 
Grandparents are Sonny and Patty Wilson, of Mon-
trose, David and Amy Keefe, of Argyle, and William 
and Tina Young, of Donnellson. Great-grandparents 
are Rodney and Lena Link, of Argyle, Robert and Patri-
cia Young, of Donnellson, Harold and Carolyn Rindt, 
of Donnellson, and Hazel Hawes (great-great-grand-
ma), of Argyle.

The Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Friday, August 24
8:30 to 11:30

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

FLASH    PANIN
A

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=LPNs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
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Local News/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 10 Aug

Moderate Rain
High – 83.0º F | Low – 72.9º F

SAT 11 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 80.5º F | Low – 66.0º F

SUN 12 Aug

Light Rain
High– 89.1º F | Low – 78.0º F

MON 13 Aug

Light Rain
High – 87.4º F | Low – 76.4º F

TUE 14 Aug

Heavy Rain
High– 76.0º F | Low – 73.0º F

OpenWeatherMap

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com
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Anthony B Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor
.

1233 Ave H
Ft Madison, IA 52627
319-372-8001
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Channel cats fair on rivers
DES MOINES - The following is the 

weekly fishing report from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources for 
southeast Iowa.

Big Hollow Lake
Largemouth Bass - Slow: Anglers are 

catching nice bass around the edges of the 
flooded timber in the early morning and 
late evenings.

Iowa River 
Both the Iowa and Cedar Rivers are 

headed back up by the end of the week. 
Expect a water level increase of near two 
feet. Channel Catfish - Fair: Catfishing 
has picked up a little. Work the outer edg-
es of the brush piles early in the morning 
and late evening. Stink baits are made for 
this time of year.

Lake Belva Deer
Water temperature held steady at 80 

degrees over the last week. Water clarity 
is fair at 26 inches. Black Crappie - Slow: 
Look for crappie in front of the beach 
and down to the North Ramp in 15 feet 
of water slow trolling or drifting with the 
wind. Largemouth Bass - Slow: Work the 
flooded timber early in the morning with 
some weedless soft plastics.

Lake Darling
Water temperatures dropped to 79 

degrees.The water has a green cast to it 
with a water clarity of 19 inches. Large-
mouth Bass - Fair: Anglers are picking 
up bass around the deeper habitat. In the 
early and late parts of the day, look for 
them to be in shallow but not far from the 
deep water ledges. Bluegill - Fair: Look 
for bluegills out around the rock piles and 
brush in 6-8 feet of water. Black Crappie - 
Fair: Anglers are picking up some crap-
pies while drifting over the habitat in 8 to 
10 feet of water.

Lost Grove Lake
Black Crappie - Fair: Crappie fishing 

has moved deep with anglers catching 

them while slow trolling in 20 to 25 feet 
of water.  Largemouth Bass - Fair: Anglers 
are catching bass in the flooded brush 
on the north side of the lake in the early 
morning hours.

Skunk River
The South Skunk by Oskaloosa went up 

by near two feet on Wednesday. Look for 
that water to be down our way in a couple 
of days. The North Skunk is holding 
steady. Channel Catfish - Fair: Anglers 
continue to catch some nice catfish in the 
brush piles, the increase in water level 
may change that for a little while.

For more information on the above 
lakes and rivers, call the Lake Darling 
Fisheries Office at 319-694-2430.

Mississippi River Pool 19
Tailwater stage is 5.02 feet at Lock and 

Dam 18 above Burlington and is rising. 
We have not received any fishing report 
information for this pool this week. 
Channel Catfish - No Report: Try fishing 
above brush piles and snags along the side 
channels and main channel; use stink bait 
or shad. Bluegill - No Report: Look for 
bluegills in the backwaters around brush 
piles. Try fishing with worms under a 
bobber. Walleye - No Report: Look for 
walleyes on the wing dams. Cast crank-
baits or troll three-way rigs with crawlers.

Tailwater stages have risen close to 
a foot with the recent heavy rains, but 
is forecast to start falling by the week-
end. Main channel water temperature is 
around 79 degrees. Water clarity is fair. If 
you have questions on fishing Pools 16-
19, contact the Fairport Fish Hatchery at 
563-263-5062.

Garcia was nominated 
by former Kensington 
Director Rachel Benda 
and Linda Larkin, director 
of operations for AgeMark 
System, the corporate par-
ent of the Kensington.

Garcia was nominated 
for several program she’s 
involved including being 
one of the first in the 
county to be a certified 
with the Iowa Physician 
Orders for Scope of Treat-
ment.

“I can teach others how 
to fill orders out so they 
become facilitators and 
only facilitators can fill 
out those forms. Myself 
and Debbie Green at Fort 
Madison Community 
Hospital hold a couple 
sessions each year to help 
others with that process,” 
Garcia said.

She is also a Virtual 
Dementia Tour® facilitator 
and certified dementia 
care practitioner and has 
helped train staff at the lo-
cal hospital and Iowa State 
Penitentiary. She also of-
fers training to communi-
ty groups and Kensington 
residents’ family members.

“Obviously this has 
brought lots of attention 
to the Kensington,” she 
said. “People congrat-
ulated us on our silver 
award last year and people 
in the community have 
congratulated me. When I 
received the Distinguished 

Director of Nursing 
Award in September, I got 
a lot of congratulations on 
that and the residents are 
very proud and talk about 
it. And they want to know 
what these awards are, and 
I’m proud of that”.

Garcia said the Kensing-
ton is very generous with 
her time which allows her 
to share her knowledge 
with others and better 
serve more people and 
families

I’m also a certified de-
mentia care practitioner, 
which means I know how 
to care for people with 

dementia. It’s a national 
certification that we try to 
get at least all of our peo-
ple that have anything to 
do with our memory unit 
certified in.”

“Amanda’s continued 
hard work and dedication 
are an inspiration to her 
team and have helped 
them and the Kensington 
provide great service to 
our tenants. Amanda has 
strived for constant im-
provement throughout her 
career and is driven by her 
professionalism, compas-
sion and commitment,” 
Larkin said.

Garcia’s passion expands 
into other community centers
AWARD - Continued from Page 1

Amanda Garcia was honored with National 
Center for Assisted Living’s Nurse of the Year 
award on July 31. Garcia will be recognized at 
an NCAL Expo in California in October.. 

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
http://tkef.org/
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GONE FISHI
NG!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition
Sunday, August 12 through Monday, August 20
so our team can enjoy some time this summer.

Breaking news will be published online when possible.
Our free e–Edition will be back Tuesday, August 21.

Thank you for reading!
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