
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
With Fareway Grocery 
set to open this summer, 
the grocery chain is 
already stepping in with 
support for the com-
munity, including now 
donating dirt needed to 
resurface a future Fort 
Madison park.

Andy Andrews, of 
the North Lee County 
Historical Society, said 
Fareway, at the request of 
City Councilor and son 
Rusty Andrews, brought 
the rich soil to the park in 
the past few weeks.

Andrews said the park, 
located just east of Dollar 
General between 4th and 
5th Street and Avenues 
G and H, has enough soil 
now to cover the prop-
erty.

“The next step is to 
let her dry out and level 
it off. Two options - to 
do it right away and pay 
someone or we can wait a 
little bit. With all the rain 
we’ve had it won’t hurt to 
wait a little bit.”

Andrews said the park 
also received some dirt 
from Boulders Inn & 
Suites’ construction proj-
ect off their expansion.

“We’ll spread that first 
because it has a lot of 
sand in it.” Andrews said.

He said he had to call 
Fareway off on any more 
dirt due to the volume 
they were seeing, but he 
said there are places it 
can be used if there is too 
much.

“If there is some 
leftover, and I’m assum-
ing there’ll be some, we 
might be able to use it 
where the city tore down 
the old funeral home 

next to Casey’s. We can 
put some there to help 
level that off. Hopefully, 
we could build a berm 
west of the depot fence so 
when the creek goes out 
of its bank, it won’t flood 
the depot parking lot.”

But it will probably be 
two to three weeks before 
any progress is made on 
the Battlefield. Of course 
that’s all up to the weath-
er,” he said.

The project will ul-
timately cost close to 
$500,000 when all is said 
and done.

The plan is to finish the 
park by the fall. Raising 
money for walkways, 
benches, a flag pole, and 
lighting will begin in 
2018. Then in 2019, add-
ing interpretive signage 
to tell the history of the 
Fort, the battlefield, and 
soldiers that gave their 
lives and were buried 
around the Fort grounds.

There is a tentative plan 
to move the 1909 repro-
duction chimney to the 
site and in 2020 possibly 

build an Interpretive 
Center and theatre on the 
grounds. Andrews said 
the monument may need 
some repair as there is a 
12-foot crack in the back 
side of the stone.

Landscaping plans 
include 22 native trees 
to honor the 22 soldiers 

said to have lost their life 
in the battle, perennial 
beds with 22 perenni-
als in each bed, a native 
American memorial area, 
several benches, and a sit-
ting area with a possible 
welcome center/interpre-
tive center.

The NLCHS is a 

501(c)(3) tax-deductible 
organization and any-
one wishing to donate 
to the project can send 
donations to P.O. Box 
285, Fort Madison, Iowa 
52627 or contact the 
North Lee County His-
torical Society at 814 10th 
Street, 319-372-7661.
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Park project benefits from Fareway work

The viewpoint from 4th Street looking northwest shows the dirt piles 
that were brought to the future Battlefield Park from where Fareway 
Grocery was digging for their new parking lot. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Queen Chaeli Schneider and King ReeceThele were coronated 
on Friday night at the Fort Madison High School Prom at the high 
school. A post prom event was held at the Middle School.

Two to three weeks before 
more progress is expected

Supervisor says Hwy 61, 180th St. 
crossover needs more debate

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEVER - Conversations between the 
Iowa Department of Transportation and 
the Iowa Fertilizer Company continued 
Thursday regarding the possible closure 
of the crossover at Hwy 61 and 180th 
Street.

Jim Armstrong, District 5 Engineer 
with IDOT, and IFC officials held a 
conference call Thursday to discuss pos-
sibilities surrounding the closure of the 

median crossover. Arm-
strong has gone on record 
as saying he wouldn’t be in 
favor of issuing a per-
mit to close the median 
crossover if IFC doesn’t 
address other safety con-
siderations associated with 
180th Street and an acceleration lane.

The county and IDOT are recom-
mending the closure and the acceler-
ation lane to keep a safe transition of 
truck traffic in and out of the facility, but 
improvements to 180th Street must also 
be a part of the discussions.

See CROSSOVER, page 3

ARMSTRONG

Thursday conference 
call focuses on options
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Great River Regional Waste Authority
woud like to remind you to 
propoerly dispose of your 

Household Hazardous Waste, 
Construction Waste and

Electronic Waste. 
Call GRRWA’s Household Hazardous 

Waste Regional Collection 
to schedule your appointment 
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR 
FULL LIST OF ACCEPTED

HHW MATERIALS

No appointment neccesary for the 
following items: 

Automotive Batteries & Tires, 
Construction & Demolition Debris, 

Electronic Waste, Household Appliances
and Yard Waste. 

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Senior Community BINGO
2nd Wednesday of every month

at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

HTC splits at rain-shortened 
Adidas tournament

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON - It was a wet, dreary 
weekend, but the Holy Trinity’s Lady 
Crusaders managed a split in the soggy 
conditions in the Burlington Rec Plex’s 
Adidas Tournament of Champions.

The event was held Friday and Satur-
day with evening matches canceled due 
to the inclement weather, but not before 
HTC put up an impressive 6-0 win over 
Queen of Peace out of Burbank, Ill.

Senior Avery Malinksi held the shut-
out with eight saves in the game. But 
an offensive juggernaut erupted after a 
sluggish Friday game where HTC only 
managed one goal in a 3-1 loss.

On Saturday, Sophomore Taylor 
Boeding and Senior Ali Randolph both 

had two goals. Randolph had three of 
the nine shots on goal for Holy Trini-
ty.  Boeding had two goals nullified for 
offside calls. Elyse Pothitakis and Elle 
Rashid had the other two goals for HTC. 
Maya Rashid also had two shots on goal 
and three assists in the game. Sam Pothi-
takis and Randolph also added assists for 
the 5-2 Crusaders.

In Friday’s contest, Randolph had 
the lone goal in a 3-1 loss to Home-
wood-Flossmoor of Flossmoor, Ill., with 
an assist from Emily Box. Randolph 
and Maya Rashid had the only shots at 
the goal. Malinski was busy at the net 
knocking 17 shots away.

The girls are now off until May 6 when 
they host Notre Dame in a girls/boys var-
sity double header beginning at 10 a.m.

HTC’s Emily Box moves the ball through the backfield in earlier action 
this week against Columbus Junction. The Lady Crusaders split in this 
weekend’s rain-shortened tournament in Burlington. 
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“IFC officials, the Lee County Engineer (Ernie 
Steffensmeier), and myself talked about those require-
ments. Our discussion led to all three of those things, 
if the IFC is willing to pay for those improvements and 
agree to county and IDOT requirements,” Armstrong 
said.

“It just boils down to all or none. If they are willing to 
do it, I told them I would get people together and draft 
that agreement.”

Lee County Supervisor Gary Folluo said he doesn’t 
believe that all the issues have been discussed thor-
oughly yet.

“I’m sure there are issues that haven’t surfaced yet. I 
have received 4 calls objecting to closing the median 
and a handful of personal contacts,” he said.

But he said he believes 
180th Street needs to be 
widened with additional 
rights of way purchased. 
At last week’s board of su-
pervisors meeting Folluo 
indicated he wouldn’t be 
in favor of the county ex-
ercising domain over the 
property to get the work 
done.

“Any improvements will 
have to be at no cost to 
the county and I would 
want 180th Street to stay 
open to the public,” Folluo 
said. “It would have to be 
widened with additional 
rights of way purchased 
and if additional property 
was needed, I think they 
(IFC) should negotiate 
with the property owners.”

There was also discus-
sion last week about the 
RISE Road (J50) being in 
the flood plain and that 
not making good sense. 
Folluo said it would have 
added more cost to the 
project than anyone want-

ed to pay and IFC made sure the plant was out of the 
flood plain to pacify the underwriters for insurance.”

“Additionally, I believe we need to have more discus-
sion because there are safety issues with the amount of 
truck traffic, even if the median is not closed and an 
acceleration lane is not built. Even if all traffic goes on 
the rise road, 300 to 400 trucks daily, or at least 75% 
going north, its going to be dangerous at the bottom of 
that hill, with the public and company using 180th,” he 
said.

Armstrong said the process is now left in the hands 
of IFC to discuss internally and from there schedule the 
next conversation with state and county officials, but 
they didn’t indicate on Thursday’s call when that next 
conversation would take place.

The Iowa Fertilizer plant has sent notice to the coun-
ty and state that they would like to have the crossover 
closed for safety purposes in helping trucks get off 
facility property and make the turn north as smoothly 
as possible. The move would eliminate access to the 
southbound lane.

The other IFC request is to build a 2,600-foot ac-
celeration lane including a 900-foot taper at the end 
of the lane to merge onto Hwy 61 northbound. But 
Armstrong said improvements to 180th Street should 
also be made part of the agreement, all at the facility’s 
expense.

Pen City Current - Monday, May 1, 2017 - 3

Local News/From the Front

VOTE
ROSS BRADEN 

Lee County Attorney
May 2nd, 2017

Paid for by: Committee to Elect Ross Braden, Lee County Attorney

Lee County Attorney, Ross Braden, 
is dedicated to protect and serve 

Lee County, Iowa to make it a safer place for 
our children and community as a whole! 

CLICK HERE TO LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

“Looking to the future of Lee County”

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website 
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen 
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

The Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassador Club paid a visit to 10th Street 
Station and owner Dave Taylor on Friday. Taylor outlined a few plans for the diner and reminded 
everyone to vote in the USA Today poll for Iowa’s best loose meat sandwich. Currently the diner 
stands in 4th place but everyone can vote on the paper’s website daily until May. 8.
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CROSSOVER - Continued from Page 1

Options are in 
the hands of 
IFC officials

“Any improve-
ments will have 
to be at no cost 

to the county 
and I would want 
180th Street to 
remain open 

to the public. It 
would have to be 
widened with ad-
ditional rights of 
way...I think they 
should negotiate 
with the property 

owners. ”
 -Gary Folluo,

county supervisor

SELL YOUR STUFF
FREE AD

Run your private party ad 
free of charge for 7 days. 

Merchandise for sale, lost & 
found, to give away, etc.

Up to 200 words & 1 photo

with a

Place your ad online 24/7 pencitycurrent.com
Email sales@pencitycurrent.com • Call (319)371.4125

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1902935126596419/?ref=br_rs
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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25 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Kitchen with Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

NEW CONSTRUCTION

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

26 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Fire Place
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• Covered Rear Porch
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Flooring
• Upgraded Kitchen with High End Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

NEW CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
IN WEST POINT

• New Construction completed in 2017
• 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
• 3 Car Garage
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Spacious Yard
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops &
  Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

A time for new beginnings
When that includes a new home for you, let Hope help!

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G • Fort Madison

www.hopeassociatesre.com
www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the 
area and we can show all of them to you. 

Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

NOW HIRING 
PART-TIME 

LIFEGUARDS
The Fort Madison YMCA 
is now hiring part-time 
morning and daytime life-
guards. Must be a certified 
lifeguard or willing to get 
certified along with having 
CPR / AED certifications.

Pick up an application at 
the front desk, 220 26th 
Street, Fort Madison.

Learn more about
your local YMCA at

www.fortmadisony.org

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $2499

Up to 150 words & 1 photo
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

Place your ad
online 24/7
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http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
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