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For 50 years, all they want to do is...

Dance... Dance... Dance

Left to right: Shari Bartlett, Barb Wardlow and Martha 
Butler show off their kicks in a 1970s photo. Shari and 
Martha are celebrating their 50th year of recitals with the 
annual event at the Grand Theatre in Keokuk on Friday 
and Saturday at 7 p.m. 

Courtesy photo

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK – For more than 
50 years they’ve been dancing, 
coaching, choreographing, 
and inspiring young girls and 
women to step out of their shells 
and onto the stage, literally and 
figuratively.

Martha Butler and Shari 
Bartlett have been running Top 
Hatter Dance Studio in one 
form or another for the past 52 
years and this weekend the duo 
will be celebrating 50 years of 
annual recitals with two shows 
at the Grand Theatre at 26 N. 
6th Street in Keokuk.

The shows are at 7 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday nights.

The two started in 1969 as 
young girls who loved to dance 
and caught the attention of 
neighbors, friends and even 
shoppers on given days.

Shari said she’s always loved 
to dance and her mother saw 
that love and provided her with 
lessons, but Shari who longed 
for the fame.

“My passion was to get in the 
limelight and that was from a 
very early age,” Bartlett said. 
“My mom used to put me on 
the grocery counter and I would 
dance and people would give 

me quarters. That was my candy 
money back then.”

Shari said she would always be 
dancing at home and at the age 
of 4 her mom got her started in 
lessons. She had two brothers 
and was kind of a tom boy. She 
said Fort Madison had a big 
long sidewalk that called to her.

“It was just waiting for me to 
do cartwheels all the way down. 
I wouldn’t dare to do that now, 
there’s no way I’m pulling that 
off.”

Bartlett started dancing as a 
girl with business partner Butler 

and two other girls, Janie Wool-
ridge and Butler’s sister Barb 
Wardlow.

The four traveled all over the 
region to talent shows in Illinois, 
Iowa and Missouri.

 “It was always the four of 
us and we kept doing that and 
proceeding and then decided 
we wanted to do more with it 
and share our knowledge. We 
all loved working with the kids,” 
Bartlett said.

The four started teaching 
classes for the neighborhood 

City Band to play in Central Park this Sunday
Submitted article

This Sunday, June 9th, the Ft. Madison City Band 
will be in concert at 7:30 pm in Central Park (in case 
of weather the concert will be held in the Methodist 
Church at 9th and E).  This week you will want to bring 
a picnic or a lawn chair and enjoy the one hour concert 
that will take you through many genres of music from 
1895 to the modern era.  

The band would like to thank Connection Bank & In-
surance, Potowonok Circle of Kings Daughters, Chalk 
Ridge Vineyard, Gene and Sherri Enke for sponsoring 
this week’s concert which will be featuring: King Cot-
ton by John Philip Sousa, Highlights from Hello Dolly! 
arranged by John Cacavas, Tea for Two by Vincent You-
mans, You’ll Never Walk Alone arranged by Richard 
Saucedo, Rainy Days and Mondays arranged by Bill 

Holcombe, Light Cavalry arranged by Henry Fillmore, 
Lemon Merengue by Hugh Stuart, Grease! arranged by 
John Moss, Manifest Destiny March by Peter Berger 
and Exaltation by James Swearingen. 

Each concert is supported by community sponsors; 
if you would like to be contributor to a long standing 
tradition in Ft. Madison please contact the city office 
for more information.  

See TOP HATTERS, page 9
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Farmington’s 37th Annual Strawberry Festival! 

Thanks to the Farmington Arts Council,
FREE strawberries and ice cream will be served 

Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m!

Come enjoy free strawberries and
ice cream in downtown Farmington!

Visit our website at: http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org/
Or call us at (941) 323-6183

June 7th, 8th, & 9th!
(evening only)

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 07 June

Cloudy
High– 79.8º F | Low – 63.4º F

SAT 08 June

Clear
High– 79.1º F | Low – 67.0º F

SUN 09 June

Rain
High– 79.5º F | Low – 61.9º F

MON 10 June

Cloudy
High– 71.9º F | Low – 58.4º F

TUE 11 June

Partly cloudy
High– 75.7º F | Low – 60.6º F

OpenWeatherMap

Green Acres Bar & Grill
New on Fridays – get the biggest bang for your buck!

 *Homemade Tacos - $4.50 * Chips & Salsa * $3.00 Margaritas

Click here to visit our website at: https://greenacresclub.com/

OBITUARIES

KASIE J.NAFZIGER
Kasie J. Nafziger, 28, of Burlington passed away on 

Monday, June 3, 2019 at 4:14 PM at her home.
She was born on February 23, 1991 in Burlington to 

Kirk and Kathy Davey Nafziger.  Kasie 
was a 2009 graduate of Ft. Madison 
High School.  She was currently work-
ing at IAAP. She enjoyed playing frisbee 
golf, going to concerts and playing with 
her dog.

Survivors include her Mom, Kathy 
Osborn of Wever; her Dad, Kirk 

Nafziger of Denmark; three sisters, Kori Nafziger of 
Wever, Kodee Nafziger of West Point and Kirklynn 
Nafziger of Wever; maternal grandparents, Carole 
and Tom Davey of Wever; aunts, uncles and cousins.  
She was preceded in death by her Paternal Grand-
mother, Barb Kirchgassner.

The funeral service will be held on Sunday, June 9, 
2019 at 2 PM at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory with Pastor Jon Heyland officiating.  The family 
will meet with friends from Noon until the time of 
the service at 2 PM.  Burial will be held in Fairview 
Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established 
in her memory and online condolences may be left at 
www.kinglynk.com.

NAFZIGER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

DES MOINES - Today, Gov. Reynolds announced 
over $16 million in new funding for her signature 
workforce policy initiative, the Future Ready Iowa Act. 
With H.F. 758, H.F. 546, and S.F. 608 all signed into law, 
more new high school graduates and adult learners will 
have access to great career opportunities and a better 
life. This includes the new Last-Dollar Scholarship that 
will help pay tuition for up to two-year postsecondary 
degrees leading to high-demand jobs.

 “Future Ready Iowa is a powerful tool for grow-
ing family incomes, meeting employers’ needs, and 
strengthening our communities,” said Gov. Reynolds. 
“The Future Ready Iowa Act will ensure Iowans have 
the skills they need to succeed in a world driven by 
technological disruption - both now and in the future.”

 “With historically low unemployment, investing in 
job training, apprenticeships, and cutting-edge careers 
is the next step for improving the lives of Iowans,” said 
Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce Devel-
opment. “This initiative connects Iowans to the skills 
and education they need to pursue opportunities in 
good-paying, high-demand jobs.”

 “Iowa’s education system is working hard to prepare 
students to succeed in high-demand careers,” said Iowa 
Department of Education Director Ryan Wise. “One 
important approach is expanding work-based learning 
opportunities for students to engage in real-world, pro-
fessional experiences that help them understand how 
the classroom and workplace connect.”

 “Future Ready Iowa programs will create new edu-
cational opportunities,” said Karen Misjak, Executive 
Director of Iowa College Aid. “That’s good news on all 
fronts, because research shows us that  higher educa-
tion levels will benefit individual Iowans, their families, 

their communities, and the state as a whole.” 
 “Iowa has been recognized as both a great place to 

do business and to find good jobs,” said Debi Durham, 
Director of the Economic Development Authority and 
the Iowa Finance Authority. “We accomplish these 
high rankings not only by supporting student efforts 
to become qualified for higher paying jobs, but also 
by helping businesses find or train the workforce they 
need to be successful and grow here in the state.”

 Much of the $16 million in new funding for FY 20 
will go into the following three programs: 

 The $13 million Last-Dollar Scholarship program 
will help more Iowans achieve education or training 
beyond high school leading to high-demand jobs by 
helping pay tuition for designated programs of study 
up to two-year degrees. This will create opportunities 
for good-paying careers that meet employers’ needs 
for more skilled workers while growing  our economy. 
Both new high school graduates and adults already in 
the workforce or unemployed, and who want to im-
prove their skills, can participate. 

 The $1 million Future Ready Iowa Grant program 
provides stipends to Iowans who left college after earn-
ing at least half the credits toward a four-year degree 
in a high-demand field, and who return to complete 
a degree. Iowa is experiencing employee shortages in 
occupations where a four-year degree is required. This 
program will provide a minimum of $1,000 for tuition 
support. 

 The $1.2 million Future Ready Iowa Employer Inno-
vation Fund is a grant opportunity for employers and 
other partners to collaborate and carry out innovative, 
creative initiatives to address local workforce issues. 
A state matching grant is available to qualifying appli-
cants. 

State puts another $16M into 
Future Ready Iowa programs

https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org
https://greenacresclub.com
http://www.kinglynk.com.


Pen City Current - Friday, June 7, 2019 - 3

Scene Around Town/Area News

 6/5
2 9 29 38 46
Star Ball: 10

All Star Bonus: 2

 6/5 MID-DAY
6 1 5  

6/5 EVENING
7 0 6

6/5 MID-DAY
4 9 0 1

6/5 EVENING
6 7 9 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

 6/5
17 23 28 34 38 

Powerball: 8
Power Play: 3

Nine-year old Ledgend Seidel decides there’s enough water at the cor-
ner of Avenue E and 21st Street to try his luck with a little fishing. This 
photo submitted by his father Travis was taken during Thursday’s af-
ternoon storm.

Photo courtesy of Travis SeidelTrying to land a car-p

BURLINGTON – Westland Mall in West Burlington will be the site of a two-day 
outdoor concert event, June 21 and 22, originally planned for the Burlington River-
front. The concert site was moved due to flooding at the original venue. 

“We are very grateful to a variety of community partners including Westland Mall, 
the City of West Burlington, West Burlington Police Department, our event spon-
sors and Burlington Riverfront Entertainment Board of Directors for helping make 
this move on short notice. Because of them, the show can go on,” said Mike O Neil, 
Executive Director of Burlington Riverfront Entertainment. 

The concerts will be held in the Westland Mall parking lot on the Northwest side 
near the space formerly occupied by Younkers. Burlington Riverfront Entertainment 
is organizing the concerts in collaboration with Peoria-based Inked Entertainment. 
Headliners for the two-day event are country artist Granger Smith featuring Earl 
Dibbles Jr. and Southern rock act 38 Special.

Friday’s concerts will feature all country music with Mitchell Tenpenny and Hardy 
joining headliner Smith in the lineup.

“We express our most sincere condolences to Granger Smith and his family for the 
recent tragedy resulting in the death of his son,” O Neil remarked. “We are in contact 
with the Granger Smith management team and at this point there are no changes to 
this concert.”

 Smith is best known for his number one smash hit “Backroad Song” which he fol-
lowed with top five single “If the Boot Fits.” His current full length album When the 
Good Guys Win has spawned the top fifteen hit “Happens Like That” and current 
fast-rising single “You’re In It.” Tenpenny will perform crowd-pleasing party songs 
like “Drunk Me” and “Alcohol You Later”. Hardy, a relative newcomer to the nation-
ally touring country music scene is making waves with his debut single “Rednecker.” 
Local artists David Kroll & Heartland and Stumptown will play on the South Stage 
June 21.  

June 22nd’s event will have a variety of music types. 38 Special has several Gold 
and Platinum albums to their credit, concert goers will recognize many songs from 
the featured band including “Hold On Loosely,” “Rockin’ Into the Night,” “Caught 
Up in You,” “Fantasy Girl,” “If I’d Been the One,” “Back Where You Belong,” “Chain 
Lightnin’,” “Second Chance.” Also Saturday evening will be rising country stars Tuck-
er Beathard and Craig Gerdes. Regional rock acts Ghost of Judas and Evolver will 
perform on the South Stage.

Tickets for either night are $30. A weekend pass is available for $50. VIP tickets 
are also offered at $10 more per ticket. Tickets can be purchased at Ticketmaster.
com. Burlington Riverfront Entertainment Box Office is also being relocated due to 
flooding. Beginning June 11, tickets may be purchased at Drake Hardware and Soft-
ware, 211 N. 5th Street in Burlington, Tuesday- Friday 10:30 am - 4:30 p.m

For more information, follow Burlington Memorial Auditorium on Facebook or 
visit www.burlingtonriverfront.com.

Granger Smith, 38-Special 
shows moved to Westland Mall

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://Ticketmaster.com
http://Ticketmaster.com
http://www.burlingtonriverfront.com
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Sports/Fishing Report

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

Featheringill’s walk-
off lifts Lady Hounds

BY PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON- Fort Madison’s 
softball team came into Wednesday’s 
home contest against Wapello having 
lost four of its previous five games and 
looking for a hero.

They found that person in the bottom 
of the seventh, when Maycee Featherin-
gill laced a single to left center scoring 
two with one gone in the bottom of the 
seventh to complete a 4-3 come-from-
behind win.

The Bloodhounds were coming off a 
1-1 double header split against Burl-
ington High School, but lost the second 
game 12-0. Wednesday’s win moves the 
Lady Hounds to 3-6 on the season.

Wapello scored the first three runs 
of the game over the course of three 
innings. The Hounds weren’t doping 
bad from the plate, collecting five hits 
trough three innings, they just couldn’t 
bring the runners in. That is until the 
bottom of the seventh inning when 
Wapello had Fort Madison against the 
ropes.

An Ivy Geerdes double and an RBI 
single from Vanessa Golowach scored 

the Bloodhounds’ first run of the game 
in the bottom of the fourth inning, 
trimming the lead down to 3-1. Dennis 
held Wapello scoreless the final four 
innings, giving her team a chance in the 
home-half of the seventh.

In the all or nothing seventh, Olivia 
Williams starting things off with a sin-
gle. Cashman followed with a single of 
her own before Logan Johnson walked 
to load the bases. Cassie Powers then 
lifted a flyball to deep left center scoring 
Williams from a tag-up at third to bring 
the Hounds within one. Featheringill 
then drilled a 1-1 offering into the grass 
for the walk off single to give Fort Mad-
ison win over.

Featheringill paced Fort Madison at 
the plate with two RBIs on a 1 for 4 day. 
Cashman had the best average on the 
day, going 3 for 4 at the dish. Dennis 
picked up the win, tossing 102 pitches 
over the course of seven innings. Den-
nis allowed nine hits and gave up jus 
one earned run while striking out three.

Fort Madison softball’s next contest is 
scheduled for June 10 against Southeast 
conference foe Keokuk on the Chief ’s 
home field.

Fishing slow as waters 
find way back into banks

Big Hollow Lake
Water level has returned to close to 

normal, but the water remains fairly 
muddy. Largemouth Bass – Fair: An-
glers are picking up a few bass in 5 to 6 
feet of water around the flooded timber. 
Bluegill – Good: Anglers had been pick-
ing up pretty good numbers of bluegills 
before last week’s heavy rains; a few nice 
dry days of weather should bring that 
fishing back. Black Crappie – Fair: Look 
for the crappies out in the trees and 
brush piles in 6 to 7 feet of water.

Iowa River (Columbus Junction to 
Mississippi River)

The water level on the Iowa River is 
falling, but remains above minor flood 
stage and will be a few more days.

Lake Belva Deer
The water level is close to normal 

again and is clearing up. Some decent 
weather this weekend would help clear 
it up. Black Crappie – Fair: Find crap-
pies in 10-12 feet of water; you have 
to work for them. Largemouth Bass – 
Fair: A decent percentage of bass have 
spawned and moved off the beds.

Lake Darling 
The boat docks are back to being 

above water and the lake has returned 
to a more normal level. The water 
remains fairly muddy. Largemouth 
Bass – Fair: Find bass in the post-spawn 
hideout around the thicker cover in 3-5 
feet of water. Bluegill – Fair: The muddy 

water is slowing down the bite, but 
bluegills are on the beds as well as some 
having already finished.

Lost Grove Lake
The lake level is falling, but it will still 

be a while before it gets back to normal. 
Water remains cloudy. Largemouth 
Bass – Fair: Anglers continue to catch 
bass; work them out along the edges of 
the weed beds and around the trees and 
brush piles in 4-6 feet of water. Black 
Crappie – Slow: Look for crappies out 
around the deeper habitat. Bluegill 
– Fair: Some bluegills are spawning, 
despite the cooler water temperatures.

Skunk River (Rose Hill to Coppock)
The Skunk River is finally back within 

its banks, but only by a foot or so. Ca-
noeing or kayaking is not recommend-
ed.

For more information on the above 
lake, call the Lake Darling Fisheries 
Office at 319-694-2430.

Coralville Reservoir 
The lake level as of June 6 is 704 feet 

(normal summer pool is 683 feet) and is 
predicted to start slowly falling. Mehaf-
fey Bridge is the only ramp open.

Diamond Lake 
Channel Catfish – Good: Stink bait 

works best. Black Crappie – Fair: Try 
deeper brush or drift the basin for 
suspended fish with jigs. Bluegill – 
Fair: Try worms or small jigs in deeper 
brush.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.grrwa.com
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does.

PRADO’S TRADING POST
EST. 2018

Live Bait • Fur Hats • Tackle
Wed.-Fri., 7am-12noon

Sat. 8am-4pm
or call for an appointment
(319) 371-9001 or 

(319) 470-5153

1222 33rd St., Fort Madison, IA 52627 • pradostradingpost@yahoo.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Bloodhounds go wild on Mepo pitching in 13-3 win

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

MEDIAPOLIS- Since 
the 2014-2015 season 
when Fort Madison and 
Mediapolis starting play-
ing on a seasonal basis, 
the Bulldogs have got the 
best of the Bloodhounds, 
winning all six contest.

That half decade 
winless drought came 
to an end Wednesday at 
Mediapolis, as Fort Mad-
ison posted two five-run 
innings to win 13-3.

“It shows the kids 
played hard,” Fort Mad-
ison Head Coach Ron 
Walker said. “We talked 
about staying (even keel). 
If you win 13-3 or you 
lose 10-2 and 8-3 and get 
swept, we can’t allow our-
selves to get too low or 
high. I think today we did 
a great job of not getting 
too low after Monday’s 
losses and coming back 
tonight and competing 
hard.”

Jace Burgher drew 
the start for Fort Madi-
son Wednesday, despite 
having just a total of 
three innings pitched 
coming into the contest. 
Berger delivered going 

five strong and allowing 
just seven hits for three 
earned runs.

While Burger had 
things rolling from the 
mound, Mediapolis 
starter Drayven Fenton 
struggled.

Fenton started by 
issuing two straight walks 
before plunking Jordyn 
Gerdes to load the bases 
for Dayne Cordray.

Cordray answered with 
a sacrifice fly to center-
field for the first run of 
the game before Medi-
aplois put an end to the 
threat with a double play.

A single and a double 
tied the game at one in 
the bottom of the first 
before Fort Madison got 
to Fenton again.

The top of the second 
started with a walk, this 
time to Reed Fehseke. 
Fehseke advanced all the 
way to third on past balls 
during Tate Johnson’s 
at bat, before finishing 
the round trip by steal-
ing home during Kane 
Williams at bat for the 
2-1 lead.

Williams walked and 
moved all the way to 
third base on wild pitches 
himself before Burgher 

also drew a walk.
Williams came in to 

score on another wild 
pitch during Landes 
Williams’ at bat, which 
resulted in a base on 
balls, putting runners on 
the corners with Burgher 
now at third.

Burgher came around 
to score on a wild pitch 
before Mediapolis pulled 
Fenton in favor of reliever 
Max Drebenstedt.

Things continued to 
spiral for Mediapolis, as 
Thurman hit a grounder 
that was misplayed by 
the Bulldog shortstop. 
Gerdes then singled to 
center to score Landes 
Williams for the 5-1 lead 
and moved Thurman 
to third base. Dayne 
Cordray was plunked to 
load the bases for Fort 
Madison. A pop out was 
followed by a Fehseke 
walk, as Thurman came 
in to score and increase 
the Hounds’ lead to 6-1.

Mediapolis responded 
to the five-run inning 
with two runs in the bot-
tom half of the second, 
but still trailed the Blood-
hounds 6-3.

The pitching woes 
continued for Mediapolis 
in the top of the third 
inning, as Fort Madison 
started off with a hit by 
pitch. A sacrifice bunt 

was followed by an RBI 
single from Landes Wil-
liams, increasing the lead 
to 7-3, before another 
wild pitch allowed Wil-
liams to eventually come 
around and score for an 
8-3 lead.

Both teams went score-
less the rest of the way 
until Fort Madison batted 
around in the top of the 
seventh inning. A single 
and two walks loaded 
the bases for the Hounds 
before Cordray was hit 
again to bring home 
Landes Williams. Vasin 
Thurman then singled to 

plate Jason Thurman.
Fehseke kept his strong 

day rolling, with a double 
to score Gerdes and Cor-
dray for a 12-3 lead. Tate 
Johnson followed with 
a single to score Vasin 
Thurman for the 13-3 
lead, before the Bulldogs 
get get a double play to 
end the inning.

Landes Williams held 
the Bulldogs to a three-
up, three-down bottom 
of the seventh to shut the 
door and give Fort Madi-
son the 13-3 win.

“I thought it was huge 
the guys stayed involved 

and kept making plays to-
night,” Walker said. “The 
pitchers kept pounding 
the zone once we got a 
lead. The lineup kept roll-
ing in the seventh and we 
put together some good 
at bats.”

Fehseke led the Blood-
hounds with three RBIs. 
Gerdes and Landes Wil-
liams each had two RBIs. 
Burgher picked up the 
win, tossing 76 pitches 
over five innings.

Fort Madison’s next 
game is on the road on 
Monday against Keokuk 
for a double header.

Fort Madison infielder Jordyn Gerdes takes some practice balls before 
Wednesday’s game in Mediapolis. The Hounds shook off Monday’s 
double header loss to Fairfield to move to 4-4 on the year with a 13-3 
win.

Photo by Ethan Lillard/PCC

Bulldogs struggle from the 
mound as Hounds roll to a 
10-run win on the road

http://www.drmarkdds.com
https://www.facebook.com/Prados-Trading-Post-299274767552610/
https://www.leecountyspeedway.com/
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
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   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation
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The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)
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1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFT WRAP

LEND A HAND
623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Hamilton

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

NEED NURSING CARE AT HOME?
Nurse with 20 years experience can care 

for you or for your loved one at home.

Local Services in:
Iowa • Illinois • Missouri

CALL STEPHANIE RUNGE
Iowa Licensed Practical Nurse

217-357-5057

319-372-6959

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/GriffinMufflerAndBrakeCenter/Griffins June B.C. PCC.pdf
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com


NOW 
HIRING!

Extended Season!

Immediate Production
Openings at Scotts!
Overtime Available!
Day and Night Shifts

Available!
$100 Sign On Bonus!

Call us today
319-246-1294

Team Staffing Solutions
4502 Avenue O

(Lodi Shopping Center)
Fort Madison, IA
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

HELP WANTED

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Liquids

Manufacturing Plant
Operations Manager – R1264
-Job: Oversee the production and assembly operations 
for six production lines and three manual assembly lines. 
Directly lead a team of 4 salaried and indirectly lead 
200-250 hourly full-time and seasonal associates across a 
three-shift operation.
- Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree focused in Engineer-
ing (highly preferred), Supply Chain, Manufacturing or 
other related field.  Minimum 5 years of manufacturing/
production leadership experience in a plant environment 
(preferably in a packaging operation).  Ability to grow into 
future manufacturing positions and the ability to relocate 
to other Scotts Miracle-Gro locations. 

Env Health & Safety Manager – R0346
-Job: Develop, implement, and manage environmental, 
health, safety  and security programs at the facility.  
Responsible for federal and state regulatory aspects of 
safety and environmental programs, including compliance 
with OSHA, EPA and DNR. 
-Qualifications: Bachelor of Science in EHS, Chemical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering or related field.  5-8  
years of experience in the Environmental, Health and 
Safety field or related discipline.  Knowledge of OSHA, 
EPA, RCRA, FIFRA, air and DOT regulations.

Mobile Nursing Services
Immediate Opening
Office Assistant

Duties include but not limited to 
Scheduling & Data Entry

Monday-Friday 8-4:30

Competitive Wages
PTO

Free Life Insurance
Apply at:

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison
Or Email:

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

Parking Lot 
Job Fair!

Thursday, June 13th
11:00am to 2:00pm

• Register for our giveaway
• Plant tours

• Light snacks provided
• On-the-spot interviews

This event is taking place
at the following location

1910 48th Street
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.246.1294

Please come to the Team 
Staffing tent located in the 

Scotts MiracleGro parking lot

Over 30 positions available 
at Scotts MiracleGro

Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant
brian@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.9151 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

FULL-TIME DENTAL
ASSISTANT

Mark C. Pothitakis Fami-
ly Dentistry currently has a 
position available for a Full-
Time Dental Assistant. Com-
plete an application or mail 
your resume to 1223 S. Gear 
Avenue, Eastman Plaza, 
Suite 302, West Burlington, 
IA 52655. EOE.

BUSINESS 
MANAGER 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

Holy Trinity Catholic is seek-
ing applicants for a Business 
Manager position; Account-
ing or Business degree is 
required.

Applicant will be responsible 
for budgeting duties, payroll, 
accounts payable/ receiv-
able, tuition assistance, and 
employee benefit administra-
tion. 
 
Interested applicants, please 
send a cover letter and re-
sume to: Judi Dinwiddie at 
judi.dinwiddie@holytrinity-
schools.org.

Advertise
your service

business

1 Month 
Only
$5000

2x2 Business Card Size
ad with Social Media

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call Brian
(319)470.9151

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Office%20Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front

Flash Plant Sale
June 4th – June 8th

Come & walk through the display beds

All annuals,
select perennials,
hanging baskets,

& a large selection
of ornamental grasses

are all on sale!

Sa
le 

Be
ds

are
 fu

ll!

Hillcrest hostas & more
Perennial Plant Nursery

319-835-3017 . www.hillcresthostas.com
2292 Hillcrest Rd., Donnellson (5 mis. west of Ft. Madison)

Tuesdays-Saturdays, 9am-6pm; Closed Sundays & Mondays

FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER
FISH FRY (CATFISH FILLETS)

SAT., JUNE 8 • 5-7:30PM
Potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, dinner roll

Coffee, tea, & lemonade
(or bring your preferred beverage)

Ivor Fowler Community Center
740 Main Street, Montrose

Free Will Donation

Fireworks Shoot Date: Fri., July 5
Carryout available

& Delivery in Montrose
319-470-5537

Carryout available
& Delivery in Montrose

319-470-5537

Click this ad to register online!

BURLINGTON YOUTH 
TRIATHLON

Sunday, June 23, 2019
9am Race Start • Dankwardt Park Pool

Online registration at www.getmeregistered.com
More race info. at www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon

Distances based on age group
Age 7-8

Swim 50 yd.
Bike 1.7 mi.
Run 1/4 mi.

Age 9-11
Swim 100 yd.
Bike 3.3 mi.
Run 1/2 mi.

Age 12-14
Swim 200 yd.
Bike 4.9 mi.
Run 1 mi.

Register as an individual or a team!

girls, but Janie would only stay with the group for a 
while.

Shari and Martha both got full-time jobs and started 
to navigate life as adults with jobs and families, but they 
both also wanted to see where the dance business would 
take them. Barb would end up teaching classes across 
the river.

After a couple years of teaching at homes and in 
basements, the two were spotted by a family that wanted 
them to teach in Farmington as well as Fort Madison, 
and even offered up some studio space. A move the girls 
jumped at.

After about three years in Farmington, Martha said 
they started looking for a place back in Fort Madison 
with a studio and they wound up taking some space 
from Kenny Lampe, of Lampe Drug. At the time the 
drug store was in the Old Lee County Bank building, 
and Lampe offered them the third floor studio and a few 
other rooms on the floor.

Then in 2008, the two purchased the current location 
of Top Hatters on the southwest corner of 6th Street and 
Avenue G in downtown Fort Madison.

From there everything has blossomed to include, 
among other things, assistant instructors and choreogra-
phers, including Fort Madison choreography staple Ann 
Chapman.

Chapman has been with Top Hatters for more than 30 
years as an instructor and said the girls are humble, but 
their story is almost unbelievable.

“Shari and Martha are both so humble and modest 
they don’t make a big deal of things,” Chapman said.

“That’s just who they are as people. They never toot 
their own horn. We’ve gotta do those big things, but this 
is such a huge accomplishment.”

Chapman started with Top Hatter as an instructor 
when she was still in high school and is back teaching 
again.

“I took a six year hiatus and then came back,” she said. 
“That’s the crazy thing…the loyalty the teachers have for 
them. Most of the teachers studied, taught and stayed 
with them. And that’s what’s really cool about it.”

Butler said she never imagined she’d still be teaching 
50 years later

 “Absoluetly not. In my mind I was thinking, ‘Yeah it 
was like next season will be it, and then…ok, next sea-
son.’ It wasn’t until this last couple weeks I was thinking, 
‘ Wow how did we get this far’,” Butler said.

    “I realized our enjoyment was still there and we 
grew enough to sustain us, financially. I was married 
with two kids and working two jobs and I thought I 
could drop the full-time job and do this simply because 
of the hours we were putting in building it. But you just 
had to be careful in those days so you could make it and 
have a family, eat and sleep, and carry on mentally.”

Butler said its watching the progression of the students 
that keeps fueling her passion. She said she even keeps 
tabs on former students who are continuing to use what 
they were taught.

“It’s the kids… the kids,” she said. “Watching them 
grow. Watching that little girl hanging onto her mom’s 
pants when she first comes in and then working through 
that fear and shyness and getting on stage. That’s what 
makes this all worth it.”

 “We keep telling them they are going to get it, to keep 
after it and take that out into the world. That’s my emo-
tional want for all of them.”

Butler said students have gone on to professional lives 
in dance, theater, entertainment and some are doing 
choreography professionally.

 “The deep root for me is that most them will be able 
to carry on as adults in the real world… this competitive 
world…and be humble at the same time, while getting 
what they’ve worked hard for in life.”

Butler won’t count the students she has now or has 
had in the past.

“Oh my gosh, I don’t know if I could count how many 
we’ve taught, but I don’t think that I’d want to. You start 
counting and something happens,” she said.

Her best advice for people who are trying to follow a 
path of entrepreneurship is to get after it and stay after it.

“You need to have enthusiasm for your business and 
believe in yourself. Work hard. It’s not easy to be your 
own boss. You might think it is, but you have to get up 
every day and have a plan and do it…and keep at it.”

Passion comes from students’ successes
TOP HATTERS - Continued from Page 1 “It’s the kids... the kids...Watching 

that little girl hanging onto her mom’s 
pants when she first comes in and 
then working through that fear and 

shyness and getting on stage. That’s 
what makes it all worth it.”

 -Martha Butler
Top Hatters co-owner/instructor

http://www.hillcresthostas.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MontroseIA/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon
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