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BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Area officials and dignitaries 
toured the newly opened Boulders Inn & Suites expan-
sion project on Wednesday night.

With one of the Boulders founders, Tim Stuart, on 
hand, the visitors toured the rich brown and cream 
decorated rooms and were also treated to some cock-
tails and hors d’oeuvres in the hotel’s new reception and 
meeting area.

Stuart said the hotel has been very busy since the 
expansion opened in July and the first couple years at 
the hotel were busy enough to warrant the expansion, 
although the addition was planned from the beginning.

“We talked about potential expansion when we built 
the original 40-room property, so we built on the site 
to allow us to expand,” Stuart said. “When the business 
was as good as it was the first couple years, it justified 
us looking more seriously at the expansion project. It 
took some twists and turns, the meeting room was add-

ed, and we’ve been busy since we opened this area.”
Stuart thanked the city for their partnership in en-

abling the project to move forward.
“We couldn’t be happier with the relationship we’ve 

had with the city,” Stuart said. “From Mayor Brad Ran-
dolph and City Administrator (David) Varley on down 
to the staff. They’ve just been great to work with.”

Randolph was on hand to help cut the ribbon on the 
new expansion and walked through looking at the new 
rooms 

“We’ve been talking about Fort Madison needing 
hotel rooms for a long time There was always that 
concern that if you built it we wouldn’t have the traffic 
or volume so people were afraid to take a chance on 
building here,” Randolph said. “The city couldn’t be 
more pleased that Boulders took a chance on Fort 
Madison and created a big investment opportunity and 
sunk some money into the local economy. With a little 
encouragement they realized they could double the 
property and see that success again and we couldn’t be 
more pleased with that.”

Randolph said the expansion helps the city specific 
to the hotel and motel tax which has so many benefits 
and helps capture the people that want to come to Fort 

Boulders cuts ribbon 
on 40-room expansion

New wing opened in July and 
officials say bookings are strong

Boulders Inn & Suites General Manager Kathy Fish, welcomes attendees to the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the new hotel.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The past eight days has been a bag of cats for me, 
but new perspectives come from the loss of a loved 
one.

My father died fairly suddenly last week after fight-
ing Parkinson’s Disease for the past eight years. We 
could see the toll the neurological disease was taking 
on him and we saw some pretty heavy suffering on his 
part, and on the part of my mother. She became a 24/7 
caregiver almost the moment she retired from teaching 
after 30+ years in the Danville system.

I watched as his mobility decreased and his emotion-
al and functional capacities became subservient to the 
damage being done in his brain. He had a stimulator 
put in about four years ago that functioned as a cali-
brator of tremors in his  brain. Regularly, the doctors 
would adjust the stimulation to his brain through the 
probes surgically implanted under his skull, to control 
shakes and weaknesses.

He also fought off thyroid cancer and, at a mini-
mum, two heart attacks and bypass surgery. At the end, 
he had just had enough. He was a bull of a man. With 
Popeye forearms built by year-after-year of torquing 
wrenches, be it on engines or working on boilers and 
turbines with Trane, Coppus Murray, Dresser-Rand, 
before being purchased by Siemens.

He traveled the world servicing products sold by his 
company. He loved the travel. He brought my mom 
turquoise and jewels when he traveled to Costa Rica, 
one of his most favorite places on the earth. The trips 
to Haiti...not so much.

But that was his professional side. He was a different 
man in real life, a bit self-consumed but a very, very 
brave man.

My biological dad died when I was six from Type 1 
Diabetes, but he was separated from my mother even 
before that so I have no working memory of him. This 
Randy fella stepped in as a father figure shortly after 
that. He was married at the time to another woman but 
invited us into his family as friends. We spent summers 
at his home on North Hill in Burlington. We lived in 

Loss brings past 
into clearer picture

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 

www.drmarkdds.com

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Joan S. Christy, 86, of Fort Madison, 
IA, passed away at 1:11 p.m. on Tues-
day, October 10, 2017 at Great River 
Medical Center in West Burlington, IA.  
She was born on May 12, 1931 in Fort 

Madison, IA to Sherman 
& Sareta Billman Stevens.  
She married Albert R. 
Christy on May 24, 1953 
in Fort Madison, IA.  He 
preceded her in death 
on September 21, 1984.  
She was a homemaker 

and after her children were grown, she 
worked at the King’s Daughters Home in 
Fort Madison. 

 She was a member of St. John United 
Church of Christ and enjoyed the Girl’s 
Day Out and Loose Ends groups of the 
church.  She enjoyed spending time with 
her family and going out to eat with her 
church friends.

 Joan is survived by: 1-daughter: Lisa 
(Don) Harkey of Fort Madison, IA; 

1-son: Steve Christy of Fort Madison, 
IA; 2-grandchildren: Cole & Chase 
Harkey of Fort Madison, IA; 1-great 
granddaughter: Braelynn Harkey of 
Fort Madison, IA; 1-sister in law: Judy 
Stevens of Burlington, IA; 1-brother in 
law: Kenneth Martin of Houston, TX; 
3-nephews & several cousins.  She was 
preceded in death by: her parents, hus-
band, 1-son: David in 1985 & 1-brother: 
Rodney in 2002.

The family will receive friends from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Friday, October 13, 
2017 with the funeral service to imme-
diately follow at 10:30 a.m. at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. 
Jim Luder officiating.  Burial will be 
held in Oakland Cemetery.  A memorial 
has been established for St. John United 
Church of Christ or the Ronald McDon-
ald House.  Online condolences to Joan’s 
family may be left at the King-Lynk Fu-
neral Home & Crematory website: www.
kinglynk.com. 

OBITUARIES

JOAN S. CHRISTY

CHRISTY

Madison.
The city incentivized 

the expansion at $500,000, 
$250,000 of which is 
property tax rebates over 
the next six years. The 
city also gave $400,000 in 
incentives on the initial 
property.

Kathy Fish, general 
manager of the prop-
erty, has been with the 
property since it opened 
three years ago, and has 
been the general manager 
since April 1, when Julie 
Hellman was promoted to 
regional manager.

“It’s been an exciting 
journey so far getting to 
tonight and we appreciate 
everyone’s support. I have 
a great group of people 
who work with me and 

for me and without them 
we wouldn’t be here,” she 
said.

The 20,000-square foot 
facility added 40 rooms 
including an exercise 
room and a new break-
fast serving area. It also 
has a large reception 
area that can be used for 
larger events like wedding 
receptions. The room has 
two built-in separator 
walls that can convert the 

space into two meeting 
rooms.

The rooms are also fully 
computer integrated for 
presentations.

“It’s technically savvy, 
probably much more than 
I am,” Stuart said.

Outside on the east 
patio, is an inviting gas 
fireplace with comfort 
seating as well as patio 
furnishings and a gas grill 
for entertaining outside.

Boulders expansion features 
meeting room space

HOTEL - Continued from Page 1
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Ft. Madison • Mt. Pleasant • Burlington • Grimes

The Husqvarna 545 and 555 are the best firewood saws 
available at the lowest price we have ever had. 
Stop by your local Kempker’s True Value today! 

Not valid with any other discounts or sales.

Save on Husqvarna Chainsaws at Kempkers!

Save up to $75 
on Husqvarna Chainsaws

 with mail-in rebates.
Sale Ends 11/15/2017

Now is the time to buy!

Kempker’s True Value 
Rewards Program! 

Join online for FREE!

Start 
SAVING

even more!

Click to watch the video to find out how we’re
helping our students exceed their educational potential.

807 Avenue G, Fort Madison | 319-250-0952
Visit us online at www.tkef.org

Freesmeier hits 25 years as head coach
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - On 
the side of any picture 
of the Holy Trinity Girls 
volleyball team for the past 
25 years has been Melissa 
Freesmeier. And a lot of 
the pictures are from the 
state volleyball tourna-
ment.

Freesmeier is in her 25th 
year with the volleyball 
program and has multiple 
state tournament appear-
ances, two state titles, 
and a Gatorade state and 
National Player of the Year 
to her credit. But she say’s 
it’s the circle of friends and 
family that will be her leg-
acy if and when she steps 
off the court.

“You know - my greatest 
legacy is getting the best 
out of these kids year in 
and year out and I’m not 
just talking on the volley-
ball court, but as people, 
too,” Freesmeier said 
Wednesday afternoon.

“As much as I teach 
them, they teach me every 
year. How to give to people 
outside of volleyball. This 
is a community. It started 
in the late 80s and these 
people come back and 
want to know how things 
are going. I met with some 
former players over the 
weekend in Iowa City and 
these parents and kids care 
about this program. I’m 
just fortunate to be a part 
of this special thing.”

She’s clearly had some 
success on the court, as 
well, starting with a 1996 
state championship with 
Marquette that she says is 
one of her greatest memo-
ries. Freesmeier said other 
teams were predicting that 
team to finish fourth but 
the girls kept their cool 
throughout the tourney.

“We weren’t picked to 
win. We had battles all 
year with good teams in 
the area and we went up 
there and the expectation 
with everyone was ‘who 
are these guys’,” she said.

“That team put us on 
the map. My setter, Molly 
Holtkamp, made the 
All-Tournament team 
along with Julie Mohrfeld. 
They weren’t cocky. They 
were confident and they 
had fun. That memory of 
that last point hitting the 
floor and us being able to 
take my first champion-
ship was just huge. And 
those kids to this day stay 
friends. It’s a really cool 
feeling when they come 
home for Christmas.”

After the merger in 2005 
that combined Marquette 
and Aquinas into one edu-
cation system, Holy Trinity 
has been a force in Class 
A volleyball in the state. 
It is no longer ‘who are 
these guys’, but ‘here come 
those guys’. Banners hang 
throughout Shottenkirk 
Gymnasium in tribute to 
Freesmeier’s success as the 
leader of the Crusaders.

Three navy blue Ga-

torade banners hang in 
tribute to Michaela Foecke, 
who was named a Gato-
rade’s player of the year in 
Iowa on two occasions and 
its National Player of the 
Year in 2015. Banners for 
trips to the state tour-
nament including run-
ners-up and champions 
hang as well. Freesmeier 
took the 2015 Crusaders 
all the way to the state title 
and then returned in 2016 
before being knocked out 
by eventual champion 
Janesville.

Freesmeier has more 
than 800 wins and has 
coached in just under 
1,100 games. She said this 
year’s 7th graders have 
demanded that she stay 
until they graduate. At the 
current pace, Freesmeier 
would surpass 1,000 wins 
in about 5 years, which 
would make those 7th 
graders seniors at HTC.

But she’ll always have 
seventh graders and always 
have support from the 
community. Her timeline 
is all based on her energy 
levels and passion for the 
game, which don’t seem to 
be waning anytime soon.

She said it’s the support 
of the community, parents 
and kids, and a passion for 
the game in the commu-
nity that makes her job 
easier.

“I think it’s the sup-
port that we get from the 
school, community, par-
ents, and kids. And every 
year - it’s hard to believe, 

but they come in every 
year ready to work because 
of the teams before them. 
They have a passion for the 
game and we try to make 
it fun, but it’s a lot of work 
to play volleyball here at 
HTC,” Freesmeier said.

Freesmeier, who also 
teaches P.E. and health at 
HTC, says it was softball 
that had her attention in 
college at Culver-Stock-
ton. After graduation she 
came back and began 
coaching junior varsity 
basketball and volleyball at 
Marquette in 1988 before 
taking over the varsity 
volleyball team in 1992.

As one might expect, 
Freesmeier’s perennial 
powerhouse volleyball 
squads did garner her 
some attention from 
colleges looking to build 
volleyball programs.

“I’ve had a few oppor-

tunities at some colleges 
and I thought about it,” she 
said. “I talked to my family 
at the time and my friends 
and a good friend of mine 
said, ‘Look around you. 
Why would you leave?’ 
I’ve never regretted my 
decision. I look forward to 
the kids every day at prac-
tice. If they’re gonna put 
it all out there, why would 
I leave. My kids are here 
in the area and support 
this program and what it 
stands for so I just might 
be here awhile.”

She said the years have 
helped hone her passion 
for the game, but she did 
have some mentors and 
idols as she built her pro-
gram.

“I actually did develop 
a passion for this game on 
my own, but if you would 
have asked me out of col-
lege, Janet (Allgood) Berry 
was a mentor of mine back 
in the late 80s and she 
really knew how to moti-
vate the girls,” Freesmeier 
said. “Janet taught me a lot 
about the game of vol-

leyball and it takes more 
than Xs and Os to relate 
to teenagers. Pat Summit 
is an idol and a hero to 
me in pushing kids past 
their own expectations. 
And my dad is a big sports 
guy and I always listen to 
him. He taught me about 
sportsmanship and never 
having that ‘in your face’ 
mentality.”

She said the changing 
characteristics of the stu-
dents has been her biggest 
challenge in the past 25 
years. But she’s been able 
to find ways to motivate 
the players.

“I think just trying to 
motivate every day can be 
tough. You have to find 
new things. You can’t be 
stagnant. Things have 
changed and the kids 
have changed,” she said. 
“Their ability to focus has 
changed so you try to stay 
with the times and find 
something the kids can 
relate to. I have a great staff 
and have been fortunate 

HTC head volleyball coach Melissa Freesmeier was honored by her 
squad and assistant coaches after 25 years coaching. Freesmeier has 
coached in more than 1,000 games and has won two state titles.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See COACH, page 8
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GRRWA has mandated that electronics 
cannot be put in the landfill. Please place 
all electronics in the appropriate bins 
provided at both the Fort Madison and 
Keokuk locations. If you are unsure as to 
where they should be placed, simply ask 

the Scale Clerk on duty.
We accept the following electronics free of charge:

Computer Towers & Modems
Radios
Cell Phones
CD & DVD Players, and VCRs
Printers
Drop Cords

The following items are accepted for a fee:

TVs, Monitors, Laptops, and Tablets
Consoles, Projections, and Big Screens
(Please call 319-372-6140 for pricing)

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175I

DO YOUR PART TO 
PREVENT GLOBAL 

DESTRUCTION!
SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS

FORT MADISON CITY 
COUNCIL – 10/3/2017
The Fort Madison City 

Council met in regular 
session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017, 
at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. 
Mayor Randolph presided 
with Council Members 
Greenwald, Wright, Rink, 
Andrews, Seidel, Lair and 
Cangas present.

On motion, Council 
approved the agenda as 
written.

On motion, Council ap-
proved the Consent Agen-
da:  Minutes of 9/19/2017; 
Liquor License Renewal: 
Quicker Liquor, 1414 – 48th 
Street, effective 11/1/2017; 
New Five Day License: 
Professional Women’s 
Conference, 415 – 11th 
Street, effective 10/10/2017; 

Setting public hearing for 
10/17/2017 at 5:30 P.M. 
to amend Title 10, Zoning, 
Chapters 2, 8, 10 and 11 
to modify setbacks; and Pay-
ment of Claims.

A motion to amend Title 
2, Boards and Commissions, 
and adding a new Title 8, 
Chapter 13, Parks and Park 
Facilities, failed.

On motion, Council 
approved the purchase of 
a video recording system 
and cameras to replace and 
enhance the existing system 
at City Hall for a cost of 
$30,431.47 from Convergent 
Technologies.

At 6:45 P.M. on motion 
Council adjourned until Oc-
tober 17, 2017 at 5:30 P.M.

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

ATTEST:  /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

PROCEEDINGS - FORT MADISON CITY COUNCIL –10/3/2017 

The Fort Madison City Council met in regular session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. Mayor Randolph 
presided with Council Members Greenwald, Wright, Rink, Andrews, 
Seidel, Lair and Cangas present. 

On motion, Council approved the agenda as written. 

On motion, Council approved the Consent Agenda:  Minutes of 9/19/2017; 
Liquor License Renewal: Quicker Liquor, 1414 – 48th Street, effective 
11/1/2017; New Five Day License: Professional Women’s Conference, 
415 – 11th Street, effective 10/10/2017; Setting public hearing for 
10/17/2017 at 5:30 P.M. to amend Title 10, Zoning, Chapters 2, 8, 10 and 
11 to modify setbacks; and Payment of Claims. 

A motion to amend Title 2, Boards and Commissions, and adding a new 
Title 8, Chapter 13, Parks and Park Facilities, failed. 

On motion, Council approved the purchase of a video recording system and 
cameras to replace and enhance the existing system at City Hall for a cost 
of $30,431.47 from Convergent Technologies. 

At 6:45 P.M. on motion Council adjourned until October 17, 2017 at 5:30 
P.M. 

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, Mayor 

ATTEST:  /s/ Melinda L. Blind, City Clerk 

EXPENDITURES REVENUES 9/15-9/30/2017

General $   55,981.17 General $   8,738.27

Sp. Rev. Funds 699,262.35 Special Rev. 132,832.45

Road Use  29,615.90 Road Use 145,312.90

Debt 250,000.00 Debt   384.92

Capital 205558.89 Capital 8,251.31

Water 31,666.88 Water 278,889.84

Sewer   410,063.28 Sewer 280,579.42

Solid Waste  3,634.68 Solid Waste 59,248.47

$1,685,783.15 SW Utility 16,266.59

$930,504.17

PAYROLL 9/15/2017 PAYROLL 9/29/2017

General $189,544.19 General $150,473.06

Special Rev. 12,838.46 Special Rev. 5,503.76

Road Use 25,343.01 Road Use 20,141.13

Water 27,254.20 Water 21,209.97

Sewer 39,689.94 Sewer 31,667.78

Solid Waste 12,014.09 Solid Waste 8,491.49

Storm Water 3,342.20 Storm Water 2,715.88

$310,026.09 $240,203.07

CLAIMS 10/3/2017
ABC FIRE EXTINGUISH-
ER, ANNUAL MAINT
.................................... 661.3
ALAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRODUCT, CITRA GEL
.................................. 280.22
ALBERT CRESSWELL, 
CONCRETE WORK
............................... 1,600.00
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ......... 24,834.31
ALTORFER MACHINERY 
CO., ANNUAL MAINTE-
NANCE ................. 6,396.00
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, SHOP TOW-
ELS .......................... 636.52
B&B PROPANE, PRO-
PANE ............................ 237
BATES SANITATION & 
ASPHALT, PORTA POTTIE 
RENTAL - RODEO
....................................... 255
BEACH & ENKE TRUCK-

ING, HAULING ROAD 
STONE .................. 2,579.83
BJ ‘S PERFORMANCE, 
TOWING ........................ 55
BLUEGLOBES, INCAN-
DESCENT MEDIUM 
PRE-FOCUS ............ 149.98
BOULDER INN & 
SUITES, PER DEVELOP-
MENT AGREEMENT
........................... 250,000.00
BRAUN INTERTEC CORP, 
ANALYSIS FEES
............................... 5,121.75
BURLINGTON MUNI WA-
TER, BACTERIA SAMPLE 
85
CALHOUN-BURNS AND 
ASSOCIATION, BRIDGE 
RATING ................ 1,544.60
CENTRAL PETOLEUM 
EQUIPMENT, FUEL PUMP 
REPAIR ...................... 373.5
CENTURY LINK, PHONE
.................................... 57.78

CINTAS CORP, IST AID 
SUPPLIES................ 128.87
COOPERMAN COMPA-
NY, DEMONSTRATION 
GAMES........................... 26
CUMMINS CENTRAL 
POWER, LLC, REPAIR 
WORK ..................... 174.89
D.J. GONGOL & ASSOC, 
INC, MEMBRANE.... 81.58
DATA SUPPORT COMPA-
NY, LAB SUPPLIES
....................................... 682
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, FLYERS
.................................. 230.03
DOUDS STONE, LLC, 
WASHED CHIPS..... 632.84
ELECTRICAL ENGI-
NEERING, L70/MED/ECO 
21.02
ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT 
CO., HOSE END & HOSE 
MENDER ................. 225.66
FASTENAL COMPANY, 
JOBBERS/ CLEANER
.................................. 283.41
FORT MADISON COMM. 
HOSPITAL, ON JOB INJU-
RY ......................... 1,509.06
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, WATER AT RV
.................................... 42.92
GALL’S, AN ARAMARK 
COMPANY, LEATHER 
SUPPLIES................ 107.84
GARNER FOODS, FUEL
...................................... 12.1
GATHERS, NEAL, LITHO-
NIA LIGHTING
.................................. 162.99
GENESIS LAMP CORPO-
RATION, BEACON LIGHT 
157.83
GRAINGER MECHANI-
CAL, THERMOSTAT ..... 83
GREENWOOD CLEAN-
ING SYSTEM, JANITORI-
AL SUPPLIES ......... 174.81
HALL’S CRITTER GIT-
TERS, LIVE TRAP A 
SKUNK ........................... 70
HANNIBAL CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS, MANHOLE 
SECTION ...................... 125
HENNIGAR CONSTRUC-
TION, WATERLINE RE-
PAIR AT AIRPORT
............................... 2,526.29
HEUSS PRINTING, INC, 
ADS............................... 293
HOENIG TREE SERVICE 
INC, KUHLMEIER POND 
& PAVILION ........ 5,045.40
HOWARD R GREEN 
COMPANY, BLACK-
HAWK SEWER
............................. 28,388.22
HUFFMAN WELDING 
& MACHINE, REPAIR & 
PARTS ...................... 395.92
IDEAL READY MIX, FILL 
SAND .................... 6,822.03
IOWA MUNICIPAL 
WORKERS, INSTALL-
MENT #4 PREMIUM
............................... 5,160.00
IOWA PRISON INDUS-
TRIES, SIGN .................. 32
IOWA RURAL WATER 

PUBLIC NOTICES

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Public Notices/Classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Saturday, 
October 21st

7:30-10:30

Dave Schwarm & Brian Glasgow

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday - Saturday 

5:00pm
Like us on 
Facebook Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon

1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

ASSOC., REGISTRATION 
140
J&S ELECTRONIC BUSI-
NESS, COPIER USAGE
.................................. 101.85
J.P. COOKE COMPANY, 
PET TAGS ................. 102.5
J3 EVENTS, INC, TIMER
....................................... 100
JETCO INC., DVD WRIT-
ER ................................. 551
JONES CONTRACTING 
CORP, PAY EST #2 - PORT 
TRAIL ............... 159,826.76
JOURNAL & TOPICS, 
NEWSPAPER ADS
.................................. 381.25
K&H CONSTRUCTION 
LLC, GRADING FERTIL-
IZING,SEEDING
............................... 1,800.00
KELTEK INCORP, IA DAS 
WHELEN PRODUCTS
.................................... 20.52
LEAF, COPIER LEASE
.................................. 235.75
LEROY HOENIG, CLOTH-
ING REIMB 2017/18 239.49
LOGIN/IACP, ANNUAL 
BILLING ....................... 525
LUBY EQUIPMENT SER-
VICES, VALVE .... 1,454.21
LUNA, JOHN, MILEAGE 
REMIB ......................... 63.6
MACQUEEN EQUIP-
MENT, INC, ROVER 
CAMERA .............. 3,889.31
MARTIN’S FLAG COM-
PANY, FLAGS ......... 379.38
MCFARLAND, JANITORI-
AL SUPPLIES ........... 74.84
MENARD - WEST BURL-
INGTON, SIDING
.................................. 218.64
MENKE PROFESSIONAL 
AUTO PARTS, FILTERS
.................................... 60.89
MES-MUNICIPAL EMER-
GENCY SERV, BATTERY
.................................... 84.32

MEYERS DRIVEWAY 
& SEPTIC, PY EST #4 - 
BLACKHAWK SEWER
........................... 308,425.66
MICHAEL TODD & COM-
PANY, SIGNS .......... 947.97
MID AMERICAN ENER-
GY CO., HEATING
.................................. 244.64
MIDWEST SAFETY 
COUNSELORS, CALI-
BRATION GAS ....... 284.48
MIGUEL LANDEROS, 
NUISANCE ABATEMENT
............................... 1,040.00
MOBOTREX, MO-
BOTREX ....................... 960
MODERN MARKETING, 
PROMOTIONAL SAFETY 
ITEMS ................... 1,360.80
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
FIX LIGHTS IN RIVER-
VIEW PARK ............ 433.88
MUNICIPAL PIPE SER-
VICES INC, PIPE
............................... 8,000.00
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INLET Q 
STYLE .................. 2,034.84
NAT’L FIRE PROTEC-
TION ASSN, FIRE PRE-
VENTION ITEMS ... 216.05
NATIONAL INDUSTRI-
AL & SAFE, NITRILE 
GLOVES .................. 254.85
ON-SITE INFORMATION 
DESTRUCTION, PURGE 
SERVICES ............... 111.16
PARKVIEW VETERI-
NARY CLINIC, RENTAL 
FEE ....................... 1,350.00
QUARRY CREEK ELK 
AND BISON, CLOTHING 
& WINTER 2017/18
.................................. 236.67
QUILL CORPORATION, 
OFFICE SUPPLIES
.................................... 257.7
RAINBO OIL COMPANY, 
TRACTOR HYDROLIC

.................................. 453.37
RATHBUN REG’L WATER 
ASSOC, WATER
......................................... 25
ROBERT N. JOHNSON III, 
MONTHLY SUBSIDY
............................... 2,767.19
SE IA REGIONAL PLAN-
NING COMM, BARKER 
PROJECT .......... 567,421.00
SHOPKO, CLOTHING 
ALLOW ..................... 79.95
SHOTTENKIRK SUPER-
STORE, HINGES
.................................. 731.64
SIRCHIE TESTING, SUP-
PLIES ........................... 92.7
STANLEY CONSUL-
TANTS INC, PROF FEES
............................... 1,289.78
STAPLES, OFFICE SUP-
PLIES ....................... 456.92
TESTAMERICA INC., 
TESTING ................... 308.7
THACHER TREE CARE, 
TREE REMOVAL ........ 450
TIM’S REPAIR SHOP, 
REPAIRED STARTER
.................................... 245.7
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
MOUNT NEW TIRES
............................... 1,196.76
U.S. CELLULAR, SMART 
PHONES ............... 1,076.16
UPS, SHIPPING ........ 84.45
USA BLUE BOOK, POST 
& DECAL ................ 637.59
UTILITY EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY, SEWER 
WYES & TEES ........ 868.66
W L MILLER COMPANY, 
ASPHALT PROJECT
............................. 65,281.71
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
............................... 1,309.21
WINDSTREAM, PHONE 
SERVICE ................... 49.51
ZIMMER & FRAN-
CESCON INC, PUMP W/ 

CORD ................... 1,365.00
TOTAL ........... 1,491,061.51
GENERAL ............. 19813.6
SPECIAL REVENUES
............................ 848296.51
ROAD USE .......... 13619.27
CAPITAL PROJECTS
............................ 205090.93
WATER ................ 19637.86
WASTEWATER
............................ 381984.86
SOLID WASTE...... 2618.48
TOTAL ............. 1491061.51

MANUALS - SEPT 2017
AGRINEED, INC, CHEMI-
CALS ......................... 88.50
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ......... 55,795.79
AMERICAN WATER 
WORKS ASSN, REGIS-
TRATION ................ 220.00
DU PONT, 2ND QTR 
TARG JOBS .......... 2,311.42
EASYPERMIT POSTAGE, 
POSTAGE BILLS & LATE 
NOTICE ................ 1,533.97
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RE-
CEIVABLE, JANITORIAL 
SUPPLIES; TRAINING
.................................... 40.32
J&S ELECTRONIC BUSI-
NESS, PHONE ........ 762.34
MASTERCARD, TRAVEL 
& TRAINING EXPENSES
............................... 1,069.94
TRAFFICGUARD, BOL-
LARD POST ......... 5,304.00
WELLMARK BLUE 
CROSS & BLU, HEALTH 
INS PREMIUM
............................. 95,947.32
WEX BANK, FUEL 
USAGE ............... 10,307.16
YOUR HEAT AND AIR 
GUY LLC, FURNACE AT 
OLD RASHID LIB BLDG
............................... 5,170.00
........................... 178,550.76
GENERAL .......... 21,966.52

SPECIAL REVENE
............................. 98,996.01
ROAD USE ......... 15,996.63
CAPITAL PROJCTS
.................................. 467.96
WATER ............... 12,029.02
WASTEWATER
............................. 28,078.42
SOLID WASTE..... 1,016.20
TOTAL .............. 178,550.76

LIBRARY CLAIMS - 
SEPT 2017

3RD GENERATION ELEC-
TRIC, REPLACE LIGHT 
BULBS & BALLAST 901.5
AMAZON.COM, LI-
BRARY MATERIALS
.................................... 96.12
BAKER & TAYLOR, LI-
BRARY MATERIALS
............................... 1,607.53
CITY OF FORT MADI-
SON, LIBRARY POOL 
PARTY .......................... 426
DEMCO, CD STORAGE 
CASE ....................... 237.75
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, POSTER ....... 15
ENVISION WARE, ANNU-
AL SYSTEM MAINT
.................................. 821.84
FISH WINDOW CLEAN-
ING, WINDOW CLEAN-
ING ............................... 264
FORT MADISON KIWAN-
IS CLUB, DUES ............. 35
GALE GROUP, LIBRARY 
MATERIALS ........... 150.09
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOC., 
REGISTRATION .......... 446
J&S ELECTRONIC BUSI-
NESS, UPDATING FIRE-
WALL ....................... 130.78
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE, JANITORIAL SUP-
PLIES ....................... 143.18
LIBRARY CORPORA-
TION, SOFTWARE SUP-
PORT ..................... 8,164.00

MEDIACOM, PHONE & 
INTERNET SERVICE
.................................. 212.73
MID AMERICAN ENER-
GY CO., HEATING
.................................... 11.08
NESPER SIGN ADVER-
TISING, REPAIR FLAG 
POLE.......................... 606.1
PEN CITY CURRENT, AD
....................................... 109
PENGUIN RANDOM 
HOUSE, LIBRARY MATE-
RIALS ............................. 54
PETTY CASH - SARAH 
CLENDINENG BIRD SUP-
PLIES ........................... 3.87
QUILL CORPORATION, 
OFFICE SUPPLIES
.................................. 633.07
RECORDED BOOKS LLC, 
LIBRARY MATERIALS ....
197.14
SERVICE MASTER, JANI-
TORIAL SERVICE
.................................... 905.1
TOTAL ................ 16,170.88
GENERAL ........... 14201.05
SPECIAL REVENUE
................................ 1969.83
TOTAL ................. 16170.88

PUBLIC NOTICES

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Classifieds

ROUTE DRIVER 
ASSISTANT

Must be reliable, work in fast 
pace environment, able to 
lift 50-75 lbs. and work in all 
climates of weather. Start-
ing wage is 15.00 per hour 
with uniforms.  Only quali-
fied serious applicants apply.

Floyd’s EZ Way
Container Service, Inc.
2133 Summer Street

Burlington, Iowa 52601
319-752-5394

LOAN OFFICER
Connection Bank is look-
ing for a loan officer at our 
main bank in Fort Madison.

The most significant char-
acteristics we look for in a 
teammate are those that line 
up with our brand – a com-
mitment to providing the best 
customer service we can to 
our customers, our cowork-
ers, and our communities.

This person will participate 
in all areas of lending – from 
origination, processing, and 
closing to ongoing servicing 
functions of real estate, mort-
gage, and some agricultural 
loans. Must be able to meet 
established goals and objec-
tives in a compliant and effi-
cient manner while adhering 
to all policies and procedures.

A BBA or experience in a 
related field is preferred, 
as is lending experience. 
But, it isn’t required. So, if 
you have something com-
parable, please let us 
know if you’re interested.

To apply, please sub-
mit your resume by Mon-
day, October 16 to:
D o n n a . B r a t e k @ m y -
c o n n e c t i o n b a n k . c o m

Connection Bank practices 
equal employment opportu-
nity. We do not discriminate 
in hiring or employment on 
the basis of race, color, re-
ligion, gender, pregnancy, 
national origin, age, gender 
identity, disability, sexual 
orientation, genetic infor-
mation, service in the uni-
formed services, or any oth-
er legally protected status.

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Executive Director

United Way of the Great River Region which serves Lee 
County in Iowa, Hancock County in Illinois and Clark Coun-
ty in Missouri is seeking an Executive Director to manage all 
aspects of a non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
lives in the area of health, education and financial stability.
  
Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Exec-
utive Director is responsible for all administrative, fund-
raising, fund distribution, operations, donor and commu-
nity relations of the organization. The Executive Director 
is also responsible for developing key external and inter-
nal collaborations, partnerships, relationships and grant 
writing which include the Board of Directors, community 
partners, leaders and staff. The Executive Director will 
manage full-time and part-time staff as well as multiple 
volunteers with various responsibilities as aligned with 
the UWGRR strategic plan.  College degree with major 
in business, management or marketing is encouraged.  
Non-profit experience, particularly with United Way a plus.

This is a full-time salaried position.  Salary is negotiable.  
Benefits include vacation and sick pay.   United Way of 
the Great River Region is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Send letters of application and resumes to: 
Pam Bierwirth, UWGRR President  

pam-bierwirth@hotmail.com
or PO Box 251, Keokuk, IA  52632 

Deadline for application is September 30, 2017

www.teamssi.com

We Place People First
Now Hiring

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O • Ft. Madison, Ia

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

Place your ad
online 24/7

Advertise your 
service business

90 days • 
Only $2499

Up to 150 words 
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@
pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

http://www.teamssi.com
mailto:Donna.Bratek@myconnectionbank.com
mailto:Donna.Bratek@myconnectionbank.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
mailto:pam-bierwirth%40hotmail.com?subject=Executive%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.teamssi.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 12 Oct

Light Rain
High– 62.8º F | Low – 55.5º F

FRI 13 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 72.5º F | Low – 69.4º F

SAT 14 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 79.8º F | Low – 74.3º F

SUN 15 Oct

Clear Skies
High – 81.0º F | Low – 61.5º F

MON 16 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 58.5º F | Low – 49.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

Lee County Health Department - 2017 FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE
10/12  Mississippi Terrace  
           Keokuk
           8:30am-10:00am

10/12  River Terrace  
           Keokuk
           8:30am-10:00am

10/12  United Methodist  
           Church
           Donnellson
           10:30am-11:30am

10/12  Trinity United  
           Methodist
  Keokuk
           Noon-4:30pm

10/16  Montrose Public 
           Library 
           8:00am-11:00am

10/18  Donnellson
           Public Library
           11:30am-1:30pm

10/19  Eagle Bluff Apts. 
           Ft. Madison
           9:00am-10:00am

10/19  Heritage Center
           Keokuk
           10:00am-Noon

10/19  Rose Michael  
           Gardens 
           Ft. Madison
           1:00pm-2:30pm

10/24  Parkview Apts.  
           West Point
 10:00am-Noon

10/26  LCHD  

 (#3 John Bennett Drive)

 Ft. Madison
          Noon-5:30pm

Please bring your 
Medicare card with 

you to the clinic.
Private Pay cost $25

Any questions please call 
(319)372-5225 

www.leecountyhd.org

LIKE us on Facebook

a trailer at the time and the thought of being at a real 
home with a real garage provided plenty of antics for 
four young boys.

I’ll never forget one birthday when he was grilling 
out on North Hill. I always got a porterhouse steak 
with mushrooms grilled on a special red birthday 
plate. As far back as I can remember, he grilled that for 
me on my birthday. On this one special day, he opened 
the garage door and rolled out a revamped bicycle. He 
took my old bike and painted it black and white with 
a racing stripe, new tires, and racing streamers on it. 
For a young boy who grew up with three brothers on a 
single mom’s teaching salary, I was never comfortable 
asking for anything on birthdays and Christmas. That 
was something.

There were many a day when us boys (all four of us 
at times) would just wail on this guy. He’d usually start 
it by buzzing us with a nub. A nub was one of his two 
fingers that had been cut off in a butcher shop when he 
was grinding beef. Horrific childhood yarns were reg-
ularly spun by this guy as to how he lost those fingers, 
typically as a result of a large parrot he kept caged at 
the house. I didn’t go near that damned thing.

So those were the nubs and he would randomly buzz 
us in the ribs when we walked by. These fingers had 
been cut off at the main knuckle, so it was just bone 
there. He’d hit us with that and then we’d turn and he’d 
have this wide-eyed grin ready for retaliation. We’d 
punch this guy in the arm and leg and his muscles 
would not even dent. Literally, our little fists would just 
turn sideways on the mass.

We thought grabbing him and trying to tackle him 
was the way to go, but he just shucked us off with a 
crazy laugh and a ‘there you go’.

He followed us through Boy Scouts, high school, 
driving, college and all the crap kids our age could get 
into. But he never just came along for the ride. He got 
involved everywhere he could. He took us on vacations 
around the country...Pike’s Peak, the Badlands, New 
Mexico, Tennessee. And when we were younger, we 
camped in tents and later in pop-up campers. All of 
those things that we would never had done with just 
our mother.

But in 1988 this guy, who for most of his life had 
things his way, married my mother. Before that, he 
knew where his peanut butter was, where the remote 
was, and where all his tools were at. He asks to be mar-
ried into a family with four boys, three of whom were 

teenagers at the time. Most men would run the other 
direction...fast.

After that day, he not only didn’t know where the 
peanut butter was supposed to be, there usually wasn’t 
any. The remote, forget it buried in the chair, under 
the sofa, on the counter, on the floor...but that really 
didn’t matter, there was no time for television. With 
four teenage boys, there really wasn’t any place to even 
sit. No one faulted him for working in the garage most 
of the time, or building something, fixing something..
what have you.

Things weren’t always great, there was a lot of emo-
tion in that time. We were teenagers and we played a 
lot of sports. We had grown up to that point sharing 
the load of being the men of the house. He was an 
intruder, but it’s what my mom wanted and we got in 
line...for the most part.

As we all started families of our own he played the 
role of grandpa, put up with sleepovers at grandma’s 
and grandpa’s, played school bus for some of the 
grandkids, and did an admirable job. My oldest was 
pretty close to him and had a chance to talk to him 
at the end by me putting the phone to his ear. He 
was pretty morphined up at that point, but she cried 
through it and told him she loved him. Two minutes 
later, after the message found its way through the haze 
of comforting narcotics, his eyebrows lifted.  My oldest 
brother called about an hour later and went through 
the same routine. Again, roughly two minutes later, 
his eyebrows lifted. I saw it several times in the last 48 
hours as we waited together with friends as his body 
gave out.

The room cleared at several instances and one per-
son stayed with him so someone was always with him. 
Overnight, mom reclined in the chair next to the bed 
and held his hand. I finally got a chance to sit with him 
for a couple minutes by myself.

“Thanks for being there for us. We’ll love you forev-
er....and thanks for the bike old man.”

He was proud of the company my wife and I are 
building and always asked how it was going. He said I 
was a good business man who always took care of my 
customers.

I need to thank those customers today...our reader-
ship and our advertisers who patiently allowed us to 
spend time with our family during this tough time. 
There’s so much more than the mourning...so much so 
that I haven’t mourned his loss yet.

It will come when it comes....but that’s Beside the 
Point.

A brave man in unfamiliar territory
DAD - Continued from Page 1

to have those kinds of assistants and that’s just awesome. 
Sometimes spouses say I see them more than they do 
during the season, but that’s the level of support we have 
here.”

She said this is the first year she could remember hav-
ing a player whose mother also played for her so the cir-
cle’s starting to overlap, so to speak. Freesmeier said that 
circle of support is one of the best things about coaching 
and keeping those relationships with past, present, and 
future players is a high priority for her.

“They know I’m always there for whatever they need. I 
see them a lot, especially during the holidays. It’s normal 
to just talk about what we used to do and the fun we had 
and some of my crazy antics.”

COACH - Continued from Page 4

Her legacy is people

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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