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FORT MADISON - 
He saw a Madagascar 
“Hissing” cockroach, a 
fish-sharing experiment, 
was served a pickled zuc-
chini slaw with a chicken 
breast and some linguini, 
and left impressed with 
his visit to Fort Madison’s 
public school system.

Ryan Wise, director of 
the Iowa Department of 
Education, was hosted by 
FMCSD superintendent 
Erin Slater on Thursday as 
he toured the Fort Madi-
son High School, Lincoln 
Elementary School, and 
the Fort Madison Middle 

School. His day in Fort 
Madison ended with a 
program dinner at the 
Elliott Test Kitchen where 
education entrepreneur 
and on-the-side chef, 
Kumar Wickramasingha, 
shared the programming 
of the test kitchen in Fort 
Madison, as well as the 
newly expanded program-
ming in Burlington.

Wise left for Burling-
ton after the dinner to 
meet with officials in that 
district and to meet with 
Southeastern Commu-
nity College officials and 
Mediapolis school officials 
on Friday.

Wise’s day in Fort Mad-
ison started with a visit 
to the high school where 

Principal Greg Smith 
showed him a video on 
the 21st Century Room 
that has been built over 
the past two years. Smith 
told Wise local and state 
funds totaling $100,000 
have been used to create 
the room and the school’s 
new Maker Space Room.

“I always look at the 
vision of the project,” 
Wise told Smith. It’s 
always easiest when you 
have a vision and what do 
you want the space to be 
rather than getting all the 
new cool things and then 
figure out what we want 
to do with them.”

Wise asked the students 
if they had a vision for the 
room and Maker Place.

“We hope to have it 
open for projects. We 
have classes already using 
it but we hope to have 
things organized for 
classes with sign in and 
sign out sheets. We’ve 
had a few issues of things 
missing,” said Sierra How-
ardson, an FMHS student 
who attended the lunch 

with a group of students. 
“We also have projects 
in line. Last month was 
our green room and this 
month is book art.”

Wise said that other 
skills than just knowl-
edge were at work on the 

projects.
“One of the things I talk 

about is college and career 
readiness. The content 
knowledge is just one 
component. Do you know 
what you need to know,” 
he said. “But the others 
are transition skills... are 
you ready to go from high 
school to college to the 
workplace. Then you have 
learning skills...working 
collaboratively and team 
research. And then lead-
erships skills. Those last 
three... you can clearly see 
all of those come out in 
this video. You’ve actually 
built this from a student 
vision, so congratulations. 
This is a great example of 
learning.”

Board member Gayla 
Young asked Wise if he 
thought more projects like 
this would be seen if the 
1-cent sales tax extension 
is passed. There has been 
conversation at the state 
level of extending the 
sunset on the 1-cent sales 
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FORT MADISON – 
The Lee County Health 
Department is moving 
their staff temporarily to 
the North Lee County Of-
fice building as of today.

On Tuesday, a con-
cern was brought to the 
attention of the Health 
Department.

Based on the advice of 
County At-
torney Ross 
Braden, 
the Health 
department 
staff are 
relocated to 
the County 

Office Building at 933 Av-
enue H in Fort Madison 
until further notice.

“It wasn’t as a result of 
any threats or anything 
like that, Braden said. “I 
advised them to relocate 
temporarily until we can 
get some further informa-
tion. Hopefully we’ll have 
more information next 
week.”

He said he couldn’t 
elaborate any further on 
the issue and said it had 
nothing to do with the 
upcoming referendum.

For official Health 
Department business, the 
Health Department can 
be reached at 319-376-
1065 or 319-371-8947. 
Environmental can be 
reached at 319-470-5047. 
Any inquiries with respect 
to the temporary reloca-
tion or concern will be 
referred to the County 
Attorney, Ross Braden.

BRADEN

Concern 
prompts 

temporary 
LCHD 

relocation

Education Director cites FMCSD’s vision

Fort Madison High School Culinary Arts student David Goebel serves 
Iowa’s Director of the Department of Education Ryan Wise lunch as 
part of Wise’s tour of FMCSD buildingsThursday afternoon. 

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Tour ends with visit to 
Elliott Test Kitchen

Director Ryan Wise looks at a “Hissing” Cock-
roach in the Early Beginnings class at Lincoln 
Elementary school with Principal Tracy King 
far left, a reluctant Superintendent Erin Slat-
er, right, and FMCSD Curriculum and Student 
Services Director Kim Harmon at far right.

“It’s always 
easiest when you 

have a vision, 
and what do you 
want the space 

to be, rather than 
getting all the 

new cool things 
and then figure 
out what to do 

with them”
 -Ryan Wise

Director, Iowa Dept. of 
Education

See WISE, page 9
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Great River Regional Waste Authority’s
Earth Day Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event

Saturday April 22nd, 2017 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Located in Central Park

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue• Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be accepting the 
following Household Hazardous Waste items during the 

Annual Community Clean Up Event. We encourage you to 
call ahead and make an appointment for the collection. 

• Fertilizers, Herbicides, Insecticides, Pesticides
• Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners & Solvents

• Household & Auto Cleaning Products
• Car Batteries, Motor Oil, Antifreeze

• Car Batteries and Rechargeable Batteries
• Swimming Pool Chemicals

• Propane Tanks 
• AND MORE!

*No Latex Paints Please
Call 319-372-6140 to schedule your appointed time or 

to check to see if your items qualify for this event. 

H

WH

H

WHFort Madison Residents Only, No Businesses Please

FMHS goes to 3-1 with tennis win over WB/ND

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It 
was windy tennis on 
Thursday, but the winds 
were favorable, as the 
saying goes, as the Fort 
Madison Bloodhounds 
downed visiting Burling-
ton/Notre Dame 7-2 in 
boys high school action.

The Hounds took the 
first three singles matches 
at Nos. 1-3 highlighted by 
a 6-2, 6-0 win from Aus-
tin Krueger at No. 3 sin-
gles. Kreuger downed the 
Falcons’ Jacob Fritz 6-4, 
6-0. Sam Avery knocked 
down WB/ND’s Daniel 
Crooks after splitting the 
two-set match 6-4, 2-6 
Avery prevailed in the 
tie-breaker 12-10. At No. 
2 singles FM’s Johnny 
Hernandez pushed away 
Mason Shullaw 6-4, 7-6 

with a 7-3 tiebreaker in 
the second set to get the 
win.

At No. 4 singles the 
Hounds suffered their first 
loss when Blake Feuer-
hammer was downed in 
a very close tiebreak by 
the Falcons’ Travis Willis. 
Feuerhammer won the 
first set 6-4, but fell 4-6 
in the second set and 
dropped a tight tiebreaker 
10-12.

The Hounds got back 
on the board at No. 5 sin-
gles when Tim Shin shut 
out Taylor Martin 6-0, 
6-0. The Falcons would 
get their only other win 
on the night when Dillon 
McElderry defeated Gage 
Hind 6-2, 6-1 at No. 6.

Fort Madison swept 
the visitors in doubles 
play when Avery/Krueger 
knocked off Crooks/Shul-
law 7-5, 6-3. Hernandez/
Feuerhammer defeated 

Fritz/Willis 6-4, 7-6 (7-
3). Shin/Hind downed 
Martin/McElderry 6-4, 
7-6 (7-5).

“The boys did a nice job 
on their ground strokes 
and net play and used 
good tactics tonight,” said 
head coach Dean Hogan. 
“They all seem to be im-
proving here as the season 
goes on.”

The Hounds are 3-1 in 
dual play this year and 
travel to Burlington for 
a make-up match Friday 
night.

Junior Austin 
Krueger uncorks a 
serve against Jacob 
Fritz in a two-set 6-4, 
6-0 win in boys high 
school tennis action 
Thursday night. The 
Hounds dropped 
WB/ND 7-2 including 
a full sweep of dou-
bles action.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Shin shuts out Martin at No. 5 
singles 6-0, 6-0.

http://www.grrwa.com
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CENTRAL PARK, FORT MADISON

Gloves, trash bags & maps provided
Free lunch to follow

Call Fort Madison Chamber for details & to register
319-372-5471

Community Clean Up EventCommunity Clean Up EventCommunity Clean Up Event

Saturday, April 22nd, 2017Saturday, April 22nd, 2017Saturday, April 22nd, 2017
Beginning at 9:00 amBeginning at 9:00 amBeginning at 9:00 am

 Event 
 Sponsored 

 By

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be on-site for disposal of Hazardous Waste.
Please call 319-372-6140  for a complete list of accepted items.

RAIN OR 
SHINE

BEVERAGES

FREE
FUN!

DRAWING FOR

Community
CLEAN UP EVENT

Sat., April 22, 2017
Beginning at 9:00 a.m. • Central Park, Fort Madison

Drawing for 

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be on-site
for disposal of hazardous waste.

Please call 319-372-6140 for a complete list of accepted items.

Gloves, trash bags, & maps provided
Free lunch to follow

Call Fort Madison Chamber for details & to register

319-372-5471

RAIN OR
SHINE

FREE FAMILYFUN!

BEVERAGES

Lunch & Learn
Dedicated  to learning  

about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday 
of each month 

in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click to visit our website. 
Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

OBITUARIES

VAL DEAN VINCENT
Val Dean Vincent, 61, of Fort Madison, IA, passed 

away at 5:15 a.m. on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at his 
home.  He was born on February 14, 
1956 in Fort Madison, Iowa to Earl & 
Lorraine Geisen Vincent.  He married 
Sheryl A. Keel on August 31, 1974 in 
Muscatine, Iowa.  He enjoyed watching 
the Chicago Cubs over the years.

       Val is survived by: his wife: Sheryl 
Vincent of Fort Madison, IA; 2-sons: 

Alan Vincent of Fort Madison, IA & Tim (Lori) Vin-
cent of Fort Madison, IA; 1-daughter: Valerie (Eric) 
Beckman of Fort Madison, IA; 9-grandchildren; 3-great 
grandchildren; 1-brother: Lewis (Debbie) Vincent of 
Fort Madison, IA; 2-sisters: Pam Simon of Hamilton, 
IL & Candi (Fred) Yaeger of Excelsior Springs, MO.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, 2-brothers & 
1-sister.

       Cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory.  A celebration of Val’s life 
will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 30, 2017 at 
Vinnie’s Santa Fe Avenue Tap in Fort Madison.  Online 
condolences to the Vincent family may be left at the 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.
kinglynk.com.

VINCENT

FM Library plans Family Fun day
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON 
- Friends of the Fort 
Madison Public Library, 
in partnership with Lee 
County Leadership par-
ticipants, will host Friends 
and Family Fun Day on 
Saturday, April 29 from 
10am to noon at the Fort 
Madison Public Library, 
1920 Avenue E. 

The event will feature 
oversized games, sto-
ries, and crafts, and will 
highlight the services and 
programs provided by the 
library, many of which 
are possible due to the 
financial support of the 
Friends.

Individual stations will 
be set up throughout the 
building where visitors 
can explore the library’s 
collection of e-books, 
learn about upcoming 
summer activities for all 
ages, or look up their fam-
ily ancestry in the geneal-
ogy room. 

Those who visit each 
station will be entered 
to win a Grand Prize 
Amazon Kindle Fire, 

provided by the Friends. 
Refreshments will be 
available, courtesy of Hy-
Vee in Fort Madison, and 
admission to the event is 
free. Additional sponsors 
include Chuong Garden, 
Family Video, and Kelly 
Cakes, all of Fort Mad-
ison, and Fun City in 
Burlington.

In the Fall of 2016, local 
organizations were invited 
to submit partnership 
projects to work with 
Lee County Leadership 
Participants.  The Friends 
project was one of three 
chosen by the steering 
committee. 

“When I heard the Lee 
County Leadership Class 
was looking for proj-
ects, I thought that they 
might be able to provide 
some fresh ideas to help 
the Friends continue to 
promote themselves to the 
community,” said Sarah 
Clendening, director of 
the Fort Madison Public 
Library. “This new event 
will help share informa-
tion about the Friends 
with a wider group of 
people.”

Lee County Leadership 
participants Jacob Cook, 
Operations Manager with 
Independent Can, Melissa 
Derr, Senior Branch Ad-
ministrator with Edward 
Jones, and Kira Kru-
szynski, Office Manager 
of the Keokuk Chamber 
have been working with 
the Friends of the Fort 
Madison Public Library 
since late fall to develop 
an event aimed at letting 
community members 
know about the pro-
gramming and resources 
offered by the Library and 
the support the Friends 
provide. 

“Working with the 
Library has been a great 
experience to utilize the 
skills we have learned 
through the class,” said 
Derr. Participants are typ-
ically encouraged to apply 
by their employers.

Lee County Leadership 
is a joint program of Iowa 
State University Extension 
& Outreach Lee County 
and the Keokuk and Fort 
Madison Chambers of 
Commerce. The program 
seeks to train and equip 

emerging leaders to be 
active players in their 
communities by combin-
ing classroom curriculum 
with a real-life communi-
ty project.

The Friends are a 
501(c)3 organization 
committed to providing 
services for and funds to 
the Fort Madison Public 
Library. Funds raised by 
the Friends support the 
Library’s overall program-
ming and have been used 
to pay for performers and 
guest speakers, computers 
and software, microfilm 
machines, literacy sta-
tions, library materials, 
board games, and Legos 
among other things. 

These important assets 
allow the Library to offer 
a vast array of resources, 
services, and events at 
minimum, or in many 
cases, no cost to the 
public. 

Anyone interested in 
joining and/or supporting 
the Friends can contact 
the Library at 319-372-
5721 to learn more or visit 
their website.

The Fort Madison 
Public Library and 
Lee County Leader-
ship committee are 
planning a Family 
and Friends Fun Day 
at the Library on April 
29, including games, 
crafts, stories and a 
Kindle will be given 
away.

BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON - The Holy Trinity Catholic boys 
soccer team has found their winning stride again.

The Crusaders knocked off Central Lee 1-0 in a 
Southeast Iowa Superconference matchup Thursday 
night.

The Crusaders had lost four in a row through April 
11th, but bounced back with a 1-0 win over Mediapo-
lis a week ago.

Nick Pothitakis scored for the Crusaders on a penal-
ty kick in the second half. Bailey Merschman had four 
saves in the game.

“We had 12 shots and 6 shots on goal so we really 
struggled with the placement of our shots,” said head 
coach Ryan Culbertson.

“The defense played solid which really kept the con-
fidence up with the rest of the team.”

In the Mediapolis game, Adam Rauenbuehler scored 
the only goal of the game with four shots on goal. 
Pothitakis had two shots on goal and Merschman had 
two saves.

HTC plays again at home Friday night against Wa-
pello with a 5 p.m. start.

HTC boys get second 
win in a row

http://www.scottsmiraclegro.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Laser Operator Needed
Responsibilities to be included but are not limited to the following:

 • Create Nest programs based on customers Purchase Orders and drawings.
 • Revise programs to eliminate errors, and retest programs to check that problems have been solved.
	 •	Analyze	job	orders,	drawings,	specifications,	and	design	data	to	calculate	dimensions,	tool	selection,	machine	
speeds, and feed rates.
 • Observe machines on trial runs or conduct computer simulations to ensure that programs and machinery will 
function	properly	and	produce	items	that	meet	specifications.
	 •	Modify	existing	programs	to	enhance	efficiency.
 • Sort shop orders into groups to maximize materials utilization and minimize machine setup time.
	 •	Compare	computer	printouts	with	original	part	specifications	to	verify	accuracy	of	instructions.
 • Perform preventative maintenance or minor repairs on machines.
 • General housekeeping on and around the laser and the laser room.

Required Skills:
 • Computers and Electronics— Knowledge of computer hardware and software, including applications and pro-
gramming.
 • Mechanical— Knowledge of machines and tools, including their designs, uses, repair, and maintenance.
 • Mathematics— Knowledge of arithmetic, geometry, and their applications.
 • Production and Processing— Knowledge of raw materials, production processes, quality control, costs, and 
other techniques for maximizing the effective manufacture and distribution of goods.
 • English Language— Knowledge of the structure and content of the English language including the meaning and 
spelling of words, rules of composition, and grammar.
 • Education and Training— Associates Degree or equivalent experience.
 • Customer and Personal Service— Knowledge of principles and processes for providing customer and personal 
services. This includes customer needs assessment, meeting quality standards for services, and evaluation of 
customer satisfaction.

Hours:  2nd Shift M-F 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 
Pay Rate:  Depending on experience
Company Benefit Package:	Health,	Vision,	Life	and	Dental	Insurance,	Long	Term	and	Short	Term	Disability,	401K,	Profit	
Sharing, Flexible Spending Account, Paid Holidays, and Company paid Uniforms.

How to apply:
Please send a Resume to:  kevinm@steffweld.com or visit our website for an application http://www.steffweld.com

Contact Information: Kevin Mehaffy, 1311 Pilot Grove Road, Pilot Grove, Iowa, 52648, 319-469-3961
Application Deadline: April 28th, 2016

Steffensmeier Welding & Mfg., Inc.

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING 
PART-TIME 

LIFEGUARDS
The Fort Madison YMCA 
is now hiring part-time 
morning and daytime life-
guards. Must be a certified 
lifeguard or willing to get 
certified along with having 
CPR / AED certifications.

Pick up an application at 
the front desk, 220 26th 
Street, Fort Madison.

Learn more about
your local YMCA at

www.fortmadisony.org

Full & Part Time 
Retail Sales
Associates
Ft. Madison

Kempker’s True Value - Ft. 
Madison is now accepting 
applications for Full & Part 
Time Retail Sales Associ-
ates. Applications can be 
picked up in the store at 1904 
Avenue H Ft. Madison, Iowa.

Ft. Madison    Burlington
Mt. Pleasant    Grimes

Ft. Madison    Burlington
Mt. Pleasant    Grimes

Ft. Madison    Burlington
Mt. Pleasant    Grimes

Ft. Madison    Burlington
Mt. Pleasant    Grimes

Ft. Madison    Burlington
Mt. Pleasant    Grimes

Mekanism
640 Second St
SF, CA 94107  
415.908.4000
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Lady Hounds get four first-place finishes at Washington
BY PCC STAFF

WASHINGTON - De-
spite four first-place 
finishes, and a handful of 
other top five finishers, the 
Lady Hounds finished 5th 
of 6 teams at the Washing-
ton Invitational Thursday 
night in girls high school 
track action.

Brett Schneider and Sier-
ra Howardson led the way 
again for the Lady Hounds.

Howardson had two first 
place finishes in her dual 

distance runs of 1,500 and 
3,000 meters with times 
of 5:18.34 and 11:12.26, 
respectively. Schneider 
motored to first again in 
the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:23.62.

The distance medley 
relay team of Schneider, 
Claire Mendez, Maddy 
McVey and Howardson 
grabbed a top spot with a 
time of 4:45.99.

Elizabeth Miller cap-
tured her first top three 
finish in the 400-meter 

hurdles with a time of 
1:20.29. The 800-meter 
sprint medley team of Brit-
tiney Harris, Brynn Schro-
eder, Maddy McVey, and 
Schneider also grabbed a 
third-place finish with a 
mark of 1:59.70.

The Lady Hounds travel 
to Van Buren for the Van 
Buren Invitational on 
Monday.
Complete results for the Lady Hounds are 
listed below with top 5 finishers in bold.

Shot put
FM - Brittiney Harris 33-11 (5th), 
Elizabeth Fincher 25-05.5 (18th), 
Shelby Wright 19-03.5 (21)

Discus Throw
FM - Harris -79-05 (12th), Wright 
66-00 (17th), Daylyn Wondra 54-10 
(20th), Fincher 53-04 (21st)

Long Jump
FM - Ellie Baxter - 12-08.5 
(7th), Paige Munson 11-04.5 
(8th), Bella Baier 9-05 (9th)

800 sprint medley
FM - Harris, Brynn Schroeder, Maddy 
McVey and Brett Schneider - 1:59.70 
(3rd), Alaine Gilpin, Wondra, Anna 
Kester and Lexi Miller - 2:15.10 (10th)

3000-meter run
FM - Sierra Howardson 11:12.26 
(1st), Cayleigh Smith 13:13.10 (7th), 
Claire Hellman 13:55.79 (8th)

4x800-meter relay
FM - Schroeder, Kamryn Bailey,  
Mendez, McVey - 11:08.43 (5th)

4x100-meter shuttle relay
FM - Elizabeth Miller, Harris, 

Munson and Miller - 1:29.23 (4th)
100-meter dash

FM - Baxter 15.24 (15th), Na-
dine Scheafer - 15.63 (16th), 
Brittney Sanford 15.67 (17th), 
Camila Almeida -19.47 (19th)

Girls Distance Medley
FM - Schneider, Mendez, McVey 
and Howardson - 4:45.99 (1st)

400-meter dash
FM - Anna Kester 1:13.24 
(6th), Smith 1:18.00 (9th)

4x200-meter relay
FM - Schroeder,  Mendez, Gilpin 
and Sanford - 2:07.05 (8th)

100-meter hurdles
FM - Elizabeth Miller 19.43 
(11th), Munson 23.58 (15th)

800-meter run
FM - Schneider - 2:23.62 (1st), 
Lexi Miller - 2:51.18 (7th), Kester - 
2:54.51 (8th), Bailey 3:10.44 (14th)

200-meter dash
FM - Bella Baier - 31.72 (11th), Gilpen 
- 33.57 (16th), Wondra 35.54 (20th)

400-meter hurdles
FM - Elizabeth Miller - 1:20.29 (3rd)

1500-meter run
FM - Howardson 5:18.84 (1st), 
Cayleigh Smith 6:09.74 (10th), 
Hellman 6:24.04 (15th)

4x100-meter relay
FM - Bailey, Gilpen, Sanford, Elizabeth 
Miller - 1:00.15 (9th), Scheafer, Wondra, 
Fincher and Almeida - 1:08.12 (10th)

4x400-meter relay
FM - McVey, Mendez, Howardson and 
Schneider - 4:42.25 (6th), Smith, Baier, 
Baxter and Lexi Miller - 5:10.32 (8th)

Team Rankings
1- Benton VH - 139, 2 - Mt. Pleas-
ant - 122, 3 - Washington - 101, 
4 - Clear Creek-Amana - 88, 
5 - FM - 69, 6 - Albia - 60.

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.steffweld.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.itsonus.org
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Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
IN WEST POINT

• New Construction completed in 2017
• 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
• 3 Car Garage
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Spacious Yard
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops &
  Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

26 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Fire Place
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• Covered Rear Porch
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Flooring
• Upgraded Kitchen with High End Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

NEW CONSTRUCTION

A time for new beginnings
When that includes a new home for you, let Hope help!

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G • Fort Madison

www.hopeassociatesre.com
www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the 
area and we can show all of them to you. 

Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $2499

Up to 150 words & 1 photo
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

OPEN HOUSE
APRIL 27 • 4:30-7PM

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

25 Green Oak Court, Fort Madison Iowa
New Construction Built in 2017

• Spacious Lot and a Half Yard
• 3 Car Garage
• Granite Counter Tops
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite
• 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement
• Modern Open Floor Plan
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Great Central Location
• Upgraded Kitchen with Upper Glass Cabinetry

All Green Oak Homes come with
warranties and low utility bills!

Contact Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website 
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen 
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/Green-Oak-Development-Fort-Madison-Iowa-272149362939994/
https://www.facebook.com/Green-Oak-Development-Fort-Madison-Iowa-272149362939994/
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Green-Oak-Development-Fort-Madison-Iowa-272149362939994/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
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(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

A time for
new beginnings

When that includes a new home
for you, let Hope help!

There are hundreds of great listings in the area and we can show
all of them to you. Give us a call today or click here to search them!

2BR • 2BA • 3 car garage
1,404 sq. ft. • 1.42 acres

Upgrades, improvements, updates...call it 
what you like, this home has had MANY 
in the last 2 plus years. This seller has com-
pletely refurbished the hill to the north of 
the home with new landscaping finishes. 
This is a must see property!!! It has enough 
room for your family and then some!!!

3098 County Road 103
Listing #20164991 • $129,900

4BR • 2BA • 2 car garage
1,260 sq. ft. • 4.59 acres

Custom Designed, Energy Efficient home with an open 
floor plan, cathedral ceilings, on a hard surface road. In-
cludes large deck extends the entire back length of the 
house, master bedroom that opens up to the back deck, 
jack and jill master bath and second bedroom. The prop-
erty also includes an oversized 2 car garage with a heated 
workshop attached. 

3684 Argyle Road, Keokuk
Listing #20164982 • $191,500

NEW

LISTINGS!

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725 • $92,000

This spacious home has it all, the char-
acter of a turn of the century home; 
beautiful woodwork, beamed ceil-
ings, window seat, columns, and large 
covered front porch, yet also includes 
MANY updates. Call today for your 
private viewing!

4BR • 1.50BA
1,706 sq. ft. • 7,250 sq. ft. lot

4911 Bluff Road
Listing #20164861 • $157,500

3BR • 1.75BA • 2 car garage
1,772 sq. ft. • 0.57 acres

Great family home with LOTS OF 
NEW! New kitchen, bathroom, win-
dows, most flooring, wrap around 
deck, ceiling fans, light fixtures, fur-
nace and central air! Beautiful neutral 
decor and window treatments make 
this a must see! All this and a 2 car 
heated garage. 

3BR • 1BA • 2 car garage
1,488 sq. ft. • 16,247 sq. ft. lot

Has been owned by this seller since 
1960!!! Large eat-in kitchen with new-
ly tiled floor includes stove, micro-
wave, washer and dryer, main floor 
laundry (in bedroom), formal dining 
room with built-in hutch, and spa-
cious living room. The house sits on a 
HUGE lot and has a nice 2 car garage 
in back. Home has Gas Heat and cen-
tral air with maintenance-free siding 
on house and garage.

1703 Avenue L
Listing #20165151 • $55,900

1708 Avenue G
Listing #20165237 • $92,500

This UPDATED, MOVE-IN READY, 
CHARMING 3 bedroom home will 
make an awesome family home!!! This 
gem has all new windows through-
out, exterior doors, deck, plumbing, & 
NEW roof on house & garage. So come 
check it out! This is a MUST SEE!!!

3BR • 1BA
1,432 sq. ft. • 5,500 sq. ft. lot

http://seia.rapmls.com
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3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage
928 sq. ft. • 1,087 sq. ft. lot

Very nice maintenancefree 
home by Lincoln School with a 
75 X 145 fenced yard, nice pa-
tio, fire pit and child’s play set! 
Some very nice built-ins, some 
original hardwood flooring, full 
basement including laundry 
area. Also find extra parking, 
garage and carport area on the 
paved alley. 
Listing #20164148 • $72,500

5BR • 3BA
3,119 sq. ft. 

14,500 sq. ft. lot
From the period wrought iron 
fencing to the amazing stained 
oak staircase...from the impres-
sive arches to the large wrap 
porch, this beautiful turn of 
the century (20th) home offers 
all the beauty and elegance of 
that era. This is a beautifully ap-
pointed home with all the mod-
ern conveniences. There is an 
extra large lot for your family to 
enjoy!!
Listing #20162159 • $164,000

3BR • 3BA
2,754 sq. ft.

3,550 sq. ft. lot
Gorgeous, turn-key home with 
large patio minimum mainte-
nance. UPDATES GALORE!!! 
Practically perfect in every way, 
this 1841 home includes the lat-
est improvements while keep-
ing its Victorian charm. 
Listing #23006122 • $99,999

REDUCED

5BR • 2.50BA • 2 car garage
2,834 sq. ft.

14,868 sq. ft. lot
Amazing family home on a 
large corner lot in Farmington, 
IA. 2 fireplaces, beautiful wood-
work, a beautiful open front 
porch, a large yard and an over-
sized garage!! 
Listing #20164117 • $127,500

5BR • 1.75BA • 1 car garage
1,904 sq. ft.• 1,903 sq. ft. lot
Great family home on large 
corner lot in the middle of Ft. 
Madison. Large living / dining 
area with original craftsman 
woodwork and built-ins, 14 x 
22 garage on the alley with 2 
additional storage sheds. Nice 
front porch, rear deck, and a 
great sunroom on the East.

Listing #20162346
$86,950

2BR • 1BA • 1 car garage
1,224 sq. ft.

7,250 sq. ft. lot
A house with character! Wrap-
around porch, original hard-
wood in formal dining room/
living room combo, main floor 
laundry, nice size eat-in kitch-
en including appliances, din-
ing room has original fireplace, 
basement and 1 car garage.
Listing #20162543 • $53,000

2BR • 1BA • 2 car garage
930 sq. ft. • 7,280 sq. ft. lot

This 2 bedroom home in Mon-
trose has been a rental property 
and sells as is. Priced way below 
assessed value to sell quickly!
Listing #20164279 • $38,500

3 BR • 2 BA • 2 car garage 
1,168 sq. ft. • 0.54 acres

Lovely family home comfort-
ably situated at the end of a 
cul de sac, where you can en-
joy the woods and the privacy! 
There is an inviting deck off the 
back of the home overlooking 
the woods and beautiful vinyl 
fencing. There are newer me-
chanicals and a newer roof, 2 
fireplaces and lots of storage!! 
Don’t miss out on this beauty.
Listing #20163951 • $129,000

PENDING

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

3 BR • 2 BA • 2 car garage 
1,168 sq. ft. • 0.54 acres

Quality and beauty! Many up-
dates and upgrades including 
a new concrete patio/carport 
with surround sound and mood 
lighting, new kitchen, bath and 
lighting throughout. This is 
an AMAZING house that you 
MUST see to appreciate!!!
Listing #20164622 • $88,000

REDUCED

3 BR • 2 BA • 1 car garage 
2,260 sq. ft.

6,784 sq. ft. lot
Lots of new! Semi open floor 
plan, new flooring, great open 
basement family space, and 
many updates including heat/
air units, kitchen back splash, 
counters and more! Fenced in 
back yard with stamped con-
crete patio and awning. Call 
today to see this great home 
in a quiet neighborhood.
Listing #20164544 • $139,900

PENDING

http://seia.rapmls.com
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3BR • 1.75BA • 1 car garage
888 sq. ft. • 9,450 sq. ft. lot

RARE RANCH with large 
fenced back yard and attached 
garage! Updated windows and 
kitchen, newer HVAC and wa-
ter heater. Family Room in the 
basement. Just waiting for your 
own personal touch!
Listing #20163423 • $74,900

Land
50.82 acres

2,213,719 sq. ft.
Ideal 50 acre m/l parcel to de-
velop. Close to new 4-8 Middle 
School and Baxter Rec Plex. 
TREMENDOUS DEVELOP-
MENT OPPORTUNITY.
Listing #20162779 • $559,020

Land
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Just outside city limits, perfect 
for housing development or 
small farm for horses or small 
livestock, over half tillable. 
City water is available. 30’ X 
60’ building is totally insulated, 
heated and air conditioned with 
200 amp service.
Listing #20162574 • $249,000

3 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage 
1,248 sq. ft. • 0.37 acres

Well-kept ranch on a beautiful, 
large corner lot in West Point, 
IA. New wooden privacy fence 
surrounding the entire back 
yard. There is also an attached 
garage and storage shed. A large 
wooden deck leads to the front 
door where you can sit and en-
joy those beautiful Iowa sum-
mer sunsets! PLUS a covered 
deck in the back for those rainy 
days. This house is a rare find.
Listing #20164234 • $119,900

2BR • 1.75BA • 2 car garage
679 sq. ft. • 6,500 sq. ft. lot

Nice, small home. Seller has 
purchased and remodeled. Ex-
cellent condition.
Listing #20164161 • $62,500

4 BR • 1.75 BA
3 car garage • 2,052 sq. ft. 

8,700 sq. ft. lot
Beautiful 4 bedroom home with 
large rooms, recently redecorat-
ed and ready to move into. This 
home features stainless steel 
appliances, main floor laundry, 
eat in kitchen and formal din-
ing room, main floor office or 
bedroom, open staircase, large 
living room and big bedrooms. 
Newer roof, siding and gutters 
on house. 24’ X 36’ insulated 
garage and workshop, plus car-
port. Large wrap porch great 
location near Old Settlers Park.
Listing #20163776 • $129,500

REDUCED

2BR • 1BA
1,144 sq. ft.

3,625 sq. ft. lot
Move-in ready with many up-
dates including kitchen WITH 
appliances, fresh paint, newer 
electrical (100 AMP breaker), 
new water lines at street and 
more! The home is clean as a 
whistle and ready to move in!

Listing #20161431 • $42,500

SOLD

3 BR • 2.50 BA
2 car garage  • 1,194 sq. ft. 

10,400 sq. ft. lot
Great family home is move-in 
ready. Nice-sized kitchen with 
all appliances, dining area, and 
nice living room all on the up-
per level. Completely re-mod-
eled family room with a wood 
burning fireplace on lower lev-
el. Many updates include newer 
flooring, roof and HVAC system. 

Listing #20164531 $114,900

Let Hope help 
you find your 
next home!

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

2 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage 
528 sq. ft. • 5,600 sq. ft. lot

Super deal on this cream puff 
home, offering 2 bedrooms, 
1 bath, new roof, newer win-
dows, siding and REALLY nice 
garage!
Listing #20164597 • $29,900

SOLD

2 car garage • 2,527 sq. ft.
UNIQUELY beautiful 9.38 
river bluff acreage. This home 
boasts many updates includ-
ing complete master suite, heat 
and A/C, Septic system, deck, 
roof & gutters, flooring,and the 
list goes on. This private prop-
erty includes fenced in barn 
area for animal lovers, mature 
fruit trees plus trees have been 
dropped for a beautiful pan-
oramic river view that will last 
for years! Owner also plans to 
leave a John Deer mower and 
new snow blower!!
Listing #20162733 • $269,000

PENDING

http://seia.rapmls.com


tax funding option. Wise 
said he could see that 
being part of that overall 
picture.

After the meeting, Wise 
said funding is going to be 
an ongoing conversation 
at the state level.

“I think it’s going to be 
an annual conversation 
between the legislature 
and the governor,” he said. 
“From the department 
perspective, we certainly 
can’t ignore the funding 
issues because it’s a reality 
in whatever school I go 
into. At the same time, as 
director I’m focused on 
the programming and im-
plementation of these big, 
ambitious state policies 
and how we can support 
districts in their local 
implementation.”

After the lunch, Wise 
was then shown the 
Makers Space and dis-
cussed with senior Jack 
Marek the work currently 
going on in the room. 
He was then shown the 
21st century room and 
the Internet connected 
study tables and the open 
space configuration that 
encourages collaborative 
learning.

The tour moved to Lin-
coln Elementary where 
Wise visited an early be-
ginnings room where stu-
dents were engaged with 
a “Hissing” cockroach. He 
then moved through the 
hallways and spoke with 
Principal Tracy King, who 
discussed programming 
and the condition of the 
building.

“You 
know what 
I always 
look for in 
buildings 
is what is 
happening 
with the 

kids. And are the teachers 
able to reach the kids and 
create a good learning 
environment. We only 
had a chance to go to one 
class, but clearly engaged 
students with a thoughtful 
enthusiastic teacher. There 
are physical plant needs, 
but some good learning 
going on.”

One area that hurts the 
district is open enrollment 
and Wise said that issue 
is good for some and bad 
for others.

“It depends on perspec-

tive,” he said. “Largely 
it can be seen as a good 
thing to the parents 
to have that element 
of choice in education 
opportunities within the 
public system. Certainly 
some districts benefit 
and some lose students. 
But then I think that’s 
where local importance of 
education comes in and 
determining at the local 
level what needs to be 
done.”

Slater told Wise the Fort 
Madison district has one 
of the largest footprints 
in the state so there are 
families within the district 
that live closer to other 
districts so families move 
students to those closer 
districts.

But overall Wise said he 
was very impressed with 
the students at the high 

school and their engage-
ment.

“I’m always impressed 
with students and the 
student group here was 
no exception,” he said. 
“Being able to visit with 
the handful that came 
into speak with us about 
the Makers Space at the 
high school was a high-
light, but I always love 
it when board members 
come to the visit and it 
doesn’t always happen. 
Today they had great, 
thoughtful questions and 
were really easy to engage. 
Seeing that board support 
was really exciting. Seeing 
all that...the student voice 
and the administrator 
and the board support all 
together and engaged was 
really good. Now it’s just 
a question of how we can 
help.”
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From the Front

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• I-Smile Silver® 
• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• Immunizations
• Child / Adolescent 

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Like us on Facebook!

Wise impressed with district’s overall engagement
WISE - Continued from Page 1

Iowa Director of the Department of Education Ryan Wise, seated next 
to FMHS Principal Greg Smith, standing, listens to FMHS’s Sierra How-
ardson far right foreground, talk about the 20th Century Room and how 
the students vision was incorporated into the project.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMHS student Jack Marek talks with Wise about the Maker’s Space 
Room and how Marek is helping organize and inventory the room in 
preparation for upcoming projects. There is also a little Iowa. vs Iowa 
St. ribbing in the conversation.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“Seeing all 
that, the student 

voice and the 
administrator and 
the board support 
all together and 
engaged was 

really good. Now 
it’s just a 

question of how 
we  can help.”

 -Ryan Wise
Director, Iowa Dept. of 

Education

SLATER

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://tkef.org/
https://htccampaign.org
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