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Jillian Menke sits on Santa’s lap and gives him some insight into her good behavior this year 
and what she’d like for Christmas. Jillian was visiting Santa and making cookies at the Fort 
Madison YMCA Saturday morning with her family.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCA visit with St. Nick

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

A typical day off 
turns a bit atypical
Ginnie and I try to do things together on her days 

off. Often in the middle of the week, we go to movies, 
shop, and have lunch out. Since it might be a Tuesday 
or Wednesday, in all likelihood, we will be the only 
ones in the theater, which I sort of enjoy, like we’re get-
ting away with something. Unusual things happen, you 
can’t make this stuff up. Ginnie has learned to expect 
the unexpected, to go with the flow.

On her last day off we stopped at a convenience store 
for a pit stop. We were standing in line at the checkout 
when we saw an ambulance pull up to the store, it’s 
lights whirring. We wondered if there was a medical 
emergency that we were not aware of. The paramedics 
got out of the ambulance, went around to its rear and 
opened the door. A man with nothing on except a med-
ical gown, got out of the ambulance, and walked hur-
riedly into the convenience store to use the restroom. 
The back end of his gown was flapping open, exposing 
his rear portions, as is typical of medical gowns. Evi-
dently, the patient was being transported and had to 
use the restroom. Ginnie and I were speechless.

We decided to have coffee. We were sitting in their 
little break area when a convenience-store clerk came 
up to wipe off the tables. I noticed something on her lip 
that I thought she was unaware off. I figured she might 
like to know, so I pulled out my hankie and offered to 
wipe it off. She said, “Oh, that’s my lip-ring hole. You’re 
the second person today that’s tried to do that.” Ginnie 
just about cracked up.

As a special treat, I took Ginnie to a book store/coffee 
house that also serves food. It’s a great atmosphere for 
reading, sipping latte, and having lunch. The place was 
very busy as it was the noon hour. I couldn’t help but 
notice that there was a gentleman sitting very quietly 
by himself in the middle of the room. He had his eyes 
closed and his hands folded in this lap. I watched him 
for a few minutes. I came to the conclusion that he was 
meditating. A person who was leaving came up and 
tapped the meditator on the shoulder. The fellow didn’t 

WEEKEND SPORTS RECAP
Nikes hand FMHS two Saturday losses

Hounds can’t keep pace with 
hot-shooting Nikes

Lady Hounds battling illness, 
injuries in seeking first win

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON - It wasn’t the same team that pulled 
away from Danville earlier this week when Fort Madison 
junior Jayden Fedler hit a career high 41 
points.

The Bloodhounds boys basketball team 
was beaten in just about every aspect of the 
game as Burlington Notre Dame ripped off 
a 72-40 win over Fort Madison Saturday 
Night at Father Minnet Gym in Burlington.

Fedler sat half the game on the bench after 
Notre Dame’s Ryle Koenig blocked two of his first shots 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON - Fort Madison Head Coach Todd 
McGhghy said with a smile after his Lady Hounds 
dropped a 60-42 loss to Burlington Notre 
Dame Saturday night, “We’re close.”

When pushed to explain how 0-8 Fort 
Madison is close, McGhghy said the Lady 
Hounds are 10% away from a win. Ten 
percent more points a quarter, 10% fewer 
turnovers, and 10% more rebounds.

“I told the girls in the locker room, we’re 
close and they said, ‘How close’ and I told ‘em...10%”, 

WILSONMCGHGHY

See GIRLS HOOPS, page 4 See BOYS HOOPS, page 5 See SWARM, page 3
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Opinion/Current-Lee

Confidence
Feel good about your smile.

And your dentist.

Now accepting new patients.

Fort MadisoN Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm

726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

www.drmarkdds.com

May your holidays be 
merry and bright.

Harvestville Farm Christmas Season
Nov. 17 - Dec. 23

Mondays - Saturdays 9am - 5pm
Sundays 11am - 4pm

The Pitchfork Café  
Mondays - Saturdays 11am - 2pm

beginning Nov. 26

Pictures with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10am -  2pm

Harvestville Farm
1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558

info@harvestvillefarm.com •www.harvestvillefarm.com

CURRENT-LEE
Tree of Love Gatherings
The Lee County Health Department is hosting a series of gatherings to help 
with holiday healing after a loss. The events are on Wednesday Dec. 19th 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at 3 John Bennett Drive in Fort Madison.

Downtown Enchanted Forest
The Fort Madison downtown Enchanted Forest will be open from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Lee County Bank Building at 803 Avenue G on Dec. 22 with visits 
with Santa from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Caregivers Connection at The Kensington
The Kensington hosts this monthly gathering to help educate attendees about 
all dementia types. Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of every month in The 
Kensington’s private dining room, 2210 Avenue H in Fort Madison. Call 319-
372-4233 to RSVP or for more information. The December luncheon will not 
be held due to the Christmas holiday. The next luncheon will be held January 
22, 2019.

Fort Madison Day at Carver-Hawkeye Arena
Tickets are now on sale for the Iowa vs. Bryant University on Dec. 29, 2018 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are available at the Fort Madison Partners office at 614 9th 
Street through Dec. 13. Prices are $15 for adults, $10 for youth and $5 if you 
want to ride a Trailways Bus to the game.

Senior Community BINGO at The Kensington
Each month on the second Wednesday of the month, The Kensington hosts 
Senior Community BINGO at 2 p.m. in their dining room at 2210 Avenue H 
in Fort Madison. All seniors are welcome and cash prizes are awarded. De-
cember’s BINGO games will be held Wednesday, January 9.

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly 
visible CURRENT-LEE section in increments of 25 
words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit orga-
nizations are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 
25 words and $3 per photo. To place your listing, 
click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are 
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-

rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA

Pen City Current
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current 
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Nissa Rung, Advertising
(319).520.8953

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Advertising
(319).470.0622

sross@pencitycurrent.com

budge. I have never witnessed a person 
meditating in public before. I thought 
one usually did that in private. Maybe he 
had missed his morning meditation and 
needed to catch up. Different strokes for 
different folks. Ginnie thought it unusual 
also.

While Ginnie and I were reading and 
eating, there were two separate groups of 
people standing in the middle of the busy room, doing nothing but conversing. They 
stood there for the longest time, not bothering to sit down, just yakking it up, having 
a gay old time, like long lost friends. I was pleased to see, in our fast paced, intercon-
nected world, people still talking and enjoying each others’ company.

A homeless person came in to warm up. No one seemed to mind. I was quite 
impressed when one of the members of the yakking-it-up group, stopped and bought 
the homeless person a cup of coffee. The homeless person was quite appreciative, sip-
ping the coffee and warming his hands around the cup. He had on fingerless gloves. 
I have never understood the purpose of fingerless gloves, unless you’re trying to be 
cool. When I’m outdoors doing chores, it’s my fingers that get cold first.

The meditator came out of his trance and, wouldn’t you know it, went for his 
smartphone first thing. Electronics win!

Ginnie wiggled her eyebrows up and down—just another one of her days off, with 
Curt, in the middle of the week.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read at 
106.3 FM in Farmington.

People watching makes for 
an interesting double day off
SWARM- Continued from Page 1

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com


4 - Pen City Current - Monday, December 17, 2018

Sports/Lottery Numbers

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

 12/15 MID-DAY
5 2 3

12/15 EVENING
5 0 0

 12/15 MID-DAY
0 3 9 0

12/15 EVENING
7 7 0 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

12/15
8 38 43 52 55 
Powerball: 17
Power Play: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 12/15
16 18 35 36 48

Star Ball: 2
All Star Bonus: 3

McGhghy said. He is in 
his first year in a re-boot 
of the FMHS girls basket-
ball team.

Fort Madison hung 
with the Nikes in the first 
period with the game just 
two points apart at 12-10 
with 1:24 remaining.

Senior Braxtyn McGh-
ghy hit a three pointer 
at the 2:08 mark from 
the left wing to give Fort 
Madison a 10-7 lead, but 
Notre Dame responded 
with a 3-ball from Maddie 
Stutsman. Fort Madison 
committed back-to-back 
turnovers and then the 
Nike’s Taylor Ackerman 
converted from just out-
side the lane to give Notre 
Dame its first lead of the 
game at 12-10.

Fort Madison called a 
:30 time out to quash the 
momentum and then Ky-
lie Cashman committed a 
foul right out of the time 
out and Ackerman con-
verted both free throws.

Brandy Walker, who’s 
starting to find her stride 
shooting inside the lane 
in traffic, converted to cut 
the lead to 12-14 but three 
straight turnovers led to 
an Ackerman 3-pointer 
at the top of the key to 

set the first quarter with 
Notre Dame up 17-12.

The Lady Hounds 
shooting then went cold 
for about two periods. 
Aside from a Walker 
bucket, where she yanked 
down a rare offensive re-
bound off an Anna Kester 
miss, FMHS wouldn’t 
convert another bucket 
until the 5:51 mark of the 
third period when senior 
Jassmine Bass scored in-
side. But with that bucket, 
the Hounds were down 
40-23.

Bass would convert a 
free throw at 4:31 in the 
third as the only other 
point in the quarter for 
Fort Madison as the Nikes 
pulled away 44-24 at the 
end of three.

The Hounds’ leading 
scorer, Maddie Rashid, 
was held to just four 
points in the first half. 
She got hot in the fourth 
quarter when Fort Mad-
ison had cut the lead to a 
dozen. Rashid scored on 
a drive from the right side 
and was fouled by Notre 
Dame’s Molly Johnson. 
Rashid missed the freebie 
but the bucket cut the 
Nikes’ lead to 47-35 with 
five minutes left.

The Bloodhounds held 
Notre Dame without a 
bucket in the fourth quar-
ter until Johnson scored 
from about 8 feet along 
the baseline at the 4:37 
mark. Then the Nikes’ 
Riley Todd hit a long 
3-pointer to shut down 
the Fort Madison come-
back attempt.

Kester and Rashid led 
Fort Madison with 10 
points each. Bass had 
eight points and Walk-
er added seven. Nadia 
Boeding and McGhghy 
each finished with three 
and Dalyn Wondra added 
a free throw.

McGhghy said he was 
impressed with the effort 
the girls gave and said get-
ting that first win is key to 
the girls’ confidence they 
can play with the other 
schools in the area.

“Again, they didn’t 
give up. They played 32 
minutes,” he said. “We got 
some really good looks 
at shots again, and those 
baskets will come. We 
just need to get that win. 
We thought we could get 
one here and there were 
others here the past week 
or so that we should have 
won.”

McGhghy: Hounds close to first win
GIRLS HOOPS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com
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Sports/Weather

Anytime Anywhere Access
to Your Checking Account

Apply for a
Debit Card today!

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Convenience

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 17 Dec

Sunny
High– 35.5º F | Low – 21.2º F

TUE 18 Dec

Mostly Sunny
High– 40.3º F | Low – 32.9º F

WED 19 Dec

Sunny
High– 42.6º F | Low – 36.5º F

THU 20 Dec

Sunny
High– 34.8º F | Low – 29.4º F

FRI 21 Dec

Sunny
High– 34.6º F | Low – 34.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

leaving Fedler visibly frustrated. So much so at one point, 
Head Coach Ryan Wilson met him at the free throw line 
on a time out to try and motivate his post player.

But Notre Dame kept Fort Madison’s entire team at bay 
as the Hounds only managed 15-44 shooting on the night. 
Senior Logan Rashid was just 4 of 15 on the night, but 
finished with 12 points to lead Fort Madison.

The Hounds fell behind quickly 9-0 on three straight 
3-pointers, two from Gavin Kies and one from Mitchell 
Brent. Hound freshman Dayton Davis countered with a 
3-ball, but the Nikes’ Ryle Koenig hit one of his own to 
keep Fort Madison at bay.  Fort Madison would miss its 
next four shots from the field and trail 3-17 before senior 
Brandon Keester would score underneath and get fouled 
by Koenig. Keester missed the free throw and Notre Dame 
would race to the other end and feed Axel Tjaden for a 
bucket and a comfortable 19-5 lead for the Nikes.

Davis would connect on another 3-ball for Fort Mad-
ison, but that would be all the scoring they would get in 
the first quarter as Notre Dame, on a 7-0 run to end the 
quarter, held a 26-8 lead.

Head Coach Ryan Wilson said the Hounds had no ur-
gency and hung their heads after the early poor start.

“Our effort was horrible,” he said. “From the tip we just 
acted like we didn’t even wanna be here tonight. We were 
content beating Danville by nine on Thursday and we 
were just going through the motions. We thought Notre 
Dame was gonna come in and lay down. We hung our 
heads. We had no urgency.... no nothing.”

The shooting woes continued for Fort Madison as it 
seemed the quick, lanky Nikes had an answer for every 
drive, every quick pass, and every scheme the Hounds 

set up. Fort Madison hit just 2 of 12 from the field in the 
second quarter as Notre Dame raced out to a 42-13 lead at 
halftime behind Koenig’s eight points.

Fedler started the second half with a quick bucket in 
the lane, but then Fort Madison committed two quick 
turnovers on the Nike end and another block of a Fedler 
inside move had the Hounds on their heels again. After 
Kies scored to make it 46-15, Rashid and Fedler would 
get back-to-back buckets, but Notre Dame’s Nick Skerik 
would have an answer for that with a 3-pointer from the 
left wing. Kies would hit another 3-ball. Parker Denning 
would get on the board with a jumper from about 11 feet 
to make it 23-52. Notre Dame would go on a 9-4 run 
through the final four minutes for a lopsided 63-28 lead at 
the end of three.

The Hounds only got seven shots off in the final period 
and couldn’t make a dent in the large Nike cushion and 
Wilson began substituting heavily with about three min-

utes left in the contest.
Fedler finished with 11 points, followed by Davis’ eight. 

Keester had six on the night and Denning had three to 
round out the scoring for Fort Madison.

Wilson said the Hounds practiced everything the Nikes 
could throw at them, but just couldn’t get anything going 
and they knew the Nikes would key on Fedler early.

“When you come out and score 41 points, of course 
they were going to be ready for you,” Wilson said. “But we 
talked about everything these guys were going to do to us 
and our kids knew what they were going to do. We just 
didn’t execute. There was a huge lack of urgency and will 
out on the floor tonight I thought.”

The 3-4 Hounds host Washington on Tuesday night at 
the HoundDome and then travel to Mt. Pleasant to wrap 
things up before the holiday break. The Bloodhounds will 
have played nine of their 21 regular season games before 
the break.

Wilson: Bloodhounds lacked urgency and will to win
BOYS HOOPS - Continued from Page 1

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/debit
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
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Classifieds

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

High School 
Spanish Teacher
Holy Trinity Catholic High 
School is seeking a Span-
ish Teacher for Spanish I-IV. 
Applicants must be licensed 
in the state of Iowa and pos-
sess a strong knowledge of 
high school foreign language 
teaching methods, learn-
ing styles and education re-
search.

Please send resumes and 
references to 

brenda.graham@holytrinity-
schools.org

Talented and 
Gifted Teacher

Holy Trinity Catholic School 
is seeking a part time Tal-
ented and Gifted Teacher 
(K-12). Applicants must be 
licensed in the state of Iowa 
and have knowledge of best 
practice in delivering talented 
and gifted services within the 
framework of a results-driven 
system.

Please send resumes and 
references to 

brenda.graham@holytrinity-
schools.org

the classifieds
HELP WANTED APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Place your ad
online 24/7

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm 1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Advertise your 
service business

90 days • 
Only $2499

Up to 150 words 
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@
pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
mailto:brenda.graham@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:brenda.graham@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:brenda.graham@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:brenda.graham@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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