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RiverFest 2019 ready to roll
Kachunga and the Alligator 
bring quiver to the river

Kachunga and the Alligator will bring excitement and education to fes-
tival-goers at RiverFest 2019 for four days of shows starting Thursday. 
Photo courtesy of Kachunga.

Photos courtesy of Kachunga.com

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – It’s okay to go 
to the water’s edge at RiverFest 2019 
to skip a rock or enjoy the vista, but 
during this year’s festival stay in your 
seat at the Kachunga and the Alligator 
Show.

Billed by the Detroit News as “The 
#1 reason to attend the Michigan State 
Fair!”, the committee for RiverFest 
2019 Presented by Frank Millard & Co. 
Inc., has brought an American bush-
man to Riverview Park to wrestle with 
300lbs of reptile, right in your face.

Kachunga bushman Bert Lucas says 
the 25-minute shows will be educa-
tional, with a little bit of humor and a 
lot of caution.

One of the alligators in the show this 
week has only been with the program 
for two months and is still very wild.

“We have one that is just two months 
with us, and the other one we’ve had 
for about a year. The one that was 
caught two months ago has never 
been used in a show, so in his mind 
he’s gonna die and he’s going to defend 
himself with his life,” Lucas said.

He said fans will hear, and actual-
ly see, how the defense mechanisms 
are trigged with American alligators, 
which he said is geared toward a better 
understanding of their instincts and 
behaviors.

That understanding will help protect 
people who venture into the south-
eastern United States on vacations and 
trips to stay safe when around those 
waterways.

Lucas said there were three fatali-
ties with alligators in the US last year 
alone, and four years ago a two-year-
old boy was killed at a Disney World 
resort.

“Florida has seen their fare share of 
attacks and fatalities,” he said. “One 
of the more prominent one was four 
years ago when a family from Nebras-
ka was visiting Disney World staying 
at a resort and the boy was killed by a 
7-foot alligator.”

Lucas said the boy got down close 
to a water’s edge on the resort at about 
dusk when alligators get active and the 
tragedy occurred.

“As a result of people feeding alliga-

City Manager could have new police chief picked by Friday
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison City Manager 
David Varley said the city could have a new police chief 
selected by the end of the week.

Varley said Wednesday morning that the candidate 
pool was narrowed down to three with panel interviews 
being conducted on those three candidates. None of 
the three are currently within the city’s police depart-
ment.

The city had hired an outside firm to narrow the list 

of candidates and he took that list to the 
city’s Civil Service Commission meeting 
and they narrowed that list to six. Varley, 
who according to city code has authority 
to hire the police chief, confirmed that 
some of the six that made it to his desk 
are currently on the police department.

Varley said he couldn’t at this point, 
make any additional comments on the candidates, but 
said he pared the list down to three.

He said the candidates have requested that the pro-
cess be done confidentially in part because the candi-

dates currently have positions.
“I can’t tell you much because when this stuff gets out 

it hurts the city, but I can tell you that when I’m ready 
to make an announcement I’ll send an email to council 
and then we’ll send a press release out.”

Varley said he had a few more calls to make and 
some negotiating to finish up.

“But if everything works out within two days I should 
know something final,” he said.

He said the person could be in place by Sept. 1 and 

See ALLIGATOR, page 8

See POLICE, page 3

VARLEY
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OBITUARIES

RAYMOND L. DONALDSON
Raymond L. Donaldson, 59, of Donnellson, passed away at 11:15 PM on Monday, 

July 29, 2019 at The Madison.
He was born on October 9, 1959 in Burlington, IA to Edward and 

Betty Graham Donaldson. Ray worked production at Metromail and 
Hawkeye Steel in Houghton. He enjoyed mushrooming, hunting, 
fishing, racing, camping, shooting pool for the Eagle’s and riding his 
motorcycle. His favorite movie was Avatar.

Survivors include three brothers, Robert (Joyce) Donaldson, Ryan 
Donaldson and Richard (Cammie) Donaldson all of Ft. Madison; 
seven nephews and ten nieces. He was preceded in death by his par-

ents and a sister, Regina. Even though Raymond never had any children he had a cat 
named buddy that mirrored him.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, August 10, 2019 at 5 PM at the Ft. 
Madison Eagles Club. Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.
com

DONALDSON

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor

I’m writing this letter 
to voice some concerns I 
have as a member of this 
community. A May 22, 
2019 article of the Pen City 
Current, which was titled, 
“City approves using sheriff 
as interim police chief ” con-
tains some points of which 
I would like to address. The 
following took place prior 
to the council voting on the 
measure.

County Supervisor Rich 
Harlow brought up when 
Bruce Niggemeyer was 
Chief. Harlow said Nigge-
meyer left because of the 
“heat” he was getting as 
chief. He said there are also 
reasons why Sittig is leaving.

Councilman Greenwald 
responded, “I want to go to 
the truth with you. Council’s 
bullying the police chiefs 
let’s go right to that. We’ve 
been bullying chiefs of po-
lice for a long time…that’s 
the elephant in the room.”

Would Councilman Gre-
enwald respond by a letter 
to the editor in which we 
would first determine who 
he is pertaining to when he 
mentions that “we’ve been 
bullying the chiefs”? Second, 
Mr. Greenwald, why do you 
and your fellow bullies feel 
you have the right to intim-
idate and bully the chief ’s 
position? Third, what makes 
you an authority on police 
management?

Duane Sherwood’s letter 
to the editor in the Daily 
Democrat on May 13 men-
tions the issue of “amateur 
authorities in City hall 
on Law Enforcement”. In 

addition, Leroy Lannenfeld’s 
letter on May 16 makes a 
point on “Bully politics”. 
I encourage you to go to 
both websites and click onto 
“Opinions” for full content.

I do not believe that the 
other six council members 
are involved in this con-
duct. They and the county 
supervisors have been given 
a “false narrative” as well as 
a “Manufactured Crisis” by 
the bullies who have shown 
a continuing pattern of 
micromanaging the chief ’s 
position. Those whom they 
could not control, they 
forced out.

They now have someone 
in charge who they want 
and are willing to spend 
tax payers dollars when it 
was not necessary or could 
have been made available 
for the new chief. For a 
good explanation of how 
the council (Greenwald and 
his bullies) have treated the 
sheriff as opposed to past 
chiefs please read Nancy 
Estrada’s letter to the editor 
in the June 4th edition of 
the Democrat. It explains 
how the prior chiefs were 
denied funding and when 
the sheriff was named 
interim chief he was given 
everything that prior chiefs 
had been denied.

When this was vote on 
there were four FMPD cap-
tains and a chief with over 
125 years of experience.

The chief at the time 
who was Sittig, had over 
30 years experience in law 
enforcement, the last three 
years at the FMPD. One of 
the captains has seven years 
as chief and another was an 

interim chief for 11 months. 
Any one of the above could 
have been the interim chief 
but they did not meet the 
bully’s standards. Unfor-
tunately two of the prior 
chiefs were forced out 
because they did not meet 
the bully’s standards.

With this vote this coun-
cil allocated $50,000.00 to 
pay for the six month salary 
and benefits for a deputy to 
be onsite at the FMPD. In 
addition this same deputy 
would receive a weekly 
stipend of $250. The other 
two deputies would receive 
weekly stipends $190 and 
$150. That adds up to $590 
per week, $2,360 per month 
and $14,160 for the six 
months. That would total 
$64,160 allocated for the 
sheriff ’s department for the 
six months, which would be 
approximately $10,693.33 
per month being paid to 
the sheriff ’s department. 
Ironically, the city manager 
has found plenty of the tax-
payers’ money for the sheriff 
that he could not find for 
the prior chiefs. Refer to the 
Monday, May 20, article in 
the Daily Democrat titled, 
“Votes will allow Sheriff to 
oversee FMPD”.

Elected officials should 
not be allowed to use their 
positions of authority for 
their own personal agendas. 
The use of “false narratives” 
gives an inaccurate and 
self-serving depiction of our 
police department. The real 
problem lies within our city 
officials who choose to use 
micromanagement as a form 
of control.

Sam Lozano

Former chief wants councilman to 
respond to bullying comments 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2101539843215685/
http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Sports/From the Front

7/30 MID-DAY
0 2 4

7/30 EVENING
9 2 2

  7/30 MID-DAY
3 7 3 5

7/30 EVENING
0 7 8 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

7/30
10  24 28 33 38

Mega Ball: 6
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

No Plastic Bags
CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop 
off sites, or putting out your residential recycling bin 
for the pickup, please DO NOT put items in plastic 
bags. They are not recyclable at Great River Region-
al Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins

For a complete listing of what we do recycle, con-
tact your local City Hall, or one of our facilities for 
a service guide. Check with your local retail stores 
such as Hy-Vee or Walmart for their recycling ca-
pabilities. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation concerning this issue!!

possibly earlier if everything falls into place.
Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber has been serving as interim police chief since for-

mer Chief Tim Sittig resigned at the end of May. The Lee County Supervisors signed 
a six-month 28E agreement with the city for the services, but Varley said at the outset 
he was hoping three months would be more doable.

The city has been paying the county about $8,500 per month for the services of the 
sheriff ’s department, a figure close to what the city would have been paying for a full-
time police chief.

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – The Southeast Conference all-conference selections for soft-
ball were released today with either a Fort Madison or Keokuk player on each of the 
list.

Olivia Williams and Cassie Powers were both named first team all-conference. 
Ironically enough, Powers and Williams made up the pitching/catching combo for 
the Bloodhounds many nights.

Williams led Fort Madison at the plate with a batting average of .398. She also led 
in on base percentage at a clip of .483, slugging percentage at .469 percent, hits with 
39, tied for first in runs with 18 scored and was second on the team in RBIs with 14.

Powers, the Hounds’ ace, led in every pitching category with a 3.618 ERA, 1.337 
WHIP and collected 103 strikeouts with a final record of 6-8. Powers also finished in 
the top five on the team in hits on the season and was top five in RBIs with 11.

Vanessa Golowach and Kaitlyn Dennis both made the second team all-conference 
list for Fort Madison, while Abby Arrowood and Abby Thompson from Keokuk also 
finished on the second team list.

Golowach was third in hitting for the Bloodhounds with a batting average of .338, 
fourth in OBP at a .420 clip and was third in slugging percentage at .380. She also 
finished third on the team with 24 hits on the year. Dennis was fifth on the Blood-
hounds with a batting average of .321 and was second with an OBP of .457. She was 
also the second-best pitcher in Fort Madison’s rotation, finishing the season with a 
record of 6-7. She had a final ERA of 3.614, a WHIP of 1.479 and collected 41 strike-
outs.

Allison Helmick and Maycee Featheringill were named honorable mention, while 
Keokuk’s Gracie Koeber and Erika Kruse were also named honorable mention. 

Five different Bloodhounds made the academic all-conference list. Ivy Geerdes, 
Vanessa Golowach, Cassie Powers, Olivia Williams and Dalyn Wondra were all 
named to the academic list for Fort Madison, while Gracie Koeber made the aca-
demic list for Keokuk.

Powers, Williams named 
to Southeast 1st team

POLICE - Continued from Page 1

City would end 28E three months early

http://www.grrwa.com


BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

DONNELLSON – Many 
fathers dream that one day 
their son or daughter will 
not only follow in their 
footsteps, but be even 
better at everything they 
do in life.

Jason Hawk and Jason 
Hopp set the bar high for 
their sons, having been 
a part of the Class 3A 
baseball state title team in 
1989 when they went to 
Central Lee. Thirty years 
later, their sons Jaden 
Hawk and Tyler Hopp are 
following in their father’s 
footsteps, as Central Lee 
was back in the state tour-
nament this season.

“Honestly, it’s crazy, it 
really is,” Jason Hawk, 
who is an assistant coach 
on this season’s team, said. 
“These boys have worked 
so hard. I just want it for 
them. It’s deja vu, it really 
is.”

There are many similar-
ities between the 89 team 
and this season’s team. The 
fact both Hawk and Hopp 
have a son on the team 
just scratches the surface 
of the irony.

Jaden Hawk played 
shortstop. His dad played 
shortstop. Jason was a 

junior when Central Lee 
won state. Jaden was a 
junior this season. Central 
Lee had to get past Davis 
County to make it to the 
state tournament in 89, 
this season’s team had to 
get past Davis County. The 
89’ squad had a rain delay 
against Davis County. This 
season’s team had a rain 
delay against Davis Coun-
ty. In 89 the Hawks had 
two seniors, five juniors a 
sophomore and a fresh-
man starting. This season’s 
team had three seniors, 
four juniors a sophomore 
and a freshman starting.

“It’s just crazy how sim-
ilar these boys are to us,” 
Jason Hawk said. “No-
body ever picked us to do 
anything. We really didn’t 
get the credit and stuff 
for how good we were 
and the same with these 
boys. They’re not getting 
the credit. These boys are 
good.

“Up and down the line-
up, there’s nobody hitting 
under .300. That’s the way 
we had it. You didn’t care 
who was up to bat, you 
knew they could hit the 
ball back then and now. 
Each one of these kids 
contribute like we did.”

While all the similar-
ities seem uncanny and 

may almost seem like 
pre-determined destiny, 
both fathers know that the 
reason this season’s team 
went to state is all the hard 
work they put in, not the 
genes they inherited.

“These boys have con-
trolled their own destiny,” 
Jason Hopp said. “They’ve 
put in the hard work and 
the time and the effort. 
They control what they 
can control. We’ve hit the 
ball good all year-long, 
we’ve had good pitching 
and we’ve had a good 
defense.

“These guys have put 
the extra time and effort 
in so I would say they are 
in control of their own 
destiny.”

As a matter of fact, both 
fathers think this seasons 
squad is even better than 
the team that brought 
home the state title in 
1989.

“He says we’re a lot 
better than his team was,” 
Jaden Hawk said.

“He’s a lot better than 
I ever was,” Jason Hopp 
said about his son with a 
laugh. “He’s a big strong 
kid. I wasn’t that big in 
high school. Weightlifting 
has been a big push here 
now … I’m very proud of 
where he’s come from his 
freshman year to now. He’s 
definitely a lot better than 
the old man ever was.”

While Hawk was aware 
of the fact this marked 
the 30-year anniversary of 
Central Lee’s state title, he 
made it a point to keep it 
to himself and not make 
the kids feel pressured.

“When I got hired as an 
assistant coach last year I 
told the athletic director 
and Shane that I wouldn’t 
bring it up,” Hawk said. 
“I don’t want them to 
compare themselves to 

us. There’s no reason to 
do that. It’s a different era, 
different team, a different 
way to play baseball.

“We’ve talked about it 
a lot more now because 
I never did bring it up. 
I don’t want these boys 
to have any pressure and 
think they’re comparable 
to us because in my opin-
ion, this team’s better than 
we were. They are fast. We 
were decently fast, these 
guys steal a lot of bases, 
but they hit the ball.”

With Hawk getting an 
up close and personal 
view of how things have 
been the past two years, 
this seasons state run 
has come as no surprise 
to him. As a matter of 
fact, after last year’s 
gut-wrenching playoff 
loss, he let the boys know 
they were going to come 
back even better this 
season.

“I told them after last 
year’s defeat at sub-state 
that we would be better 
this year than we were last 
year,” Hawk said. “I don’t 
know why I thought that. 
Maybe it was the work 
ethic that these boys have 
compared to some other 
years in the past. They 
knew they could do it. 
They fought all the way 
through to work, they 
knew they could and they 
keep working. That’s what 
it takes, a lot of work.”

Hopp also never had a 
shred of doubt that his son 
was capable of helping lift 
the Hawks to their former 
glory.

“Yes,” Hopp said. “Four 
or five years ago they were 
on a traveling team as 13- 
and 14-year-olds. They 
played in the small-town 
tournament and went on 
to a World Series deal. 
They did a good job there, 
but you could tell they 
bonded well and had the 
talent at that age.

“At that age, they knew 
how to play the game. 
They were smart about 
what they were doing and 
could hit the ball and field 
the ball. I never had a 
doubt they would have an 
opportunity.”

While the Hawks came 
up short Monday in a 
9-7 defeat at the hands 
of Des Moines Christian, 
this is still a memory this 
season’s squad will have 
for the rest of their lives. 
It’s not every day a team 
gets to compete under the 
bright lights of Principal 
Park at the state tourna-
ment.

“It is something they 
will remember for the 
rest of their lives,” Hawk 
said. “I can remember like 
yesterday winning and 
jumping on top of the pile 
and everything. It’s crazy 
how you remember it so 
vividly.”
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Central Lee dads and sons share state memory

Teammates then and now, Jason Hopp and Jason Hawk, outside, and 
Tyler Hopp and Jayden Hawk, inside left to right, are fathers and sons 
who now share a memory of going to the Iowa State Baseball tourna-
ment.

Photo by Ethan Lillard/PCC

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.facebook.com/MidtownHairstyling/
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Classifieds

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry currently has a position available 
for a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

FULL-TIME DENTAL ASSISTANT

Complete an application or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655
Or email burldental@gmail.com

EOE.

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry currently has 
a position available for a Full-Time Dental Hy-
gienist.

FULL-TIME
DENTAL HYGIENIST

Complete an application or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655
Or email burldental@gmail.com

EOE.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
The FMCSD is taking applications for daily regular route 
school bus drivers.  

• Must possess an Iowa Driver’s License and have or be 
willing to obtain the following endorsements: CDL, Air 
Brake, School Bus and Passenger.  

• Applicant must pass a background check, drug test and 
DOT physical.  

• Successful completion of the STOP training course is 
required within 6 months of hire date. 

TO APPLY
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

or pick up an application 
at 1930 Avenue M

Ft. Madison

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

FULL-TIME GENERAL LABORER

COMPANY
Baxter Construction Company is a national construction 
management firm that features a great work environment 
and provides room for employee growth. For over 70 years 
Baxter has fostered a balanced family-work culture and as we 
continue to grow we strive to remain as adaptable, motivated, 
and responsive to our employees, both new and old, as we 
do to our clients. Our employees are our most important and 
greatest asset and it is our MISSION to develop leadership 
that creates excitement, fulfillment, and lasting relationships 
with the people, communities, and markets that we serve.

POSITION SUMMARY
Baxter Construction Company is a fast-paced commercial 
builder that is seeking full-time, General Laborer. Occasional 
part time National travel to and from project sites. 

- Qualified candidates will be required to have a CDL license, 
or the ability to obtain and maintain and CDL license. 
- Candidates must understand the general construction 
process and required field labor associated with driving and 
moving large trucks, trailers, miscellaneous jobsite equip-
ment, and the setup of that equipment.
- Job responsibilities will include safety as a top priori-
ty, national travel, handling over the road requirements, 
knowledge of operating general jobsite equipment, ability to 
lift over 30 pounds at times, work in a construction environ-
ment, assist in setting up jobsite trailers and equipment, be 
able to perform general shop labor. 

• Job Type: full-time
• Salary: dependent upon experience
•  Benefits: 401k, Additional Retirement Package, Health 

Insurance, Paid Vacation
• Traveling required: all traveling paid plus daily per diem 
•  Required education: high school or equivalent 
•  Required experience: CDL and general construction 

knowledge

To apply, email your full resume to
careers@baxterconstructionco.com

Advertise
your business

Monthly

Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad

with your logo only $3999

3 Easy Ways to Get Started!
1. Place your ad online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
or click here!

2. Email your ad to
classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

3. Call (319)470.9151

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Tired of 
getting the 
same old 
results

from your 
advertising?

Try
something 

new!
Brian

(319)470.9151
Lee

(319)371.4125

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Call Brian

(319)470.9151

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:careers@baxterconstructionco.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.
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1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
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Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

319-372-6959

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

SHUG (Brenda) DERR – OWNER
319-754-SHUG (7484) • email: service@shugstinytown.com

shugstinytown.com

3200 Agency St., Ste. 120 • Burlington, IA 52601
9 am – 7 pm Mon. – Sat.

Sundays open for private parties only
Interactive Play Center to Encourage Creativity and Imagination

Party & Event Center
Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFTWRAPPING

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.shugstinytown.com
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Largest Miniature Dollhouse Shoppe in Iowa
Stuff-A-Pet Station

9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat.

- shop online at www.dollhousedreams.com

Take A Step Back in Time & Visit

820 Avenue G • Fort Madison, Iowa • 319-372-0599
email: brenda@dollhousedreams.com • 9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat. • dollhousedreams.com

Hand-Scooped Ice Cream • Old-Fashioned Fountain Drinks
Paninis • Kids Meals • Coffees • Floats and More!

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

319.372.0599 | 877.875.6500 | 319.470.4674
820 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5

SAT 9-5

FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G

372-8271

Madeline Leake, Owner

Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978Click this ad or call for a quote today!

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Brian (319)470.9151

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Colony-Shop-and-Bridal-Loft-1381930098524470/
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com


tors at the resort, the alligator had lost its fear of hu-
mans and saw a two-year-old playing at the water’s 
edge about this time at night, which is when they 
start getting active,” Lucas said.

“A little bit of knowledge goes a long way. We try 
to educate people as how they can avoid being in 
that situation. It was heartbreaking for me to know 
that a two-year-old lost his life to an alligator.”

Two of the three deaths in 2018 were both woman 
who had encounters with alligators that had been 
fed by humans and were walking their dogs next to 
inhabited waters.

“One woman tried to beat off the alligator to 
protect her dog and ended up being the fatality and 
the dog lived,” he said. “I get it – I would fight for 
my dog’s life, but you also have to realize that’s an 
unwinnable battle. You gotta a 10-foot alligator that’s 
got a hold of your dog, you’re not going to win that 
battle.”

The show has been running for 38 years and start-
ed as a outreach program in Florida for schools to 
help educate kids about the animals and the beauty 
and dangers associated with them.

“The main message is don’t go near the water’s 
edge, don’t feed the alligators and always assume that 

if you see him, he may have been fed by someone,” 
he said, “Naturally they have a fear of humans, but if 
there is one standing by the water’s edge and you’re 
at the bank that means someone has conditioned 
that animal to not be afraid of you and that’s where 
the problems start.”

Gil Castillo started the show in 1982 and Lucas 
joined in 1992 where it was then developed into a 
traveling show for fairs and festivals across the Unit-
ed States.

Lucas will bring one of the two 8-foot alligators 
into a 20’x 20’ pool set up among bleachers just east 
of the Mohrfeld Electric Mainstage area on the fes-
tival grounds. The bushman, then gets in the water 
with the animal and while teaching spectators about 
the animals, provides some nail-biting entertain-
ment as well.

The show will also feature a 3-foot albino alligator, 
one of only about 100 in the world and festival-goers 
will be able to get a picture with, and even hold, the 
reptile. All of the wild alligators in the show were 
donated to the program by nuisance trappers in 
Florida.

The shows will be 25 minute shows from begin-
ning to end. With two shows on Thursday 3:30 and 
5:30 p.m.; two shows Friday 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.; Satur-
day 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.; and Sunday 11 
a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Other RiverFest 2019 News
There are still openings at the RiverFest 2019 

games and events.
You can register online for Saturday’s 5K Run/

Walk and Pancake breakfast, as well as the sand 
volleyball tournament, the Kan Jam tournament, and 
the Cornhole/Bags tournament that has a large cash 
payout this year.

This year’s tournament is played on Sunday begin-

ning at noon with registration closed at 11:45, on the 
scenic Riverview Walkway and will feature 10 boards 
played at 27-feet with a payout of over $2,000 based 
on 40 teams.

There is also still room for BBQ teams to come 
down and challenge in the first-ever Racks in the 
River. The event is held at the east end of Riverview 
Park and is $50 per team plus meat. Cash prizes 
based on participation will be awared to the top 
three judged teams with KCBS judging rules in play. 
Gates open to the public for tasting at 11 a.m. The 
public can have unlimited sampling for $5.

Official rules and signup can be found at www.riv-
erfestfm.com. You can find a full schedule of events 
at www.riverfestfm.com.

Thursday’s Music Lineup
Battle of the Bands winner Living Lucid opens the 

2019 festival on the Mohrfeld Electric Main Stage at 
6 p.m. followed by alternative rockers Burden of the 
Sky out of Bloomington, Ill. at 7:30 and then Thurs-
day’s headliner Puddle of Mudd is set to play begin-
ning at 9 p.m.

Burlington’s Ghost of Judas will take on the late 
night crowd in the Budweiser South Stage starting at 
10:30 p.m.
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From the Front/Area News

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry is proud to welcome 

Dr. Stephanie Heyland

www.drmarkdds.com

Dr. Heyland will see patients on Tuesdays, and Thursdays at Fort Madison West
& our West Burlington office on Mondays and Wednesdays beginning August 12th

Scheduling Patients Now

Dr. Heyland is pictured with her husband, Chad, and their two children.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 01 Aug

Scattered Clouds
High – 75.6º F | Low – 60.7º F

FRI 02 Aug

Mostly Sunny
High – 78.7º F | Low – 62.3º F

SAT 03 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 77.3º F | Low – 65.0º F

SUN 04 Aug

Light Rain
High – 80.0º F | Low – 65.2º F

MON 05 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 82.9º F | Low – 67.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

ALLIGATOR - Continued from Page 1

Room left in RiverFest games, Racks on the River

Gus Macker hits Burlington Saturday
BURLINGTON – On 

Saturday morning August 
3, 148 teams from all over 
the region will converge 
on the downtown Burl-
ington riverfront for the 
2nd Annual Burlington, 
Iowa Gus Macker 3-on-3 
Basketball Tournament.  
Almost 600 players, 
comprised of all ages and 
skill levels, will compete 
over two days in their 
divisions for the coveted 
Gus Macker Trophy.  The 
tournament was brought 
to the area by the Greater 
Burlington Convention & 

Visitors Bureau.  
Festivities will be kicked 

off on the Mississippi 
River courts between the 
Memorial Auditorium 
and Port of Burlington 
Friday, August 2 with an 
opening night celebration.  
At 6:30 PM, The Midwest 
Magic will go head to 
head with the Burlington 
Fire Department.  Fol-
lowing, Team Great River 
Health System will take 
on Team Great River En-
tertainment at 7 PM.

The tournament proper 
will begin at 8 AM Sat-

urday, August 3 and run 
through Sunday, August 
4.

Along with the Gus 
Macker 3-on-3 Tourna-
ment, highlighted special 
events will take place 
Saturday and Sunday.  
Saturday, August 3 at 
Noon contestants put 
their athletic prowess 
and creativity to the test 
as they compete in the 
Dunk Contest.  From 10 
AM – 2 PM Saturday, 
youth ages 13-14 & 12 & 
Under can compete in the 
Dinky Dunk Contest. The 

lowered rim will give the 
youth an opportunity to 
show off their dunking 
skills. Registered partici-
pants can enter an unlim-
ited number of times for 
$2 each time.  They will 
get 3 dunks to impress 
the judges and make the 
leaderboard.  The Dinky 
Dunk Contest final will 
take place Sunday at 10 
AM and be comprised of 
the top 2 kids in each di-
vision.  Presenting spon-
sor for the event is Great 
River Health System.

http://www.riverfestfm.com
http://www.riverfestfm.com
http://www.riverfestfm.com
http://www.drmarkdds.com


— OPEN HOUSE —  

August 4th & 5th 

11am—3pm  

Fort Madison, Iowa  

Maintenance Free 

Condominiums  

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/


 

3431 Woodland  

Woodland View Condo 

Custom Design Inside 

3 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished Walk-out Basement 

1,680 sqft Finished 

Price: $340,000 

Pond View Condo 

Move in Ready 

3 –4 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished  

500 sqft Storage  

Price:$336,000 

River View Condo 

Farmhouse Design 

3 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished  

500 sqft Storage  

Price: $324,900 

Riverview Condo 

Custom Design the Inside 

3 Bedrooms—3  Full Baths— 

3 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,800 sqft Finished 

500 sqft Storage 

Price: $330,000 

For Sale Condominiums 

Phone: 319-470-2540 Email: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com

  

FB: Green Oak Development– Fort Madison, IA 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/


 Finished Basement & Single Level Condominiums  

 Landscape Additions - Pond, Fountain, Fire Pit, 

Seating Areas  

 2-4 Bedrooms & 2-3 Car Garage Units 

 River, Forest, & Pond Views 

 High-end Finishes—Quartz Counter Tops, Master 

Suites, Custom Wood Product Cabinetry  

 Year Round Landscape & Building Maintenance 

Provided  

 Zero Entry  Private Patio & Deck, Large Windows, 

Energy Efficient  

 

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, 

IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/
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