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Emergency crews responded to a single-vehicle semi trailer accident on Hwy. 61 south-
bound Wednesday afternoon. The driver was taken to Great River Medical Center with non-
life threatening injuries.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY PCC STAFF
WEVER -  A truck driver suffered minor injuries 

as a result of a single-vehicle semi-trailer accident on 
Highway 61 Wednesday afternoon.

Lee County Sheriff ’s deputies, Iowa State Patrol, 
Lee County EMS, Iowa Motor Vehicle Enforcement 
and Denmark Fire and Rescue responded to the 
scene of the accident just south of the Iowa Fertilizer 
Plant entrance.

The driver was southbound on Highway 61 when 
he lost control of the Gigg Enterprises semi-trailer 
striking the east side of the bridge spanning Lost 
Creek and sliding down the embankment toward the 
creek between the two lanes of traffic.

Authorities said the driver was transported to 
Great River Medical Center with non-life threatening 
injuries. The name and address of the driver are not 
yet available. 

Wednesday mishap sends one to GRMC

Colt Ford brings 
different country 
to Iowa riverfront

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Sunday’s wrap on RiverFest 2018 
will bring one of country music’s hottest contemporary 
acts.

Colt Ford is bringing a special mix of country to the 
Pen City Current Main Stage on Sunday night as the 
final act of the four days and 15 bands of RiverFest.

Ford’s career took off in 2008 with the release of Ride 
Through the Country, which yielded an Academy of 
Country Music nomination for Vocal Event of the Year 
for “Cold Beer featuring Jamey Johnson.”

In addition, “Dirt Road Anthem,” written by Ford 
and Brantley Gilbert, went on to become the first #1 
song for both artists as songwriters when Jason Aldean 
cut the track in 2010. Also featured on the title track, 
“Ride Through The Country,” is John Michael Mont-
gomery. His top 10 hit Declaration of Independence 
reached #5 on the Country Billboard Charts in 2017

Ford said Fort Madison’s not going to get a regular 

Reynolds puts district judge on high court
BY PCC STAFF

DES MOINES – Gov. 
Kim Reynolds announced 
Judge Susan Christensen 
as her Iowa Supreme 
Court justice selection 
Wednesday afternoon at 
the Iowa State Capitol in 
Des Moines.

Christensen, of Harlan, 
received her law degree 
from the Creighton Uni-
versity School of Law and 
her undergraduate degree 
from Judson College. 

Most recently, she served 
as a district court judge 
in the Fourth Judicial 
District.

“Judge Christensen 
didn’t take a typical path 
to where she is today,” 
Gov. Reynolds said. “She 
attended law school later 
than most, working for 
years as a legal secretary 
to support her family and 
pay for her schooling. She 
understands the challeng-
es of everyday Iowans. 

She’s a mother of five and 
a grandmother of four. 
She hails from Harlan in 
rural southwest Iowa and 
will be the only justice to 
work outside one of our 
metro areas. And with her 
appointment, there will 
once again be a woman’s 
voice on the Iowa Su-
preme Court. I am proud 
that Judge Christensen 
will now be continuing 
her distinguished career 
of service to all Iowans on 

the Iowa Supreme Court.”
Gov. Reynolds spent the 

past several weeks consid-
ering the three nominees 
submitted to her by the 
state judicial nominating 
commission. Each nom-
inee submitted extensive 
written materials. The 
governor also received 
recommendations and 
input from dozens of 
Iowans. Last week, she 
personally interviewed 
each nominee.

See RIVERFEST, page 5
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Dr. Yadira Rafuls
FMCH Welcomes

“The most rewarding aspect of 
healthcare is improving the quality 
of life of patients. I love the trust my 
patients place in me. Compassion is 

my biggest driving force.”

Huber, Sirucek join 
FMCH family practice

Submitted article

FORT MADISON - The Family Prac-
tice Clinic at Fort Madison Community 
Hospital is pleased to welcome Dr. Amy 
Huber and Dr. Josh Sirucek

Dr. Huber is a Board 
Certified Family Practi-
tioner. She recently com-
pleted her residency at 
Eastern Tennessee State 
University after receiving 
her Doctor of Osteopath-
ic Medicine Degree from 

Des Moines University (DMU). While 
at DMU, Dr. Huber spent her third year 
at Fort Madison Community Hospital 
completing her clinical rotations.

“I spent my third year of medical 
school doing my rotations at FMCH, 
and was impressed with the way people 
held themselves to high standards.  I 
enjoy being a part of a strong health-
care team,” explained Dr. Huber.

Dr. Huber’s affinity for science fueled 
her interest in health care, “science was 
always one of my favorite subjects in 
school, particularly biology.  Turning 
that interest into my profession just 
seemed like natural progression.  I 
initially started my health career as a 
radiologic technologist.  I was always 
wondering about the science behind 

a patient’s disease process, and how 
their doctor was going to help them get 
better.”

Doctors of Family Practice treat 
the whole person. They partner with 
their patients, developing a long-term 
relationship, to provide comprehensive 
health care to patients of all ages-from 
newborns to seniors. Family physicians 
deliver a range of acute, chronic, and 
preventive medical care services while 
providing patients with a patient-cen-
tered medical home.

“The most rewarding aspect about 
being in health care is having the ability 
to take what I have learned, and use it 
to help people understand their symp-
toms or medical problems.  I am lucky 
enough to have attained an education 
that can be used to help make other 
people’s days a little brighter,” com-
mented Dr. Huber.

Dr. Huber likes to stay active, wheth-
er through physical fitness, attending 
events or exploring the history of the 
area.

Dr. Huber will join the medical team 
of Dr. Kathy Anderson; Dr. William 
Napier; Dr. Chase Newton; Dr. David 
Wenger-Keller; Dr. Ruth Barosy (Au-
gust 2018); Dr. Josh Sirucek (August 

HUBER

See DOCTORS, page 6

From left to right Michelle Caston, Simone Omiatek, Donna Mann 
and Jeremy Swink stand for a picture of Mann’s McDonald’s $1,000 
donation to the Fort Madison Athletic Boosters.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Classifieds

HELP WANTED

Keokuk 
Area 

To Apply: 
705 Avenue G 
Fort Madison, IA 
 

Best 
place in 
the area 
to work! 

Competitive Starting Wages 
 
Benefits include: 
 PTO 
 Credit Union 
 401k with Employer Match 
 Medical, Dental & Vision 

Insurance 
 Free Life Insurance 

Now Hiring 
LPNs 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com Or email 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Friday, August 24
8:30 to 11:30

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

FLASH    PANIN
A

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

the classifieds

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
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Advertise your
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1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
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Call (319)371.4125
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country show.
“It’s certainly not your typical country show,” he said 

Wednesday. “ I have one gear and that’s high speed 
with the pedal to the floor. Live music is the best end 
of the road as far it goes. You have to deliver it to the 
fans. That’s the reason we all exist. I give them ev-
ery single ounce that i have . Make sure they know 
I’m having fun and enjoying doing what im doing.  I 
wanted to create a show where it didn’t matter if you’ve 
never heard of me but you walk out of there having 
had a great time.:

Playing along the riverfront or in front of 50,000, 
Ford said his performances are always in high gear.

“I”ll tell you, I’m lucky to have heard many times 
from people who say they saw me at this club or that 
arena and the show is just as good whether I’m in 
front of 500 or 5,000 or 50,000. I’m gonna give the 
fans everything this old, fat guy’s got,” Ford said. “If 
you don’t give it full throttle you should just give the 
money back. Without the fans, you wouldn’t have that 
lifestyle. You wouldn’t be living the way you are. If you 
don’t think you owe them everything you’ve got, then 
you just don’t get it.”

His music carries a flare of patriotism with a nod 
to American servicemen and women, but he says, for 
him, it’s not about the politics....its the sacrifice.

“It’s funny, but a lot of musicians want to be poli-
ticians. For me, I’m not a politician, If you wanna be 
one, good for you go be one. But for me it’s just go 
make your music and if someone asks you a question 
be honest . I’m not hear to point fingers. The only way 
to figure anything of this stuff out is to do it together. 
Communicate. My job at shows is to be best I can to 
make you forget about that stuff. What I do rant and 
rave about is the military. That allows those people on 
both sides of the fence the freedom to be there. To me 

we owe them an unforgettable debt.”
Ford’s music sometimes gets folded up into the genre 

of country rap, but he said he’s never considered him-
self a rap artist and he said country music had “talk 
albums” way before rap was even a term.

“If you listen to my new stuff, it’s straight down the 
middle country,” he said. “I never considered myself a 
country rapper. That’s something some other people 
said -  not me. Now there’s a whole group of guys out 
there that want to be that. I’ve never wanted to be that. 
Talking records have been a round before I was even 
born. Hot Rod Lincoln by Ray Price and no one called 
him a country rapper. Charlie Daniels went down to 
Georgia,” he said.

“Even some of these younger guys doing what there 
doing - I don’t want to be associated with. Sure, they’re 
country red neck boys talking the way they are, but 
they use cursing and all that stuff and that’s not who I 
am. It’s not what I wanna stand for. I have kids and I’m 
not going to be doing something they can’t be proud 
of. It’s funny that’ I’ve been given the credit of starting 
it, but damn don’t put me in a charge of something I 
don’t wanna be charge of.”

He’s familiar with Iowa crowds playing some casinos 
and other event centers in the state and said he relates 
very well to Iowans.

“Iowa is super relateable to me because its people 
that think the way i think - God, good family, friends 
and hard work. That’s who I am... that’s who I’m 
talking to and that’s why I’ve had success there.”

Ford’s unique blend of contemporary country story-
telling has garnered him more than 1.6 million Face-
book followers and he said despite being humbled by 
the following, he’s still having trouble getting his stuff 
on the radio.

“It’s hard to believe. I’m humbled and blessed by 

that,” Ford said. “Social media has allowed me to 
have that success because I haven’t had the fortune to 
have success on radio. A lot of places won’t give me a 
chance to be heard . I can come to their town and sell 
thousands of tickets, but I’m not 25 years old in skinny 
jeans.

He said the music industry has a certain profile their 
looking for and it wasn’t for social media and the abil-
ity to move songs through digital platforms he might 
not be where he is.

“I’m pretty good looking for big guy,” he chuckled. 
“But I’m making music the best I can make and I give 
it to them. Now it’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, 
but when I got started it was MySpace. You know, this 
guy that’s not on the radio is this popular - that was 
hard to understand. But I think that’s what’s going 
awry in this business. People making decision based 
on their agenda, but not what the people want. That’s 
just not reality.”

Ford has partnered with some of the best in the 
business including Jason Aldean on the hit “Driving 
Around Song” that featured NASCAR driver Danica 
Patrick. He’s also done work with John Michael Mont-
gomery on “Ride Through the Country”, and 2018 Tri 
State Rodeo artist Jake Owen.

With his sixth studio album, the aptly named Love 
Hope Faith, his follow-up to 2014’s Thanks for Listen-
ing, Colt Ford continues to live out his boyhood dream 
– the one where you “wake up on a mission/to buy 
that beat-up Gibson,” as he sings on “No Rest.” Love 
Hope Faith is exactly that, a message to to his loyal fan 
base, and a strike against the divisiveness plaguing our 
country, celebrating the things that bring us together – 
friends, family, our faith in a better future.

Ford takes the stage on Sunday as the final act of the 
festival. The music kicks off Sunday with Stumptown at 
4 p.m. followed by the Natu Band, then Radio Ro-
mance, with Ford scheduled to perform at 8:30 p.m.
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From the Front

You hold the key to endless possibilities.

Click this ad to learn more about our home loan options.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

 Ford made his mark via social media - not radio
RIVERFEST - Continued from Page 1

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/home
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Health News/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 02 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 81.2º F | Low – 65.5º F

FRI 03 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 85.1º F | Low – 75.9º F

SAT 04 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 77.5º F | Low – 73.4º F

SUN 05 Aug

Light Rain
High– 87.0º F | Low – 78.6º F

MON 06 Aug

Light Rain
High– 90.8º F | Low – 84.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

2018); Amy Wallis, FNP; Gwen Scott, FNP and Sara 
Gudenkauf, FNP in the Main Clinic at FMCH.

Dr. Josh Sirucek
Dr. Sirucek is a Board Certified Family Practitioner. 

He recently finished a Fellowship in 
Sports Medicine at JPS Sports Medicine 
in Arlington, Texas after completing his 
residency at Texas A&M. He received 
his Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
Degree from Midwestern University in 
Arizona.

Dr. Sirucek credits a personal positive 
health care experience for his decision to become a 
doctor, “I decided to go into health care after I had 
an emergency surgery that saved my life at the age of 
16. I have been intrigued and fascinated with learning 
how to better myself in order to pay this gift forward. 
I love people and get along well with them.”

Dr. Sirucek will use his expertise to see patients of 
all ages providing primary care. He also specializes 
in the care of musculoskeletal and sports injuries. Dr. 
Sirucek will deliver non-narcotic treatment for back 
pain using US guided and fluoroscopy guided proce-
dures. In addition, he is specially trained in migraine 
management and treatment using pharmaceuticals 
and Botox injections. Dr. Sirucek focuses on helping 
his patients achieve long-term good health.

“My patients are the most rewarding part of being 
in health care. Caring for them and watching their 
health improve and knowing that I got to play a small 
role in this is very fulfilling.”

Growing up in a small town in Idaho, Dr. Sirucek 
explains why he chose to practice in Fort Madison, “I 
am excited for the opportunity to be part of FMCH. 

It reminds me of home. I grew up in small town in 
Idaho and wanted to practice in a similar environ-
ment. In addition, the fact FMCH is very proactive 
in health care and genuinely cares for the community 
made it an easy place to want to work and raise my 
family.”

Doctors of Family Practice treat the whole person. 
They partner with their patients, developing a long-
term relationship, to provide comprehensive health 
care to patients of all ages-from newborns to seniors. 
Family physicians deliver a range of acute, chronic, 
and preventive medical care services while providing 
patients with a patient-centered medical home.

Dr. Sirucek, his wife and three young children 
love outdoor activities and participating in sporting 
events. They look forward to being part of the com-
munity.

Dr. Sirucek will join the medical team of Dr. Kathy 
Anderson; Dr. William Napier; Dr. Chase Newton; 
Dr. David Wenger-Keller; Dr. Ruth Barosy (August 
2018); Dr. Amy Huber (August 2018); Amy Wallis, 
FNP; Gwen Scott, FNP and Sara Gudenkauf, FNP in 
the Main Clinic at FMCH.

Both doctors are now seeing patients. To make an 
appointment please call 319-376-2134; phones are an-
swered starting at 7:00 a.m. Monday through Friday.

SIRUCEK

FMCH adds more physicians to clinics
DOCTORS - Continued from Page 1

“My patients are the most reward-
ing part of being in health care.”

 -Dr. Josh Sirucek,
FMCH Family Physician
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