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Forum gives insight into candidates Housing study

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Three candidates for the Iowa
House District 83 talked about a variety of issues as
part of a forum in Fort Madison Thursday night.

The forum is a lead up to the primary on June 5
where democrats Bob Morawitz and Jeff Kurtz, both
of Fort Madison, will square off with the winner facing
Montrose’s Jeff Reichman, a Republican in the general
election on Nov. 6.

The forum was moderated by Tim Gobble, executive
director of Fort Madison Partners, and sponsored by
the Fort Madison Daily Democrat and the Pen City
Current. Old Fort Players hosted the event, which

featured 90 minutes of questions and answers on
topics ranging from the state of mental health in Iowa,
proposals to reduce state income tax, economic devel-
opment, the state of Jowa’s education, 2nd amendment
rights, and medical marijuana.

The three are running for the seat being vacated by
current State Rep. Jerry Kearns, D-Keokuk.

All three of the candidates said they supported sec-
ond amendment rights and said the guns weren't the
problem, mental health was.

Morawitz said 30-round clips and bump stocks are
out of bounds and said he doesn’t necessarily believe it’s
a personal right for everyone to carry a gun, butitisa

See CANDIDATES, page 8

Historic barn

burns

A barn built in 1900
burned to ground

at about 4:30 p.m.
Thursday at 1561
320th Avenue about
1.5 miles southeast
of Denmark. At left,
a Denmark firefighter
works on remain-
ing flames while,
below, firefighters
from West Point and
Denmark, and Fort
Madison Fire Chief
Joey Herren assess

the damage.
Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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show need for
senior housing,
Incentives

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK - A countywide housing study has given
local economic and housing development groups plenty
to think about in the near future.

The Lee County Economic Development Group, in
conjunction with the cities of Keokuk and Fort Madison
and Alliant Energy, contracted with Maxfield Research
and Consultants to take a look at housing needs in the
county over the next five to seven years.

On Tuesday, the research firm outlined its findings to
economic development officials including LCEDG CEO
Joe Steil, Fort Madison Partners Executive Director
Tim Gobble, Keokuk Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Shelley Oltmans, Keokuk City Administra-
tor Aaron Burnett; Southeast Iowa Regional Planning
Commission Planning Director Zach
James; Fort Madison City Councilman
and state representative candidate Bob
Morawitz. Several real estate experts, in-
cluding Green Oak Development owner
Michael Mohrfeld and Keokuk Realtor
Tim Peevler, along with about five other
interested parties were also at the wrap-
up held at the LCEDG offices in Keokuk.

The draft of the study’s findings is more than 180
pages long.

Some of the key findings of the study concluded: the
county’s decades-long decline in population may be
stabilizing through 2025, county population is aging
and will impact alternative housing needs, the northeast
part of the county is a job importer (people commute
into the area to work), rental housing stock is aging;
there will be a strong senior housing demand by 2025;
home prices are high with lack of quality inventory;

a difficulty cash flowing new development, a need for
private/public partnerships and housing programs;
financial incentives needed for development.

Steil said the biggest takeaway he had was the transi-
tioning of the aging population to senior-housing.

“The biggest thing that I would say I grasped is that
it’s not new news to us that our aging population is get-

»

STEIL

See HOUSING, page 4
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FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Dragon Boats Return!

TEAM BUILDING
EXERCISE

300 meter, Duel
heat races!!

Medals to the top
three teams!!

Competitive or
leisurely
competition

18 Paddlers, a
Drummer and a
Flag catcher

RIVERFEST
Riverview Park
Fort Madison, IA

dragonboats@riverfestfm.com
http://riverfestfm.com/

Saturday August 4th 2018

Saturday, August 4th, 2018

Entry fees are $500 per team before May 1st, 2018
($600 per team after May 1st)
20 Team Members per boat (a Sterns-man is provided)

Great Team Building Exercise for Business, Groups,
Organizations, Churches and More!

Form your team today!
Contact Nick Bauswell dragonboats@riverfestfm.com

RivierEest#201'8

Nugus 2ndi3rd 4 thi&15th
RivierviewaRark:
Viadison®

Visit RiverFest online:
www.riverfestfm.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Battle of the Bands & Battle of the Charities - Sunday
May 27th at 12pm

Vinnies Longbranch 2601 Avenue L Ft. Madison, Iowa

NO COVER CHARGE

Battling Bands will play for a spot on the main stage as an opener
to one of our national acts.

Elliot Test Kitchen, PAWS and Puppy Jakes Foundation will be
battling for your support through free-will

donations. Winning charity will receive an additional $500.

Advance Carnival Wristband Tickets are now available
online. http:/[riverfestfm.com/riverfest-store

Online registration is now available for RiverFest Games.

KAN-JAM ¢ BAGS * SAND VOLLEYBALL

Enjoy a party of your own during this Summer’s Biggest

Riverfront Party! We are now accepting reservations for small
to large Company and Group Outings during RiverFest.
Outings are customized to your needs and wishes.

Contact Charles for more details at charles@riverfestfm.com

Commercial, Craft and Food Vendor spots available, first
come, first served.

Contact: Lori Illner (Food Vendor) food@riverfestfm.com

Gina Simmons (Craft & Commercial) vendor@riverfestfm.com.

2018 RiverFest Line-Up features some of the hottest national, regional and local acts around!

Purchase tickets online at:

Matt Lafrenz

KEMPKER’S

aaaaa

Www. ug .com

Joshua Denning & Associates

2
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Become A 2018 Partner...contact us at www.riverfestfm.com!
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Local News/Lottery Numbers

Pen City Cruisers bring “roddin’™ back May 5

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -
More than 70 cars were
part of the 2017 Pen City
Cruiser’s Car Show in Fort
Madison, but this year
event coordinators are
pushing for 100.

With the Pen City show
one of the first of the year
in the southeast Iowa, co-
ordinator Jerry Krogmeier
said it was tough getting
started, but the event has
been shown steady growth
over five years.

“We're the first show
of the year. We've been
gaining about 20 cars per
year, but the down side of
being the first of the year is
you never know what kind
of weather you’re going to
get,” Krogmeier said.

The event will be held
Saturday, May 5th at the
Old TG&Y parking lot at
5036 Avenue O in Fort
Madison. Registration will

We’'re actually trying to get the
younger generation to come in.
They're into their phones and
Facebook and all that, and don’t
have a lot of interest in the auto
industry anymore.”

-Jerry Krogmeier,
show organizer

take place from 9 a.m. to
noon, with voting from
noon to 2 p.m. and award
presentations beginning at
3 p.m.

Krogmeier said spon-
sorship has been good this
year and 24 awards will be
presented, including the
Rick and Chandler Berry
Memorial Award spon-
sored by Chris Greenwald.
New this year is an award
for best motorcycle and
best license plate.

“Rick Berry died of

cancer at a very young age.

Two years after he died, his
son was killed in an auto-
mobile accident. They were
close to Mr. Greenwald
and he’s sponsored that
award for the past three
years,” Krogmeier said.
The event also triggers
some type of donation to
a local non-profit group.
Krogmeier said in years
past, they’ve donated
clothing to local elementa-
ry schools and may look at
other groups this year. The
group has also donated to
the local fire departments,

/

Woo Hoo for Your

| IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS
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Pen City Current encourages you to play responsibly.

Photo courtesy of Pen City Cruisers

The classics, as well as modern rods, will be in Fort Madison again this
year on May 5th at the old TG&Y parking lot on the west end of town
for the Pen City Cruisers’ annual car show.

local EMTs and PAW An-
imal Shelter, and Veterans
For Flags.

“Last year we had to
purchase a trailer for the

club but this year we won't
have that expense so we
hope to be able to make a
donation locally”

One of the other awards

being presented is the
Young Guns Under 21
award that is presented to

See CRUISERS, page 6

River Valley.

car and receive full

Steak served with a

Experience elegant dining on the rails as it was during the
golden age of rail travel in the United States. This enchanting ride
through the beautiful Des Moines River Valley features historic
1950’s passenger cars which were used on the Union Pacific
Railroad’s famous “City of Los Angeles” and “City of San Francisco”
streamliners which traveled between Chicago and the west coast.
This route crosses the 156’ tall Bass Point Creek High Bridge, crossing
the Des Moine River, on its journey through the scenic Des Moines

After arriving in Boone, at the Boone Scenic Valley Museum,
enjoy an hour at your leisure to explore the James H. Andrew
Railroad Museum and History Center before boarding for dinner
on the railroad. Enjoy a four-course meal on the 1950’s era dining

the beautiful fall leaves as you enjoy the magnificent day on the
railroad. Lunch will consist of Boneless Chicken Breast or Salisbury

After returning back to the Boone Scenic Valley Railroad this
afternoon, depart for the lowa Capitol in Des Moines. Enjoy a ninety
minute guided walking tour of the capitol building and the dome.
Learn about the legislative process, the capitol grounds, and other
specific topics associated with the Capitol as requested.

service on your 22 mile round trip. Take in

vegetable, potato, dessert and a beverage.

319.753.2864 x162

www.TrailwaysTravel.com

(319).371.1670

(319).371.4125

Charles Vandenberg, Editor

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager

sales@pencitycurrent.com
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Study gives cities a start on future planning

HOUSING - Continued from Page 1

ting older on an average
basis,” Steil said. “What
this is telling us is that at
some point in time that
age level will look for a
different type of housing
and there’s obviously a
need for that. The biggest
question for me, though,
is how does that study get
impacted by the turnover
of that property”

Mobhrfeld has been de-
veloping homes through
Green Oak Development
on Fort Madison’s north
side, including some new
maintenance-free condo-
miniums and future single
family units above Bluft
Road.

He said his biggest
hurdle to construction is
tax rates.

“Right now taxes are my
biggest obstacle. I've got
$1,200 mortgages with
$500 or $600 in taxes.
Taxes are 100% my chal-
lenge”

Mobhrfeld said the big-
gest incentive for him to
build more homes is tax
abatements. Mohrfeld re-
ceived some tax increment

financing from the city
of Fort Madison for his
development. The coun-
ty also offers three-year
abatements, but he can’t
take advantage of both
incentives.

James said the two main
instruments are tax abate-
ment and tax increment
financing and you can’t
have the two together.

“If nobody’s paying
tax, you're not going to
increment.”

Mohrfeld said the
cost of the construction
coupled with the tax rates
paints a clear picture of
why, outside of his de-
velopment company, not
much new construction is
going on.

“Part of that’s just the
cost of building, but put
it all together and it’s no
secret why nobody’s doing
it;” Mohfeld said.

Brian Smith, the con-
sultant giving the pre-
sentation, said research
shows that it’s difficult in
the county to break even
on new housing projects
given the costs of infra-

structure, lack of skilled
construction labor, and
rising construction costs.

“As a result, the price
points for new construc-
tion will be significantly
higher than existing
housing products in Lee
County,” Smith reported.

Aaron Burnett told the
group he helped model a
lot incentive program that
Clarion, Iowa where a new
subdivision was created
with TIF support and
city-financed infrastruc-
ture. The development
was led by a non-profit
group of local businesses
and stakeholders where
lots were marketed at
$20,000 to $38,000, but
were auctioned to builders
to spur interest.

Smith said other cities in
Iowa are using incentives
such as free building per-
mits, free utility hook ups,
low interest local bank
loans to developers, and
five-year tax abatements
on new construction.

Smith said the house-
hold size in the county
has reduced steadily since

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Brian Smith, of Maxfield Research and Consultants from Golden Val-
ley, Minn., gives his findings of a Lee County housing study at the Lee
County Economic Development Group offices Tuesday afternoon.

1960 when the population
peaked at almost 45,000.
In 1990 the average
household was 2.54 peo-
ple, but in 2010 that had
reduced to 2.38 people. He
projected a stabilization
of 2.42 by 2025. The firm’s
research also found that in
2017 Lee County’s average
weekly wage was $876 per
household compared to a
$900 per weekly wage for
the state of Iowa.

He said major em-
ployers such as Siemens,
Pinnacle Foods, Henniges

Automotive, Roquette
America, and Scotts Mir-
acle-Gro, cited difficulty
in the housing market in
recruiting new hires.

Steil said the study was
countywide, but has ben-
efits for the county and its
municipalities.

“LCEDG acted as the
engine to get the study
done,” he said. “Before,
Keokuk and Fort Madi-
son used to do their own.
And at different times
Lee County did their
own and so we said let’s

do one study and make

it as comprehensive as
possible. We all sat at the
table and interviewed the
potential vendors as well
as deciding what is it that
we wanted to know. The
cities definitely need this
type of a plan to go out
and, based on a review of
their information, go look
for grants and different
things to file for in the
future. Automatically, part
of that is having a study
done, and this satisfies
that criteria.”

waste

Visit Us Online!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

www.grrwa.com

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean,
too! Here are just a few of the ways you can help:

* Properly dispose of your household hazardous
waste materials, construction debris, & electronic

» Use environmentally-safe cleaning products
* Reduce * Reuse * Recycle
» Check our website for proper disposal methods,

acceptable materials, & more

Spring Cleaning
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Sports/Local News

Lady Hounds take 5th at
Keosippi Relays

PCC STAFF

KEOKUK - FMHS’s Brett Schneider
had the best finish at Tuesday’s Keosip-
pi Relays at Keokuk’s Calvert Stadium.

Schneider’s 2:29.30 mark in the
800-meter run was less than one sec-
ond off the pace of Mt. Pleasant’s Taylor
Murray’s 2:28.38.

The Fort Madison Distance Medley
relay team took 3rd place with a mark
of 5:03.77 and the 4x400-meter relay
also finished 3rd with a time of 4:48.53.

In individual events, Reyna Lampe
earned 3rd place in the 100-meter
hurdles with a mark of 17.06. Kamryn
Bailey ran to a 4th place finish in the
1500-meter run at 5:51.25.

The Lady Hounds earned fifth place
in Class A with 47 total points. Mt.
Pleasant won the meet with 189 points.

Complete results are listed below:

800 Sprint Medley Relay - FMHS
2:10.28 (5th - 2 pts)

Distance Medley Relay - FMHS
5:03.77 (3rd - 6 pts)

4x200-meter relay - FMHS 2:02.02
(5th - 2 pts)

4x100-meter shuttle hurdle relay -
FMHS 1:18.22 (5th - 2 pts)

4x200-meter relay (JV) - FMHS
2:11.50 (3rd)

4x100-meter relay (JV) - FMHS
1:01.77 (4th)

4x100 meter relay - FMHS 57.50 (5th
- 2 pts)

4x400-meter relay - FMHS 4:48.53
(3rd - 6 pts)

100-meter dash (JV) - Leigh John-
son 15:31 (6th), Anna Schroeder 18:26
(10th)

100-meter dash - Olivia Williams
14.13 (7th), Emma Torgler 15.09 (10th)

400-meter dash - Nadia Boeding
1:09.89 (7th)

100-meter hurdles (JV) - Madelyn
Swigart 21.93 (7th)

100-meter hurdles - Reyna Lampe
17.06 (3rd - 4 pts.)

200-meter dash (JV) - Dalyn Won-
dra 35.12 (9th), Anna Schroeder 38.69
(11th)

800-meter run - Brett Schneider
2:29.30 (2nd - 8 pts.)

200-meter dash - Nadia Boeding
30.20 (8th), Emma Torgler 32.21 (10th)

1500-meter run - Kamryn Bailey
5:51.25 (4th - 4 pts)

400-meter hurdles - Raigan Munson
1:16.74 (4th - 4 pts), Madelyn Swigart
1:32.86 (5th - 2 pts)

Long Jump - Olivia Williams 13’-0”
(6th - 1 pt)

Shot Put - Leigh Johnson 33’-6.25”
(4th - 4 pts)

Discus - Dalyn Wondra - 69°-6.25”
(7th)

American Legion meeting set

for Tuesday

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Post 82 The American Legion will meet 7 PM. Tuesday, May
1, 2018, at the Eagles Club, 4821 Avenue O in Fort Madison, IA. All members and
those interested in The American Legion are encouraged to attend. For more infor-
mation, contact George Shields, Adjutant - 319-371-5755, or Dan Vice, Commander

319-470-7377.

Advertise
in a brand
new way.

Nissa
(319)520.8953
Shawna
(319)470.0622
Lee
(319)371.4125
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Waters warming up at area fishing holes

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY - The following is the weekly
southeast Iowa fishing report from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources for the week ending May

2,2018.
Big Hollow Lake

Water temperature is up to 50 degrees the last cou-
ple of days. Just need some warm days to get it going
up to normal. Very little angler activity because of

the weather.

Environmental Discovery Park North Pond
Rainbow Trout - Fair: Still plenty of trout left from
this Spring’s stocking. Pick a nice warm days and go

catch a limit.
Lake Belva Deer

Mississippi River Pool 19
Tailwater stage is 7.47 feet at Lock and Dam 18

above Burlington and is rising. River stage is fore-
casted to reach 9 feet by the middle of next week.

Water warming up a little, but the fishing remains
slow. Largemouth Bass - Slow: A few are getting
picked up in the deeper water. Try on the upper end
of the lake around the mounds.

Lake Darling

Water temperature is up to 54 degrees after several
days of 70 degree weather. Water clarity is good 6+
feet. Black Crappie - Fair: Crappies are starting to
move to shallow water to feed. The spawn is still sev-
eral weeks out. Largemouth Bass - Fair: Anglers are
starting to catch bass in shallower water. Still have
to work them pretty slow. Channel Catfish - Good:
Anglers are catching some nice stringers of catfish,
mostly using nightcrawlers.

Lost Grove Lake

A few anglers have been out. Cold, windy weather
doesn’t make for the best fishing weather. Large-
mouth Bass - Slow: With the warmer weather, the
bass are starting to move in shallower to feed. Work
the rip rap and jetties on the North side of the lake.
Black Crappie - Fair: Crappies are starting to move
shallow to feed; concentrate efforts on the North side
bays and along the rip rap where the water is warm-
est.

For more information on the above lakes, contact
the Lake Darling Fisheries Office at 319-694-2430.

Flood stage at Lock and Dam 18 is 10 feet. We have
not received any fishing reports for this pool this
week.

River stages have been on the rise the past few
days. Main channel water temperature has risen
to 52-53 degrees. We have not received much for
fishing reports this week. If you have questions on
fishing Pools 16-19, contact the Fairport Fish Hatch-
ery at 563-263-5062.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

FRI 27 Apr

Clear Skies
High — 65.3° F | Low — 52.5° F

SAT 28 Apr

Clear Skies
High— 57° F | Low — 38.8° F

SUN 29 Apr

Clear Skies
High— 60.3° F | Low — 54.6° F

MON 30 Apr

Light Rain
High — 73.7° F | Low — 70.8° F

TUE 1 May

Moderate Rain
High— 69.0°F | Low - 67.1° F

OpenWeatherMa

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

2018 Course
Improvement
Tournament

4 Person Scramble

Fri., April 27 - 12pm Shotgun Start

Lunch following play (included),
On-Course Games,
Silent Auction, Prizes, & more

Click here for a reiistration form



https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdfs/2018 Course Improvement.pdf
http://tkef.org/
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Celebrations/Classifieds

Food, games, awards on
tap for Saturday show

CRUISERS - Continued from Page 3

a shower under the age of 21.

“We're actually trying to get the younger generation to come in. They’re into their
phones and Facebook and all that and don’t have a lot of interest in the auto industry
any more,” he said. “That’s been one of my big pushes. It doesn’t have to a be classic, just
whatever your project is or even your daily drive. Money isn't the issue here, we just
would like to see some of the younger generation get involved.”

There will be some auto-related games like a push-rod drop and fan belt toss with
some t-shirt and hat giveaways. Goodie bags and dash plaques will go to the first 75
entries.

Food will also be available at the Shell gas station next to the property of the Old Fort
Diner across the highway.

Registration is $12 if done before by April 30. Day-of-event registration is $15.

Celebrationg

ERIC TYLOR JOHNSON

FORT MADISON - Caitlin and Gordon Johnson of Montrose have announced the
birth of their son, Eric Tylor Johnson, on April 21, 2018 at Fort Madison Communi-
ty Hospital.

Eric joins Emeilia Johnson at home.

Grandparents are Eric and Stacy Pardall of West Point, Joe and Holli Johnson of
Montrose, and Amy Pardall of Montrose.

Great-grandparents include LeRoy Johnson of Montrose, Gordon Matlock of
Montrose, Bill and Beth Davis of St. Patrick, Mo., and Richard and Georgia Pardall
of Franklin.

The Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Bill Jones, PTA

REHABILITATION & SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY ISN'T AN OPTION.

OUR PROGRAM INCLUDES:
* Private Rooms
* Physical, Occupational, and
Speech Therapy
» Skilled Nursing 24/7
* Pain Management

* |V Therapy and Wound Care

+ Cable TV and Phone Provided

* Free Laundry Service

* In-house Physicial Visits

* Conveniently Located 1 Mile
From Local Hospital

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021
1701 41 Street * Fort Madison, I1A 52627

Medicare, Medicaid, Private Insurance,
and Private Pay Accepted
Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care
Memory Care — Ventilator Support

Like us on Facebook .

SHOP

the classifieds

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC BID NOTICE
FOR MOBILE DATA
TERMINALS

Sealed proposals will be
received in the Office of
the Lee County Auditor,
in the North Lee County
Office Building at 933 Ave
H, Fort Madison, Iowa
until 12 Noon, May 15th,
2018. The sealed proposals
will be opened by the Lee
County Board of Supervi-
sors or their designee at the
next immediate Board of
Supervisor’s Meeting held
at the Lee County Sheriff’s
Office for the purchase of 11
Mobile Data Terminals and
the following items related
to them:

11 Panasonic Toughbook
CF54 laptops

All cords and charging
instruments

5 Havis Consoles (2
Dodge Charger, 3 Ford
Interceptor SUV)

10 Havis Docking Sta-
tions with all Cords

10 Brother Pocketjet7
mobile printers and all cords
and mounting brackets for
use in a Law Enforcement
Vehicle

10 LTRON imaging hand
held driver’s license scan-
ners for Law Enforcement
use with Tracs

Lind power adapter

All mounting hardware

Installation and tech time
for all equipment.

Five year lease to include
warranty, tech support,
maintenance, and equipment
replacement

A more detailed list of
needed equipment can be
obtained by request of email
to: Chief Deputy Will Con-
lee (willconlee@leecounty.
org)

Lee County is an equal
opportunity employer.

ServiceMaster Cleaning and
Restoration has immediate
openings for the following
positions:

CONSTRUCTION
$14.00 P/H Starting Wage
Starting Wage Increases by
Experience
Position is Monday-Friday
General Construction Duties
to include: Drywalling, Fram-
ing, Painting, and Finishing

DISASTER

RESTORATION
$12.00 P/H Starting Wage
Days and Hours Vary
Water/Fire Restoration, Car-
pet Cleaning and General
Cleaning

JANITORIAL

Working within different ac-
counts, days/ hours/ areas
vary
Applications available at the
Fort Madison office or email
AmandaH@smclrr.com for
more information.
Attend our Hiring Extrava-
ganza for on-site interviews.
Friday, April 27th
11:00am - 5:00pm
ServiceMaster Cleaning
and Restoration
1502 Avenue L
Fort Madison, I1A 52627

SALON SPACE
FOR RENT

Ready to open! Nice, friendly
atmosphere, all utilities in-
cluded. New paint & flooring.
$325 per month. Located at
the corner of 15th street and
Avenue E. 319-470-8711.

401k with Employer
Match

eHealth, Dental &
Vision Insurance

Burlington Area

Apply at

Mobile Nursing Services

705 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

-EOE-

A Nice Place
to Live

2 bedroom ground floor
apartment in Fort Madison.
Non smoking. No pets. De-
posit & references required.
$525 per month. 319-470-
4358.

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint
and carpet. Located at the
corner of 15th street and Ave
E (large white building — the
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Call 319-470-8711.


mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20%3E%20Burlington%20Area%20Companions
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:willconlee@leecounty.org
mailto:willconlee@leecounty.org
mailto:AmandaH@smclrr.com
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the classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

o> State FarmBank’

Some products and services not available in all areas.

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL LENBER

(@wg@@w

WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.lrisCityCleaners.com

~ APRIL SPECIALS ~

Mens & Kids Cuts
$12.00 plus tax

Womens Chemical Service

(Perms, Colors, Smoothing Treatments)

$10.00 OFF

New Dimensions Full Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, lowa
319-372-6291

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care 1701 41* Street Fort

Private Pay Accepted Memory Care — Ventilator Support Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook .

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

D FARM BUREAU
'@B. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance C |

e Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financi

any,* Western Agricultural
al Senvices L1176 (6-17)

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

1 month * Only $25%

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Mic
Night 7:000Mm

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm



http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Candidates disagree on state economic incentives deals

CANDIDATES - Continued from Page 1

Constitutional right, and he said as a former member
of the Navy, he swore to support the Constitution.

Kurtz said he’s not a gun owner, but believes in the
2nd amendment.

“A lot of this is mental health. We rank 49th and 50th
in mental health in some areas here in Iowa. I think we
have to do a better job of identifying these people that
have problems and keep guns out of their hands,” he
said.

Reichman said he is an owner and borderline collec-
tor of guns. He put the responsibility on physicians.

“I think the doctors have the responsibility to report
and should be reporting when someone is on drugs
enough that they pose that risk. I would support a
greater amount of reporting from our health care pro-
viders to keep the guns out and way from them.

He also said social media platforms such as Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, etc. should have a greater
amount of scrutiny with kids that are posting “off the
wall” statements.

But Reichman said background checks should have
greater scrutiny and that some keys indicators should
be looked at closer.

Switching to economic development and incentives,
Kurtz said he believes we’re in an information econo-
my and an age of cleaner, renewable energy economy.
He sited Siemens, BNSE, and Dupont as local corpora-
tions that are engaged in those industries.

“I think we’re well-positioned, but as far as incen-
tives, 'm not against tax credits or breaks for industry
that comes in as long as we don't get into corporate
welfare. We want these people to be good corporate
citizens. Targeted tax breaks are entirely appropriate.”

Riechman said Iowa was just rated the number one
state to live in, but he acknowledged that Lee County
isn’t in as good of a position.

“I wish we could just rely on the great little town on
the river, but unfortunately we just can’t. I've been a
member of Keokuk Economic Development, and Lee
County Economic Development Group, and we've
seen these things turn tail on a whim if questions aren’t
answered right, if the wind blows, they’ll turn tail and
go somewhere else because they have so many people
vying for their business. So yes, I believe in the target-
ed tax breaks and I would support that”

Morawitz said he understands the competition factor
that exists.

“It’s become a vicious cycle of incentives to buy jobs.

The

H Quality senior assisted living
%ﬁ?oﬁngﬁqr?F A little help goes a long way.

and Primrose Path memory care

I 1 1 | )

Yiosen

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day
special for residents and their families. Our
team focuses on helping residents make the

memories they want to make and help provide

life residents experiences to remember!

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips
~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events
~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more!

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to
Join our Facebook Family!

You're not going to end it, but we need
to be smarter with it. We've got millions
and millions of dollars going out to cor-
porations in Iowa and nobody’s paying
attention to whether its creating jobs,
whether its bringing income into the
state, or what’s happening with it”

More specific to the mental health
funding, Reichman said mental health
illness is on the rise. He said it’s unfortu-
nate and he hated to hear that the state
was cutting funding for mental health
services in favor of a regional health
care approach. New state laws are look-
ing at access centers with the closest
being in Marion.

“To have something as far away as
Marion, yeah that’s terrible and that’s
going to hurt us even more,” he said.
“Because of lot of these people, if they’re
not getting proper treatment they
turn to another huge issue in our area
- drugs. There readily available, more available then
Marion. “

Morawitz said the state had a good system, not a
great system, but a system that worked and needed
help.

“Now our sherift becomes a babysitter for peo-
ple with mental health issues and that’s not his job,”
Morawitz said. “Now if he picks someone up with
an issue he may have to drive them to Des Moines.
Marion’s going to be the same way. I'd rather have the
money spent local with services nearby,” he said.

Kurtz said he recently spoke with a county deputy
and the first thing the deputy mentioned was the prob-
lems he was having with the mentally ill.

“Our law enforcement are not trained for this.
They’re very good at what they do, but the're not
trained for this. We're wasting a lot of money by
jailing people. What they’re doing to keep them calm
is druggin’ them up. The human cost to that is just out-
rageous. We're going to have invest in mental health.
There’s no other way around it.,” Kurtz said.

All three also said they favor lifting the cap on phar-
maceutical marijuana for the benefit of those strug-
gling with diseases, including post traumatic stress
disorders, seizures and glaucoma. All however, said
they didn't support recreational use.

Reichman said he’s never been a drug user, but he
said he’s heard great benefits from the pharmaceutical
use.

“I've got some brother veterans that have some issues
with PTSD and it helps with that and there are long-

MORAWITZ

KURTZ

REICHMAN

time known benefits for glaucoma. There are some
other drugs that are more harmful than marijuana
out there and we don’t mind writing prescriptions for
those all day long,” Reichman said.

Morawitz said as long it’s a prescription that can be
controlled better than opioids, he didn’t see a downside
to medical marijuana.

Kurtz said he absolutely supports raising limits
because it helps with children seizures, but he said his
concern would be about drug testing and the THC that
would be present from the people.

“There probably would have to be some kind of a
better test or they’re going to have to look at what they
have for a prescription,” he said.

All three also said Gov. Kim Reynolds proposed $1.5
billion tax cut plan is harmful to the state.

Kurtz said the state has to do better and do it’s home-
work because the federal tax cuts aren’t producing the
increased wages legislators promised.

“We've got to do better than this and we have to do
our homework on this stuft”

Reichman said he supported the tax cuts at the fed-
eral level, but couldn’t get behind the state cuts at this
point.

“I tully support the federal tax cut, the state I don't.
We do have things that need to be funded and I don't
think were going to see any growth at the state level.
We had a brighter outlook on the federal cut and we
haven’t seen that but it’s only been six months so we
need to give that some time.

Morawitz said the state, outside of Lee County, has
had a couple of good years and still had to do two dif-
ferent budget cuts just to balance the budget.

“And now they want to take another $1 billion or two
out of the economy. We're can’t pay for what we need
now. We're not funding schools, not funding mental
health, not funding medicaid system. Where they go-
ing to get the money. Who's gonna pay for it

“This is an issue that I brought up six years ago when
the state was talking about a commercial and industrial
tax cut of 10% off the top. The idea was that with all
this extra money wed create all this growth that some-
how these companies would reinvest all this money
and grow their factories, and retail stores would double
in size. I told them back then it wasn’t going to work
and it didn’t”

He said the answer is targeted tax cuts and pulling
back on the corporate handouts.

“John Deere doesn’t need incentives, Wal-Mart
doesn’t need incentives. They’re fine. But Main Street
needs help. Main Streets probably hire more people
than any of the corporations in Iowa. The real growth
happens at the local level”


http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
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