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Hundreds join Rotary for
dinner in Central Park

School board to
meet again on
superintendent

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A review of the Fort Madison
Community School District superintendent’s contract
will continue Monday night in another closed session
at the district’s administrative offices.

The school district’s board of directors
will meet again on Monday after a three-
hour closed session review of Dr. Erin
Slater’s rolling contract was conducted
June 19 with no action taken on the
contract. Slater has requested the review
be done in closed session, according to
Iowa code Chapter 21.5(1)(i).

Board President Dr. Tim Wondra said the meeting
Monday would also be a closed session meeting. The
agenda for that meeting does not include any possible
action out of the meeting, therefore the district will not
be able to take action on the contract review at Mon-
day’s meeting.

SLATER

See SLATER, page 8
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Power Chords, a group of local youth musicians, performed for the community at the annual
Fort Madison Rotary Picnic in the Park Sunday evening.

Event wraps up club's $100K in 100 Days campaign

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A group
of youngsters sang beyond their
age while the community enjoyed
grilled food and sides, root beer
floats and dance troops as part of
the 2019 Picnic in the Park put
on the Fort Madison Rotary Club
Sunday night.

The picnic is held in Central
Park every year in July with funds
raised from the event going to help
sponsor the City Band in the park
as well as maintenance and upkeep
of the park.

Power Chords, a group of local

youth belted out rock tunes dating
back to the 80s as community resi-
dents looked on in with pride. The
group eventually gave way to Top
Hatters dance students who enter-
tained the group until the picnic
ended at 7 p.m.

This year’s event leads into the
Rotary Clubs 100 years of existence
and triggered a $100K in 100 days
capital fundraiser to put money in
to the park’s maintenance fund.

Rotary officials said at last count
they were at about $70,000 but
recent donations and the goodwill
offerings hadn’t been included. A
grant from Rotary International has
also been applied for with the hopes
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that the club can get a little closer to
the goal.

This year’s fundraising was more
important as city officials found
termite damage to the band shell.
Those repairs to the shell includ-
ing repainting will cost close to
$20,000. The club would also like
to put new lights in the park at a
$30,000 price tag as well as refur-
bish the Statue of Liberty replica
at a projected cost of $12,000. The
rest of the money would be held for
ongoing maintenance and repairs.

The event was originally sched-
uled for June 23rd but was cancelled
due to inclement weather and was
rescheduled for Sunday night.
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Beside The
Point
Chuck Vandenberg,

Pen City Current - Editor

Let’s get some things
straight, including Avenue L

There’s a whole lot going on in this town right
now- good and bad - and our main objective is to try
to provide information that helps shape the debate.

Every now and then we just kick out an opinion we
think adds to that debate, no different than any of the
thousands of comments that have followed stories on
our digital platforms. We think it adds to the debate
because we, as a media outlet, are charged with keep-
ing an eye on things in our community.

We miss some, and catch some, but in the whole
sphere of the thing, people are watching us and wait-

See VANDENBERG, page 4
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Ohituaries/For the Record

OBITUARIES

For the Record

JOANN MARIE BLIND

JoAnn Marie Blind, 79, of Ft. Madison passed away on Friday, July 5, 2019 at 12:58 at
her home.

She was born on January 4, 1940 in Ft. Madison, IA to Leo and Letha Wenke Weid-
mann. On June 11, 1960 she married Harold “Butch” Blind in West Point
and they later divorced. JoAnn was a member of Ss. Mary & Joseph
Church. In her early years JoAnn farmed and held several local jobs.
Lastly, she operated an in home child care business. To many she was
known as the “Cookie Monster”. She enjoyed working in her yard and
garden and taking care of numerous children throughout the years.

God gave JoAnn the cream of the crop with her six children, Doug
(Melinda) Blind of Ft. Madison, Jay (Lisa) Blind of Shorewood, WI, Leslie
(Jeff) Hawkins of Montrose, Kelly (Mike) Kruse of Bentonville, Ark., Kyle
(Nicole) Blind of Ft. Madison and Kerry (Jeaninne) Blind of Johnston, IA; and; fourteen
grandchildren, Ryan, Seth, Tyler, Lily, Trevor, Dylan, Samantha, Nicole, Brian, Chloe,
Gracie, Cade, Claire and Emma; three great grandchildren, Mayli, Quentin and Keegan;
one sister, Betty Watznauer of Ft. Madison; several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her long time companion Hank Lake and
a sister, Mary Jo Boeding. Friends may call after 2 PM on Monday, July 8, 2019 at King-
Lynk Funeral Home where the family will receive friends from 4:00-6:30 PM. A rosary
will be recited at 3:30 PM and a Wake Service will be held at 6:30 PM. The funeral mass
will be held on Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 10:30 AM at Ss. Mary & Joseph Church with Rev.
Tony Trosley officiating. Burial will follow in Gethsemane Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for the Alzheimer’s Association and online condo-
lences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

GARY A. REA

Gary A. Rea, 65, of Carthage, Illinois, formerly of Montrose, Iowa passed away at 9:50
A M. Tuesday June 25, 2019 at the Madison in Fort Madison, Iowa.

Born April 28, 1954 in Fort Madison, Iowa the son of John W. and
Martha R. (Lewis) Rea.

He married Janine Andrews they later divorced. He later married Car-
rol “C.J’ Kentch and they later divorced.

Survivors include his son Blake Rea of Dallas City, Illinois, grand-
daughter JayLyn Rea. Sister: Cindy (Duane) Tripp of Niota, Illinois.

Two brothers: Ronnie (Sue) Rea of Fort Madison, Iowa and Randy Rea
of Carthage, Illinois. Sister-in-law: Gloria Rea of Nauvoo, Illinois. Also
surviving are several nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents, sister Sandy and brother Mike.

Gary was a 1973 graduate of Nauvoo-Colusa High School. He was a retired Correc-
tional Officer at the Iowa State Penitentiary. He was a member of the Carthage Eagles
Club. Gary enjoyed hunting, playing cards and golfing.

The family will receive friends from 2:00 P.M. until 3:00 P.M. Friday July 12, 2019 at
the Schmitz-Banks and Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo.

A memorial service will be held at 3:00 P.M. Friday July 12, 2019 at the Schmitz —
Banks and Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo with Pastor Mark Anderson and Fr. Tony
Trosley officiating.

BLIND

<«

REA

Burial will be at a later date in the Appanoose Township Cemetery near Niota, Illinois.

In lieu of flowers the family requests memorials be made in his memory.
Schmitz-Banks and Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Online condolences may be made to the family at www.sbbfuneralhome.

com.

Class Schedule

Monday 9-10:30am — Beginners
Wednesday 9-10:30am — Advanced Beginners
Wednesday 6-7:30pm — Intermediate
Thursday 5:30-6:30 — Restorative and Slow Stretching
Friday 9-10:30am — Beginners

Private Classes Available by Appointment

Fees:
$40 per month 1x a week * $65 per month 2xs a week
$75 per month 3xs a week ¢ $15 drop in fee

Sylvia Thomas, Certified SIYl. 617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
319-470-1082 . www.seiowayoga.com
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Fort Madison
Police Report
07/01/19 = 12:57 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1900
block of Avenue .
07/01/19 - 8:46 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
5400 block of Avenue O.
07/01/19 = 11:17 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a burglary in the 1100
block of 13th Street.
07/01/19 - 11:42 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of stolen vehicle in the
1600 block of Avenue H.
07/02/19 - 1:05 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in

the 2000 block of Avenue F.

07/02/19 - 8:28 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
3400 block of Avenue L.
07/02/19 - 12:43 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a property damage
accident in the 3400

block of Avenue L.
07/02/19 - 5:09 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in

the 2500 block of Avenue J.

07/02/19 — 8:28 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of a
larceny/theft in the 2000
block of 330th Avenue.
07/02/19 — 9:43 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Michaela Marie
Davolt, 55, of Fort Madi-
son in the 2100 block of
Avenue B on a charge of
domestic abuse assault.
She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
07/03/19 - 2:45 a.m. — Fort

Madison Police arrested
Joshua Charles Cochran,
37, of Fort Madison, in the
100 block of 2nd Street

on a warrant for failure

to appear/pay fines. He
was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
07/03/19 - 3:06 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrested
Quinlan Travis Lozano,
220, of Fort Madison in the
alley behind the 1900 block
of Avenue L, on a charge
of underage consumption
and interference with
official acts. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report
07/02/19 - 9:10 a.m. — Lee

County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Kevin Lynn Tripp,
Jr., 32, of Keokuk, at the
sheriff's office on a war-
rant for 3rd-degree theft.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
07/02/19 — 12:52 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested David
Eugene Benjamin, 45, of
Donnellson, in the 100
block of Dewey Street in
Donnellson on charges of
violation of a no-contact
order. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
07/02/29 - 4:36 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's depu-

ties arrested Kristofer
Charles Johnson, 20,

of Cedar Rapids, at the
Linn County Jail in Cedar
Rapids on a charge of
violation of probation.
07/02/19 - 6:15 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Justin Daniel
Spurgeon, 30, of Carthage,
IIl., at the intersection of
Boulevard Road and Main
Street in Keokuk on a
warrant for violation of pro-
bation. He was taken to the

Lee County Jail and held.
07/03/19 - 6:33 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Eli Daniel Dar-
ling, 19, of Donnellson, in
the Donnellson area, on
charges of eluding, interfer-
ence with official acts, no
insurance and speeding.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and released
on his recognizance.
07/04/19 — 6:41 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Justin Robert
Bowden, 37, of Keokuk, in
the 2900 block of Hwy. 218
in Montrose, on charges of
contempt of court, sex of-
fender registration violation
and interference with official
acts. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
07/04/19 — 10:48 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Rowdy
Jo Alton Mortimer, 22, of
Keokuk, at the intersec-
tion of 330th Street and
Hwy. 61 in Montrose, on

a charge of possession

of drug paraphernalis.

He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and released
on a promise to appear.
07/04/19 - 11:05 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Jordann llene
Jacobs, 25, of Fort Madi-
son at the intersection of
300th Street and Hwy. 218
in Montrose on a warrant
for failure to appear. She
was released on bond.
07/05/19 — 11:05 a.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Miranda
Elizabeth Meyers, 23, of
Keokuk, at the 300th Street
and Hwy. 218, on charge
of driving while barred.
She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
Those listed above a pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

OBITUARIES

JOE GRUBOR

Joe Grubor, 63, of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at his home.

He was born April 18, 1956 in Chicago, IL the son of Petar and Marija Shedbija
Grubor.

Joe graduated from Roosevelt High School in Chicago, IL.

He was the owner and operator of numerous rental properties
through the years.

Joe was a member of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

Joe was an avid coin and currency collector, He was a dedicated
father and grandfather. Joe was always happy to speak with or lend
an ear to family and friends and he will be missed very much by
many.

He is survived by his son, Justin Wojslaw of Seattle, WA and his
grandchildren.

A graveside service will be held at 12 noon, Wednesday at St. Sava Cemetery in
Libertyville, IL with Father Petar Sailovic officiating.

There will be no visitation.

The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.
com.

GRUBOR

OBITUARIES

BETTY J. BAKER

Betty J. Baker, 89, of Ft. Madison passed away peacefully on Friday, July 5, 2019 at
8:29 PM at her home surrounded by her family.
She was born on March 18, 1930 in Ft. Madison to Stephen “Roy”

and Dora Hall Clem. On October 23, 1948 she married Paul E. Baker,
Sr. and he passed away on February 20, 2007. Betty was a homemaker.
She enjoyed playing cards and was an avid Hawkeye and Cardinal fan.
Her greatest love was her family and she cherished the time she spent
with them.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

= IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You"

6/6
2022 43 47 52
Star Ball: 3

All Star Bonus: 2

6/6 iowa
48234665 6/6 MID-DAY 6/6 MID-DAY
Powerball: 1 156 2256
Power Play: 2 6/6 EVENING 6/6 EVENING

166 7256

Pen City Current encourages you
to play responsibly.

Survivors include two sons; Thomas (Cheryl) Baker of Ft. Madison
and John Baker of Ft. Madison; one daughter, Connie (Jerry) Levan-
doske of Burlington; thirteen grandchildren; seventeen great grandchildren and one
great great grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, two sons Robert and Paul, Jr., a
daughter and son in law Pam and Danny Bogert; two grandchildren, Morgan Levan-
doske and Chad Baker and two sisters.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory and a Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Online condolences may
be made at www.kinglynk.com.

BAKER

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers wherever

they are with digital ads.
Call Brian today! (319)470.9151
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Opinion/From the Front

A day in the garden ends with a call to 911

A man ran across Sharon Bortz’s back yard. He had
his shirt oftf and was wearing gray pants with a stripe
down the side. The man had his shirt balled up in his
fist as he ran.

Sharon said to her neighbor lady across the fence,
“That’s a prisoner!”

The neighbor lady said, “Oh, it can’t be”

Sharon had been outside fussing with her iris plants.
Mt. Pleasant is the Iris City, and she was proud of all
the different colors of iris she had—pink, white, blue,
and her favorite, purple. She was going to cut some
fresh flowers and take them into her kitchen to bright-
en up her home and add spring fragrance. After the iris
were done blooming, she would also dig some of them
up to give to friends. Spread the beauty!

She lived only a couple of blocks from the minimum
security prison in Mt. Pleasant. That man had to be an
escaped prisoner! Why else would he be running with
his shirt oft?

“Well, 'm going to call the police,” she told the
neighbor lady. The neighbor lady just rolled her eyes,
like Sharon was an idiot.

In the house, Sharon’s hands were shaking so badly,
she could hardly hold the phone, let alone dial 911. The

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

dispatcher came on and said, “State your name, address
and emergency.

Sharon’s voice was also shaking. She was barely able
to give her name and address. “A man, with his shirt
off, just ran across my backyard and through the creek,”
she told the dispatcher. “I've never called 911 before”

“You're doing fine, stay calm,” the dispatcher told her.
“What color were the pants?” Sharon told her, “Gray,
with a stripe down the side”

“Did you happen to notice if the shirt said ‘Inmate’
on it?”

“I couldn’t tell,” Sharon said. “It was balled up in his
fist. Is it alright for me to leave? I need to run errands”
“You go right ahead,” the dispatcher told her. “We’ll
take care of this”

Before Sharon could get backed out of her driveway,
there were red lights everywhere, and police dogs.

The next day, there was a knock at Sharon’s door.
There was a lady in uniform with a card in her hand.
She handed the card to Sharon and said, “I'm a captain
with the prison, and I want to thank you for calling
yesterday. When a call comes in to 911, it also comes to
the prison. We knew exactly what was happening, and
got the prisoners inside immediately and put the prison
on lock down. The man you saw was an escaped pris-
oner. He was on work detail, doing yard work, when he
decided to go for a little run. We found him hiding in
a ditch a short ways away. When we asked him where
he was going, he said he hadn’t decided yet. He is now
at the Ft. Madison facility with extra time added onto
his sentence. You did exactly the right thing by calling
911>

This incident happened half-a-dozen years ago.
Sharon’s back yard now has, in addition to iris—roses,
chrysanthemums, daffodils, peonies, hostas, and a few
lilies to compete with the iris. The neighbors all know,
do anything you want, but don’t mess with Sharon’s
yard!

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him a curtswarm@ya-
hoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-
photos-and-frames.com.

[t's our right to question - it's our responsibility to stay informed

VANDENBERG - Continued from Page 1

ing for news to come to them. With that being said,
we've been watching the responses lately to recent city
‘decisions. And in full disclosure, Pen City Current

has challenged city officials on decisions in the past so
we’re not carrying anyone’s water here.

But a couple things need to be written in clear form
so residents can have a good understanding of what's
happening in the city, based on information we have
access to.

First, let’s look at straightening Avenue L. That
stretch of road is planned to be redone as part of the
Business 61 overhaul through Fort Madison that is
scheduled to take place over the next five years. The
work could start as early as this fall on the east side.

So that money was allocated for that work five years
ago in plans, we might add, that were unveiled to the
public at more than five public information sessions
and several city council presentations in 2014. Infor-
mation is there for those that want to be informed.

The city was handed ownership of the stretch of
highway along with a fairly large check for its mainte-
nance, when the state ended Hwy 2 at the city’s west
end and transferred jurisdiction of Business 61 to the
city.

Because the state didn’t own the BNSF railroad
bridge (originally built for the Atcheson Topeka and
Santa Fe rail lines) it could turn over the route with-
out leaving an “orphan bridge” as the DOT’s Trans-

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

portation Commission described it 2013.

An October 8, 2013 report from the commission
showed a pavement rehab from Route 2 along U.S. 61
to the Mississippi River at $13.8 million. Instead of
contracting the work, the state transferred the road-
way and the $13.8 million over to the city, and the city
began formalizing plans for its reconstruction.

Specific to the point, the money is earmarked for
that construction project and is needed to show
matching funds for other state and federal grants to
help offset some of the increased costs. The money is
already allocated to that project and can’t be moved
to sewer projects, or other street work, or a bowling
alley.

City officials did consider momentarily an option to
borrow from the funds for other projects in the city,
specifically possibly funding Viking dock improve-
ments, but it would have to be paid back with a mar-
ket interest rate. That move didn't get much traction
and other avenues are being pursued.

When the city realized it could use a refund of
interest paid on the waste water treatment plant up-
grades to help remediate storm water drainage in the
city, they put together a plan for Avenue G curbing
and sidewalks.

Engineering estimates were embarrassingly off on
the project and it had to be scrapped, but the money
can't go to streets necessarily unless the work deals
with storm water runoft remediation. So now the
city’s looking at using the money in Riverview Park.
But it just can’t be absorbed into the general fund and
used for other projects. It just doesn’t work like that.

So, again, they are doing what they feel, as your
elected representatives, is in the best interest of the
city. And watch these meetings online. You can live
stream them on the city’s website and you'll see pas-
sionate people, making difficult decisions and giving
full-throated opinions based on their constituents’
input. Nothing is decided easily.

We recently saw City Manager David Varley give an
emotional scolding to the council for not giving him
what he needs to do his job, which in that situation
was hiring the sheriff’s department to oversee the
police department until a new police chief is hired.

We're at just about every city council meeting and
we're comfortable saying on average about 10 other
people outside of the media do as well. No one’s going
to tell me these people are dumb or uncaring. They
have opinions and those are based on feedback from
an informed, or uninformed, citizenry. That’s how it
works.

But look around the city. Yeah, we’re behind on
street improvements and it’s been neglected. But this

See BESIDE THE POINT, page 5
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Health News/Opinion

FMCH continues health series
with opioid discussion

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison Community Hospital (FMCH) will host the
next session in their monthly community health education series on Tuesday, July 9,
2019.

This session entitled “Opioid Addiction: Get the Facts” will take place from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. at FMCH in the Business Center Conference Rooms.

The FMCH team of Pharmacists, Joe Blunier, Audrey Housel and Sara Newton,
will lead the discussion on opioids.

FMCH Pharmacists Sara Newton and Audrey Housel will be two of the presenters
at the FMCH Health Series on Tuesday, July 9th. The topic of this months discussion
is Opioids.

There has been a lot of attention placed on the misuse and possibility of addiction
when prescribed opioids. This session will explore the full scope of opioid use start-
ing with what an opioid is, why they are prescribed-including goals and side effects,
identifying opioid addiction, alternatives to opioids when treating pain, and opioid
crises statistics.

The Pharmacists at FMCH act as a resource for all medication management and
education throughout the organization. They work with the health care providers
at FMCH to ensure proper medication and education of prescribed medication is
provided for the inpatient population, as well as, facilitating outpatient anticoagula-
tion clinics.

This educational session is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information call, 319-376-2244.

Courtesy Photo
FMCH Pharmacists Sara Newton and Audrey Housel will be two of the
presenters at the FMCH Health Series on Tuesday, July 9th. The topic
of this month’s discussion is Opioids.

No one wins in the blame game

BESIDE THE POINT - Continued from Page 4

group of leaders, we believe, is doing everything their staft and coffers allow them
to do. There is always a project underway somewhere to improve infrastructure:
a section of street here or there, a bridge replacement, a federally mandated sewer
separation that comes with zero federal dollars.

The blame game never has a winner. So as we bounce - yes, bounce - around
this city, it’s frustrating for us, too, but we choose to see what’s being done in the
name of progress. There is a large contingency of people in this town that rarely
look forward, and when they do, they look forward to making their arguments
while pointing behind them to the past.

Let’s point ahead with our both index fingers and walk in that direction with a
preponderance of the majority. You maintain your history for sure, but you can’t
alienate progress for the sake of it. There is a balance to be struck.

The city has an app that you can use confidentially to point out the nuisances in
this town. Literally, you download the app, and point and click. It’s that simple. Yet
only about 400 out of probably 7,500 that have cellphones have it on their phone
and very few are using it. It would appear that nuisances are being handled much
quicker through this app than phoning up city hall.

I've seen this post, “Why should we do their job”...because it's our community,
too, and we have expectations. We elected these officials, but our responsibilities as
citizens of our communities don’t end there. We must stay involved.

Do you mow your lawn? Why? If you don’t the city will do it, but they’ll bill you
$40-$50 an hour. Are you saving money or do you like to have your property well
represented? It’s the same with your community.

As an aside, you’ll be seeing some big ships docking and dumping a couple hun-
dred people regularly on the west side of Riverview Park in the very near future.
Enterprising individuals should be giving that some thought, but that’s Beside the
Point.

Dreaming of a new home?

Low closing costs,
Jow down payment, and
fast approval process

sets us apart
from other hanks.

Call Us Today!
319-469-3931

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Click this ad for details.



https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/iras
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Southeast lowa's Most Exclusive Gift Shop

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

Chocolates & Candy - Gourmet Food - Wine
Exquisite Floral Designs - Home & Seasonal Decor
Fine Gifts - Decorative Accessories

F
i
PPING

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627

319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

Great Atmosphere!
Fabulous Food!
Quality Handcrafted Brews!

319.372.8255

duckbrewing.com

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 Pm
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Your dog deserves

to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys,
and other unique items and gifts you won't find anywhere else!

705 9TH STREET, FORT MADISON - (319) 372-3294
WWW. DAWGSNDIVAS.COM

Largest Miniature Dollhouse Shoppe in Iowa
Stuff-A-Pet Station
9 am — 5 pm Tues.-Sat.

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

319.372.0599 | 877.875.6500 | 319.470.4674
820 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

- shop online at www.dollhousedreams.com i

Take A Step Back in Time & Visit

Hand-Scooped Ice Cream ¢ Old-Fashioned Fountain Drinks
Paninis ¢ Kids Meals ¢ Coffees * Floats and More!

820 Avenue G « Fort Madison, Iowa ¢ 319-372-0599

email: brenda@dollhousedreams.com « 9 am — 5 pm Tues.-Sat. « dollhousedreams.com

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,

st
Private Insurance, and 1701 41+ Street Fort

Madison, IA 52627

) ) Private Pay Accepted
s 1:;%5%': Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care
Visit Us Online!  www.grmwa.com  facebookcom/grwa Memory Care ~ Ventilator Support Like us on Facebook
(o]
WEDDING & EVENT CENTER 28
?D 8’-? Posters Art
o 58 i
/] g © Flyers S_Uprzlles
0 Printing
g = Office
Grand Things Happen Here @ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.2121
319.837.8132 Fort Madison, IA doddprinting com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

1903 West Point Rd

s h
Facebook/ interest

West Point, IA 52656

com

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant

brian@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.9151

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL CENDER

American Family Insurance
Melissa Pech

Customer Service Rep
Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.

Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com 601 Jefferson St.,

Burlington, Iowa, 52601
Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164
Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM
(800-692-6326)

(Cliick Uhis adl or calll for & quote todayl

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner



http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

LEND AHAND

623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison ¢ Keokuk ¢ Hamilton

319-372-6959

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

Monthly

Only $50%

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $24%°
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
Call Brian (319)470.9151

Friday, July 12" . 7:30-10:30pm

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday-Saturday
5:00pm

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue [
Fort Madison, lowa, 52627

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention
with lots of TLC

THE ART OF YOGA

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs
(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential “Cause who

wwww.cullenpest.com

SHUG (Brenda) DERR - OWNER

319-754-SHUG (7484) * email: service@shugstinytown.com

shugstinytown.com

3200 Agency St., Ste. 120 * Burlington, 1A 52601
9 am - 7 pm Mon. - Sat.
Sundays open for private parties only
Interactive Play Center to Encourage Creativity and Imagination
Party & Event Center

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug .

Commercial needs bugs?”

Archie’s Automotive, LLC

204 Avenue D ¢ West Point

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
WD, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company” /West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

Now Every

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth
with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

((Full Breakfast & Lunch « Daily Specials )

Double Dipper

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8
102 N. st Street - Montrose, 1A 52639
Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Friday

YOUR AD
HERE

Call Brian
(319)470.9151



https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.shugstinytown.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Fort Madison Community
School District
Ft. Madison, lowa

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-

washer, built-in  microwave.

Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-

fordable security deposit $300. HEAD CUSTODIAN

Must pass background & cred-

it checks (no felonies). Large HIGH SCHOOL
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet Fort Madison
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. Community School
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 District

sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

For more information
or to apply:
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

Gota
newstip?

Gall Chuck
(319)371.1670

FULL-TIME
SHORT HAUL

TRUCK DRIVER
HOME EVERY NIGHT

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Class A CDL required * Ag
background preferred. Local
daily trips + Capable of lift-
ing 50 Ibs. and climbing bulk
bins. Certified Motor Vehicle
Record Required. Pre-Em-
ployment Drug Screen. Entry
Level Drivers Considered.

Benefits Include: Health &
Disability Insurance, Retire-
ment Program, PTO Time,
Annual Bonus, Paid Vacation
Apply In Person
2033 Locust Street
St. Paul, IA 52657
Contact Sherri
at (319) 469-3167

FULL-TIME DENTAL ASSISTANT

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry currently has a position available
for a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655
EOE.

Superintendent review will
continue at July 15 meeting

SLATER - Continued from Page 1

Wondra said another closed session will be held July 15, as part of the district’s
regular monthly board meeting, to continue the review

It isn’t clear whether the review was triggered as a regularly scheduled annual
review, or as a special review in light of recent revelations from Head Varsity Basket-
ball coach Ryan Wilson that Slater made demands on her son’s playing time on the
team’s junior varsity squad.

Wilson came forward publicly with his concerns after an email was obtained by
Pen City Current that Slater had sent to the Board of Directors outlining concerns
over playing time given to Holy Trinity Catholic students in shared programs with
Fort Madison.

Slater said the current shared baseball program had resulted in less playing time
for Fort Madison students due to the “heavy presence” of Holy Trinity players and
she advocates for the Fort Madison students and wanted to schedule a meeting to
address the issue.

A meeting was scheduled but was canceled prior to taking place. In the email,
Slater also said.. “Our students don't have the choice to attend a private school...a
private school this district continues to programmatically support over and over
without return. Our students entrust us to provide opportunities for them.”

The controversy was ramped up when a video of Slater’s husband Scott surfaced
on social media channels confronting Wilson at a basketball camp in Quincy in
June. Slater’s husband was also suspended for one Fort Madison High School base-
ball game this year after violating team rules about parents approaching the dugout
during games. He was also reprimanded by an Iowa High School Athletic Associa-
tion official during a game at Holy Trinity Catholic for outbursts during the game.

The Slaters have open enrolled their son into the West Burlington School district
for the 2019-20 school year citing “pervasive harassment”, according to then in-
terim-WBISD superintendent, and former Fort Madison superintendent, Dr. Ken
Marang.

Pen City Current has requested from the West Burlington district all forms sub-
mitted as part of the open-enrollment request, but were denied access to part of the
submitted forms. The 2017-18 Iowa Open Enrollment Handbook, the most recent
available, classifies the documents as public records with redaction of personal stu-
dent information allowable. However, language in the handbook does not allow for
withholding the documents in their entirety. The Current has also reached out to the
Iowa Department of Education for clarification on access to the documents.

Slater started with the district just prior to the start of the 2016-17 school year and
will be entering the fourth year of two-year rolling contracts.

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

FAMILY CHICKEN
MEAL only $2200
Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2
Sides, & 4 Rolls
319-752-5767

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store
for details. Limited time offer.

BOGO 1/2 OFF
Buy 1 Adult Buffet
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store
for details. Limited time offer.

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th st. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Attention All Shopko Optical Customers

Dr. Peck will see you now!

We Offer:
Diagnoses
Treatments
New Frames and Lenses
Contact Lenses
Pediatric Eyecare
Family Eyecare

o And so much more!
Dr. Peck is now accepting new patients.
WE ACCCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS.
To get the best care for your eyes, come see Dr. Peck!
Dr. Larry D Peck O.D.

3rd Generation Optometrist
1813 Main St. « Keokuk, TA

319-524-3651

VISIONCLINIC
Keokuk


https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://fortmadisoneyeclinic.com/
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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YMCA taking

Submitted article

FORT MADISON - Fall Youth Soccer League
registration is now open at the Fort Madison Family
YMCA. The Y’s Soccer Program is broken into two
leagues, Little Tykes and Lee County. Both leagues
are designed to prepare and instruct players on the
fundamentals of the sport while playing in game
situations.

Little Tykes Fall Youth League - Available to girls
and boys 3 to 6 years of age. This league emphasizes
on fun, with players having the opportunity to learn
the basic skills of youth soccer while preparing them
for the next level through game situations. The im-
portance of teamwork, fair play, sportsmanship and
cooperation are also emphasized in this league. This
league is divided into two divisions: 3/4 years old and
5/6 year olds.

Registration deadline is August 24th; with late reg-
istration August 24th through August 31st. A $10 late
fee will be applied to all late registrations.

Practices for Little Tykes Soccer League begin on
Tuesday, September 10th with the season ending Oc-
tober 10th. Practices and games are held at the Baxter
Sports Complex on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 3
& 4 Year olds will be 5:30-6:00pm 5 & 6 Year olds will
be 6:00-6:30pm.

Lee County Fall Youth League - Available to 1st -
6th grade boys and girls. This league focuses on the
fundamentals of the game of soccer giving players
the ability to expand on skills all while continuing to
build positive sportsmanship to their foundation. Lee
County Soccer League is divided into the following
divisions: 1st/2nd grade, 3rd/4th grade, and 5th/6th
grade.

Registration Deadline is August 17th with late
registration August 17th through August 21st. A $10
late fee will be applied to all late registrations. Prac-
tices for Lee County Soccer League begin the week of

registrations for fall soccer

August 24th. An end of the season tournament will
be held for 3rd/4th Grade & 5th/6th Grade Divisions.
Games are held at the Baxter Sports Complex on
Saturday mornings.

Registration forms can be found online at www.
fortmadisony.org and at the Fort Madison YMCA
at 220 26th St. Fort Madison, Iowa starting July 8th.
Early registration is encouraged prior to initial dead-
lines to ensure a shirt for your player and to avoid the
late registration fee of $10.

In an effort to make the registration process easier
for everyone the Fort Madison Family YMCA will
introduce an online registration option with these
two leagues in the coming weeks. Those wishing to
register their player online should visit our website,
www.fortmadisony.org beginning July 15th for that
option.

The Y is also seeking volunteers to coach teams in
both leagues. For further information or to volunteer
as a coach contact Program Director, Noah Dean at
319-372-2403 or email noah.dean@fortmadisony.org.

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

[=;

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

MON 08 Jul

Scattered Clouds
High — 78.7° F | Low — 68.5° F

TUE 09 Jul

Broken Clouds

High— 81.6°F | Low - 72.8° F
WED 10 Jul

Light Rain

High— 88.1° F | Low — 64.7° F
THU 11 Jul

Clear Skies

High-77.1°F | Low — 65.1° F
FRI 12 Jul

Clear Skies
High— 79.8°F | Low — 67.0° F

OpenWeatherMap

No Plastic Bags
in the recycling bins

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop off sites, or
putting out your residential recycling bin for the pickup, please DO
NOT put items in plastic bags. They are not recyclable at Great River

Regional Waste Authority.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com

RWA

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, |1A
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa



http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.fortmadisony.org
mailto:noah.dean@fortmadisony.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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