INSIDE:

More pictures from the demolition of
the Richmond Field visitors press box.

See page 7
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WAnd down it comes

Here’s a picture log of volunteers taking down the visitor side press box at Richmond Stadium on
Friday and Saturday of last week. (See page 7 for more pictures) Building Trades instructor Clint
Kobelt, students, volunteer coaches, and school administrators helped tear the structure down.
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School board
to petition for
recount

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison school board
will be asking for a recount of Tuesday’s failed $30 mil-
lion school bond referendum.

The vote failed to reach the state-mandated 60% +1
vote threshold by .8% and school officials indicated Tues-
day that a recount could be in order.

Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise said Wednesday
the board would need to petition the county for the
recount. That petition would require 30 signatures and
would need to be submitted to her office no later than
three days from the canvass of the election, which will
take place at Tuesday’s Lee County Board of Supervisors
meeting.

“If they get that in, the next step would be to form a
recount board and that would consist of one person they
(the board) selects, one person I select, and then a third
person those two already selected would pick. And all
that has to be done in a time frame - it’s pretty quick,’
Fraise said.

“Then they would meet and count the ballots. They can
either count them manually or use the machine”

Fort Madison Community School District President
Tim Wondra said Tuesday that the board started the re-
count process on Wednesday and they are in the progress
of gathering signatures for the petition.

See PETITION, page 6

BNSF Bridge to be

closed Saturday

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Burlington-Northern Santa
Fe bridge in Fort Madison will be closed on Saturday
according to city officials.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Fort Madison
City Council, City Manager David Varley informed
the council and those in attendance that work on the
bridge will start at 6 a.m. and is planned for about 14
hours.

“That’s going to be closed for virtually the whole day,”

See CLOSURE, page 2
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Obituaries/Area News

Reynolds inks Future lowa act

New law is aimed at training

lowans for jobs

DES MOINES) - Gow.
Kim Reynolds signed
House File 2458, the
Future Ready Iowa Act,
on Tuesday at the Future
Ready Iowa Summit in
Des Moines.

Future Ready Iowa is
the governor’s plan to
train Iowans for the jobs

of tomorrow

of today and tomorrow.
The goal of Future Ready
Iowa is 70 percent of Iowa
workers having education
or training beyond high
school by 2025. In order
to reach that goal, anoth-
er 127,700 Iowans need
to earn post-secondary
degrees or other creden-

tials.

“This bill changes lives
by helping Iowans earn
credentials that prepare
them for rewarding ca-
reers in advanced manu-
facturing, computer sci-
ence, finance, health care
and many other fields,”
Gov. Reynolds said. “This
bill also helps employers
hire the skilled workers
they need to grow, which
means lowa communities

will be even more pros-
perous.”

The governor called on
the legislature to pass the
Future Ready Iowa Act in
her Condition of the State
address in January. The
bill passed both the Iowa
House and Iowa Senate
with unanimous, biparti-
san support. It passed the
Iowa House on March 13,
98-0 and the Iowa Senate
on March 19, 47-0.

Now through April 30th, 2018

In an effort to help decrease our carbon
footprint Griffins has gone green throughout
the shop! Now we are helping our
customers to do the same by offering:

FREE GREEN CHECK-UPS

(with every service)

FREE BATTERY DISPOSAL

(No purchase necessary)

EARN
UP TO

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE &
INSTALLATION OF QUALIFYING
FILTERS WITH OIL CHANGE SERVICE.

Rebate ends May 31st, 2018
See store for more details

SAVE MORE GREEN with these special offers!

Mention this coupon Mention this coupon Mention this coupon
at time of service! at time of service! at time of service!
$25 OFF $10 OFF Receive a

B e OIL CHANGE $5.00 Coupon
nouces for Kempker’s True Value

$50 OFF Seasonal Check Up:
with any service!

Any Repair or Maintenance Batter Suspension
Order $500 or More All Fluid Le?lels

$75 O F F Radiator & Coolant

Tires Lights
Any Repair or Maintenance g
Order $750 or More

PLUS Road Test

Excludes tires and batteries.
Cannot combine with any other
offers. One time use. Valid for

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.
Cannot combine with

Limited coupons available.
Schedule your service

OBITUARIES

CHARLENE ELLENORE
(FOTSCH) HOOD

Charlene Ellenore (Fotsch) Hood, 93, of Bonaparte,
Iowa, passed away at 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at
the Solon Nursing Care Center in Solon, Iowa.

Born February 18, 1925 in Boone,
Iowa the daughter of Paul and Agnes
(Anderson) Fotsch. On October 20, 1946,
she married Robert Ben Hood in Farm-
ington, Iowa. He preceded her in death
on June 3, 2006.

Survivors include one son: Steven
(Kathy) Hood of Bonaparte, Iowa; two
granddaughters: Erin (Josh) Hale of Ely,
Iowa and Alicia Salger of Ely, Iowa: five great grandchil-
dren: Josiah, Jordyn, Nathan and Noah Hale and Danica
Salger; one sister: Dorothy Klinkhammer of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa; two brothers: Harold Fotsch of Mendota Heights,
Minnesota and Wesley (Nancy) Fotsch of Solon Iowa. She
is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband: Robert;
parents, two brothers and three sisters.

Charlene graduated from Farmington High School. She
worked for Birtman Electric in Rock Island, Illinois for six
years. In 1950, she and her husband Robert purchased a
farm west of Farmington in which they farmed for twen-
ty-five years. She was also a supervisor for Farmington
Senior Center for twenty-seven years. Charlene was a life-
long member of Farmington United Methodist Church.
She enjoyed watching her granddaughters play in sporting
events, spending time with her great-grandchildren and
her dog “Missy’, playing cards with friends, traveling with
Robert and reading. She also enjoyed playing basketball
while in high school and had participated in two state
tournaments.

A visitation will be held from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 7, 2018 at the Farmington United Methodist
Church in Farmington, Iowa.

A funeral service will be held at 10:30 Saturday at the
Farmington United Methodist Church with Pastor Mi-
chael Elrod officiating.

Burial will be at the Farmington Cemetery.

Memorials have been established in her memory for
the Farmington Methodist Church, Farmington EMT’s or
Bonaparte First Responders.

Schmitz Funeral Home in Farmington is assisting the
family with arrangements. On-line condolences to the
family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.co

HOOD

Senior Community
BINGO

appointment today "
ails.

a limited time only! any other offers. *See store for full de

Valid for a limited time only!

2nd Wednesday of every month

- at 2pm in our dining room

319-372-2478

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

Like us on Facebook!

\ www.griffinmuffler.com \

2210 Avenue H * Fort Madison * 319.372.2243


http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.co
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Area News/Lottery Numbers

Glo Crazy for Education run set for
April 7

FORT MADISON - A 5K run/walk will be held on April 7 at
Baxter Sports Complex beginning at 8 p.m. Proceeds from the
event will go to the Elliott Test Kitchen in Fort Madison. The
event is being put on by Fort Madison service clubs including
Fort Madison Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary clubs as well as the Fort
Madison High School key club. Registration can be done at www.pencitycurrent.

com/glo-crazy/.

Lee County Bridges group to hold Keokuk
community-wide meeting April 16

The steering committee is hosting the next community-wide Bridges out of Pov-
erty training in Keokuk on April 16th from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the First Lutheran
Church located at 1101 Blondeau Street. The Public is invited to attend

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

— IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You

4/4 4/4
8 24 42 54 64 16 22 28 30 34
Powerball: 24 Star Ball: 2
Power Play: 4 All Star Bonus: 3
7]
4/4 MID-DAY 4/4 MID-DAY
559 2262
4/4 EVENING 4/4 EVENING
704 4854

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

Details released in Monday
morning accident

BY PCC STAFF

MONTROSE - A 75-
year old Burlington man
was taken to Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital
Monday morning follow-
ing a two-car accident at
the junction of U.S. Hwy
61 and Hwy. 218 on the
Montrose hilltop.

According to sheriff
reports, Danny Joseph
Brownlee of Burlington
was driving in a 2008
Chrysler Town & Coun-
try van when he collided
with a 2005 Sterling box
truck driven by Jamie Ray
Wrieden, 45, of Keokuk,
in heavy fog on top of the
hill.

Brownlee was trapped
in the vehicle and showed
several injuries. A witness
at the scene was holding
Brownlee’s head. The
witness, who was behind
Wrieden’s vehicle, said the
fog was so thick it was very
difficult to see any traffic.

Emergency crews broke
out the passenger side
middle window so crews
could get inside the van
to immobilize Brownlee,
while crews mechanically
removed the driver’s side
door to get him out.

Wrieden said he was
crossing the southbound
lanes to travel north on
Hwy. 218 and said, due to

the heavy dense fog that
hampered visibility, he
didn’t see Brownlee’s ve-
hicle until he was already
crossing the southbound
lanes.

He reported he saw
Brownlee’s headlights once
he was already in traffic
and Brownlee struck Wrie-
den’s vehicle in the passen-
ger side of the truck.

No citations were issued
at the scene and Wrieden
didn’t report any injuries at
the scene.

Montrose Fire & Rescue,
Lee County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and Lee County
EMS responded to the
accident.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

In the health of our community

FMCH HosPICE
VOLUNTEER TRAINING
When: May 1st, 3rd, & 7th at 6:00 - 9:00 PM

Where: FMCH Canella Conference Room

Registration is required by April 20th, 2018 and can be
completed online at www.fmchosp.com. For more
information or to register for the training program,
contact Debbie Green, Director of FMCH Home Health
& Hospice at (319) 376-2721.
The FMICH Hospice program is funded by
the FMCH Foundation.

>
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.
State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

1001306.1

Mic
Night 7000

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Protect your hottom line with

The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

= Producers who process, retail or direct market

¥ = Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
NO | and training

izl = Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

oN |
FLe B

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

M FARM BUREAU
@BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Western Agricultural Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CAD19 (12-14)

L
PeCceos
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.lIrisCityCleaners.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant

sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

~ APRIL SPECIALS ~

Mens & Kids Cuts
$12o00 plus tax

Womens Chemical Service

(Perms, Colors, Smoothing Treatments)

$10.00 OFF

New Dimensions Full Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, lowa
319-372-6291

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME
MARKETER

The Kensington in Fort Mad-
ison, IA has an outstanding
opportunity as a Marketer
for someone who is compas-
sionate, energetic and loves
seniors. Successful candi-
date will have high energy,
an ability to build relation-
ships, an upbeat and positive
attitude, excellent commu-
nication skills, and a VERY
strong ability to multi task.
This person must be dedicat-
ed to making a difference in
the lives of both residents &
their families.

Requirements:

» Bachelor's Degree or
equivalent in relative field
required.

* Previous experience in
healthcare, marketing,
programming, nursing or
related field required.

* Knowledge of the com-
munity and available net-
works.

* Must be detail oriented
and accurate.

+ Ability to work scheduled
hours based on person-
nel and community needs
including possible week-
ends and evenings.

« Ability to work inde-
pendently and/or interact
with team members at all
levels and promote team-
work.

 Ability to travel periodical-
ly for corporate meeting
and extensively within the
first 8 weeks of hire.

Apply online at:
www.agemark.com/careers/
EOE

#Shopl.ocal

Support your local
business community!

HOSPICE
MASSAGE
THERAPIST

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a Licensed
Massage Therapist. This is
a contracted position. Mas-
sage Therapist will provide
the client and caregivers with
massage therapy for pain
relief and relaxation. Some
documentation is required.
Licensure is required for
lowa and lllinois, or be willing
to obtain the license.

Submit resume to Margaret
Cook via mail to LCHD P.O.
Box 1426 Ft. Madison, |A
52627 or email cook@lee-
countyhd.org. Resume dead-
line is April 30th, 2018.

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Now Hiring
Line Mechanics
in Ft. Madison

Silgan Containers is current-
ly seeking Line Mechanics at
our Fort Madison plant. This
is a full time position with a
very competitive benefits
package.

As the largest provider of
metal packaging in the Unit-
ed States, Silgan Containers
is trusted by America’s most
respected brands. If you
have mechanical experience
and a willingness to learn,
Silgan might be the perfect fit
for your new career. Must be
able to work rotating 12-hour
shifts and mechanical experi-
ence in a manufacturing en-
vironment is a plus.

- Starting pay over $21/hr
with the possibility of over
$25/hr within the first two
years plus quarterly bonus
opportunities

» Competitive benefits pack-
age includes 401(k) match,
multiple healthcare plan op-
tions, dental, vision, educa-
tional assistance and much
more

* Rotating 12-hour shift
schedule allows for generous
days off

* High school diploma or
equivalency required, trade
school preferred

* Quality training provided
for those willing to learn but
must pass a written and prac-
tical mechanical aptitude test

If you are interested in more
information about this excit-
ing opportunity visit silgan-
containers.com/careers  or
contact:

Tim Ewing, Plant Human
Resources Manager
319-372-8491 x4760 or
tewing@silgancontainers.
com

Silgan Containers is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

Advertise
in a brand
new way.

Nissa
(319)520.8953
Shawna
(319)470.0622
Lee
(319)371.4125
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HELP WANTED

DRIVERS
WANTED!!!

We are looking for safe, de-
pendable drivers to join our
fleet of regional freight haul-
ers.

We Require: A Class A CDL
and a minimum age of 23
years.

We Offer: A $1500 sign on
bonus, bi-annual safety bo-
nuses, health insurance, va-
cation time (up to 4 weeks),
a Christmas Club, a Simple
IRA retirement plan with
company match and very
competitive wages.

We Operate: Late model
equipment. 100% dry van
freight. 99% no touch freight.
Upper Midwest Lanes. No
East or West Coast!

We value home time as well!
Our drivers are through Fort
Madison a couple times per
week and off on weekends!
Call or E-Mail us today!

See our website for addition-
al details.

brad@johnsontruckline.com

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint
and carpet. Located at the
corner of 15th street and Ave
E (large white building — the
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Call 319-470-8711.

Toll Free: 800-548-3705
Phone: 319-372-2099
Fax: 319-372-1795
www.johnsontruckline.com
www.facebook.com/john-
sontruckline

SALES
SUPERHERO
WANTED

Pen City Current has an ex-
citing opportunity in media
sales available for a cus-
tomer service maniac who is
goal-oriented and creative,
with a strong drive to suc-
ceed. Prior sales and media
experience is a plus, but not
necessary. Must be Inter-
net and social media savvy,
as well as highly computer
literate. If you love working
with people and thinking out-
side the box, this opportunity
could be perfect for you!

Pen City Current offers a fun,
rewarding, and family-like
working environment with
lots of flexibility. Our mission
is to help our customers suc-
ceed while providing #Hyper-
LocalSuperFresh content for
our readers 24/7. If you're
interested in learning more,
shoot us an email, message
us on Facebook, or DM us on
Twitter.

SALON SPACE
FOR RENT

Ready to open! Nice, friendly
atmosphere, all utilities in-
cluded. New paint & flooring.
$325 per month. Located at
the corner of 15th street and
Avenue E. 319-470-8711.

Everyhody
hates
YOul.

Selling
classic
carsina
modern
way
Youdon't see
bullying like
his every day.
Your kids do.
Up to 200 words ophctribat
1 photo « 14 days abystande.
FREE o
Place your Stopulling gov
ad online
24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com
°
Email your
ad to
classifieds e::it current.com
Call
(319)371.4125
Place your ad

online 24/7

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

Turning Hope into Reality

Real Estate & Personal Property

AUCTION

Dallas City, llinsis

Auction held on site:

192 West 4th St.

I:iome
Sells at
12PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 46, 2018 AT 1T0AM
Open House on Friday, March 23rd, 10-11am

TWO STORY HOME ON CORNER LOT
Take a look at this spacious two story home built in 1890 with 1,888 sq.ft. on two levels.
The main level features a kitchen with refrigerator & electric stove, spacious living room
and an adjoining bedroom with washer/dryer hookups and updated carpet. Also on the
main level is a handicap accessible bathroom.
The open stairway leads to two bedrooms and a bath. The attached breezeway has a
workshop area which attaches to the single car garage. The garage also has a storage

room. All situated on a 75'x123" corner lot. Car
Sells at
\12PM

VEHICLE: 2011 Chevrolet Impala LT, 106,305 miles,
4dr, V6 Flexfuel, automatic
ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Secretary with glass front bookcase;
Glass front pie safe; Kitchen cabinet w/ flour bin; (4)Glass
front sectional bookcase; 4 drawer dresser w/ mirror; 3 drawer
dresser w/ mirror; Vanity w/ mirror; Accent table; 6 gal. crock;
Antique pictures; Antique wall phones; Stamp collection

TV, APPLIANCES & MODERN FURNITURE: Samsung 55"
UHD TV, 4K; GE electric dryer; Maytag washer; Entertainment
center; (2) Lazy Boy recliners; Electric lift chair; End tables;
Dining room table & 4 chairs; Corner cabinet; Couches;
Recliners; Full bed w/ night stand; Chest of drawers; Dressers;
Antique dishes; Hall’s kitthenware; Glassware; Kitchen
utensils; Lamps; Christmas decorations; Bookshelves; Book
collection including Western’s & others; Kirby vacuum; Alum
ext. ladder; Bench grinder; Vice; Bolt bin; Lawn & garden tools.

HOMER LEON IKERD ESTATE & DARIN LYNN GENTRY
Darin Gentry & Jaime Shultz - Co-Executors
William A. Rasmussen-Attorney
217-357-2107

Capps, Ancelet, Rasmussen & Icenogle,

55 S. Adams St., P.O. Box 250, Carthage, IL o

319.385.2000 | SteffesGroup.com | Mt Pleasant, IA

lllinois Auctioneer License #441001748 — Broker License #471006809

—



http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
mailto:brad@johnsontruckline.com
http://www.johnsontruckline.com
http://www.facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://www.facebook.com/johnsontruckline
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
http://StopBullying.gov
http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://steffesgroup.com/Auction/AuctionDetails?Name=ikerd-estate---hancock-county-illinois-real-e-31468

6 - Pen City Current - Thursday, April 5, 2018

From the Front/Weather

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 05 Apr

Snow
High — 35.5° F | Low —24.3° F

FRI 06 Apr

Snow
High—28.2° F | Low — 18.4°F
SAT 07 Apr

Clear Skies
High—32.2°F | Low - 19.4°F

SUN 08 Apr

Snow
High —35.5° F | Low — 32.6° F

MON 09 Apr

Snow
High— 34.8° F | Low — 32.5° F

OpenWeatherMap

You can’t beat FREE! IEI.’FFEJ
Subscribe to #PCC today I
Paid options also available. E

Remaining absentees could
make recount closer

PETITION - Continued from Page 1

Unofficially there were 1,747 votes in favor of the
referendum and 1,202 against. Social media was ablaze

Tuesday night with numbers indicating that 24 more yes

votes would have passed the referendum. That was the
number of votes if converted to yes votes would have
resulted in enough to pass the bond, not just 24 more

additional Yes votes.

The absentee ballots came in at 943 Yes, and 459 No
for a 67% approval. According to Nikki Sugars, the Lee

County deputy auditor and elections administrator, there

are currently 63 absentee ballots still unreturned. She
received seven in the mail on Wednesday for a total of
70. In the unlikely event that all 70 were in favor of the
referendum. That would push the Yes votes to 1817 for
a total of 3019 votes. That would total 60.19%, which in
theory would approve the bond. But that would require
all of the absentee ballots having been postmarked by
April 2, and all would need to be returned.

According to Fraise, there are also four provisional bal-

lots in the county’s possession. Those are ballots where
the voter couldn't prove residency at the polls and they
need to bring in proof of residency prior to the canvass

for the votes to count.

The district has put the referendum in front of voters
three different times, the last of which was June 27, 2017
when a $27 million bond failed with a 1528-1212 result
with a 55.8% approval.

Absentees in that referendum had a 64.7% approval,
but Tuesday saw roughly 600 more absentees generating
just a 2.3% higher approval.

Another interesting contrast was voters at Grace Bible
Church in Wever voted against the measure in both of
the previous efforts , 81-87 in 2016 and 121-125 in June,
but this time around had a majority in favor of 137-109,
with the exact same number of voters as in 2017.

Voters at the West Point Library, who were taking a hit
on social media for not helping carry the referendum,
voted 102-175 (43.3%) in December of 2016 and 124-241
(33.9%) in June, and voted 162-293 on Tuesday (35.6%).
The total voters Tuesday was 90 more than 2017 and 178
more than 2016.

The Fort Madison city polling locations have not car-
ried the needed 60% in any of the three elections.. Only
absentee voting has surpassed the required 60%.

Amtrak’s Southwest Chief won’t run this weekend

BRIDGE - Continued from Page 1

Varley said. “And because
of the work being done,
we also received notifica-
tion that the Southwest
Chief, the Amtrak that
runs basically between

Kansas City and Chicago
will also not be running
that day”

The work will stop the
Amtrak Southwest Chief
run for Saturday and

Sunday and no alternative  running
transportation will be Andy Williams, director
provided. of public affairs for the

“Sometimes bigger
cities will run buses
or things like that, but
for those two days the
Southwest Chief will be

BNSF region that includes
Iowa and Illinois, said the
bridge will be closed from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. to do rail
platform repairs.

waste
* Reduce * Reuse * Recycle

acceptable materials, & more

Ft. Madison Main Office: Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, IA

1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean,
too! Here are just a few of the ways you can help:

* Properly dispose of your household hazardous
waste materials, construction debris, & electronic

* Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

» Check our website for proper disposal methods,

Spring Cleaning
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“You can kill the lights and the amplifiers/But dreams don’t
care if you're tired,” “No Rest”

With his sixth studio album, the aptly named Love Hope
Faith, his follow-up to 2014’s Thanks for Listening, Colt Ford
continues to live out his boyhood dream — the one where you
“wake up on a mission/to buy that beat-up Gibson,” as he
sings on “No Rest.” Love Hope Faith is exactly that, a mes-
sage to to his loyal fan base, and a strike against the divisive-
ness plaguing our country, celebrating the things that bring
us together — friends, family, our faith in a better future.
Featuring such guests as Music City stalwarts Brad Pais-
ley (“Lookin’ for a Hand Out”), Toby Keith (“Time Flies”),
Lady Antebellum’s Charles Kelley and brother Josh (“Young
Americans”) and veteran rockers Lit (“I'm Mud”); promis-
ing newcomers like Waterloo Revival’s Cody Cooper and
George Birge (“Dynamite”), Tyler Farr (“My Truck”), Tay-
lor Ray Holbrook (“Reload”), Javier Colon (“No Rest”) and
Granger Smith (“Keepin’ It Real”), Love Hope Faith is the ul-
timate populist country record, featuring a little something
for everyone.

“I'm just trying to bring people together,” says the Georgia
native, a one-time golf pro who still frequents the links and
the co-founder/owner of his own Average Joes Entertain-
ment. “There’s so much conflict out there, it’s hard to decide
who’s right and who’s wrong.”

And while he admits to a populist fan base and down-to-
earth, “Keepin’ It Real” attitude, Colt cautions, “I'm not a
politician. I'm a musician, a performer. We have to get past
our differences and find a common ground.”

And what better way to do that with Colt Ford’s ground-
breaking hybrid of country, blues, rock and rap rhythms,
who has built up a following that started with mud trucker
events and graduated to arena status sharing the stage with
the likes of golfing buddy Toby Keith.

From the statement of beliefs in “Reload” (“We can agree to
disagree. That doesn’t make you a bad person, I'm just tell-
ing you what I think. If you pet that dog, you might get bit”)
and the adolescent dreams of “trying to live big in a small
town” in “Young Americans,” singing “Free Bird” and “Free
Falllin’ to the country/EDM mash-up of “Dirt Road Disco”
(“Can there be a more fun song than that?”) and the ode to
the joys of running your fingers in the wind of an open car
window (“Lookin” For a Handout”) or “one more shot of
Baccardi” in “Time Flies,” Colt Ford breaks boundaries and
mends fences along the way.

RiverFest 2018

August 5th, 2018!

“I feel more confident than ever as an artist,” says Ford, and
while he numbers some of the most important supporters in
Music City, his lack of country radio acceptance and award
show accolades continues to drive him. “I've given it my
best shot. Some of that outsider thing is tongue-in-cheek, but
some of it is true. I'm unbelievably accepted by artists and
songwriters. There’s no one I can’t work with. They know
I'm real. I've built those relationships over time, and I feel
I've created a body of work.”

Love Hope Faith was created with some of the leading song-
writers in music today, Jeff Hyde (“Lookin’ for a Hand Out”)
and Justin David (“Time Flies”) to Jaren Johnston, Neil Ma-
son and Jesse Frasure (“Dirt Road Disco”) to Walker Hayes
& Thomas Archer (“No Rest”) and Eric

Dodd & Alex Hall (“Dynamite”). Still, it is the sturdy perso-
na of Colt Ford that gives them their consistency.

“There are a lot of different styles on this album, but I think
my fans will hear it’s just me,” he says. “As long as I remain
true to myself, I can delve into all of them.”

Songs like the rock/hip-hop “Dynamite” reference the Scor-
pions (“rock like a hurricane”), Marvin Gaye (“let’s get it
on”), Michael Jackson (“Billie Jean on the radio”) and Jay
Z, while the first single, “4 Lane Gone,” sports a full-blown
rock intro before settling into a lament for a lost romance
in which the individuals are on their separate paths. “My
Truck” is a hilarious “can you top this” playground rank-
out session, while the anthemic “I'm Mud” is just that, a
self-deprecating, but in-your-face song from the perspective
of the dirt below (“I've been played on, spit at, kicked until
I turned to dust”). “Keepin’ It Real” is just that... Colt on
staying the distance, “headlights on the highway /just keep
going... Beer is cold and life is good.”

“No Rest” probably sums up Colt’s ambitions on Love Hope
Faith, his tribute to being a working musician, what he calls
“my version of "My Way.””

“I'm proud of that song,” he says. “I think it's one of the
best I've ever done. It’s not just about being a rock star, but
accomplishing your dreams, a passion that can’t be stopped.
Anyone who has that drive will appreciate it. Everybody’s
got fears, but when you hear that song, it's me.”

“I built walls... and I'll be here when they’re gone,” he says,
taking the role of “I'm Mud,” but you know he might as well
be talking about himself.

Love Hope Faith is Colt Ford’s musical message, one so uni-
versal it tears down those walls, then invites everyone into
the tent.

Band To Be Announced - 3:00 to 4:30
StumpTown - 4:30 to 6:00
The NATU Band - 6:30 to 8:00
Colt Ford - 8:30 to 10:00

Tickets will soon be available at a

Casey’s General Store near you!

2018 RiverFest Line-Up features some of the
hottest national, regional and local acts around!

KEMPKER’S

Ft. Madison + Burlington
M. Pleasant
Grimes * Huxley

Matt Lafrenz

Joshua Denning & Associates

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

-
31942

Visit RiverFest online:

www.riverfestfm.com Q

facebook.com/riverfestfm

Tickets Available Now On:

Music never stays the same. Its always moving in a new di-
rection and changing in new, unexpected ways. Thats how
music remains relevant. You could say the same about the
Southeast, Iowa based country /rock band, StumpTown. The
band has been touring all over the midwest in since 2015.
StumpTown has been bringing a unique blend of original,
classic and modern country, rock, and even pop music to as
many new fans as possible. This explosive and innovative
arrangement of music has made StumpTown one of the hot-
test bands in the Iowa/Illinois/Missouri tri-state area.

This group continually pushes the envelope honing their dis-
tinct hard-driving sound to a razor sharp edge. Ultimately,
StumpTown knows that hard work and dedication to mak-
ing and performing great music brings success, and they
have been earning this success one show and one song at a
time. They love to write new and unique music, love to play,
and love to perform for their fans. Most importantly they
love being a part of a very new and unique brand of country
rock and roll music called StumpTown. Their infectious har-
monies, catchy lyrics and driving grooves already have fans
singing out loud. And that makes a sound you don’t get to
hear very often. It's the sound of a band ready to go down in
history. StumpTown is: Jerad Harness- vocals, thythm gui-
tar Nathan Gosnell- lead guitar, backing vocals Jessie Carel-
bass guitar, backing vocals Dakota Weber- Drums

In 2008, Natu began a career in Professional Boxing. He was
a highly ranked professional and fought several times on
National television including a USBA World Title fight. He
was a training partner for Legends such as Evander Holy-
field, Vladimir Kiltschko, James Toney, and more.

Towards the end of 2015, Natu began his music career play-
ing in local venues. In 2017 he competed in a Songwriter
competition in Tennessee called Nashville Rising Star that
also hosted 2016 ACM Female Artist of the Year, Kelsea Bal-
lerini. Natu won the fan votes but finished as runner up.
Shortly after NRS, Natu formed a band with various profes-
sional musicians in Central Illinois called The NATU Band.
After an invitation to perform on Broadway for Nashville’s
CMA Festival 2017, Natu has since been working with Nash-
ville Songwriters, and Producers he met to solidify his sec-
ond EP set to be released February 2018.
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