
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – He 
hasn’t walked across the 
stage to get a diploma, or 
flip a tassle. But he’s ahead 
of his class for sure.

Holy Trinity Catholic 
senior Mason Holvoet 
worked his way through 
auctions in Iowa, Illinois, 
and Missouri, squirreled 
away some money and 
now, at just 17, owns his 
own auction and real 
estate company.

Without any funding 
help from family or loans, 
which he’s too young for 
anyway, Holvoet paid an 
attorney, bought a truck, 
bought a topper to call 
from, built a website and 
now is a legitimate busi-
ness owner.

Oh yeah…and he’s also 
the president of the Fort 
Madison High School 

Future Farmers of Amer-
ica and has been class 
president at Holy Trinity 
for the past four years.

He can’t drink a beer, 
but he can hold a con-
versation with just about 
anyone in the room, and 
talks of his passion and 
excitement for auction-
eering like a seasoned 
pro.

It would actually be 
kinda tough to prove he’s 
not one.

Holvoet owns Premier 
Auction and Realty Ser-
vices LLC, out of Wever, 
and has been building 
and promoting his busi-
ness for the past three 
months. As a senior, he 
qualified for an intern-
ship program at HTC 
and works for Sharpless 
Auctions in Iowa City on 
Wednesdays. The auc-
tion is the largest weekly 

Pen City Current
INSIDE:
P.O.R.T. committee plans annual Ugly 
Sweater 5K at Baxter Sports Complex.

See page 9
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison city officials intend 
on keeping a portion of 8th Street blocked off for fear of 
further crumbling of a building downtown.

On Saturday a portion of a structural column on a 
building owned by Bryan Humphrey at 732 Avenue G, 
shifted causing the exterior brick to collapse and fall 
to the sidewalk on the east side of 8th Street between 
avenues G and H. Additional sagging and leaning can be 
seen from the west side of the property.

The debris was cleaned up over the weekend and 
Monday evening, but city officials aren’t convinced the 
damage is abated.

City Manager David Varley said Tuesday morning the 
city will keep the street closed for now.

“It would be irresponsible for us to open that street 
back up at this point,” he said.

He said a structural engineer did show up at City Hall 
on Friday per a deadline the city had put in place. He 
said the engineer indicated the damage in all likelihood 
was contained to the column that settled over the week-
end.

A plan of action on the building is also expected at 
City Hall, but Varley stopped short of saying there was a 
deadline.

See STREET, page 8

City to keep 8th 
Street blocked 
off downtown

Viking signs dock lease deal with Burlington

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison officials learned 
Tuesday that Burlington has signed an agreement with 
Viking Cruise Lines for docking rights once the cruise line 
is up and running on the Mississippi.

Burlington officials approved a two-year initial deal 
Monday night with the cruise company to start in 2022 
with 30 projected stops.

The move puts into 
question efforts by Fort 
Madison city officials to 
have Viking dock in Fort 
Madison. The city and the 
cruise line have been in 
talks for more than three 
years to formalize an 

agreement.
At a city council meeting in October, Mayor Brad 

Randolph said some misinformation about the depth of 
water needed for the ships to dock came to light and the 
cruise line could possibly use the current pier to dock, 
making the idea of having two cruise lines docking in Fort 
Madison a possibility.

American Cruise Lines uses the pier now. Initially the 
city was looking at about a $1.7 million expense to extend 
the pier out to deeper water for Viking, but that water 
depth is now not an issue.

Mayor-elect Matt Mohrfeld said he’d had a conversation 
with Viking representative David Simmons about week 
ago.

“He said Fort Madison may not work out with the sig-
nificant improvements that would be required,” Mohrfeld 
said. “I’m coming in on this at the 11th hour, but that’s the 
thumbnail of what I know.”

Mohrfeld said if Viking ends up eventually with more 
boats on the river excursions and Fort Madison offers 

City officials say there’s still 
room for Viking in Fort Madison

RANDOLPH MOHRFELD

See CRUISE, page 8

HTC senior Mason Holvoet stands next to the 
truck and topper he purchased this year as 
part of his auction company, Premier Auction 
and Realty, LLC.

Courtesy Photo

Holvoet finds ‘calling’ at young age
HTC senior executes business 
plan as a 16-year-old

See AUCTION, page 9
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 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

Martha Hawes, Digital Media Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Lee County’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 20 Nov

Moderate Rain
High– 55.9º F | Low – 50.3º F

THU 21 Nov

Light Rain
High– 51.4º F | Low – 32.4º F

FRI 22 Nov

Overcast
High– 39.2º F | Low – 35.6º F

SAT 23 Nov

Overcast
High– 39.3º F | Low – 38.4º F

SUN 24 Nov

Overcast
High– 40.2º F | Low – 33.0º F

OpenWeatherMap

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

11/18/19 – 8:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Robert 
Lavern Keith, 25, of St. Paul, 
Iowa in the 1500 block of Av-
enue H, on a charge of driv-
ing under suspension. He 
was released upon citation.
11/18/19 – 9:33 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Ronald Dean Ough, 60, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
1000 block of 34th Street 
on a charge of driving 
under suspension. He was 
released upon citation.
11/19/19 – 12:35 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jillian Marie Bryant, 33, of 
Fort Madison, in the 2500 
block of Avenue L, on a 
warrant for contempt of 
court. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
11/19/19 – 5:46 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 

Marcus Richard Weiler, 35, 
of Fort Madison in the 1100 
block of 22nd Street on a 
charge of domestic abuse 
assault. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

11/18/19 – 6:20 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Joseph Cash 
Kelly Lancaster, 22, of 
Revere, Mo., on a warrant 
for probation violation. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

11/18/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to five medical calls 
and one assist call.

Tri State Rodeo’s Chuck Kempker and General Chairman Tony Johnson were on hand in 
Louisville this past weekend at the Great Lakes Pro Rodeo Circuit Finals and received the 
Great Lakes Circuit Large Rodeo of the Year for 2019. Johnson said it was the first time 
since about 2012 that the rodeo won the award. Pictured with Kempker and Johnson is 
GLC President Wayne Knutson.

Courtesy photoTri-State Rodeo win GLC Large Rodeo of the Year

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://cyberhounds.org
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

We are honored to be chosen
to care for the oral health

of your entire family.

11/18
15 22 28 35 37
Lucky Ball: 17

11/18 MID-DAY
6 2 4

11/18 EVENING
6 7 3

11/18 MID-DAY
1 0 6 5

11/18 EVENING
0 1 8 6 

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

DOVETTA HELMERS
Dovetta Helmers, 48, of LaHarpe, Illinois passed away Sunday, November 17, 2019 

at the Fort Madison Community Hospital.
    She was born December 31, 1970 in Fort Madison, the daughter of Robert F. 

And Dorothea Parker Cochran. On September 6, 1997 she married Derek Helmers.
Dovetta was a graduate of Central Lee High School in Donnellson, 

Iowa. She worked as a CNA and cook in the LaHarpe area. She always 
enjoyed seeing and visiting with her co-workers and customers.

    She loved animals, sewing, collecting wolf figurines and rocks. 
She enjoyed nature, observing clouds, riding motorcycles with her 
husband and spending time with her family and friends.  She was a 
very caring and giving person and continued that after her death by 
being an organ donor.

    She is survived by her husband; three children, Breanne Helm-
ers of Detroit, Michigan, Rick (Sloan Kirkenslager) Blumer of Knightdale, North 
Carolina and John D. Helmers of Warrensburg, Missouri; her parents, Robert and 
Dorothea Cochran of Argyle, Iowa; two sisters, Bonita Cass of Bonaparte, Iowa and 
Mary (Dave) Eid of Wever, Iowa; two brothers, John (Angie) Cochran of Argyle and 
Tom (Vicki) Cochran of Danville, Iowa; her mother-in-law, Sharon (Tate) Lindahl 
of Macomb, Illinois; one brother-in-law, Doug (Amanda McColpin) Helmers of 
Rothville, Missouri; one sister-in-law, Debbie (Tim) Canfield of Ada, Oklahoma and 
several nieces and nephews. Dovetta was preceded in death by grandparents.

    Friends may call after 3:00 p.m. Thursday, November 21, 2019 at Banks & Beals 
Funeral Home in LaHarpe where the family will receive friends from 5:00 until 8:00 
p.m. A funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday at Banks & Beals with Jerry 
Brown officiating. Cremation will be accorded following the service. A memorial 
fund has been established for the LaHarpe Fire Department or the LaHarpe Am-
bulance Service. To leave a condolence or sign the guest book please visit Dovetta’s 
obituary at banksandbeals.com.

JANET ANN ROONEY
Janet Ann Rooney, 81, passed away at 12:29 p.m. Monday, November 18, 2019, at 

Sunnybrook in Fort Madison, Iowa.
She was born November 11, 1938, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the daughter of Wayne 

Douglas and Virginia Belle (Jones) Watkins. On August 28, 1957, she married 
Lawrence “Mouse” Rooney at the Donnellson Presbyterian Church, in 
Donnellson, Iowa. He preceded her in death on January 13, 2010.

Survivors include her two daughters: Gini (Doug) McAdams of 
Montrose, Iowa and Jill (Lyle) Thompson of Donnellson, Iowa; two 
sons: Pat (Patty) Rooney of Donnellson, Iowa and Jon (Jocelyn) 
Rooney of Donnellson, Iowa; fourteen grandchildren: Scott, Katelyn, 
Mark, Joseph, Jena, Kara, Christine, Jon, Brandon, Benjamin, Adam, 
Raina, Sharraden and Dustin; fourteen great grandchildren: Emi-
li, Elizabeth, Holden, Heath, Emorie, Joseph, Leah, Greyson, Riley, 

Brooklyn, Liam, Ainslee, Scarlett and Rosealie; two sisters: Phyllis Thatcher and 
Charlotte Appledorn. She is also survived by several nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her parents and husband.
Janet was a 1957 graduate of Donnellson High School. She enjoyed playing euchre, 

horses and basketball.
The family will receive friends from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Friday, November 22, 

2019, at Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson.
A private family graveside service will be held at Argyle Memorial Gardens.
A memorial has been established in her memory.
The Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.
com.

ERMA WOLGEMUTH
Erma R. Wolgemuth, 93, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Monday, November 

18, 2019 at 8:04 AM at the Great River Klein Center.
She was born on March 10, 1926 in Ft. Madison to Arthur and Margaret Sherwood 

Marlette.  On March 30, 1949 she married Charley “Dale” Wolgemuth 
in Ft. Madison and he passed away on April 17, 2016.  Erma was a 
homemaker.  She enjoyed square dancing and making crafts, especial-
ly dolls.

Survivors include one son, Gary (Genila) Wolgemuth of Burlington; 
three grandchildren, Brian Wolgemuth, Dustin Wolgemuth and Kelly 
Johnson; twelve great grandchildren; one step grandchild, Hillary 
Wolgemuth; three step great grandchildren.  She was preceded in 

death by her parents, husband, a son Randy and three brothers.  
 Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & 

Crematory.  A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 1 
PM at Oakland Cemetery.  

Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

WOLGEMUTH

ROONEYHELMERS

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://banksandbeals.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Current-Lee

THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!
Ft. Madison Main Office:

2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

LEE COUNTY – The following is a list of current events and happenings in Fort 
Madison and north Lee County as submitted to the Pen City Current.

Fort Madison Wine & Beer Walk
Glasses go on sale this Friday at River Rocks from 5 to 7 p.m. for $10. The event 
will be held in downtown Fort Madison on Friday, Nov. 22 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Backyard Birds
The Lee County Conservation will host a free birdwatching program on Satur-
day, Nov. 16 at the Heron Bend Conservation Center in Montrose. A naturalist 
will start the program at 9:30 a.m. and then bird watching and counting will be 
held. LCCB will provide binoculars. No pre-registration is required.

Memorial Turkey Shuffle
The annual Alice and Leo Schiller Memorial Turkey Shuffle will take place Nov. 
28 beginning at 8:30 a.m. at Ernie and Cheryl Schiller’s house 2224 204th Ave-
nue just east of Donnellson off Hwy. 2. Visit the following link for registration 
http://livehealthyleecounty.org/index.php/community-events

Community Thanksgiving
The annual Community Thanksgiving will be held Nov. 28th beginning at 11:30 
a.m. at Fort Madison High School. Dine in is available and carryouts are avail-
able after 12:30 p.m. Call 319-371-5706 between Nov. 18th and 25 for deliveries 
or to volunteer. You can also contact the chamber at 372-5471 or by email at 
chamber@fortmadison.com.

Holiday Window competition
Businesses are being encouraged to take part in the Fort Madison Partner’s 
Holiday Window Display Competition. Decorate a window, send a picture, get 
likes on Facebook and the business with the most hits wins. Deadline to sign up 
is Nov. 27. Windows will go on Facebook starting Dec. 4 with voting from Dec. 
4-11th. The winner will be announced Dec. 13.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public Library is holding a weekly book sales from 
11 a.m to 1 p.m. on Thursday’s at the Public Library.

Lighted Parade Float Work Nights
Float work nights for the annual holiday lighted parade are held every Monday 
starting Sept. 30 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 1200 Avenue I. Entrance is through 
the back. Call the Chamber at 319-372-5471 for more information.

Mistletoe on Main
This year’s event will be held on Nov. 30, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in downtown 
Fort Madison. Shop local, and enjoy a day of Christmas cheer. Special treats, 
carriage rides, the North Pole Express and Santa!

PORT Ugly Sweater Fun Run
The annual fundraiser for the P.O.R.T. committee will be held on Dec. 1, 2019 at 
Baxter Sports Complex beginning at noon.

Enchanted Forest
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s Enchanted Forest will be held in the 
Lee County Bank building following the Lighted Parade, and on Nov. 30 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with Santa expected from 10 a.m. noon. The Forest will also 
be open on Saturdays Dec. 7, 14, and 21 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Businesses are 
encouraged to bring and decorate a tree for $25.

Christmas Lighted Parade
The annual lighted parade will be held on Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m. Call the Chamber 
at 319-372-5471 for more information.

Food Drive
The Keokuk Salvation Army is looking for donations to stock the Food and 
Soap Pantry from Nov. 1 -18th. Drop off locations locally include American 
Eyecare

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s Only Community Bingo on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 2 p.m. The event is free for seniors and cash priz-
es are awarded. Caregivers Connection is held the 4th Tuesday of every month 
at noon. Call 319-372-4233 to reserve your seat.

CURRENT-LEE

http://www.grrwa.com
http://livehealthyleecounty.org/index.php/community-events
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com


6 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, November 20, 2019

Classifieds

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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1135 Ave. E
Wednesday-Saturday

6:00pm

Friday, November 22nd • 7:30-10:30pm

The Hill Siders

https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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Classifieds

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

Call (319) 371-4619 for inquiries

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We want YOU to…
“GRO” with us

Packaging/Machine Operators – R9008
Job: Safety and efficiently perform various tasks associ-
ated with the packaging of liquid products and operating 
various packing machines on production lines.
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment. 

All Shifts Available
Pay: $16.23

Yard Tractor Operator - R1899
Job: Safely and effectively move trailers around the 
yard, as to support production/shipping needs. 
Qualifications: Forklift experience, current or previous 
CDL preferred.  

3rd Shift Opening
Pay: $20.60

EHS&S Technician - R2171
Job: Safely and effectively support the EHS&S Manager 
to improve and maintain plant environmental, safety and 
occupational health programs, compliance and regulato-
ry programs.
Qualifications: Knowledge & experience in administra-
tion of various OSHA and Industrial Safety Programs & 
Recordkeeping

Production Lead – R0811
           -Job- Safely and efficiently supports the Produc-
tion Supervisor in directing resources associated with the 
packaging of liquid products
-Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, Lead-
ership skills, College degree preferred

Scotts is proud to offer a great benefits package
which include Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k

with above average company match, paid vacation,
holidays and Employee Stock Options. 

Come and apply for a GREAT COMPANY!

PR
OOF

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING
•	Front Desk – 2nd Shift

•	Housekeeping - 1st Shift

Apply In Person
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

4901 Avenue O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Call Martha

(319)316.3621

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

the classifieds

Place your ad
online 24/7

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Call Martha to advertise: 319.316.3621

YOU STOPPED SMOKING 
NOW START SCREENING

Now there’s a new screening that can 
catch lung cancer early and could save lives.

Talk to your doctor or learn more at 

YOU STOPPED SMOKING 
NOW START SCREENING

Now there’s a new screening that can 
catch lung cancer early and could save lives.

Talk to your doctor or learn more at 

FRANK
QUIT AFTER SMOKING 22,000 
PACKS OF CIGARETTES
OVER 30 YEARS

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.savedbythescan.org
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From the Front

With Pilot Grove Savings Bank
 Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter
what your age, 
we can help you
plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

IR
T-

19
4

8
H

-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

valuable tours, a deal could possibly be worked out in the 
future.

Randolph said Tuesday morning that the Viking was 
trying to shore up Letters of Intent with docking cities so 
they could release information about the stops this winter. 
Viking plans on having ships on the Mississippi in 2022.

But he said lines of communication with Viking are still 
open and he’s seen the schedule of stops for 2022-2023 
and none of the dates would have been concurrent with 
any American Cruise Lines stops in the city.

“The American Cruise Line agreement changed the 
dynamic with Viking,” Randolph said.

“If we’d known in April that we didn’t need the depth of 
water we were told we would need, we might have pushed 

through the Letter of Intent with Viking and that could 
have hurt our chances of getting ACL. So we’re happy with 
how things have worked out,” Randolph said.

“That being said, we’re still looking at how we can work 
with Viking Cruise Lines in the future. We just weren’t in 
a position to share in any costs of improvements, and were 
not at the point where we could have signed a letter of 
intent with them.”

Randolph said he would updating the Fort Madison 
City council at tonight’s meeting. City staff is also plan-
ning a budget workshop following the meeting.

City Manager David Varley said he has looked at the 
schedule of both cruise lines and agreed that there aren’t 
any conflicting docking dates.

“I think they had some concerns about the improve-
ments that would be required and they decided to go to 
Burlington,” Varley said.

“They wanted exclusive rights to the dock, too, But we’re 
still working with them and hope we work something out 
becuase there are no schedule conflicts at this point.”

American Cruises changed dynamic of talks with Viking
CRUISE - Continued from Page 1

“We’re hoping to get that this week,” he said. “But 
there is no firm deadline.”

Last week, City Building Director Doug Krogmei-
er said the building would fall into the category of an 
“emergency abatement”, but he said the city was working 
with Humphrey’s attorney to get corrective action in 
place.

Mayor-elect Matt Mohrfeld, who campaigned on 
ramping up beautification efforts in the city, and has 
been spearheading efforts to get dilapidated property off 
city streets and run down properties cleaned up, said he 
city is keeping a close eye on the situation.

“I’m going to speak just observationally about this, 
but there was supposed to have been an engineer in that 
building to look at the safety and feasibility of the struc-
ture,” Mohrfeld said.

Humphrey also owns property at 609 9th Street where 
barricades are up in the alley between avenues F and G 
and 9th and 10th Streets. A blue tarp covers a hole in a 
wall on the second story that partially collapsed last year.

According to the Lee County Assessors website, taxes 
on the properties were current through March 2019.

STREET - Continued from Page 1

City keeping 
eye on building

downtown

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
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From the Front/Local News

 Skip the winter blues with a  
Winter Stay at The Kensington!

 Move in for a Winter Stay  
before December 1 and get  

your 4th month free!
 Winter Stay rooms have limited availability.  

Interested? Call Victoria at 

319.371.9136
vmatlock@kensington-evergreen.com

Senior Living & Memory Care

Stay for the 
Winter

3.3889x6_FTMD_WinterStay.indd   1 10/16/19   2:48 PM

auction in the state.
But he got his start calling one item at God’s Portion Day when he was in fourth 

grade. The next year he was able to call a couple more items and this year, as a se-
nior, he had his own time slot from noon to 6 p.m.

Holvoet said he doesn’t even consider what has become his passion, work.
“I’ll never work a day in my life because I enjoy what I’m doing. I truly do mean 

that. Some people hate going into work, but I love it,” he said. 
“Others in my class, who have jobs here or there, complain and moan about going 

in. I never complain about going to work and it’s a joyous thing when you can say 
that. It really is.”

With auctions becoming more scarce with the advent of computers and online 
auctions, he said that auctioneers are becoming a dying breed.

 “If you look around, there’s a need for auctioneers,” Holvoet said. “I think there’s 
a strong future in this. Auctioneers stand the test of the time. Even in an economic 
downfall, people still have to liquidate their merchandise, so we’ll be here to sell it.”

He spent time going to auctions with his father when he was little and thought it 
was something he could do even as a younger child. But now he speaks to the busi-
ness like he’s an older generation bibbed-up auction enthusiast.

Technology has changed the face of auctions, he said, comparing the craft to half a 
century ago – a time he could carry no reference.

“I always say the auction business has changed more in the past 10 years than it 
has in the last 50 with the new technology coming in,” he said.

 “Online auctions was a big curve for the older guys. They didn’t want to convert 
from a live-chain auction to going completely online. We’ll do both – onsite or on-
line – whichever works best for the client.”

Holvoet said he wanted to work with other people first to get an education about 
how other auction companies do things. He’s sold in Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri.

He gives credit to other auctioneers as well as family and friends for helping. He 
said the opportunities are what has set him up for success.

“It doesn’t matter how good you are in the business, it all depends on who wants 
to give you an opportunity to take a chance. But that’s just with anything. It’s a risk. 
We’re trying and I’m young enough that I can afford to take the risk.”

Despite embarking on his own adventure rolling around the tri-state area helping 
people liquidate property and helping with fundraisers, which would seem to most 
to be a full-time gig, Holvoet still plans to attend Southeastern Community College 
after graduation and pursue a degree in business management.

The Premier Auction website can be found at https://premierauctionandrealty.
com/ or by calling 319-470-7372.

Holvoet said he’s has a few hiccups because of his age, but nothing that wasn’t 
overcome with some partnerships and guidance. As a 17-year old, he can’t sign any 
real estate papers, but has partnered with a Quad Cities real estate company to help 
until he turns 18 and gets a real estate license.

He also thought he would have trouble getting insurance, but he said Two Rivers 
came through for him.

“I have so many people to thank for where I am right now. I couldn’t have done it 
without them. Family, mentors, other auctioneers who gave me a chance to work. 
It’s all come together at the right time.”

AUCTION - Continued from Page 1

Senior credits mentors, family, 
and friends with success

FM woman nabbed on felony 
drug possession charges

LEE COUNTY – The 
Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force reports the 
arrest of a Fort Madi-
son woman on Felony 
and Misdemeanor drug 
charges.

Shaunna Lynn Elling-
son, 25, of Fort Madison, 
Iowa was arrested on 
November 14th, 2019 in 
the 300 block of Ave G in 
Fort Madison. Ellingson is 
charged with three counts 
of Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, all class 
D Felonies, and Posses-
sion of Drug Parapherna-

lia a Simple Misdemeanor. 
Ellingson also had a Fel-
ony warrant for Violation 
of Probation at the time of 
her arrest.

The arrest of Ellingson 
stems from an investiga-
tion by the Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force into 
allegations that she was 
involved in the distribu-
tion of illegal drugs in the 
Lee County area.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office, Iowa Division 
of Narcotics Enforcement, 
and the Fort Madison Po-
lice Department assisted 

the Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force in this investi-
gation.

The defendant is pre-
sumed innocent until 
and unless 
proven 
guilty. The 
Lee County 
Narcotics 
Task Force 
is funded 
in part 
by the U.S. Department 
of Justice and the funds 
administered by the Iowa 
Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy.

ELLINGSON

PORT to hold Ugly Sweater 
Run at Baxter Sports Complex

FORT MADISON - P.O.R.T. (Promot-
ing Outdoor Recreation Trails) of Fort 
Madison will host the third annual Ugly 
Sweater Run on Sunday, December 1, 
2019.  This is a fundraising event for the 
PORT Trails.  

The Ugly Sweater Run is a non-timed, 
family fun event, great for walkers and 
runners of all levels.  It will cover both 
Phase I and Phase II of the PORT trails 
for a 3-mile course. The event will start 
and finish at the Baxter Sports Complex.  

All participants are encouraged to 
wear their best or worst holiday ugly 
sweater. Participants will then be invited 
back to the Baxter Sports Complex for 

an afternoon of football and refresh-
ments. Registration will start at 11 a.m. 
with participants taking off at 12 noon. 
To pre-register visit the PORT of Fort 
Madison Facebook page. All those who 
pre-register will receive a PORT stock-
ing cap – great for the cold weather.

Phase III of the PORT trails will 
connect the Baxter Sports Complex with 
Fort Madison Community Hospital and 
should be complete early summer of 
2020.  

PORT of Fort Madison operates as a 
subcommittee under the Parks & Rec-
reation Department of the City of Fort 
Madison with the mission to improve 
and promote the walkability, run-ability 
and bike-ability of Fort Madison.  For 
more information, contact Rachel Ben-
da 319-371-5804.

5K Fundraiser set for 
Dec. 1 at 11 a.m.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://premierauctionandrealty.com/
https://premierauctionandrealty.com/
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