
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - A 
man has died as a result 
of a two-vehicle accident 
just north of Fort Madi-
son Saturday night.

Emergency crews 
responded to the scene at 
around 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day night on old Hwy. 61 
north of Fort Madison 
about quarter mile before 
the on ramp to the bypass 
where a Chevrolet pickup 
had collided with a mo-
torcycle close the inter-
section of 201st Street.

Emergency crews from 
Wever Fire and Rescue, 
Lee County EMS, Lee 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, and the Fort Mad-
ison Police Department, 
in addition to witnesses 
at the scene, adminis-
tered CPR to the victim. 
A rescue helicopter out 
of Great River Medical 
Center landed on the 

southbound lane but 
left without the victim 
a short time later. Law 
enforcement at the scene 
confirmed the victim had 
died before they could get 
him loaded.

A witness headed in 
the northbound lane on 
the highway at the time 
of the accident said she 
saw headlights heading 
southbound come across 
the median where a mo-

torist asked the witness to 
call 911.

The identity of the 
victim and additional 
details on the accident 
were not available as of 
this posting.
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Area man dies in Saturday crash EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Lee County Sheriff’s deputy Jordan Maag gathers information from a 
motorcycle that was involved in a fatal crash Saturday night.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

It was snowing so hard Michael Lanman, from 
Keosauqua, could hardly see beyond the hood of his 
Schneider truck. Semis were crammed into the parking 
lot of the truck stop in Clear Lake every which way. 
There was only one spot left—under the truck-stop 
road sign. From the tracks in the snow, Michael could 
see where at least two other semis had tried to make it 
into the spot and given up. It would be a “blind back” 
to the right. His right window was plastered with snow 
and wouldn’t roll down so that he could use his right 
mirror. 

The last thing 
his team leader 
had told him 
before he left 
Des Moines 
for his first 
solo run was, 
“Don’t be afraid to get out and look as many times as it 
takes to make sure you don’t hit something.” So, after 
about the 12th time of getting up-and-down out of the 
semi tractor, and walking back to see what he might or 
might not be about to hit, Michael, with sweat running 
down his face in freezing weather, decided that truck’n 
could be a hefty workout.

Finally, a grizzled old truck driver with a long beard 
sauntered over and asked Michael if he wanted some 
help backing up. “Well, yeah,” Michael huffed.

The old trucker eyed the spot Michael was trying to 
back into and yelled, “I don’t think she’ll fit.”

“She’ll fit!” Michael yelled back. “Just don’t let me hit 
anything!”

They managed to get the big orange rig into the tight 
spot, and Michael shut her down and crawled into the 
sleeper. “What a day,” he thought as he closed his eyes. 
All he could see behind his eye lids was swirling snow.

That was Michael Lanman’s first day truck’n. It was 
May 1, 2013—May Day.

When he woke up a couple hours later, there were 
five-or-six inches more of wet snow on his hood. He 
picked up a new load in Northern Iowa to take to 
Laredo, Texas. The roof of the trailer was covered with 

Snowy trip tests 
truck drivers metal

Hy-Vee vendor expands local e-deliveries

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With e-commerce becoming 
more a part of consumers’ lives, Hy-Vee Food Store in 
Fort Madison and Keokuk have expanded customer 
options for home-delivery.

According to Amy McCoy, 
director of communications 
with Hy-Vee’s corporate of-
fice in Des Moines, the new 
services provided locally by 
Instacart began Friday and offer home-delivery similar 
to Hy-Vee’s Aisles Online program.

Customers interested in the home delivery systems 
can either download the Instacart app for their phones 
or visit the website at www.instacart.com.

McCoy said Hy-Vee’s own Aisles Online program 
typically delivers with late same-day delivery or next-
day delivery times. The new vendor will increase deliv-
ery range and times of delivery with greater same-day 
delivery options.

    “Across our eight-state region we’re seeing more 
and more e-commerce and this helps us to expand 
same-day delivery,” McCoy said Friday. “With our 
service you may need to pick a time late in the day or 
the next day. Instacart deliveries are quicker. It’s good 
for more options for customers and even more slots for 
delivery options.”

She said the initiative is company-wide and Hy-Vee 
is partnering, not only with Instacart, but also Shipt, 
in other markets. Keokuk and Fort Madison currently 
have service available through the Hy-Vee Aisles On-
line and the Instacart service.

Hy-Vee’s customer reward system known as Perks, 
are still available with the Aisles Online service, how-

Instacart and Hy-Vee’s Aisles 
Online offering home delivery

See SERVICE, page 4 See SWARM, page 2
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Dr. Yadira Rafuls
FMCH Welcomes

“The most rewarding aspect of 
healthcare is improving the quality 
of life of patients. I love the trust my 
patients place in me. Compassion is 

my biggest driving force.”

OBITUARIES

VINCE LANE WESTERMEYER
Vince Lane Westermeyer, 62 of Montrose, IA died August 23, 2018 at his home.
He was born February 2, 1956 in Ft. Madison, IA the son of Eldon Duane and Gloria 

Ruth Thompson Westermeyer.
Vince attended Central Lee High School.
He had been employed by Vermillion Trucking, Hickey Contracting 

and most recently at Keokuk Contractors all in Keokuk.
Vince is survived by two brothers, Rocky (Mickie) Westermeyer 

of Montrose, IA and Stuart Westermeyer of Keokuk, two daughters, 
Jassy Annis of Knoxville, IA and Michelle Jerkins of Knoxville, IA, four 
grandchildren and several cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
A Gathering of Remembrance for family and friends will be held 

from 6-8 p.m., Wednesday at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA.
Memorials may be made to the family.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

WESTERMEYER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

wet snow which added more weight to his already heavily-loaded trailer. His best bet 
was to head south into warmer weather and hope he didn’t run into any open weigh 
stations.

It was nighttime when Michael reached Kansas City and snow covered the road 
signs. He took a wrong left turn and found himself chugging up hill in first gear in 
lanes meant for Worlds of Fun traffic. He watched with trepidation as his clocks ran 
out of legal run-time.

He managed to get turned around, but had to get out of the semi to look at the 
road sign. “Yep,” he had found the company drop-lot. The last thing he wanted was 
a DOT fine on his second day truck’n. He parked the trailer on an incline so that the 
melted snow would run off. He climbed into his sleeper thinking it sure would be 
nice to see his Training Engineer, Neil Bruce.

Michael woke up thinking about Neil Bruce. He opened the blinds and there was 
Neil Bruce standing in front of his truck! Michael laid on the air horn, making Neil 
jump. Michael explained to Neil about all the trouble he’d been having on his first 
run, and his fear of a DOT fine. Neil put him at ease.

It was like serendipity or God’s hand sending an Angel. What are the chances of 
wanting to see Neil Bruce, and then looking out the window of a truck in a drop-lot 
in Kansas City, and seeing Neil Bruce? Neil could have been anywhere in the Mid-
west. But there he was with another student driver dropping a trailer catty-cornered 
to Michael.

The sun was shining, the trailer had melted off, and it was a beautiful spring day in 
Kansas City. Michael Lanman decided that he just might like truck’n after all.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt Stories are also read at 
106.3 FM in Farmington.

Training officer was a sight 
for truck driver’s tired eyes
SWARM - Continued from Page 1

  8/25 MID-DAY
7 0 6

 8/25 EVENING
4 9 4

  8/25 MID-DAY
6 3 9 7

 8/25 EVENING
2 9 9 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 8/25
20 25 54 57 63

Powerball: 8
Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 8/25
9 10 30 45 49 

Star Ball: 8
All Star Bonus: 2

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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We make moving 
easy.

Click this ad to learn more
about our home loan options.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 27 Aug

Scattered Clouds
High – 88.3º F | Low – 82.1º F

TUE 28 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 87.4º F | Low – 70.3º F

WED 29 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 83.8º F | Low – 64.2º F

THU 30 Aug

Light Rain
High– 71.7º F | Low – 59.3º F

FRI 31 Aug

Light Rain
High– 76.4º F | Low – 70.9º F

OpenWeatherMap
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State’s public information 
board a popped balloon

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Randy Miller, a retired editor at the Burlington Hawk-
Eye and former employee at the Daily Democrat has an 
opinion piece in the Hawk-Eye Sunday morning. You can 
read it on their website at www.thehawkeye.com. Just click 
on “Opinion”.

Miller takes the Iowa Public Information Board to task, 
an effort that will be matched here, saying they should 
change their name to the Iowa Secrecy Board. I was think-
ing more along the lines of “The Iowa Board for Obtuse 
Examination”.

This board, which spent a portion of a public board 
meeting discussing Executive Director Margaret Johnson’s 
decision to get an aisle seat on an upcoming flight, has 
again denied Pen City Current’s request to have a video 
recording of a Fort Madison Middle School assembly 
released to the public.

On July 19th the board voted 8-1 to dismiss our claim 
to have the video released. On Thursday, the board again, 
8-1, voted to deny a request for a rehearing on the matter. 

See IPIB, page 6

CURRENT-LEE

Fort Madison Depot Farmer’s Market
Every Monday local vendors have farmer’s market 

options available at the Old Santa Fe Depot on the 
Riverfront in Fort Madison. The farmer’s market runs 
every Monday until Oct. 8 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the 
parking lot west of the depot.

Veteran’s Breakfast at Sunnybrook
Each month on the third Tuesday of the month, 

Sunnybrook Assisted Living hosts a Veteran’s Breakfast 
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at 5025 River Valley Road in Fort 
Madison. The next breakfast will be Aug. 21 in the din-
ing room. Call 372-8611 for additional details.

North Lee County Relay for Life
Please note the date change from Sept. 29 to Sept. 14. 

The event will begin at 5 p.m. at the Fort Madison High 
School track and will conclude with closing ceremonies 
at 10:30 p.m. Visit the Relay Facebook page here at 
https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLee-
County/?ref=bookmarks

Corporate Games
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce Corporate 

Games will be held Oct. 5. This fun and competitive 
afternoon pits local manufacturing and industry teams 
against each other in a battle of wits and skills at the 
Baxter Sports Complex.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/home
https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
http://www.thehawkeye.com
https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/?ref=bookmarks
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Durable 
Heavy Duty 

Freezer Grade 
American Made
Bison Coolers, 

Growlers, 
& Tumblers!

WELCOME TO BOOT COUNTRY!
Over 2500 pairs of Boots

& 15 Brands in stock
to choose from!

Get all your favorite 
Cinch Boots, Shoes

and Apparel 
at Quarry Creek!

Large selection for the 
whole family!

Licensed Cinch® Dealer 

On-Site Sat, Sept. 8th

After the Parade!

Twisted River 61 
Food Truck

Receive a FREE 
Rodeo Ticket for 
Thursday Night

with $50 purchase of 
Wrangler Products

Sidewalk Sales
September 3rd - September 9th 

20% to 75% OFF Select Merchandise 

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Ft. Madison, IA

www.quarrycreek.com facebook.com/quarrycreek

Premium Elk & Buffalo Summer Sausage, Steaks, Roasts, Burgers & More! 
High in protein, Low in fat, Great for diets! 

20% Off Carhartts® Apparel (in-stock only) 

Liberty Safe Gives 
You Peace of Mind!

Large Selection In Stock! 

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia

319-372-8966
Mon. - Sat. 9am to 6pm & Sun. 9am to 5pm

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

FMCH adds doctor to family practice
FORT MADISON 

- The Family Practice 
Clinic at Fort Madison 
Community Hospital 
is pleased to welcome 

Dr. Ruth 
Barosy.

Dr. 
Barosy 
was born 
and 
raised in 
Queens 
New 
York but 
recently 
relocated 

from Connecticut. She is 
a Board Certified Family 
Practice Physician who 
received her Doctor of 
Medicine degree from 
Universidad Autonoma 
de Santo Domingo in 
the Dominican Repub-
lic.  Then she went on 
to complete her Family 
Medicine Residency 
program at Mayaguez 
Medical Center in Puerto 
Rico in July of 2018.

She states “Health care 
has always been a pas-
sion, because it allows 
you to change people’s 
lives for the better and 
provide hope for those 

in need”. When asked 
what motivates her, she 
replied “The opportunity 
to build relationships 
that are based on trust, 
respect, and a partner-
ship between doctor 
and patient in order to 
improve the patient’s life 
is my biggest motivator. 
In addition, providing 
a listening and under-
standing ear to patients 
so that together we can 
arrive at ways to improve 
their lives is always the 
goal. I believe in a holis-
tic approach, where every 
aspect of the patient’s life 
is addressed in order to 
make it better.”

Being part of the 
community drove Dr. 
Barosy’s decision to 
join FMCH. She shares 
“FMCH made a great 
impression on me when I 
visited. Everyone was so 
down to earth and made 
me feel welcomed. Also, 
the town of Fort Madison 
is a great place to exert 
my passion and apply my 
knowledge.  The town 
gave me that down home 
feeling and seemed like a 
great place to grow both 

personally and profes-
sionally. I hope to lend 
a helping hand to the 
people of this communi-
ty and I look forward to 
joining the team.”

“I am the fourth of 
six children raised by a 
single mother who raised 
us in a loving Christian 
household, and taught 
us about respect, the 
importance of education, 
hard work, and to always 
dream big. I love dis-
covering new things and 
acquiring new passions.  
Music, art, a solid church 
life, and great cuisine 
make life so much more 
enjoyable in my opinion. 
I couldn’t live without 
them!”

Doctors of Family 
Practice treat the whole 
person and provide com-
prehensive health care to 
patients and their fam-
ilies.  Family physicians 

deliver a range of acute, 
chronic, and preventive 
medical care services 
while providing patients 
with a patient-centered 
medical home.

Dr. Barosy will join 
the medical team of 
Dr. Kathy Anderson; 
Dr. William Napier; 
Dr. Chase Newton; Dr. 
David Wenger-Keller; Dr. 
Michael David; Dr. Josh 
Sirucek; Dr. Amy Huber; 
Amy Wallis, FNP; Gwen 
Scott, FNP and Sara 
Gudenkauf, FNP in the 
Main Clinic at FMCH.

Dr. Barosy will provide 
primary care for adult 
patients, specifically the 
geriatric population and 
she is accepting new 
patients. To make an 
appointment please call 
319-376-2134; phones 
are answered starting 
at 7:00 a.m. Monday 
through Friday.

BAROSY

ever those discounts and incentives are not available 
through the Instacart purchases.

Instacart’s Senior Operations Manager, Sapna Mitch-
ell wrote in a press release announcing the new local 
service that there has been interest in the Fort Madison 
and Keokuk area.

    “Over the past year we’ve seen incredible demand 
in the Fort Madison - Keokuk area,” Mitchell wrote. 
“We work with a variety of local retailers to provide 
the freshest, highest quality groceries to our customers. 
Launching in the Fort Madison - Keokuk area gives 
us an opportunity to expand service in Iowa.  We’re 
also excited to build a world class shopper community, 
where we can offer fun and flexible income earning 
opportunities for our shoppers, who ultimately deliver 
this amazing service to the community.”

Customers can go online to www.Instacart.com or 
open the Instacart mobile app on their iPhone or An-
droid device, select their city and store, add items to a 
virtual cart, then choose a delivery window (within one 
hour, within two hours, or up to five days in advance) 
and check out. An Instacart shopper accepts the order 
on his/her smartphone, uses the Instacart shopper app 
to guide them through shopping, and then delivers 
the order to the customer in the designated delivery 
timeframe.

For orders of $35 or more, the delivery fee is just 
$5.99. Many customers also take the opportunity to 
save big over time by signing up for Instacart Express 
membership, which enables unlimited, free same-day 
delivery on orders of $35 or more. After a free trial 
period, Instacart Express membership is just $14.99 a 
month or $149 a year.

First time users can also enter the code HIKEOKUK 
through Oct. 23 at checkout to get $20 off an order of 
$35 or more, plus a free first-time delivery.

Mitchell also indicated that close to 100 shoppers 
will be brought on with the company to help shop and 
deliver groceries.

McCoy said if there any issues with a delivery, cus-
tomers can bring the e-receipt back into Hy-Vee to get 
the issue resolved.

Shoppers and delivery personnel will use their own 
vehicles for the delivery, but customers can specify 
when they would like the groceries delivered and can 
be expecting the delivery.

“There are some preferences that are set so you know 
when your delivery driver is coming,” McCoy said.

Delivery is not available 24 hours a day, but deliveries 
can be scheduled for early morning hours.

Instacart to expand 
delivery times, area
SERVICE - Continued from Page 1

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://www.Instacart.com
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE TECH

Lee County Maintenance 
Department is seeking a 
qualified applicant for the 
position of  Building and 
Grounds Maintenance Tech.  
Applicants must have good 
mechanical skills and will 
be performing labor indoors 
and outdoors in all weather 
elements. Basic understand-
ing and work experience in 
mechanical and electrical 
systems, HVAC, plumbing, 
painting,  grounds keep-
ing (including mowing and 
snow/ice removal), power 
equipment operation and 
maintenance and best safety 
and construction practices. 
Must be capable of perform-
ing duties inside the Lee 

County Correctional Facility 
Complex, working with and 
around inmates. Application 
forms can be download-
ed at www.leecounty.org. A 
job description can also be 
found on the website. Com-
pleted application should be 
sent or delivered to Denise 
Fraise, Lee County Auditor, 
933 Avenue H, P.O. Box 190, 
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 or 
emailed to dfraise@leecoun-
ty.org.  All applications should 
be received by the Auditor’s 
office by 4:30 PM on Friday, 
August 31, 2018.  Lee Coun-
ty offers an excellent benefits 
package.  Lee County is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook
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Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:dfraise@leecounty.org
mailto:dfraise@leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

We contend the board erred in its calculation of time in a 
60-day jurisdictional window. We filed our complaint with 
the IPIB on June 18, after the district denied an appeal 
of the matter on May 11, well within the 60-day limit. 
However, eight members of the board said the violation 
occurred when the district denied our original request on 
Feb. 18.

There is no language in Chapter 23 of Iowa Code that 
defines when the violation occurs - none. Moreover, the 
district, through its attorney Emily Ellingson of Lynch 
Dallas in Cedar Rapids, argued our March 1 appeal on its 
merits. Ellingson told the board on July 19, that she re-
sponded to my appeal in the “exact” same information she 
used in responding to our original request. She provided 
that evidence to the board, however, both responses I have 
via email show that statement is not accurate.

In the district’s original denial, Pen City Current re-
ceived the following denial:

“The information you have requested is confidential 
under Iowa Code section 22.7(11) because it is personal 
information in confidential personnel records relating 
to a district employee. Therefore, the District is required 
by law to keep this information confidential and legally 
cannot provide it to you.”

On appeal, the district through its attorneys denied 
our request with the above language, but then added the 
following.

“This information was created by the District, was used 
as evidence as part of a disciplinary process regarding a 
District employee, become a part of the employee’s disci-
pline, and was included in the employee’s personnel file.  
Therefore, the District is required to keep this information 
confidential under section 22.7(11) of the Iowa Code. “

Several things are at issue here. First and foremost, 
clearly Ellingson manipulated the board with the “exact” 
language as the response was clearly not exactly the same.  

The other issue as that nowhere in that denial, did the 
district indicate there were no grounds for an appeal. That 
appeal was argued on its merits as indicated above. Yet 
the IPIB refused to recognize the district’s acceptance of 
the appeal even though it denied access to the document. 
In other words, why didn’t the district just say, there are 
no grounds for an appeal and we will not be issuing a 
response? Even they thought the appeal was appropriate, 
they just denied access.

There is no language in Chapter 23, as one IPIB board 
member suggested, that defines when a violation occurs. 
Our appeal was our exhausted remedy and we indicat-
ed that when we wrote in our appeal that we would be 
turning the issue over to the IPIB if the district denied the 
appeal.

The other issue rests on whether or not the district cre-
ated the information. In several documents, which are all 
public and available on the IPIB website, the district wrote 
it created the information. However, at the July 19th hear-
ing, Ellingson revealed at the last minute, that the district 
didn’t create the record, but acquired it. This information 
is important because it would help the district in explain-
ing a 60-day delay on its part in responding to our original 
request. Chapter 22.8(4) states the agencies cannot exceed 
20 calendar days in determining if a record is confidential 
or not. The Fort Madison Community School District 
took 60 days and received no admonishment.

Johnson jumped to the defense of the district, which 
is appalling in itself since this is a board created by Iowa 
Code to be arbitrary in their assessments of complaints, 
saying that the district couldn’t find the video. Short of El-
lingson’s last minute revelation that the district had to ac-
quire the video, (which was less than four minutes before 
Johnson came to her defense) how would the executive 
director have come by that information?  If she was having 
what are called ex parte communications with the district, 
why was the information, at a minimum, not revealed to 
Pen City Current in a timely fashion.

The district, through Ellingson, also told the board the 
district had been in “constant contact” with Pen City Cur-
rent during the time of the original request and the appeal. 
Pen City Current had to remind FMCSD via email that a 
record request was still pending. Other than an email after 
that reminder with the district’s response - no contact ex-
isted whatsoever. Email threads between Pen City Current 
and the district bare that out. Again, no admonishment 
from the IPIB to the district for providing false evidence.

Despite all this information, and Pen City Current’s con-
tradicting of much of the information being put forward 
by the district and its legal representatives, not to mention 
the cost to the district for this campaign to protect this 
video from district taxpayers, the board still voted in favor 
of the district.

Randy Evans, the Executive Director of the Freedom of 
Information Council, called the district’s examination of 
the complaint and request for a rehearing “obtuse”. Evans 
spoke at the hearing on Thursday on behalf of our request.

What the IPIB has done in this case is create a safe hav-
en for governmental agencies to hide public records.

The IPIB board is now a flat balloon. All governmental 
agencies have to do is issue these types of boilerplate de-
nials and then, according to this ruling, the clock starts at 
that moment on a 60-day window to file a complaint with 
the IPIB. Journalists, who had functionally used appeals 
processes to work out releases of public documents for 
generations, are now left with the single option of filing a 
complaint immediately with the IPIB.

The other thing the board has done is let governmental 
agencies know that Chapter 22.8(4) is no longer a func-
tional part of the Iowa Code. Despite slide #35 on the 
IPIB’s website under the Iowa Sunshine Law powerpoint 
presentation, which reads “a reasonable delay for this 
purpose ordinarily should not exceed 10 days and cannot 
exceed 20 days”, the board has made it clear governmental 
agencies can respond to requests for public records at their 
leisure.

Ruling sets safe haven for agencies to deny records access
IPIB - Continued from Page 3

http://www.grrwa.com
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