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Holy Trinity youth start coding early

From left to right Megan 
Holtkamp, Brooklyn Todd, Kat 

DiPrima and Lucy Steffens-
meier work their way through 

some MineCraft coding as 
part of the HTC Elementa-

ry’s Hour of Code on Friday 
morning. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Even preschoolers are 
getting at taste of 
computer sciences

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - Boy...
are times a changin’.

A visit to Allison Areva-
lo’s advanced student 
class shows that the days 
of the classroom rows 
and library tables have 
been changed over to 
pod learning, bean bag 
chairs, a relaxed environ-
ment where 2nd and 3rd 
graders were sitting and 
sometimes lying around 
- programming computer 

games.
When times tables, and 

verbs and adjectives, were 
the curriculum of the 
day, now students get to 
participate in coding ses-
sions like Friday’s Hour of 
Code at the Holy Trinity 
Elementary School’s li-
brary as part of Computer 
Science Education week.

Arevalo, along with 
fellow instructor Corey 
Hamilton, were helping 
students navigate a basic 
coding program from the 
website www.codes.org, 
where the students can do 

simulated coding for the 
popular computer game.

“We’re introducing 
these kids to computer 
science,” Arevalo said. 

“We do different things 
with different grades and 
this age group is working 
with Codes.org which is 
really fun and addicting 

if you ever start trying it 
out.”

She said the Codes 
organization is advocating 
to have coding be part of 
graduation requirements 
because almost everything 
is done with computers 
now.

The young students 
were using what Arevalo 
called blocks-based cod-
ing. The coding appli-
cation is a tutorial that 
allows the students to de-
termine the path the game 

“We do different things with
different grades and this age goup 

is working with Codes.org which is 
really fun and addicting if you ever 

steart trying it out.”
 -Allison Arevalo,

HTC instructor

Teach them 
well, and let 
them lead 
the way
Sorry to put that song 

in your head all day now, 
but is it just me or our 
children leading the way 
this holiday season?

You hear all the time 
all the bad stuff and the 
fear that exists that our 
children are becoming 
too dependent on digital 
devices and making bad 
decisions. I was having 
a conversation with a 
former Keokuk school 
teacher who said, as 
part of the Bridges Out 
of Poverty orientational 
meeting on Thursday, 
that we need to do more 
for youth. “They’re our 
future leaders,’ she said.

But in recent months 
we’ve seen some chil-
dren taking the lead and 
showing us that, “Hey, 
we’re here and not all is 
lost.”

It started several 
months back when Lexi 
Miller was watching 
the news and saw some 
elderly people who were 
standing in water that 
had flooded into their 
homes as a result of the 
savage hurricanes that 
battered the southern 
United States.

Miller said something 
to her mother while 
watching, that she want-
ed to do something to 
help. Two months later a 
semi trailer full of goods 
was headed to Florida 
and then to Puerto Rico 

See CODING, page 6

See CHARITY, page 2

Tragedy wanes with the spirit of the holidays
December 12th is 

hard for 62-year old Susie 
Clark. It’s the date her 
teenage daughter, Lisa, 
passed away 15 years ago. 
Memories come flooding 
back, like the murky water 
spilling over the dam at 
Oakland Mills. It can be a 
Christmas tree ornament, 
or a note found from 

years past, or Christmas 
music that trigger the 
memories lying just be-
neath the surface.

I published Susie Clark’s 

story in my Empty Nest 
column a little over a year 
ago. Simply put, it is THE 
most tragic story I have 
ever heard that has hap-

pened to one person.
Susie was married to a 

wonderful man, Howard, 
and they had two beauti-
ful children, Danny and 
Lisa. Both children died 
in their teenage years, 
Danny close to Easter and 
Lisa close to Christmas, 
several years apart, from 
an incredibly cruel neu-
rological disorder called 

Neimann Pick Disease. To 
raise two children to their 
teenage years, only to see 
them suffer and die, no 
parent should have to go 
through.

But Susie still had her 
husband, and they would 
get through the suffering 
together. Eight years after 

EMPTY 
NEST

BY Curt Swarm

See SWARM page 2
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Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

Click to watch the video to find out how we’re
helping our students exceed their educational potential.

807 Avenue G, Fort Madison | 319-250-0952
Visit us online at www.tkef.org

for much needed relief. 
This was a teenager.

Then we hear of Lila 
Shephard who start-
ed collecting LEGOs a 
couple years ago to send 
with retired Central Lee 
teacher Ernie Schiller to 
Nepal for the children 
there to use for toys and 
educational purposes. 
People keep comparing 
the apropos nature of 
sending the building toys 
that can be torn apart and 
rebuilt to a region ravaged 
by an earthquake.

That same week a Fort 
Madison Middle School 
student, Abbygail Wheel-
er, revealed that she had 
donated more than $200 
to an area Toys for Tots 
program by selling home-
made dog pillows that are 
all the rage at The Mad-
ison. Wheeler’s family 
donated the supplies for 
the pillows and then took 
the money and bought 
toys for underprivileged 
children in the area.

And then Sunday, Sa-
mantha and Nicole Pothi-
takis were tying scarves to 
trees in Central Park for 
anyone needing a bit of 
warmth this winter. The 
twins are the daughter of 
Nico and Carrie Pothita-

kis, the same family that 
donates a good portion of 
the turkeys used in Fort 
Madison’s Community 
Thanksgiving dinner.

So in just four months 
Pen City Current has been 
fortunate enough to write 
four different stories of 
children in our area who 
are giving back to their 
community for no other 
reason than it’s just the 
right thing to do.

I spoke with Schiller 
after he and Lila presented 
to her classmates at Cen-
tral Lee. As a teacher for 
more than three decades, 
I thought he would have 
a unique perspective on 
why we’re seeing these 
efforts from children.

He had an interesting 
perspective that because 
the parents, or parent, is 
so busy in today’s society 
that children have more 
time to themselves and 
although some may not 
do the right things in that 
time, some are using that 
time to their advantage to 

come up with ideas.
There has to be some-

thing inherent in wanting 
to do good deeds. Some of 
these kids are doing this 
for a sense of self-worth. 
And the fact that that’s 
still a priority with kids is 
a wonderful sign.

Shephard is trying to 
take her project nation-
wide by trying to attract 
the likes of Ellen Dege-
neres, Oprah Winfrey, 
and the Today show. The 
Pothitakis twins said they 
are going to monitor the 
scarves hanging in the 
park and add more if the 
supply runs down, Wheel-
er wants to keep selling 
her pillows and donate 
the money to P.A.W. or 
other animal advocacy 
groups and Miller fulfilled 
her goal of sending a semi 
worth of goods to help 
those still suffering.

For more information 
on these projects visit 
www.pencitycurrent.
com and search the kids’ 
names.

Lisa passed away, Howard 
died of colon cancer. You 
can probably imagine 
the mental anguish that 
entrapped Susie.

But Susie is a survivor. 
A lot of people prayed for 
Susie, as she was and still 
is a strong church mem-
ber with an abiding faith. 
Understandably, she was 
bitter and at times felt that 
there was no hope.

She has a house in 
the country close to her 
parents and family. She 
enjoys taking care of her 
home, making improve-
ments, mowing, and her 
Sheltie dog, Barney. She 
also sings with an a cap-
pella group in Mt. Pleas-
ant. Singing brings joy 
to her and allows her to 
forget, momentarily, what 
she had been through.

However, she wasn’t 
going to get involved in 
another relationship. Ev-
eryone and everything she 
had ever loved had been 
so cruelly taken away 

from her. She couldn’t and 
wouldn’t go through that 
again. Plus, in her words, 
“There were no good men 
left.”

God had other ideas.
I ran into Susie at the 

supermarket the other 
day. She was looking 
bright eyed and, well, 
radiant. On Facebook, I 
had noticed there was a 
man in her life. I asked 
her about this fellow. 
They have known each 
other since third grade. 
He lives in a town close 
by, and they have been 
having “fun” together, and 
they “laugh a lot.” Not 
just fun. Since both have 
a farm background, they 
are contemplating selling 
their homes and buying 
20 – 30 acres together 
and raising feeder calves. 
It is something they both 
enjoy doing. Her Sheltie 
dog, Barney, gets along 
fine with his German 
Shepherds.

Hallelujah! God an-

swers prayers!
Still, there is the the old 

feeling of, “When will the 
other shoe drop? What 
bad thing is lurking just 
around the corner?”

Considering what she 
has been through, I can 
understand this. I have a 
feeling that time will take 
care of Susie’s fear, and 
restore her faith that ev-
erything works out. Keep 
praying for Susie Clark.

In the meantime, her a 
cappella group has a full 
schedule for the Christ-
mas season. They’re even 
singing at the state prison, 
and will invite the prison-
ers to sing along. Music 
has the power to lift one 
from his or her prison, 
real or imagined.

After many years of 
suffocating sadness, she’s 
found the solace of true 
happiness.

Merry Christmas to one 
and all!

Have a good story? Call 
or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com, or find him on 
Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in 
Farmington.

DEATH NOTICE

MARY MARIE COMPNELL
WEST POINT - Mary Marie Compnell, 104, West Point, Iowa died Friday, 
December 8, 2017 at the West Point Care Center. Services are pending for a 
later date at Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home, West Point.

Area seeing more and more youth 
oriented charitable projects

CHARITY - Continued from Page 1

Dark times getting lighter 
after woman’s tragedies
SWARM- Continued from Page 1
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Sunday Sports/Lottery Numbers

 12/10 MID-DAY
5 2 0 

12/10 EVENING
4 9 3

 12/10 MID-DAY
8 1 5 7

12/10 EVENING
5 4 9 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Role players lead Hounds 
to win over Centerville
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Balanced scoring 
and long-distance accuracy have been 
the keys to wins for the Fort Madison 
Bloodhounds boys basketball team this 
season.

Those keys were in full view Saturday 
afternoon as the Hounds kept Center-
ville at bay for most of the game en route 
to an 80-63 win to move to 3-1 on the 
season.

Conference play starts Friday when 
Mt. Pleasant comes to the Hound-Dome. 
The Hounds have a Tuesday matchup 
with high-scoring Danville on the road.

Fort Madison found themselves down 
0-4 quickly, but long-range specialist 
Brandon Keester laced a 3-pointer off 
a Big Reds turnover and junior Logan 
Rashid hit back-to-back 3-pointers to get 
the Bloodhounds going with a 9-4 lead 
as part of a 9-0 run.

Centerville struggled from the field in 
the opening quarter and only managed 
two more buckets while Fort Madison 
kept a fast-paced game going, outscor-
ing Centerville 13-4 the rest of the way 
through the period, highlighted by 
Rashid’s eight points. Centerville came 
out in a box-and-1 defense to contain 
senior Kaleb Cresswell’s outside shoot-
ing, but switched to man-to-man after 
the Hounds run and Cresswell got loose 
inside for a hoop and foul shot.

Cresswell was held to just nine points, 
his lowest output of the year. Averaging 
just over 12 points per game, Cresswell 
did find some open looks in the 2nd 
half but couldn’t convert. Cresswell and 
Parker Denning hit buckets to open the 
2nd quarter with Centerville down 26-8, 
but the Hounds shooting would cool off. 
Aside from Lorenzo Riles converting on 
just the front end of a one-and-one, the 

Sheymouhr Redd-Donald drives the right side of the lane in the first 
half of the Hounds’ win Saturday afternoon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See WIN, page 7

http://www.grrwa.com
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choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Pen City Current Digital Photos
Now Available for Purchase

Visit our photo gallery today at
www.pencitycurrent.com

Only $500 per download

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)371.4125

Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

General Labor / 
Production

MPC Enterprises Inc. is now 
hiring for:

General Labor/Production
Full-Time

Experience preferred, but not 
required.

Benefit package includes 
health insurance, vacation, 
paid holidays, flex spending 
account, 401k retirement. 
Weekly pay.

If interested,
call (319)986-2226
or email resumes to
jkatich@mpcent.com

Don’t Pay 
Utilities

Don’t pay utilities - Check 
out this newly remodeled 
one bedroom apartment in 
downtown Fort Madison. 
It’s move in ready with new 
floors, new appliances, and 
a brand new state-of-the-
art HVAC system. Call or 
text today (319)371.7753.

HELP WANTED APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

ADVERTISE
in a

brand new 
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/photo-galleries/
http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
mailto:jkatich@mpcent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Fall Special
20% off
Winter Coats & Jackets

We make house calls!
Call for personalized pick up & delivery

to your home or office.

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Expires
Dec. 23

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

1135 Avenue E • Ft. Madison, IA
www.4arose.com • (319) 372-3675 • 1-800-373-8609

Fresh Balsam 
Wreaths

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 11 Dec

Clear Skies
High – 44.9º F | Low – 24.4º F

TUE 12 Dec

Light Snow
High– 26.4º F | Low – 23.3º F

WED 13 Dec

Light Rain
High– 39.0º F | Low – 38.1º F

THU 14 Dec

Clear Skies
High – 32.2º F | Low – 25.9º F

FRI 15 Dec

Clear Skies
High– 28.4º F | Low – 25.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

takes by moving blocks into places and then seeing their 
code result in an action.

While some students like Lucy Steffensmeier, a third 
grader who was working on the Minecraft tutorial, said 
this is their first experience with that application, most 
had been exposed to some type of computer sciences 
since kindergarten.

“You have to get this one person to the correct object,” 
she said as she swipes at the screen of her iPad. Steffens-
meier’s screen appeared to freeze up as she swiped and 
swiped quickly across a screen that didn’t seem to want 
to go as fast as she wanted.

“Ok, so right here it says I’m supposed to build a 
bridge. So you come over here and you pick up from 
here and then put it all together over here,” Steffensmei-
er explained.

Then she encounters a problem where the block won’t 
go to the right place so she backs the screen up and 
starts over with a different block.

“So now it went back so I’m probably not going to 
build this bridge anymore. This is like a different adven-
ture so, umm, you just try to reach this sheep,” she said 
working through the screens.

Steffensmeier says she wants to be a veterinarian but 
she enjoys working with the computer and thinks that 
veterinarians could use computers, too, when she gets a 
job.

Other students also encountered problems in the 
programming of the game, but each one went back and 
started over or backed the program up to take a differ-
ent course of action.

“This is stupid,” said Kat DiPrima who got stuck on a 
screen. DiPrima was sitting in a group with Steffensmei-
er, Megan Holtkamp, and Brooklyn Todd.

When asked how she was going to get out of “being 
stuck” she said she could go back and pick a different 
model.

“I got stuck at a park, where this dude was supposed 
to destroy the block, it just turned and didn’t do it, so 
I’m going to find something else now,” DiPrima said.

Arevalo said the students get exposure to beginning 
coding that involves sequencing and problem solving 
which is a main skill being developed as they work at 
creating action on the game.

“They are just trying things out,” she said. “They’ll 
write the program and if it won’t work they’ll go back 
and fix it or try something else, so there’s problem solv-
ing and critical thinking as well. We know some of them 
will never do anything with computer science, but it still 
has their select skills that are important.”

She said the process of coding and programming is 
being started as early as kindergarten but in some cases 
even preschool children have been exposed to tiny 
robots with push button guidance.

She said she holds Hour of Code at all levels K-12 
and different grades obviously get different levels and 
programming material. She said high schoolers worked 
Skype with an artist who doesn’t do programming but 
does work with video game programmers on video 
games.

The school administrators are also fully behind the 
program, providing all students in K-8th grade with 
iPads that are encased in heavy plastic protectors com-
plete with carrying handles. The upper level students all 
have MacBooks.

At the high school we do Hour of Code but we do 
something different,” Arevalo said. “This year we Skyped 
with an artist that creates characters in video games. He 
wasn’t a programmer but he worked with them. So we 

try to do something different with the grade levels.
“You did a really nice job for your Hour of Code. You 

can continue programming with your parents’ permis-
sion at home. If you have free time or if a teacher asks 
what you’d like to do with spare time you could ask 
your teacher if you could go to Codes.org and do some 
programming,” she told the class in a wrap up before the 
session ended.

Hamilton told the group he and Arevalo will talk to 
teachers about putting some of the apps on the iPads to 
help keep continuing the coding, but he reminded the 
students they still have other learning to do as well.

“We will maybe talk with your teachers and put a few 
apps on there, but this is learning and you have other 
learning to do as well, so don’t forget that,” Hamilton 
said.

“I know this is fun and exciting and you are using this 
skill and when you grow up you may think you want to 
do something like programming, but you may also want 
to become a nurse or a mechanic. I tell the older kids 
you can be a nurse or a mechanic or a carpenter or a 
pilot, but I’d also like you to learn how to code.”

Megan Holtkamp, a third-grader at HTC el-
ementary, follows on-screen instructions to 
coding for the MineCraft game on Friday 
during Hour of Code, while Brooklyn Todd, 
right, looks on.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

HTC’s Hour of Code brings computer 
coding to all students

CODING - Continued from Page 1

Lucy Steffensmeier follows on-screen instruc-
tions as part of the Hour of Code study ses-
sion at HTC Elementary School on Friday af-
ternoon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://Codes.org


Pen City Current - Monday, December 11, 2017 - 7

Saturday Sports
Lady Hounds spunky in loss to Notre Dame

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With two seniors out with inju-
ries and one senior leaving the team, the Fort Madison 
Bloodhounds came up short against Burlington No-
tre Dame 35-40 in girls high school basketball action 
Saturday.

Senior guard Kamryn Bailey is still out with symp-
toms of a concussion and senior guard Taylor Shannon 
didn’t play the second half for the second straight game 
as the Hounds try to keep backfilling positions and stay 
competitive.

Senior forward and 2016 2nd team All Conference 
post player Amber Dilsaver left the team this week.

Head Coach Charlie Knipe said his team had energy 
and focus and was pleased with the way they played, 
despite experimenting with the lineup to see where per-
sonnel performed the best.

The Hounds found themselves down 0-6 before Sarah 
Bernhardt the front end of a one-and-one. A pesky 1/2 
court trap press caused the Bloodhounds to commit 
three turnovers on their first three possessions.  Ber-
nhardt scored Fort Madison’s first seven points in the 
first quarter eventually putting Fort Madison up 8-6 at 
the 4:42 mark on a couple of free throws.

Sophomore Dalyn Wondra scored inside with just 

over a minute left and then Bernhardt converted a 
3-point play when she was fouled on a move inside to 
tie the game at 13. The Nikes adjusted to the Hounds’ 
game plan of feeding Bernhardt and started sagging 
defensively to deny her inside.

Fort Madison took its first lead of the game in the 
opening moments of the second quarter on a bucket by 
newcomer Brandy Walker in the post and the Hounds 
had a three-point lead with 5:30 left in the period. 
Notre Dame, which is playing with basically a junior 
varsity squad with only one senior in Hailey Blythe and 
one junior in Abby Dowell, tied the game on a Blythe 
3-pointer at 20-20.

Bernhardt hit another free throw to put the Hounds 
up, but then the Nikes went on a 6-0 run with four 
points from sophomore Taylor Ackerman to take a 26-
21 at halftime.

The two teams would both struggle from the field in 
the second half, missing shots and trying to find the 
handle on the ball and learning their respective offens-
es. Nike sophomore Riley Todd got loose on the perim-
eter for a 3 to push the Nikes’ lead to 29-21. Hounds’ 
junior Braxtyn McGhghy scored from the right side 
to get the Hounds back within six. Blythe converted a 
bucket at 2:58 to push it back to eight.

Todd hit again to make it a nine-point game before 
sophomore Anna Kester hit a 3-pointer from the right 
side to again make the lead six. The Hounds weren’t 
able to get much closer despite back-to-back 12 footers 
from Kylie Cashman again from the right side. Bern-
hardt scored at the buzzer in the fourth quarter for Fort 
Madison’s final points.

Knipe said with both teams as inexperienced as they 
were, it was a fun game to watch. But he said Fort Mad-
ison will have to learn to play without a dominant post 
and things are going to change.

“We’re gonna go to a full court press and we’re gonna 
deny, deny. I think we were falling asleep at times 
today,” he said. “But we’re excited. It’ll be new for us be-
cause we’ve never not had a post player. So we’re gonna 
focus on denying the ball, playing tough man-to-man 
defense and play a lot of girls, and we’re gonna take our 
lumps,” he said.

He said he hopes to have Bailey back for practice on 

Monday and Shannon will probably be sidelined with a 
groin injury she’s been nursing since the end of soccer 
season.

“I was going to sit her today, too, but she talked me 
into it,” Knipe said.

Our girls are going to have to realize that if we are 
going to play this way we’re going to have to focus on 
different things, but this is a good experience for them 
and it’s going to be fun. It’s gonna be tough but when 
we get through that phase we’re gonna be in pretty 
good shape.”

The Hounds fall to 0-4 on the season and play host to 
West Hancock on Tuesday.

Brandy Walker, playing in her first varsity 
game for the Hounds, learns what it’s like to 
play in the paint as she gets fouled here in the 
first half.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Sarah Bernhardt goes up for a 
shot in the lane surrounded by Nike defenders 
Saturday night. Bernhardt had 13 points for 
the Bloodhounds.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hounds wouldn’t score 
until about 3:30 left in 
the quarter when Treav-
or James-Kokjohn hit a 
bucket inside to make 
it 29-17. The Big Reds’ 
Daniel Hargrave coun-
tered with a bucket inside 
and converted a foul shot 
on the play.

“They 
came out 
in a box-
and-1 
or some 
kind of 
defense 
to slow 
Kaleb 
down,” 

Wilson said. “But it didn’t 
do anything, our other 
players stepped up and 
that’s what you need.”

The Hounds went back 
inside to James-Kokjohn 
again to make it 31-20. 
Centerville would con-
tinue to cut into the lead 
getting as close as 31-24 
when sophomore Quin-
ton Koestner converted 
from about 12 feet on 

the left side with :25 
seconds left in the half. 
James-Kokjohn would 
add another bucket inside 
and then Cresswell would 
hit one in from the right 
baseline at the buzzer 
to give Fort Madison an 
11-point half time lead 
35-26.

Fort Madison com-
pletely smothered Cen-
terville, not allowing a 
single point in the 3rd 
quarter, until there was 
3:10 left when Hargrave 
converted in transition 
off a Hounds turnover, 
but Centerville was 
down 20, 51-28. Then the 
Hounds started getting a 
little grabby, committing 
five personal fouls and a 
couple turnovers. Center-
ville senior Logan Stickler 
converted on a foul on 
Keester and made the 
freebie to cut the lead to 
14, 55-41.

Denning scored inside 
on a pretty interior pass 
from Cresswell to put the 
Hounds back up 16 at the 

end of the third quarter.
But Centerville didn’t 

get the message the game 
was getting out of hand 
and was able to chip away 
at the lead and got it 
down to 10 when Har-
grave converted his third 
straight bucket to open 
the final period. Hargrave 
put in 8 points before 
James-Kokjohn converted 
a three pointer to kill the 
Big Red momentum.

The Hounds then 
pushed the lead back 
to 19, capped by back-
to-back 3-pointers by 
Keester and Centerville 
would never get closer 
than 15 the rest of the 
game.

Head Coach Ryan Wil-
son said role players were 
a big part of the win.

“You’re gonna have 
your scorers, but you 
have to have your role 
players step up, too, and 
Brandon banged in some 
shots, but Sheymouhr 
(Redd-Donald), I have 
to give him credit. They 

really weren’t guarding 
him and he attacked the 
basket,” Wilson said. 
“Then the others would 
help or he would dish 
back out or try and finish 
and that really opened 
up some things for us. If 
he continues to play that 
way it could be a very 
successful season for us.”

Wilson said he was a 
little disappointed in the 
amount of points the 
Hounds allowed.

“I like us to be in the 
50 point area and if we 
can stay there, we can 
do some good things. 
There were a couple of 
different spurts tonight 
where we got away from 
our brand of basketball - 
not playing aggressively 
on offense and pretty 
lackadaisical defensively,” 
he said.

The Hounds take the 
junior varsity and varsity 
boys squad to Danville 
Tuesday with a 6 p.m. 
tipoff for the junior 
varsity.

Hounds have three in double figures in win
WIN - Continued from Page 3

FMHS sophomore Parker Denning tries to 
score inside for FMHS Saturday night in the 
Hounds 80-63 win over the Centerville Big 
Red.

KEESTER

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC


	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Opinion
	From the Front
	The Kensington
	Farm Bureau Financial Services – Larry Holtkamp
	Test Kitchen Education Foundation
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Sports
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Real Estate
	Rentals
	West Liberty Foods
	Green Oak Development
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	From the Front
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Your Heat & Air guy
	Sports

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


