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FM schools revamp remaining schedule
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The nasty artic snap that made 
going to school a crap shoot on any given day the past 
three weeks has resulted in an amended school calen-
dar for the rest of the year.

Fort Madison Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater said the 
first of those changes will take place on Monday, Feb. 
18. Students were originally scheduled for a holiday on 
Monday, but that will now be a school day.

Additional changes to the calendar include tran-

sitioning all Wednesday early outs to 
full days beginning March 6, as well as 
eliminating three additional scheduled 
holidays. Those are March 27, April 1, 
and April 22. She said with those chang-
es, the last official day of school, pending 
any additional weather related cancella-
tions would be May 31.

Support local journalism. Make your Pen City Cur-
rent subscription donation here.

The full amended calendar can be viewed at the fol-
lowing link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ubC62n-

4LwHc6ld2wlVVIhaQfuk8L5yrw/view.
Slater said the changes were made after district 

employees were provided a survey on Monday for 
feedback and recommendations for making up for the 
weather-related cancellations.

“It was a collaborative effort. We’d been talking as 
an administrative team, but a lot of those conversa-
tions centered around when do we make a decision, if 
there is more weather to come,” she said. “So we sent a 
Google survey to all employees in the district with four 

SLATER

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Most of the time in newspapers, when a report-
er/editor or balding owner makes a mistake, you get 
something buried in the bottom of page three off the 
valuable front page, but plausible.

Not me.
I screwed up.
So we’re gonna throw it front and center. Right 

here with ma’ face on it.
On February 1, I wrote that Holy Trinity was clos-

ing in on a school record for wins, and in about four 
minutes I knew something was wrong.

I trusted the website Quik Stats Iowa, to pull my 
season best record for Holy Trinity Catholic’s girls 
basketball team. I searched all the way back to 2006-
07 and, for some reason, the most wins it showed 
was 14 in the 2014-15 season under current head 
coach Tony Johnson.

I now, officially on record, hate that website. I 
didn’t like it a lot to begin with because it’s only 
updated about once a week, and it’s dependent on 
state coaches and staff entering data. Then there’s the 
subjectivity of all that jazz, too, and schedule entries 
are, on occasion, incorrect.

But one glaring error comes at 2007-08, when your 
Holy Trinity Crusaders, coached by Jay Baldwin, 
went to the state tournament. Quik Stats shows just 

This correction goes 
out to Baldwin & Co.

See CORRECTION, page 2

2019 State Wrestling Tournament Preview

FMHS junior Danen Settles, center, gives a short “Thank You” to the community that turned out 
for the Wednesday evening send off to the state wrestling tournament in Des Moines. Settles, 
senior Sam Hayes, and senior Elton Kruse all advanced to the tournament that starts Thursday 
morning at 9 a.m.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – It’s becoming an annual trek for 
the family that is Fort Madison High School wrestling.

On Friday, Head Coach Ryan Smith thanked about 
70 people who showed up at 5 p.m. to wish three 
Bloodhound wrestlers well as they headed to Des 
Moines for the state wrestling tournament.

Action begins Thursday morning for the Blood-

hounds, as Class 3A kicks off the tournament at 9 a.m. 
at Wells-Fargo Arena, with a 7 a.m. weigh-in.

Fort Madison will be represented by seniors Elton 
Kruse at 113lbs, and Sam Hayes at 195 lbs and junior 
Danen Settles at 220 lbs.

Head Coach Ryan Smith said the trio has seen some 
of the other wrestlers in their respective brackets, but 
that’s not the focus.

See STATE, page 6

See SCHEDULE, page 6
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4 7 3 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

2/12
15 32 39 50 65

Mega Ball: 7
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

one win and one game. 
Me, being the enigma 
in boots with a camera 
bag that might as well 
be called a purse (I have 
gum, tissues and a form 
of lip balm in there…I 
swear I do), I assumed 
that was the year Mar-
quette and Aquinas 
joined, so technically 
it wasn’t HTC for the 
whole year.

My story posted to 
Facebook and the fam-
ilies and girls from the 
HTC teams from 2005-
2008 started blowing 
up the feed. I tossed 
the phone on the bed 

and slooowly backed 
away. Bzzzz….Bzzzzz….
Bzzzzz.

I quickly realized that 
something wasn’t right 
and hooked up with the 
affable Baldwin, whom I 
knew coached the girls at 
some point. (Whom am 
I kidding, at this point 
I wasn’t really sure of 
anything).

He indicated that ap-
parently something hap-
pened to Quik Stats Iowa 
years back and informa-
tion was lost and has not 
yet been recovered.

In addition to only 
showing one game in 

the 2007-08 schedule, 
they have nothing for the 
2006-07 schedule. The 
name Holy Trinity Cath-
olic wasn’t even there, 
again reaffirming my in-
correct assumption that 
there was no HTC that 
year. Well, the Crusaders 
went 22-3 that year.

Have I indicated that 
I don’t like that website 
anymore?

In 2007-08 Quik Stats 
Iowa shows HTC with 
one win. That team had 
1 LOSS….all year. (I’d 
use an exclamation point 
here but a burly, grumpy 
editor once told me I 

get seven of those in my 
career, so I’m saving it).

The Crusaders went 
26-0 prior to the state 
tournament that year 
(and they weren’t even 
the top seed, talk about 
metro bias). Apparent-
ly, Lady Crusaders that 
could hit a volleyball, 
don’t get me started on 
that, transitioned well 
into basketball – a feat 
not so easy consider-
ing the state volleyball 
tournament cuts into the 
front side of the basket-
ball season and the girls 
need a little downtime. 
So Baldwin and compa-
ny were inherently be-
hind the eight ball going 
into the season.

That year, southeast 
Iowa was rich with 
top-shelf basketball 
talent, with ranked teams 
sprinkled all over the 
area. The 2007-08 Lady 
Crusaders knocked off 
ranked Harmony in the 
first game of districts and 
then beat Maharish, also 
ranked by 27, bounced 
Melcher-Dallas by 26 
and then slipped ranked 

New London by a bucket 
51-49 to get the state 
tournament.

So I spent some time 
doing some research, 
because I don’t want to 
go, again, down the dark, 
swallowing hole that is 
inaccuracy.

I found out that appar-
ently senior Sara Fedler 
can shoot some hoops 
and led a juggernaut of 
an offense that had five 
players hovering around 
double digit scoring av-
erages for the year. That’s 
almost unheard of.

Fedler averaged 16.2 
points per outing that 
year and Emily Fullen-
kamp averaged 10.4, 
but the three other 
starters, Megan Wagner, 
Cameron Wilkens, and 
Jessica Panther were all 
very close to averaging 
double figures with each 
at about 9.5 points per 
game.

What’s even more 
ridiculous about that 
team is that three players 
averaged more than sev-
en rebounds per game, 
and Julie Garmoe came 

off the bench and hauled 
in five boards per outing 
and scored five points.

The Crusaders aver-
aged 57 points per game 
that year

HTC’s Tom Gendron 
came over finger wag-
gling at me after a game 
last week while I was 
trying to beg for mercy 
from Baldwin. Jay’s a 
standup guy, and was 
laughing with me about 
it. I tried to explain that 
it was all the website’s 
fault, but it wasn’t.

We are responsible for 
what we report. So to Jay 
and staff, and the team 
of Sara, Megan, Emily, 
Cameron, Jessica, Ashley 
Harvey, Ashley Steffens-
meier, Caitlin, Lindsey, 
(she’s my favorite…she’s 
a Vandenberg), Abby, 
Susan, Tam, Julie, Shan-
non, and Lauren….I ask 
your forgiveness.

To Tony Johnson & 
Co. congratulations on 
your winningest season 
at HTC with 15 wins …
and counting? I’m sure I 
got that right, but that’s 
Beside the Point.

HTC’s 2008 squad may be the best for some time
CORRECTION - Continued from Page 1

http://www.fmchosp.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Classifieds

the classifieds
OPEN

HOUSE
Sun., Feb. 17, 11-3

IT MAY BE COLD OUT-
SIDE.....but it’s nice and 
warm with this GEOTHER-
MAL FURNACE 3 bedroom 
home with garage and out 
building near the west edge 
of Ft Madison. Approximate-
ly 1,275 square feet upstairs 
and 1,140 square feet down 
stairs. This home has a 
large living area downstairs 
that sports a second kitch-
en. Also a second bathroom 
and a ground floor laundry. 
This home is newly remod-
eled with NEW Frig, New 
Stove,and New microwave, 
New Dishwasher New count-
er top and New light fixtures 
and ceiling fans thru out . 
Also has new carpet and new 
paint thru-out, Brand new roof 
and new garage door open-
er. With its GEOTHERMAL 
heating and air conditioning it 
will have a very conservative 
utility bill. Also has city water 
along with a sand point well 
and a septic leech field that 
was recently inspected. The 
address is 2311 263 ave Ft 
Madison. Priced at $145,000 
For a private showing call 
Todd at 319-470-8711.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
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Everybody 
hates
you.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8am to 5pm

Like us on Facebook! w
w
w
.g
rif
fin

m
uf
fle
r.c

om
Wine

Roses
Wine

Roses
 & &

Fresh Flowers, Roses, Bears, 
Balloons, Chocolates & Wine

1135 Ave. E • Ft. Madison, IA 
319-372-3675 • www.4arose.com

Flower Shop Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4; Sat. 10-3 • Bar Hours: Wed.-Sat. 5-11

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

http://www.stopbullying.gov
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
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New Year. Fresh Start.
Thank you to all our customers who worked

to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We’re looking forward to helping you continue your efforts

and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Lady Hounds find first regional win in three years

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON – The Fort Madison girls basketball 
team couldn’t have picked a better time to find their 
second win of the season.

The Lady Hounds held on for a 46-44 win over host 
Burlington in the first round of Class 4A regional 
action Wednesday night at Carl Johannsen Gym.

The Grayhounds had handed Fort Madison a 46-40 
loss nine days ago in a game also played at Burling-
ton.

Fort Madison Head Coach Todd McGhghy said he 
prepared for what the Grayhounds have done all year 
and instituted a new press breaker, but the Burlington 
jazzed things up.

“We were much better prepared for everything that 
they had done the last time we played them,”  McGh-
ghy said.

“We go and prepare for 1-2-2, we prepare for a dia-
mond press, and then they show up in a 1-3-1 so we 
went into a little bit of panic mode.”

That came about in the fourth quarter when Bur-
lington slapped on a full court zone press, which 
turned into a 6-1 run where the Grayhounds took 
their first lead of the second half at 35-34.

After McGhghy called a full timeout, senior 
Jazzmine Bass leaked behind the press and Kester 
found her down court where Bass was able to score 
in transition to give Fort Madison the lead back at 
36-35.

The Hounds would stretch the lead to six on a 
3-ball from the left wing by junior guard Anna Kester. 
But BHS senior Kayla Glasgow hit a three to pull the 
game to within three and prompting a Grayhound 
time out.

Senior Braxtyn McGhghy would convert a couple 
free throws and then, with Fort Madison in the early 
bonus, Kester would convert a couple more to give 
Fort Madison a comfortable 45-38 lead with 1:03 left 
in the game.

Glasgow would hit on another long ball with :37 left 
to cut the lead to four and prompt another Gray-
hound timeout.  The Grayhounds were forced to foul 
to try and get a possession. Kester was fouled quickly 
by Breanna Porter, but missed the front end.

The Hounds went down the floor and Porter threw 
up a shot on the run that missed of the back of the rim 
and the Hounds cleaned up the miss and headed the 
other way where Rashid was fouled bringing the ball up 
to put the Hounds in the double bonus. Rashid missed 
the first freebee, but converted the second for a 46-41 
lead.

Junior Bailey Wiemann hit a three-ball with 00.2 
on the clock and the Hounds didn’t have time to call 
a time out before the buzzer sounded on their season, 
down 46-44.

Kester’s two long balls in the second half provided a 
little cushion for the late run. She said she has confi-
dence with the ball late, but could see any of her team-
mates taking those shots.

“I think any of my teammates can make a shot when 
they’re open. I have confidence in all of them with the 
ball,” Kester said.

She said despite the Lady Hounds having only two 
wins on the year and three wins total over the past two 
years, they are starting to play like a team.

“It feels like we worked hard as a team this year and 
we’re turning a corner. We’re getting the new stuff that 
Coach McGhghy has put in and it’s finally paying off,” 
Kester said.

“We didn’t know a bunch of the stuff he’s been 
teaching us, but it’s nice to finally be able to play good 
basketball.”

Burlington jumped out to a shallow 7-6 lead at the 
end of a first quarter that saw the Grayhounds shoot a 

chilly 3-11 from the field. The Hounds were just as cold 
going 2 for 8 and hit 2-of 4 from the free throw line.

The Hounds tied it up quickly in the 2nd quarter on 
a free throw from McGhghy. But Fort Madison would 
only get two buckets the rest of the half. With just a 
three-point lead at 16-13 with 2:35 left in the second 
quarter, Hound junior Maddie Rashid pulled up from 
about 20 feet out on the left win for a three-pointer, but 
was fouled on the play by Wiemann.

Rashid drained all three freethrows on the play and 
pushed Fort Madison to a 19-13 lead.  Then Burling-
ton’s Angel Baylark would hit on a turn-around jumper 
from about seven feet out to close it four at 19-15 and 
that’s where the score would stay until the half.

Fort Madison led by as many as eight in the third, 
highlighted by a bucket from Bass at 3:36 to give Fort 

Madison a 25-17 lead, but Burlington would battle back 
on a 8-0 run capped by a Porter basket.

Kester would then hit one of her 3s, to at 1:42 to give 
the Hounds a little breathing room. Bass would score 
again with just :21 left in the 3rd for a 32-27 advantage 
at the end of three quarters.

Kester would finish with 12 points on the night. They 
would get eight each from Rashid and Bass. McGhghy 
scored seven points, Brandy Walker had five, while 
Nadia Boeding, Anna Lynk each had three points.

Burlington was led by Baylark’s 12. Alexis Standard 
pitched in with 11 and Glasgow had nine in the loss. 
Burlington finished the year 4-16.

The Bloodhounds will now face Keokuk, at Keokuk, 
in the Region 6 semifinal on Saturday beginning at 7 
p.m.

Bloodhounds will now take on 
Keokuk on Saturday in 
regional semifinals

http://www.grrwa.com
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New Year. New You.

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Family Dentistry now

to schedule your
6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Now accepting new patients.

www.drmarkdds.com

new smile.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 14 Feb

Clear
High– 38.4º F | Low – 16.2º F

FRI 15 Feb

Snow
High– 10.7º F | Low – 9.3º F

SAT 16 Feb

Light Snow
High– 22.1º F | Low – 20.5º F

SUN 17 Feb

Snow
High– 27.1º F | Low – 21.9º F

MON 18 Feb

Light Snow
High– 23.1º F | Low – 20.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

“As far as who’s in the brackets, we’ve see one of them 
head-to-head this year at 113 and the others will be 
brand new,” he said. “The big thing is that we continue 
to take care of what we do and not worry about our 
opponents. We do what we do, battle hard and put 
pressure on our opponents and wrestle in positions that 
were comfortable in.”

Senior Elton Kruse goes into the tournament with a 
22-12 record after claiming second at the district quali-
fier in Cedar Rapids last weekend.

Kruse’s first match is against North Scott’s Josh 
Conner, who comes into the match 28-13 and recently 
scored an 8-0 decision over Kruse in the North Scott 
duals two weeks ago.

“He’s solid on top and he gets to his offense quick on 
his feet so I just gotta make those adjustments,” Kruse 
said.

He said as far as any other wrestlers he will come up 
against in the bracket, he just has to do what he’s done 
all year and have the right frame of mind.

“I just do what I’ve done all year and go in with 

mindset that I have to wrestle hard for six minutes each 
match,” he said.

Junior Danen Settles, who will be wrestling at the 
285lb bracket said he hasn’t even looked at the bracket. 
He goes in with a 32-11 record and will face Davenport 
Central’s senior Manuel McGowan-Serrano who has a 
26-7 mark on the year.

But Settles said the bracket doesn’t matter because he 
will just face who’s in front of him.

“I haven’t even looked at it,” Settles said. “I don’t 
worry about that stuff I just go out and do what I have 
to do.”

Hayes, who’s had three years of potential state tour-
naments taken away due to various injuries is going in 
with a simple mindset. Just keep winning. Hayes takes 
on Glenwood senior Noah Carter. Carter is 19-4 on the 
year.

“There’s tough kids out there, obviously, and I just 
have to give 100%

Hayes said he’s seen some of the kids in the brack-
et, but he said most of those are on the upside of the 

bracket.
“I’ve wrestled several of them but there are on the 

upside of the bracket, but I’m just going to go out and 
do what I do. It doesn’t matter what’s out there,” he said.

Smith told the send-off crowd that having the com-
munity support provides incentive to the kids headed 
to Des Moines.

It helps when they go out on the mat and they know 
you folks are behind them and they’re not going out 
there alone,” Smith said.

“I’m excited about the opportunity these guys have. 
They are all great kids and I’m confident that they’ll do 
well and put forth their best effort.”

All brackets are available and updated at www.track-
wrestle.com. And Pen City Current will be updating 
Bloodhound matches on our social media channels as 
they are completed.

questions around what they thought priorities were in 
adjusting the calendar. We gave them a 24-hour turn-
around and based on that feedback we went back and 
created these amendments.”

She said canceling the Wednesday Professional De-
velopment sessions was a tough call because so much 
progress is taking place in those sessions.

“That was a really hard decision because we are 
making such great strides with efforts on those after-
noons. It was a tough call to make because that time is 
so valuable to the teachers, but we made the decision 
to put student instruction first.”

She said canceling the early outs put enough hours 
back into the schedule to make up two instructional 
days.

She said several of the days that were originally 
scheduled as days off were professional development 
days. March 27 was a spring break day, but April 1 
and 22 were development days that were pushed into 
June so students weren’t exposed to the heat of the 
buildings, which Slater said can get to 100 degrees very 
quickly.

She said there were some roadblocks with the chang-
es, but the district will work through those.

    “We’ve had some follow up from people who had 
other things going on and we will work through those 
with labor management groups,” Slater said. “We’ll 
respond to those, and in the very best way we can with 
the understanding that schedule changes can be very 
difficult.”

Hounds just focusing on what they do best
STATE - Continued from Page 1

Changes made to keep 
students from heat of June

SCHEDULE - Continued from Page 1

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://tkef.org/
http://www.trackwrestle.com
http://www.trackwrestle.com
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