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Connection Bank to deed Keokuk properties to city
BY COLIN MAGNESUN
RADIO KEOKUK NEWS DIRECTOR

KEOKUK- It’s never a positive thing when a struc-
ture in a downtown municipal area has a fire, espe-
cially when that fire results in a near total loss.

It’s also devastating when that building happens to 
be the town’s city hall and city offices. That is what 
happened in Keokuk back in February when the 
former city hall building on Blondeau Street was 
destroyed by a blaze of unknown origins.

Nonetheless, things could not have 
gone better for the City of Keokuk this 
spring in its pursuit of a new building to 
call home.

That trend came full circle at Thurs-
day’s Keokuk City Council meeting at 
Torrance Preschool. During the work-
shop session that preceded the regular 

council meeting, Connection Bank and Insurance 
President and CEO Matt Morris made the council an 
offer that seemed too good to be true.

Morris told the council the bank wanted to donate 
its two Keokuk Main Street properties that currently 
house its insurance and banking divisions to the city 
– totally free of charge. The two buildings sit at 501 
and 515 Main Street and last week a Keokuk City Hall 
committee unanimously voted to move forward with 
negotiations regarding the transfer of the building to 
city ownership.

Morris explained the goal of Connection Bank is to 

WASHINGTON D.C. – USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) will begin accepting nominations for county 
committee members on Friday, June 14, 2019.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy 
for the county committee. Individuals may nominate 
themselves or others as a candidate.

“I encourage America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest 
stewards to nominate candidates to lead, serve, and 
represent their community on their county committee,” 
FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce said.

“There’s an increasing need for diverse representa-
tion including underserved producers, which includes 
beginning, women and minority farmers and ranchers.”

Committees make important decisions about how 
federal farm programs are administered locally. Their 
input is vital on how FSA carries out disaster programs, 
as well as conservation, commodity and price support 
programs, county office employment and other agricul-
tural issues.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members 
of the agricultural community serving on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made of three to 11 
members and typically meet once a month. Members 
serve three-year terms. Producers serving on our FSA 
county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day 
operations of the agency.

Producers should visit their local FSA office today 
to find out how to get involved in their county’s elec-
tion. Check with your local USDA service center to 
see if your local administrative area is up for election 

FSA looking for 
county nominees

See BANK, page 8

Candidate nomination forms 
due by Aug. 1

MORRIS

BY PCC STAFF

KEOKUK – More than 90 ap-
prentice ironworkers descended 
on Keokuk’s Kindustry Park on 
Thursday as part of an annual dis-
trict apprenticeship competition.

Apprentices from seven states 
came to Keokuk to compete in 
welding, cutting, rigging, rod 
tying, architectural ornamental, 
layout instruments, and a 35-foot 

column climb as well as a written 
test.

A video of the column is avail-
able by clicking on the following 
link provided by the Lee County 
Economic Development Group: 
https://db.tt/EdUki1ifPs.

The event was hosted by the 
Ironworkers Local 577

The overall winner of the com-
petition, Jacob Fordice from 
Kansas City, now goes on to the 

international competition. Second 
place went to Justin Byrd from 
East St. Louis and Steve Week-
ley from St. Louis received third 
overall. 

“It was an exciting day,” said 
Dana Millard with Lee County 
Economic Development. “It’s great 
to see the trades being celebrated 
like this and you can tell these 

Apprentices take part in Keokuk competition

Seven apprentice ironworkers work on a rod tying competition at Keokuk’s Kindustry Park 
Thursday afternoon as part of the district apprentice competition hosted by Ironworkers Local 
577.

Photo courtesy of Lee County Economic Development Group

See USDA, page 8See COMPETITION, page 8
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SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Downtown Summer Market
Unique Vendors, Food, Beer, Wine Tasting

Thursdays June 13, July 11, & August 15 – 3-8pm
• Fort Madison •

Vendors contact
darlarae71@yahoo.com

Sponsored by

 6/7 MID-DAY
3 3 9

 6/7 EVENING
0 9 5

  6/7 MID-DAY
3 5 2 4

 6/7 EVENING
7 6 9 8 

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

6/7
17 19 27 40 68

Mega Ball: 2
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

06/05/19 – 2:14 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
5400 block of Avenue O.
06/06/19 – 12:13 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1700 block of Avenue H.
06/06/19 – 11:24 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2500 block of Hwy. 61.
06/06/19 – 12:45 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 2300 block of Avenue L.
06/06/19 – 2:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Chey-
anne Nicole Davis, 18, of Fort 
Madison, at the police station, 
on a charge of 4th-degree 
theft possession of stolen 
property. She was released 
on a promise to appear.
06/07/19 – 2:10 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Mi-
chael Dean Hagmeier II, 27, of 
Fort Madison, in the 1200 block 
of Avenue E, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was taken 

to the Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

06/05/19 – 3:09 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Cody Scott Glasgow, 
27, of Montrose, in the 2400 
block of 340th Street on 
charges of driving while barred 
and speeding. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
06/05/19 – 8:35 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Jeffrey Lee Rains, 42, of 
Fort Madison, in the 1000 block 
of Avenue G on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
06/06/19 – 12:57 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on 2000 block of 
255th Street. A large tree fell 
in front of a vehicle driven by 
Christopher A. Herman, 53, of 
Macomb, Ill. Herman had to 
take evasive action and struck 
part of the and came to rest in 
the ditch. No injuries or cita-
tions were issued at the scene.
06/06/19 – 5:29 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 

accident in the 2600 block of 
Chalk Ridge Road. A vehicle 
driven by Courtney Ann Dalton, 
24, of Fort Madison, lost 
control on a corner and left the 
roadway into the ditch striking 
a tree stump. No citations 
were issued at the scene.
06/07/19 – 12:15 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Mississippi River 
Road where a vehicle driven 
by Samuel Dane Gilbert, 35, of 
Keokuk had struck a deer and 
came to rest over the center-
line on the highway. A vehicle 
driven by Megan Elizabeth 
Giesler, 17, of Keokuk, then 
side-swiped Gilbert’s vehicle. 
No citations or injuries were 
reported at the scene.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

06/06/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls.
06/07/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to two 
medical calls, and an assist.

Birth Announcements
Schrader-Hagmeier

MONTROSE – Halle Abernathy and Deon Schrader-Hagmeier are proud to an-
nounce the birth of their son Jackson LeMoyne Schrader-Hagmeier on May 30, 2019 
at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Grandparents are Amy Calhoun of Macomb, Ill.; Josh Abernathy of Macomb, Ill.; 
and Michael and Samantha Hagmeier of Montrose.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news

Moore
FARMINGTON – Jessica and Austin Moore are proud to announce the birth of 

their daughter Lucy Margaret Moore on May 22, 2019 at Fort Madison Community 
Hospital.

Grandparents are Jermi and Jennifer Wolken of Donnellson; and Douglas and 
Angela Moore of Primrose.

Great-grandparents are Michael (deceased) and Laura Wolken of Overland Park, 
Kan.; Marion (deceased) and Margaret (deceased) Piper of Brock, Neb.; Larry and 
Mary Ellen (deceased) Moore of Bonaparte; and Dutch and Tonda (deceased) Denly 
of Donnellson.

Great-great-grandparents are Ralph and Shirley Wolken of Stanton, Neb.
Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

Teeter
ALEXANDRIA, Mo. – Jessica and Jeremiah Teeter are proud to announce the 

birth of their son Lyzac Gene Teeter on March 22, 2019 at Fort Madison Communi-
ty Hospital.

Lyzac is joined at home by siblings Lily, Lyla and Lena.
Grandparents are Nathan and Juanita Schreiber of Revere, Mo.; and Gary Whitak-

er and Glenda Marley of Revere, Mo.
Great-grandparents are Gary and Martha Whitaker of Wayland, Mo.
The Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2101539843215685/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

A couple of youth 
participants start off 

on the Holy Trinity 
Catholic volleyball 

team’s Pajama Run 
on Saturday evening 

in West Point. The 
run raises funds for 

the Crusader volley-
ball squad and start-
ed at City Hall on the 
square in West Point. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Birth Announcements
Traman

FORT MADISON – Sherri Donaldson and Bradley 
Traman are proud to announce the birth of their son, 
Daxton Glenn Traman on May 21, 2019 at Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital.

He is joined at home by siblings Draydan and Danika 
Traman.

Grandparents are Paula Donaldson (deceased) of 
Fort Madison; Richard Donaldson of Fort Madison, 
Lisa King-Hayes and Rick King of Fort Madison; and 
Roger Traman of Fort Madison.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

Juarez
FORT MADISON – Jesse Juarez Jr., and Meagan 

Lawler, of Fort Madison, are proud to announce the 
birth of their son Stanlee Jensen Juarez on May 12, 
2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Grandparents are Michelle Burnett of Fort Madison; 
Ben Lawler of Fort Madison; Jesse Juarez Sr., of Fort 
Madison; and Steve and Monica Carter of Fort Madi-
son.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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WE’RE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AGRIGULTURE.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
Click this ad for details.

319-469-3951

We are the Leader
in Ag Loans

in Southeast Iowa.
COMMITTED TO

HELPING YOU GROW.

Jack Morris Memorial Golf Outing
The annual Fort Madison Partner’s golf outing is set 
for June 14 and there is room for five more teams 
only. Sponsorships are available by contacting the 
Partner’s office at 319-372-5471.

Youth Jam Workshop
Iowa State University’s Lee County Extension and 
Outreach will be holding a food preservation work-
shop at the Lee County Fairgrounds Learning Cen-
ter on Wednesday, June 12 from 3 to 7 p.m. Register 
by June 5 by calling Whitney Weisinger at 319-835-
5116 or email weisinge@iastate.edu.

City Band in Central Park
June 9th will be sponsored by Connection Bank, 
Chalk Ridge Vineyard, Potowonok Circle of Kings 
Daughters, and Gene and Sheri Enke.

Family Connections “Stepping Stones”
Family Connections, a free parenting support group 
will be hosting two sessions of “Stepping Stones” the 
first on June 3 in Fort Madison at 4015 Avenue L 
and the second on June 11th at 2315 S. 7th Street in 
Keokuk. Children will be able to decorate a stepping 
stone to take home. RSVP to Missy at 319-372-5225.

Special Needs Prom
A Special Needs Prom has been set for June 28th 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at First Christian 
Church 3476 Main Street in Keokuk. The evening 
will include a promenade, dinner and dancing with 
events sponsored by area businesses. 

Downtown Summer Market

Fort Madison businesses will be hosting a Down-
town Summer Market from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. June 
13, July 11, and Aug. 15 along Avenue G. For more 
information contact Darla at 319-371-8385 or by 
email at darlarae71@yahoo.com.

Weekend at the Bees
Lee County Weekend at Community Field in Burl-
ington will be held on Friday through Sunday June 
21-23. Pre-ordered tickets are just $4 each when 
buying 10-plus tickets. Pre-order must be done by 
June 14. Sponsors can become a fireworks sponsor 
for $400 and get 50 tickets to the game and ad in the 
program.

Farmer’s Market
Farmer’s Markets at the Fort Madison Depot will 
start Monday June 3 and run every Monday through 
Sept. 30 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Old Santa Fe 
Depot. Every second Monday is Kid’s Day at the 
Market.

Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course will be offering 
junior and women’s beginning clinics on Thursdays 
during the Month of June with the junior golf from 
10 to 12 p.m. and the women’s class from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $50 entry fee for both clinics. Contact 
Ryan at 319-528-6214 for additional details or email 
at rmcmillan@sheaffergolf.com.

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s Only Communi-
ty Bingo on the second Wednesday of every month 
at 2 p.m. The event is free for seniors and cash prizes 
are awarded. Caregivers Connection is held the 4th 

Tuesday of every month at noon. Call 319-372-4233 
to reserve your seat.

Riverfest 2019
Fort Madison’s annual summer music festival and 
carnival hits the Fort Madison riverfront Aug. 1-4 
with national rock music acts, family-friendly events 
and shows, carnivals, vendors, games, food and 
non-profit charitable events all weekend along.

Old Settler’s Concerts 
The Old Settler’s Park “Music in the Park” kicks off 
on June 21 with “Amarillo” and the Pen City Cruis-
er’s Car Show. The Fort Madison Lion’s Club will be 
serving dinner.

LCHD to hold 
immunization clinic

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – Lee County Health Department 
will be holding a Children’s Immunization Clinic 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 2330 Plank Road in Keokuk from 12 noon 
until 4:30 p.m.

The clinic is open to children who have no insur-
ance, are insured by Iowa Medicaid or those who have 
private health insurance that does not cover the cost of 
vaccines. No appointment is necessary. Written paren-
tal consent is required for minors to receive vaccina-
tions when in the care of another adult.

Free lead testing is available for all children ages 6 
months to 6 years who reside in Iowa.

CURRENT-LEE

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/agricultural
mailto:weisinge@iastate.edu.
mailto:darlarae71@yahoo.com
mailto:rmcmillan@sheaffergolf.com
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Come to one of the Live Healthy @ the Market events 
to learn about area health & wellness services.

June 15, 8:00-11:30am - Keokuk Farmer’s Market
June 24, 4:00-6:00pm - Fort Madison Farmer’s Market

Special market bags will be given to the first 100 
people.  Drawing will take place for Market Bucks to 

use at your local farmer’s markets.

Ride your bike to the event & a 
bike safety item will be given to 
you!

For more information about the  
Market events call (319)372-5225.   
All giveaways are while supplies last.

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – As 
the numbers of students 
playing organized sports 
appears to be shrinking, 
open enrollment taking 
its toll on almost ev-
ery school, and school 
budgets get squeezed, 
shared programs are al-
most a must at most high 
schools in Iowa.

Fort Madison and Holy 
Trinity Catholic used to 
share few programs, but 
fast forward to the pres-
ent day where the two 
have many consolidated 
programs and so far it is 
paying dividends.

The schools currently 
have cooperative agree-
ments in place in most 
sports with the exception 
of soccer, basketball, 
volleyball, and boys cross 
country.

All the other sports 
have both HTC and Fort 
Madison athletes playing 
under the Bloodhound 
mascot. The Bloodhound 
tennis team had three 
players go to state this 
spring… all three from 
HTC. A 4×100 boys track 
team that just missed 
going to state by less than 
a second was a mix of 
Crusaders and Blood-
hounds.

And this year’s Blood-
hound baseball team is 
playing .500 ball after 
bringing HTC ball play-
ers after the Crusaders 
didn’t have enough to 
field a squad this year.

Niether the Blood-
hounds nor the Crusad-
ers have had a winning 
season in a decade plus. 
But just eight games into 
the season the effects of 
the consolidation can 

already be felt, as the 
Bloodhounds currently 
sit at 4-4. Last season 
Fort Madison won a total 
of five games, while Holy 
Trinity Catholic set a 
school record with seven 
wins.

While a 4-4 record may 
not appear to be anything 
special on the surface, to 
the players on the Blood-
hounds’ roster it is a mea-
suring stick. A measuring 
stick that shows how far 
they have already come 
and just how much prog-
ress they have already 
made this season.

“I think it’s really cool,” 
Holy Trinity Catholic’s 
Reed Fehseke said. “Nei-
ther team was good last 
year. The step we’ve taken 
from last year to this year 
is huge from what both 
programs were. I think 
it’s cool to see how much 
better we are.”

So far the transition has 
been relatively smooth. 
According to Fort Mad-
ison’s Dayne Cordray, 
this can be contributed to 
the fact that many of the 
players on this season’s 
team have played trav-
eling baseball together 
when they were younger, 
placing at state every 
year.

“We played travel ball 
together from like 10 
to 13 so we all kind of 
meshed well,” Cordray 
said. “We all got the team 
back together and I think 
there’s bigger things to 
come now that we’re back 
together.”

While the consolida-
tion has brought about 
plenty of change, with 
first-year Head Coach 
Ron Walker at the helm 
and with this also being 
the first year for the con-

vergence, 
many of 
the players 
feel they 
are start-
ing with a 
blank slate.

“(It’s a) 
Brand new slate,” Fort 
Madison junior Brandon 
Reichelt said. “We have a 
different approach com-
ing to the plate. (Coach 
Walker) knows what he’s 
talking about and he 
makes all of us trust him. 
Everything he says we 
can trust him and that 
obviously shows with our 
record.”

Fort Madison senior 
captain Jordyn Gerdes 
agrees one of the biggest 
changes he has seen in 
the Hounds is the new 
found approach at the 
plate.

“The big part is our 
approach with hitting,” 
Gerdes said. “Last year we 
didn’t really practice an 
approach, we just prac-
ticed swinging … Practice 
wise I think there’s more 
passion, it’s more intense, 
it makes you want to 
practice and get better.”

In terms of the HTC’s 
players view on how 
things have changed, a lot 
of it is how engaged the 
team is daily on polishing 
up the fundamentals and 
getting back to the basics.

“The rules are a little 
more strict this year,” 
Vasin Thurman said. “A 
lot more working on the 
fundamentals to get those 
down so that we’re not 
making the little mis-
takes.”

Those little mistakes 
still lure their heads from 
time to time, but Gerdes 
says he has already no-
ticed a marginal improve-

ment on how well the 
team has cleaned up its 
fielding since last season.

“I just feel like we’re 
making the routine plays,” 
Gerdes said. “Jason Thur-
man has been doing a 
great job at shortstop. We 
have Vasin at first since 
Brandon has been sick. 
We just have people to fill 
those roles when some-
body is injured or sick. 
We actually have people 
that we can trust to go 
out there and make the 
routine plays.”

With so many first and 
so many new changes 
with the program, one 
thing still remains the 
same, everyone on the 
Bloodhound roster plays 
for the Fort Madison 
community as a whole. 
That’s something Walker 
hopes his players keep in 
mind.

“At the end of the day, 
we’re still a Fort Madison 
community, we’re all from 
the same public area, 
the kids have grown up 

together, they go to the 
swimming pool togeth-
er, they grow up playing 
backyard baseball, ” 
Walker said.

“I think it’s a great fit all 
of us. Numbers have been 
down in both programs. 
It’s kind of a kick start for 
all of us to put a shot in 
the arm and put a boost 
in the program.”

So far the stats have’t 
lied, the Bloodhounds are 
on the rise. Fort Madison 
is just one win away from 
matching last season’s 
win total. Along with the 
wins, what may have been 
one of the most eye open-
ing experiences in the 
early stages of the season 
was how well the Hounds 
played when they split a 
doubleheader on the road 
against Mount Pleasant.

“That was something 
really huge for the kids,” 
Walker said. “On the 
bus ride home we talked 
about in the four games 
combined last year I think 
Mount Pleasant outscored 

them 53-1. To come out 
and take a 3-2 loss and 
then a 5-2 win, it just 
says, ‘Hey, we’re here. This 
is legit and we’re going to 
keep getting better and 
win some ball games this 
year.’”

Wins are nice and 
should continue to come 
as the year comes along, 
but the main goal at the 
end of the season for 
Walker in year one is 
for his guys to believe in 
themselves.

“By the end of the 
season I hope the kids 
believe in themselves,” 
Walker said. “We talk 
every day about us as 
coaches and them as 
players, we have the same 
job. My job is to get the 
players to trust in me and 
their job is to get me to 
trust in them and if we 
trust in each other, by the 
end of the year my goal is 
when we take the field, no 
matter who we’re playing, 
I want us to be competi-
tive.”

Shared program creates buzz on bases for Bloodhounds

WALKER

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://leecountyhd.org/index.php?cID=176
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-6959

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFT WRAP

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/GriffinMufflerAndBrakeCenter/
Griffins June B.C. PCC.pdf
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.grrwa.com


NOW 
HIRING!

Extended Season!

Immediate Production
Openings at Scotts!
Overtime Available!
Day and Night Shifts

Available!
$100 Sign On Bonus!

Call us today
319-246-1294

Team Staffing Solutions
4502 Avenue O

(Lodi Shopping Center)
Fort Madison, IA
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LEND A HAND
623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Hamilton

NEED NURSING CARE AT HOME?
Nurse with 20 years experience can care 

for you or for your loved one at home.

Local Services in:
Iowa • Illinois • Missouri

CALL STEPHANIE RUNGE
Iowa Licensed Practical Nurse

217-357-5057

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

HELP WANTED

Mobile Nursing Services
Immediate Opening
Office Assistant

Duties include but not limited to 
Scheduling & Data Entry

Monday-Friday 8-4:30

Competitive Wages
PTO

Free Life Insurance
Apply at:

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison
Or Email:

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Liquids

Manufacturing Plant
Operations Manager – R1264
-Job: Oversee the production and assembly operations 
for six production lines and three manual assembly lines. 
Directly lead a team of 4 salaried and indirectly lead 
200-250 hourly full-time and seasonal associates across a 
three-shift operation.
- Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree focused in Engineer-
ing (highly preferred), Supply Chain, Manufacturing or 
other related field.  Minimum 5 years of manufacturing/
production leadership experience in a plant environment 
(preferably in a packaging operation).  Ability to grow into 
future manufacturing positions and the ability to relocate 
to other Scotts Miracle-Gro locations. 

Env Health & Safety Manager – R0346
-Job: Develop, implement, and manage environmental, 
health, safety  and security programs at the facility.  
Responsible for federal and state regulatory aspects of 
safety and environmental programs, including compliance 
with OSHA, EPA and DNR. 
-Qualifications: Bachelor of Science in EHS, Chemical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering or related field.  5-8  
years of experience in the Environmental, Health and 
Safety field or related discipline.  Knowledge of OSHA, 
EPA, RCRA, FIFRA, air and DOT regulations.

FULL-TIME DENTAL
ASSISTANT

Mark C. Pothitakis Fami-
ly Dentistry currently has a 
position available for a Full-
Time Dental Assistant. Com-
plete an application or mail 
your resume to 1223 S. Gear 
Avenue, Eastman Plaza, 
Suite 302, West Burlington, 
IA 52655. EOE.

BUSINESS 
MANAGER 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

Holy Trinity Catholic is seek-
ing applicants for a Business 
Manager position; Account-
ing or Business degree is 
required.

Applicant will be responsible 
for budgeting duties, payroll, 
accounts payable/ receiv-
able, tuition assistance, and 
employee benefit administra-
tion. 
 
Interested applicants, please 
send a cover letter and re-
sume to: Judi Dinwiddie at 
judi.dinwiddie@holytrinity-
schools.org.

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

YOUR
AD

HERE
Call Brian

(319)470.9151

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Place your ad
online 24/7

Subscribe
to #PCC

today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.doddprinting.com
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Office%20Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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From the Front/Weather

Farmington’s 37th Annual Strawberry Festival! 

Thanks to the Farmington Arts Council,
FREE strawberries and ice cream will be served 

Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m!

Come enjoy free strawberries and
ice cream in downtown Farmington!

Visit our website at: http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org/
Or call us at (941) 323-6183

June 7th, 8th, & 9th!
(evening only)

Click this ad to register online!

BURLINGTON YOUTH 
TRIATHLON

Sunday, June 23, 2019
9am Race Start • Dankwardt Park Pool

Online registration at www.getmeregistered.com
More race info. at www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon

Distances based on age group
Age 7-8

Swim 50 yd.
Bike 1.7 mi.
Run 1/4 mi.

Age 9-11
Swim 100 yd.
Bike 3.3 mi.
Run 1/2 mi.

Age 12-14
Swim 200 yd.
Bike 4.9 mi.
Run 1 mi.

Register as an individual or a team!

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 09 June

Light rain
High– 75.8º F | Low – 58.4º F

MON 10 June

Clear skies
High– 70.1º F | Low – 58.2º F

TUE 11 June

Light Rain
High– 74.4º F | Low – 61.1º F

WED 12 June

Rain
High– 63.1º F | Low – 50.4º F

THU 13 June

Light Rain
High– 66.2º F | Low – 52.8º F

OpenWeatherMap

this year. Organizations, including those representing 
beginning, women and minority producers, also may 
nominate candidates. To be considered, a producer 
must sign an FSA-669A nomination form.

The form and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elec-
tions. All nomination forms for the 2019 election must 
be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by 
Aug. 1, 2019.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 
beginning Nov. 4, 2019. Read more to learn about im-
portant election dates.

consolidate the insurance and banking divisions under 
one roof in Keokuk.

  “The plan is to build a two-story facility with a 
three-lane drive up. We’re looking to take a piece of 
ground right now that is totally bare, with nothing 
on it. And it’s right on Main Street with the project 
including a sizable investment.”

In previous conversations with the City Hall com-
mittee, Morris had notified officials that Connection is 
looking to acquire property in the 2100 block of Main 
Street that sits between Auto Zone and American Eye 
Care. That piece of land is currently undeveloped with 
the only potential hiccup being that there is a city 
sewer line running through it.

Morris also addressed any concerns citizens or city 
officials may have with the potential loss of downtown 
taxable property that Connection would be gifting to 
Keokuk.

“Right now between our two buildings downtown, 
we’ve been valued at about 1.1 million dollars assessed. 
We anticipate the new facility will be probably 2.5 to 3 
times that. So the increase in tax base will be beneficial 
to the city as well.”

Council member Roger Bryant said another ben-
efit the commission identified with the Connections 

buildings is that the structures have not sat vacant like 
many of the other properties the city has looked at.

Finally, Morris laid out the timeline for how long it 
should take for the company to depart the two build-
ings so the city can begin the move in to their new 
prospective city hall.

“We’ve begun the preliminary process. We would 
like to think we could be in our new facility next 
spring sometime. We’re probably on a nine to ten 
month design-to-construction time frame because we 
have recent experience in building a structure like this 
with our new Burlington location.”

City Administrator Cole O’Donnell said once 
the current Connection occupants depart, the city 
could be up and running at the facility in three to six 
months.

Multiple council members thanked Morris and he 
was given a round of applause after his ten-minute 
presentation. Once the regular council meeting start-
ed, the council unanimously approved of a resolution 
to begin negotiations with Connection to receive the 
property as well as to issue a request for proposals 
from architectural and engineering firms to produce a 
report on the two structures.

Connection to build new Keokuk facility
BANK - Continued from Page 1

apprentices take the competition seriously.” 
The written test consisted of 100 questions taken 

directly from the ironworkers training manuals.
The instrument test required competitors to set up 

an instrument. Establish the height of instrument and 
figure the elevation of benchmarks above and below 
the height of instrument.

The burning competition involved correctly laying 
out and burning a circle and square, making a bevel 
cut and a straight cut. Contestants were judged on 
accuracy of layout and cut, as well as quality of cuts.

As part of the welding skills test, apprentices had to 
complete three passes in all four positions: flat, hori-
zontal, vertical and overhead. The welds were graded 
based upon quality.

For the knot tying competition, the competitors are 
required to correctly tie six knots which are chosen at 
random from the rigging manual the day of the test. 
They also must correctly reeve two sets of blocks.

For rod tying skill tests, competitors had one min-
ute to tie as many of each different type of tie as they 
could, including snap tie, snap and a wrap, saddle tie, 
saddle and a wrap, and the Figure 8 tie.  The scores on 
each tie were tallied to give an overall score.

In the time-based ornamental test, contestants race 
against the clock to see who can put together a 2’ x 2’ 
glazed window.

USDA- Continued from Page 1

Ballots to come out in Nov.

COMPETITION - Continued from Page 1

Contestants go 
through battery 

of tests

Baseball Card Shows
June 10 - Keokuk 
Vintage Sports Card Show 
Hampton Inn 3201 Main street
Show Hours 3 pm - 8 pm

June 11 - Burlington 
Vintage Sports Card Show
Comfort Suites 1780 Stonegate Center Dr. 
Show Hours 3 pm - 8 pm

June 12 - Ft. Madison 
Vintage Sports Card Show
Quality Inn & Suites 6169 Reve Court
Show Hours 3 pm - 8 pm

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org
https://www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon
http://fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://fsa.usda.gov/elections
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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