Pen City

Don’t forget Social Media!

Check us out on the following sites

@pencitycurrent:

SPORTS:
A photo spread of Bloodhound football
camp from Monday.

See page 4

Current

Thursday, July 27 | 8 pages | Volume 1 ¢ Issue 180

Sheriff’s department to try new K9

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Due to a performance
issue in the dual-purpose training of
the Lee County Sherift’s new K9, a
committee decided Wednesday to bring
in another dog.

At a meeting Wednesday of the Lee
County K9 Association, deputy Uri-
ah Wheatley told the group’s board of
directors, Alex, the German Shepherd
currently in training with Wheatley, is
not performing well in the apprehen-
sion model of his duties.

“It's my understanding the mission
of this organization was to get a dual
purpose K9. That’s what was paid for
and that’s what people donated for,”
Wheatley said. “I'm new to this, but I've
seen dogs that will bite, track, and smell

111
I'm new to this, but I've
seen dogs that will bite,
track, and smell dope. Alex
and | went through one
week and Alex is a very

skiddish dog.”

-Deputy Uriah Wheatley,
Lee County K9 officer

Wheatley told the committee that his
training with Alex with respect to ap-
prehension and defense didn’t go well.
He said the dog had to be “strongly
encouraged’ to be aggressive, specifical-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PC

Deputy Uriah Wheatley is photographed here with Alex, a K9 the Lee
County Sheriff's department was hoping would join the department in

dope. Alex and T went through one August. However, the K9 struggled with defense training and the de-

weelcand Alex is a very skiddish dog. See KIpage 6  partment is going to try a different animal.
Packin’ Back | Fareway names managers
packs ahead of grand opening
Volunteers from the
Kiwanis, the Fort BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
Madison Commu- PCC EDITOR
2:’% SCh%?jlmDrlnSJ:ﬁt’ FORT MADISON - With just a month away before
y opening its doors at the corner of 18th and Avenue L,
members  assem-

bled backpacks for
those registered for
the Back-to-School
Health Fair being
held Aug. 12 at the
Fort Madison High

School.
Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

lowan demolition put on hold until fall

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The owner of the former Iowan
Hotel on the west end of Fort Madison said Wednesday
that it may be late fall or early winter before demolition
is completed on the building.

With just over half of the building demolished and
piles of separated materials mounded on the property,

owner Glen Meller said it may take another month and
a half or longer to get the building down.

“I just got off the phone with DNR (Iowa Department
of Natural Resources) today and they said they found
some sprayed on areas that have asbestos levels that are
just a bit high. He’s going to let me know what we need
to do,” Meller said in an interview this morning.

“It’s not our fault or anything we did, we've just had

See IOWAN, page 2
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officials at Fareway Grocery have released the names of
the managers and are planning for the grand opening
Aug. 30.

Fareway Regional Supervisor Rick Beckwith said
construction crews are still in charge at the site, but
plans are quickly coming together.

“We're very excited,” Beckwith said Wednesday.
“We've found Fort Madison to be a fun community to
come into and very welcoming. There’s a very positive
vibe there and that’s exactly the kind of community we
love to be in”

He said the grand opening will be at 10 a.m. August
30th with a 9:30 ribbon-cutting ceremony, but the fes-
tivities will be set in motion by the local management
team.

Corporate Outreach and Communications Director,
Emily Toribio released the names of the management
team at the store.

“Our grocery manager will be Mark Braun from the
Davenport store and our Market manager will be Mike
Hanna from the Iowa City location,” she said.

See FAREWAY, page 3
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Obituaries/Local News

OBITUARIES

FRED HAROLD DOTY

Fred Harold Doty, 96 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa
died at 5:15 pm Tuesday, July 25, 2017 at his home. He
was born October 23, 1920 in Iowa, a son of Warren
and Sophie (Winkler) Doty.

He first married Pa-
tricia Kathryn Decker.
She preceded him in
death. They had one
son, Michael (Vickie)
Doty, of Fort Madison,
two grandchildren,
Shone and Chanda, and
great grandchildren. He married Neva Ann Wester-
hold on February 17, 1973 at Fort Madison, Iowa. She
survives. They had two children, Nichole Doty (Eric
Rhodes), of Hamilton, Illinois and Robert Doty, of Fort
Madison, and granddaughter, Mercedee Doty. He was
also preceded in death by his parents, one sister, and
four brothers.

He is a U.S. Army WWII veteran. He worked for
DuPont, retiring after 29 years of service. He loved
being outside, and enjoyed fishing, playing horse shoes,
and camping.

Per his wishes, his body has been cremated. No
services are planned at this time. A memorial has been
established, contributions may be made at the Barr Me-
morial Chapel, Fort Madison. Online condolences to
the Doty Family may be made from the Barr Memorial
Chapel, www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

The Kensington partners on diabetes

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON -
Telligen, the Medicare
Quality Improvement
Organization for Iowa, is
working to help reduce
the complications associ-
ated with diabetes in the
Ft. Madison area.

According to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control
and Prevention, nearly
10 percent of the U.S.
population is estimated to
have diagnosed or undi-

agnosed diabetes. Addi-
tionally, diabetes was the
country’s seventh leading
cause of death in 2013.
Telligen has partnered
with The Kensington
Senior Living Commu-
nity to provide eligible
Medicare patients in the
community with diabetes
self-management educa-
tion (DSME) classes. The
classes are offered at no
cost and will cover topics
such as medication, nu-

trition, and foot and eye
care. Each class is 1-1.5
hours long and will be
held once a week for five
weeks.

Classes are scheduled
at The Kensington Senior
Living Community, in the

Activity Room, on Tues-
days, August 15 through
September 19 from 10:00
- 11:30 a.m. If interested
in signing up, call The
Kensington Senior Living
Community at 319-372-
4233.

Asbestos, work load push project back

IOWAN- Continued from Page 1

to stop a couple of times to deal with that”

he works the demolition back into the schedule.

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

He said his company, Meller Excavating & Asphalt of
Fort Madison, can load and haul the materials, but they
aren’t certified to remove it.

“They’ve come out and inspected us a couple times
and each time they’ve found asbestos. So we have to
hire someone to come out and remove it, then we can
move on.”

But he said now the excavating jobs have increased
and the Iowan demolition will be put on hold until he
can find time to do it.

“We've just gotten a couple of pretty big jobs recently
so we’re gonna have to wait about a month and half
before we can begin working on it again,” he said.

Meller said he hasn’t seen any people roaming in the
area and hopes they stay away for safety reasons while

“If I had my way, itd be down by now. I want to get
it down and then try to sell the property but that’s just
the way these things go sometimes.”

Nathan Stueve, environmental specialist with the
DNR said there have been several inspections that have
turned up asbestos.

“One inspection had been completed and they had
done the abatement,” Stueve said. “We went out on
another one and we found more material that had
asbestos in it. They stopped doing work there at that
point, per our request, until the rest of the material is
removed.”

Stueve said DNR would probably inspect the location
again to make sure the abatement has been completed.

Bundle #1 (Variety)
$89.90

5 Ibs. Ground Chuck

5 Ibs. Pork Steaks

5 Ibs. Center Cut Pork Chops
5 Ibs. Boneless Chuck Roast
5 Ibs. Chicken Quarters
Bundle #3 (Variety)

$159.90

10 Ibs. Ground Chuck

5 Ibs.Tenderized Beef Round
Dinner Steaks

10 Ibs. Center Cut Pork Chops
10 Ibs.Whole Chickens

5 Ibs. Pork Shoulder Roasts

5 Ibs. Pork Shoulder Steaks

Bundle #5 (Pork)

$109.90

5 Ibs. Sliced Slab Bacon
5 Ibs. Center Cut Chops
5 Ibs. Pork Sausage

5 Ibs. Pork Steaks

5 Ibs. Pork Roast

5 Ibs. Country Style Ribs

Save big this Summer when you stock up on

Dave’s Famous Meat Bundles!|

Bundle #2 (Variety)
$109.90

10 Ibs. Ground Chuck

5 Ibs. Boneless Beef Chuck Steaks
10 Ibs. Pork Steaks

10 Ibs. Chicken Quarters

Bundle #4 (Specialty)

$69.90

4 — 12 oz.lowa Pork Chops

10 — 5 oz. Butterfly Chops

4 — 8 oz. Ribeye Steaks

10 — 6 oz. Breaded Pork Tenderloins
Bundle #6 (Beef)
$169.00

5 Ibs. Boneless Round Steak

5 Ibs. Ground Round

5 Ibs. Boneless Rump Roast

5 Ibs. Boneless Top Sirloin Steaks

5 Ibs. Beef Charcoal Steaks

5 Ibs. Boneless Beef Country Style Ribs
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IOWA LOTTERY

IALottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You~

7/26
719214269 331343945
Powerball: 12 Hot Ball: 1
Power Play: 2 Sizzler: 3

7/26 MID-DAY
887
7/26 EVENING
904

Pen City

iowa Current
encourages
7/26 MID-DAY
541 you to play
7/26 EVENING responsibly.

5798
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Local News/For the Record

Fort Madison man facing
felony drug charge

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The Lee County
Narcotics Task Force reports the arrest
of a Fort Madison, Iowa man on felony
and misdemeanor drug charges.

Tyrone Lee Wilson, 42, of 1610 Ave-
nue M, Fort Madison, Iowa was arrest-
ed on July 26th, 2017 at
his residence on felony
and misdemeanor drug
charges. Wilson is charged
with two counts of De-
livery of Cocaine Second
or Subsequent Offense,

a class C felony with
enhancements, Possession with intent To
Deliver Cocaine while In Possession of a
Firearm Second Or Subsequent Offense,
a class C felony with enhancements,
Possession of a Firearm by a Felon,

a class D felony, Maintaining a Drug
House, an aggravated misdemeanor, and
Possession of a Controlled Substance
(Alprazolam), a serious misdemeanor. If

WILSON

in a state correctional facility.
The arrest of Wilson stems from an

convicted, Wilson faces up to 113 years

Fareway retail setup could
begin in next two weeks

investigation by the Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force into allegations that
he was involved in the distribution of
illegal narcotics in the Lee County area.
A search warrant was served in connec-
tion to this investigation and items that
support the charges were discovered.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office,

Fort Madison Police Department, lowa
Division of Narcotics Enforcement,

Lee County Sherift’s Office, lowa State
Penitentiary K9 Unit, and the Tactical
Response Unit comprised of Keokuk and
Fort Madison Police Officers assisted the
Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this
investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent
until and unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force
is funded in part by the U.S. Department
of Justice and the funds administered
by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug
Control Policy.

FAREWAY - Continued from Page 1

“Every store does things
a little bit different but
we try to make those
openings a fun and festive
atmosphere.”

Beckwith said accord-
ing to current schedules
the management team
should be in the store in
the next 10 days or so and

then they should be able
to take a good look at the
retail operation.

“Beyond that we're just
in the development stages.
A lot of (grand opening
plans) fall into place a few
weeks before we open.
We'll have a better idea at
that point. But we're very

excited to take possession
and get it opened. We

will probably have certain
vendors that will have
special offers and some
sampling going on, but
we're going to be a very
busy place for those hours
on opening day;” he said.

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police report
07/25/17 - 11:29 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a hit-and-run in
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
07/25/17 - 1:00 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Jonathon Michael Juhl,
homeless, 29 of Fort Madison
and Nikki Necole Fowler,
homeless, 26, of Fort Madison
in the 1800 block of 35th Street
on charges of third-degree
theft. They were taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
07/25/17 - 4:57 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Lisa
Marie Johnson, 29, of Fort
Madison in the 200 block of
2nd Street, on warrants for
failure to appear on possession
of a controlled substance and
failure to appear on fifth-degree
theft. She was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
07/25/17 - 6:08 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police arrested Boyd Mi-
chael Sutton, 35, of Fort Madi-
son in the 4500 block of Avenue

O on a charge of simple
domestic abuse. He was taken
to Lee County Jail and held.
07/26/17 - 7:48 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of vandalism in the
1800 block of Avenue H.
07/25/17 - 8:11 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1800 block of Avenue H.

Lee County

Sheriff’s report
07/25/17 - 8:38 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a two-vehicle
accident at the ramp of Hwy 61
and Hwy 2. According to the
report, a vehicle driven by Julie
Diane Westfall, 59, of Donnell-
son struck the back end of a
vehicle driven by Devon Connor
Ball, 17, Donnellson. No injuries
or citations were reported.
07/25/17 - 9:40 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested John Lee Cooper,
41, of Centerville, in the Davis
County Jail on warrants for

failure to appear and driving
under suspension. He was
taken to the Lee County Jail
and released after fine paid.
07/25117 - 2:15 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Obie Taylor II, 38,
of Burlington at the Lee
County Sheriff's office on a
warrant for failure to appear
on a citation. He was taken
to Lee County Jail and held.
07/25/17 - 3:24 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Melinda Ann Pollmeier,
30, of Mt. Pleasant on a warrant
for possession of less than 5
grams of methamphetamine.
She was released on bond.
It should be noted that those
listed above are presumed
innocent until proven

guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire &
Rescue report
07/25/17 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to two
medical calls and a fire call
that was out on arrival.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

GRRWA!
Community;

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.
Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:

e Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn
your skin on contact.
¢ Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals
if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
e Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under
normal working conditions.
¢ Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when
exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

Acceptable HHW Items:

e Car Batteries

¢ Rechargeable Batteries

¢ Oil Based Paints

¢ Paint Thinners

¢ Propane Tanks

e Swimming Pool Chemicals

o Fertilizers

e Herbicides

e Insecticides

e Pesticides

¢ Household Cleaning Products
¢ Auto Cleaning Products

¢ Antifreeze ¢ Florescent Light Bulbs

e Motor Qil ¢ And More

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

WwWw.grrwa.com | facebook.com/grrwa
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Less than a month to
go and the Fort Mad-
ison Bloodhounds are
gearing up for a sea-
son under new Head
Coach Tony Shiffman.
Above, linemen work
step drills at a workout
Monday. At left, Tyler
O’Tool seals off Coach
Luke Rickelman in a
wideout blocking drill.
At right, senior Alex
Gully finds the right
gap off Coach Derek
Doherty. Below, senior
Caleb Cresswell hauls
in a pass on a distrac-
tion drill and below left
Heath Hoenig seals for
Gully in run throughs.

The Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com website
are products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. The Pen
City Current is published Sunday through Friday mornings.

Lee Vandenberg, Sales manager
319-371-4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
319-371-1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366
Fort Madison, 1A
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classic JOIN
®
carsina OUR
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ASSISTANT
Huffman Welding & Ma-
chine, Inc., located in Fort
Madison, is accepting ap-
o0 200 words | [Nimioreatee * || -and build a
p w Excellent communication, career you 1l love!
1 phOtO e 14 days analytical, time manage-
ment and organizational
FREE skills are essential. Job du-
ties include but not limited
Place our to administrative, invoicing
— and basic accounting func-
adzoz‘ul;ne tions. Competitive salary August 3rd, 2017
based on experience. Ben-
Www.pencitycurrent.com efits include PTO, medical, ipm to 3.pm
. A . dental and vision insurance, Fort Madison
and ‘;E” *T . t Public Library
pply in person a
Email vour 6224 Ave. O, Ft. Madison 1920 Avenue E
o algosme to I
ad 0 Kris Seals at
Jassified X . kseals@huffmanwelding.com
classii S| nci rrent.com
) We are currently
Call Place your ad hiring for
. full time and part

time positions
throughout the
company.
Please call
319-372-5827
or email:
Austinu@smeclrr.com
with any questions.

OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, August 2, 5pm-7pm
41 7th Street, West Point

REDUCED PRICE

» Completed in 2017
» 3 Car Garage

« 3 Full Baths

* Spacious Yard

* New Construction in West Point

* 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
» 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite

« 9 ft. Finished Basement

* New Family Friendly Neighborhood

» Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops & Upper Glass Cabinetry
* Plus New Appliance Package Included

All Green Oak Homes come with warranties and low utility bills!
Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

Advertise in a brand new way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience
Pay: : ; ift-ch i
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history
Pay:-$+1-56-per-hour-ptus-$6-36-shiftdifferential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pen City Current Digital Photos
Now Available for Purchase

Only 5% per download

Visit our photo gallery today at
www.pencitycurrent.com

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 * Advertising (319)371.4125
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Classifieds
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Fort Madison RODEO PARK REHAB

Main Street Presents: u Short-term
rehabilitation
Startinglat
Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
U Occupational, physical,
% %we and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

SinginglCompetition
Startingiat
Main Street’s Premier Summer Event

kicking off Rodeo season Country

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun! Musician
Adults: $5 Kids: $2 ¢ Food Vendors
Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST!

Big Buckle Bash 2017
brought to you by:

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial, m w
Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

MIC o
Every Monday Night zZ:000M

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Savelor
dllidllV,
veak

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent

State Farm Agent i
2623 Avenu% L FDIC-insured CD

Fort Madison, 1A 52627 0/
Bus: 319-372-5982 1 . 2 5A;’Y,
Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
there to show you rates and terms that can help

you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.

Get a 11 Month CD

Located in the Ft. Madison

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street HERE C%StatEFar Bank:

Have Questions?

Call 319-372-5471 (3 19) 371.4125

Follow us on Facebook @—— FBIC

State Farm Bank, FS.8,
1501580 Bloomington, I

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 319.470.0622

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

Fort Madison’s 2 iqi sl °

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th Advertise Elevated Gomfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”

10am-Noon ¢ Riverview Park, . ~Mark M.
Ft. Madison in a brand
FREE KIDS EVENTS new Wﬂy.
Minute to Win It Games,
FREE Football Toss, & MORE! NiSSﬂ
Cotton Candy ; 319)520.8953
& Lunch Provided! 36" INFLATABLE (319)
OBSTACLE COURSE Shawna We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Bounce House for kids under 5! Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
(3 1 9)47 0.0622 Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!
AIR EVAC Lee
HELICOPTER LANDING
Weather Permitting (3]9)37].4]25

Boulders Inn & Suites

Please call 319-372-5471 for details. /' GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE Fort Madison, Towa

Medals presented at 12pm! Fort Madison, 1A 52627
Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!
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3011 Timberlane Drive

4 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car garage

From the front yard to the back door...from the new open kitchen, living room,
dining room combo to the lounge-like bar setting in the lower level...from the
park-like setting to the cozy lower level family room, this home has it all. Offer-
ing 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, remodeled kitchen, bar room in lower level, laundry
room, and plenty of storage. There’s a workshop area in the lower level walk-out

and yet another storage area. New 200 AMP electric service, patterned concrete There are hundreds of
patio in rear (1 of 3 patios), all new landscaping, freshly painted exterior a couple great listings in the area
of years ago, 2 fireplaces (lower level has gas insert), and much more! All situated and we can show all of
on a very private lot, backing up to forest reserve then Rodeo Park, in the county, them to you.

just on the edge of Ft. Madison. Give us a call today

or click here to search
Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more. Sogi
$285,900
Rz =

\_ Listing #20165730 (319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com Hms = )
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Area News/From the Front

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

New K9 to arrive within weeks

THU 27 Jul

Partly Cloudy

Low —71.8°F | High—-79.5°F
FRI 28 Jul

Partly Cloudy

Low — 68.3° F | High - 76.6° F
SAT 29 Jul

Light Rain

Low —62.9° F | High—-73.1°F
SUN 30 Jul

Light Rain

Low — 62.5° F | High — 79.7° F

MON 31 Jul

Light Rain
Low —69.3° F | High — 81.6° F

OpenWeatherMap

Got a news tip?
CallChuck [319)371.1670

K9 - Continued from Page 1
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We said from the beginning Alex
was on a probation and he isn't
different from any other office. If

the handler wasn’t doing his job he
would be sent home, too.”

-Stacy Weber,
Lee County Sheriff

ly to bite in apprehension
and defensive postures.

“It had to be very obvi-
ous to him he had to bite.
When he finally did do
the bite it wasn't a very
good bite. A horn was
honked (in distraction)
and released and that was
it”

Mike Barnes, a K9
handler at Towa State
Penitentiary and an
advisor to the committee,
was involved in training
videos with Alex and
Deputy Wheatley.

“Last week Mike and

I took Alex up to the
softball fields,” Wheatley
said. “Mike came out
around the corner with
a bite sleeve on. Alex
should know what that
sleeve is and he should
react and he didn’t. Mike
was able to smack me
across the chest and he
still didn’t bite”
Wheatley said he’s
created a bond with the
dog, but he knew in the
back of his mind it was a
possibility that he would
have to be sent back.
“Alex has small poten-

WASHINGTON D.C. - Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack announced today the Burlington Fire Depart-
ment will receive a total of $1,002,174 to hire new
firefighters. The funding comes from the Department
of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) program and
will allow the department to hire six new firefight-
ers. Loebsack is a longtime supporter of the SAFER
program and wrote a letter to DHS in support of the
Burlington Fire Department’s grant application.

“It is essential that our local fire departments have
adequate staff to protect our homes, businesses and

Burlington FFD gets §1 million grant

communities,” Loebsack said. “I congratulate the
Burlington Fire Department on receiving this com-
petitive grant. This funding helps make certain they
have the proper staffing to continue to safely serve

the people of Burlington.”

The SAFER program is designed to strengthen
the nation’s ability to respond to fire and fire-relat-
ed hazards and improve the nation’s overall level of
preparedness by supporting the hiring of firefight-
ers and the recruitment and retention of volunteer

firefighters.

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London
Dental Care

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614 319-367-2311
Mediapolis Burlington
Dental Care Family Dentistry

319-394-3255 319-752-7993

Senior Community
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H ¢ Fort Madison * 319.372.2243

tial to learn
to be a dual
purpose
dog. It’s
possible,
but not
probable,
and to do
it would take several
months and when we
focus on that, the dope
training suffers,” Wheat-
ley said.

“He’s a great dog. This
won't be easy for me and
I've grown attached to
him but I knew in the
back of my mind this was
a possibility. But he’s a
member of this team and
he has to be able to do his
job”

Committee member
Sandy Brown asked
Wheatley what made the
company believe Alex
was capable of being a
dual-purpose dog.

Barnes said he had
slights concerns with the
dog when he first en-
countered him during a
training session.

“I was part of the video
on this and from the
first time I saw this dog
I knew there were issues
here. He was skiddish.
But I said this is a brand
new dog, he’ll go up there
for training and he’ll
come back and it'll all be
good. But there’s no way
I would put that dog out
with an officer on the
street. I just couldn’t do
it”

WEBER

Lee County Sheriff
Stacy Weber said the
company that provided
the dog is on board with
exchanging the animal
and has already identified
an animal for the ex-
change.

“I don’t want the public
to think we went out and
bought a drug-sniffing
dog because that ain't it.
If Alex can’'t do the job,
he gets treated like any
other officer that can’t cut
the mustard,” Weber said.

“We said from the
beginning Alex was on
a probation and he isn't
different from any other
officer. If the handler
wasn’t doing his job he
would be sent home, too”

Weber said the new K9
would be exchanged in
the next couple of weeks.
The new dog would be
brought back to Wheat-
ley for a one-week break
in and bonding session.
Then the new dog and
Wheatley will return to
training in Fort Dodge.

“It’s a hiccup, it’s a
bump in the road,” Weber
said.

The committee also
received an update on a
second K9 that is show-
ing great promise. The
department is hoping
to have the dog on staff
at the end of the year or
early spring. That dog is
in South Carolina and is
about 8 months old.

FULLENKAMP

Insurance Agency, Inc

Proud to provide exceptional service
and professional excellence.

N\

J

AUTO - HOME - FARM - LIFE
BUSINESS - BONDS - ANNUITIES
HEALTH - DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

Call one of our licensed agents today
for all of your insurance needs!

307 5th Street

West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 -

800-292-2208

www.fullenkampins.com
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