
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -It’s 
not uncommon, but it cer-
tainly isn’t ordinary, either.

Social media videos go 
viral when the final score 
of a game takes back seat 
to getting someone on the 
field or the court who or-
dinarily wouldn’t physical-
ly be able to participate.

In 2018, Fort Madison 
High School’s varsity foot-
ball team got Caleb Gehle 
in to carry a touchdown 
run in a loss to Washing-
ton. Gehle wore leg braces 
and wasn’t able to play for 
the Hounds but was on the 
team.

On Thursday night, the 
game again was set aside 
in the final seconds as Jon 
Lynk, a 7th grade team 
manager for the Fort Mad-
ison Middle School Little 
Hounds got his number 
(20) called with 15 seconds 
left in the fourth quarter.

With Hounds inbound-
ing and holding a com-
fortable lead, Lynk was 
able to get free in the lane, 
with the crowd and players 

from both squads cheering 
him on.

He took the inbound 
pass and dribbled to his 
right, coming back into 
the lane and threw up a 
jump shot from about 12 
feet that hit the back of the 
rim and bounced out. The 
Hounds got the rebound 
and fed Lynk again at the 
same spot and he banked it 
in as time expired.

Head Coach Ron Walker 

said he met up with Lynk 
in the school’s smaller gym 
prior to basketball season.

“He just came up and 
gave me a big hug and I 
asked him what he was 
doing,” Walker said after 
the game. “I asked him 
what he was doing during 
basketball season and if 
he might be interested in 
helping us out.”

Lynk suffers from what’s 
called 9p Minus or Dele-

tion Syndrome where part 
of the 9th chromosome is 
missing. The abnormality 
is very rare and occurs in 
only 1 in approximately 
50,000 people.

After the bucket, the 
crowd came to its feet and 
Lynk’s teammates mobbed 
on the side of the court. 
Lynk went back to work 
helping get the team gear 
off the floor.

The Hounds won 46-34.

Pen City Current
SPORTS:
Buzzer-beater rims out as HTC falls to 
Burlington Notre Dame.

See page 2
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FMMS 7th grader Jon Lynk takes an inbound pass before sinking a 
basket in the final seconds of the Hounds’ win over Fairfield Thursday. 
Lynk suffers from a chromosomal deficiency and is the team’s manag-
er.
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7th grader with genetic disorder 
makes a couple points

Mail carriers and parcel 
services are in high gear 
for the upcoming weeks 

for holiday deliveries. Cur-
tis Little, left, and Nancy 
Fowler, carriers with the 

Fort Madison Post Office, 
load up their trucks on 

Thursday morning.

That time of year

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Here comes the 
fourth year of PCC
They say when you climb a ladder quickly, about 

half the time you’re dangling in the air and moving on 
momentum.

We just passed our third full year here at the Pen 
City Current and are flying into the fourth year. I’m 
not sure about climbing any sort of a proverbial ladder 
quickly, but we’re certainly flying most of the time.

During the holidays, typically it’s slower moving 
news because everyone’s gearing up for family time 
and well, people typically are getting ready to party.

Each time we’ve rolled over a year, I’ve tried to take 
the opportunity to do a few special things. First and 
foremost to thank the people of Fort Madison and the 
surrounding north Lee County communities for their 
support during the year.

Our advertisers are one of a kind people, who not 
only advertise because they feel we have a dynamic 
and up-to-date local news outlet, but also because they 
see value in the product. We have a unique offering 
that has open-ended exposure based on how compel-
ling the news is and how good we are at writing it.

We’ve moved to more than 7,600 Facebook followers 
and have had 3.2 million views on our website. Again, 
those are up and down depending on the dynamics 
of the news day. This week was heavy, and one day we 
had more than 33,000 people check in. That’s a lot of 
impressions due to very unique and tragic news.

But most people see what we see. Gathering news 
isn’t a free enterprise. And even though we don’t 
charge for subscriptions to our product, we have many 
people who pay us monthly for the product because 
they, too, see that value. We thank you, too! Without 
our advertisers and our subscribers we can’t continue 
to climb the ladder.

It’s our sincere hope that our momentum contin-
ues in the next decade. We had some personnel and 
product changes in 2019, but we think now we’re 
positioned to bring you more of the news, sports, and 
information you need – when and where you need it.

No… we don’t get to everything. I had a guy stop me 
See THE POINT, page 5
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Make ChristmasMake Christmas

MerrierMerrier
with customized 
gift baskets from
with customized 
gift baskets from

(319) 837-6126
327 5th St. • West Point

M-Sa 7:30am-6pm

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

12/12/19 – 9:39 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Kimmi Jo Nel-
son, 21, of Fort Madison 
in the 600 block of Ave-
nue G, on a charges of 
violation of a no contact 
order, 1st-degree harass-
ment, and 2nd-degree 
criminal mischief.
12/12/19 – 2:15 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 1000 
block of Avenue H.
12/12/19 – 7:51 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police ar-
rested Katie Ann Bennett, 
19, of Fort Madison, in the 
2700 block of Avenue N, 
on a warran for failure to 
appear. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail.
12/12/19 – 9:26 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Brandon Lee 
Hayes, 28, of Fort Madi-
son in the 2600 block of 
Avenue L, on a warrant 
for failure to appear, and 
charges of possession 
of a controlled sub-
stance and possession 

of drug paraphernalia. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
12/12/19 – 9:41 p.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
arrested Adam James 
Huss, 31, of Fort Madison, 
in the 400 block of 15th 
Street, on four separate 
warrants for failure to ap-
pear. He was taken to the 
Lee county Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

12/12/19 – 9:56 a.m. – 
Darrin Michael Fitzgerald, 
18, of Keokuk, in the 
700 block of Avenue F 
on warrants for 1st-de-
gree harasment and 
assault with a weapon. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released 
on pre-trial release.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

12/12/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls, one 
assist, and one stand by.

Nikes eek out win over HTC boys

BY JOHN 
BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – 
The play went exactly how 
it was designed.

The shot didn’t coop-
erate.

See the last seconds 
here: https://youtu.be/
jK7GBVkTgjA

Quentin Schneider’s 
layup as the buzzer 
sounded rolled around 
the rim, and off, and Holy 
Trinity’s boys basketball 
team fell, 46-45, to Notre 
Dame in Friday’s Home-
coming game at Shotten-
kirk Gym.

“It was what we want-
ed,” Holy Trinity coach 
John Hellige said of the 
final play. “Other times, 
that shot goes in. He had 
a great look, made a great 
shot, it just didn’t fall.”

The miss ended a back-
and-forth game in which 
each team had its oppor-
tunities to take control 
before the other fought 
back.

Notre Dame led 46-45 

after Holy Trinity’s Jason 
Thurman made one of 
two free throws. With a 
chance to build the lead 
from the free-throw line, 
Notre Dame’s Matthew 
Johnson missed the front 
end of a one-and-bonus. 
But the Crusaders turned 

the ball over near mid-
court.

On the ensuing in-
bounds play, with 17 
seconds left, Holy Trinity 
got the ball back after 
forcing a 5-second call. 
The Crusaders took some 
of the final seconds off 

the clock, but a trap near 
midcourt forced another 
Holy Trinity timeout.

That’s when Hellige 
drew up the final play. 
Schneider, who led the 
Crusaders with 14 points, 

Fort Madison’s Chandler Rung (on floor) and Notre Dame’s Sam Brueck 
get after a loose ball in the last minute of the Crusaders’ 46-45 loss at 
home on Homecoming at Holy Trinity High School. HTC head coach 
John Hellige looks on from the Crusaders’ bench.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Schneider’s baseline layup rolls off rim at buzzer

See HTC, page 4

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://youtu.be/jK7GBVkTgjA
https://youtu.be/jK7GBVkTgjA
http://www.tkef.org


Vernon E. Peck, 81, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 4:41 p.m. on 
Friday, December 13, 2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.  He was 
born on March 28, 1938 in Keokuk, IA to Raymond & Eva Pruett Peck.  He 
married Jeanette E. Prasch on October 27, 1956 in Fort Madison, IA.  

He was an entrepreneur and owned a heating & cooling 
business and a locksmith business in Fort Madison for many 
years and was the co-owner of the Cottage Café for 30 years.  
He served in the U.S. Air Force for 5 years and was a member 
of Holy Family Parish.  He was a collector of numerous types of 
antiques, including airplanes & antique cars.

 Vern is survived by: his wife: Jeanette Peck of Fort Madison, 
IA; 2-daughters: Karen McAlister of Fort Madison, IA & Sue 

(Ronnie) Rea of Fort Madison, IA; 1-son: Danny (Paula) Peck of Fort Madi-
son, IA; 5-grandchildren; 10-great grandchildren; 1-great 
great granddaughter; 1-step brother & 1-step sister.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents, 2-brothers & 1-sis-
ter.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 
17, 2019 with the family to receive friends from 4:30 to 
6:00 p.m. at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  A funeral service will 
be held at 6:00 p.m. immediately following the visitation.  A private family 
burial will be held at Sacred Heart Cemetery.  A memorial has been estab-
lished for Holy Family Parish or West Hancock County K9 Rescue.  Online 
condolences and a video tribute of Vern’s life may be viewed at the King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 15 Dec

Snow
27.4º F | Low – 24.4º F

MON 16 Dec

Light Snow
High– 27.1º F | Low – 21.6º F

TUE 17 Dec

Clear Skies
High– 30.2º F | Low – 23.2º F

WED 18 Dec

Clear Skies
High– 27.8º F | Low – 25.7º F

THU 19 Dec

Moderate Clouds
High– 40.5º F | Low – 34.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

OBITUARIES

VERNON E.PECK

STEFFEN

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

OBITUARIES

JAMES F.STEVENSON
James F. Stevenson, 83 years, of Quincy, Illinois died December 13, 2019 

at the Sunset Home, Quincy, Illinois.  He was born January 29, 1936 at 
his family farm in Hancock County, Illinois, a son of Frank and Cecilia 
(Schmitz) Stevenson.  He was the fifth child of seven children and raised on 
the family farm near Adrian, Illinois.  Jim lived the last twenty years of his 
life in Quincy, Illinois.

He graduated from Colusa High School in 1953.  He graduated from 
Western Illinois University in June of 1963 with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Accounting and Business Finance.   He was drafted in 1958 serving in 
the United States Army from September of 1958 to September of 1964.  

Jim worked for the State of Illinois in the Revenue Department and the 
Driver’s License Department and as an accountant for Sheller-Globe Cor-
poration, Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, Ernst and Ernst, In-
ternational C.P.A. Firm.  He worked in Electronic Data 
Processing while in service.  

He enjoyed reading the paper daily and listening to his 
favorite radio stations.  He loved coffee and visiting with 
friends.

Jim is survived by his two brothers: Albert Stevenson, 
of Fort Madison, Iowa and Richard (wife Nancy) Stevenson, of Fort Myers, 
Florida; one sister, Sara (Richard) Foster, of Savoy, Illinois and many nieces 
and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister, Betty 
Ward and two brothers, Robert and Donald Stevenson.

A private family burial will be at the Thornber Cemetery, Powellton, 
Illinois with a family gathering at a later date.  A memorial has been estab-
lished for the Thornber Cemetery, contributions may be made at the Barr 
Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to 
serve James’ Family and an online guest book may be found at www.bar-
rmemorialchapel.com. 

http://www.kinglynk.com
https://tickets.thepzazz.com/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

 12/13 MID-DAY
9 7 7

12/13 EVENING
6 0 6

  12/13 MID-DAY
5 1 2 2

 12/13 EVENING
6 5 2 8

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

12/13
17 21 29 39 56
Mega Ball: 22
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

drove the left baseline and let the shot go right before the buzzer sounded. The layup 
looked perfect, but at the last second rolled off. Schneider slapped the court in frus-
tration as the Nikes celebrated.

“This is a special bunch,” Hellige said. “They listen to everything that’s said in the 
huddle during timeouts, and then they go out an execute it. I can’t ask much more of 
them. This team is taking steps forward every day, and we’re learning on the fly.”

Schneider led the Crusaders with 14 points. Vasin Thurman added 10 points.
Holy Trinity trailed, 24-18, at halftime, then outscored Notre Dame 17-9 in the 

third quarter to set up a wild fourth quarter in which each team led by no more than 
three points.

“We learned a lot tonight,” Hellige said. “We’ll get better.”
The Crusaders go on the road Tuesday with a girls/boys doubleheader at Van 

Buren.

HTC - Continued from Page 2

14th-ranked Notre Dame runs by HTC girls

BY JOHN 
BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – 
Claire Pothitakis drove 
to the basket for a layup 
early in the third quarter 
of Holy Trinity’s Home-
coming game against 
Notre Dame on Friday.

At that moment, the 
game was tied.

Four minutes later, the 
Class 1A 14th-ranked Ni-
kes had grabbed control 
of the game.

The Crusaders’ 49-30 
loss to Notre Dame was de-

cided by a 25-2 run by the 
Nikes in the second half.

Holy Trinity coach Tony 
Johnson liked the position 
his team was in with that 
23-23 tie with 6:42 to go.

“I think we got discour-
aged,” Johnson said. “We 
missed some easy shots, 
and we got discouraged 
by that. They made shots, 
and we didn’t.”

The Crusaders (3-2) 
trailed by five points at 
halftime and seven points 
to start the third quarter, 
then went on a 7-0 run, 
capped by the Pothitakis 
layup.

Then the Nikes took 
over. Madelyn Stutsman 
hit a 3-pointer, then 
Gabby Deery and Reagan 
Engberg had back-to-back 
layups. After Holy Trini-
ty’s Avery Hopper scored 
inside, Notre Dame 
scored the final eight 
points of the quarter.

“When they were 
making shots, we might 
have panicked a little bit,” 
Johnson said. “But I told 
the girls after the game, 
what we didn’t do right 
can be corrected. And we 
have a lot of time to do 
that. It was not an ‘effort’ 
problem tonight. We 
fought hard.”

Hopper led Holy Trinity 
with 17 points, the only 
Crusader who scored in 
double figures.

Taylor Ackerman and 
Katy Stephens each had 
13 points for Notre Dame. 
Rylie Todd added nine.

“We’re working four 
new starters in, so it’s 
going to take a little time,” 
Johnson said. “Like I said, 
the mistakes we made can 
be corrected.”

Holy Trinity will take 
on it’s second ranked 
team in less than a week 
when they hit the road on 
Tuesday for matchup with 
2A No. 4 Van Buren in 
girls/boys varsity double-
header.

Junior Bailey Hellweg brings the ball up the floor during the Crusaders’ 
49-30 loss to 14th-ranked Burlington Notre Dame on Friday. HTC was 
tied at 23 with less than seven minutes remaining in the contest.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Crusaders hold on into 3rd 
quarter before Nikes pull away

Junior Claire 
Pothitakis gets 
a shot blocked 

by Notre 
Dame’s Hope 

Ward in the 
first quarter of 

Friday’s loss at 
home.

Photo by 
Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Wild fourth quarter ends in 
loss for HTC boys

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!

in the street while I was at a police incident Thurs-
day morning and say, “Man, you get to everything 
don’tcha?”.

“We try,” I replied. But we do miss things with a 
news staff of one and what’s even greater about the 
people that support our product is they’re there to 
help fill in the cracks with submissions and photos. 
We thank you, too! It’s that partnership that makes 
this enterprise work.

We’re looking at different ideas and how to take 
what we’ve built and create even more synergies with-
in our coverage area. We’re open to new ideas from 
you. I think you all have my phone number. You cer-
tainly have my email. Send me any thoughts you have. 
What would you like to see more of in a community 
news outlet?

It is our goal, and has been, to add writing staff this 
year. We don’t know what that looks like yet, but we 
would currently be interested in talking to those who 
have some background in writing and have some ex-
perience with government, education, sports, photog-
raphy, etc.

You can’t be afraid to ask questions and conduct 
interviews, but at the end of the day we’re just writing 
stories about the people of these communities. It’s 
their story, we’re just putting it down on “e” paper.

So give me a call, shoot me an email, text, video….
whatever. We’re gonna be here listening to scanners, 
working sources and meetings, and covering sports. 
It’s what we do.

And speaking of what we do, I was at the Holy Trin-
ity boys basketball game Friday night. The Crusaders 
lost by one to Burlington Notre Dame as Quentin 
Schneider missed a driving layup from the left base-
line and fell to the court as time expired.

This kid slapped the floor, jumped up and shook 
hands with the Nikes, and then ran over to a young 
boy on the first bleacher in the home stands who 
had a sign that read “Quentin Schneider’s No. 1 Fan”. 
Schneider stood with the boy for some time taking 
pictures.

Friday night I loved my job even more. And that IS 
the point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of Pen City 
Current. He can be reached at editor@pencitycurrent.
com.

THE POINT - Continued from Page 1

It’s your story, we’re 
just telling it

LEE COUNTY – The following is a list of current 
events and happenings in Fort Madison and north Lee 
County as submitted to the Pen City Current. These 
listings are updated throughout the week and run in our 
E-edition regularly.

The Enchanted Forest
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce is hosting 

the Enchanted Forest again this year in the Old Lee 
County Bank Building at 803 Avenue G. Businesses have 
sponsored Christmas trees that will be on display each 
Saturday before Christmas from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Santa’s Shop
The Santa’s Shop at St. Paul Lutheran Church on 20th 

Street and Avenue I, will be open the general public on 
Monday and Tuesday Dec. 16th and 17th from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. for last-minute Christmas shopping. All proceeds 
go to the PAW Animal Shelter.

Tree of Love Gatherings
Lee County Health Department is once again hosting 

a series of gatherings to help and support those deal-
ing with the loss of a loved one over the holidays. Each 
Event is Wednesdays during the month of December 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at #3 John Bennett Drive in Fort Madi-
son. Call 372-5225 for more information.

Partners Annual Dinner
The Fort Madison Annual Dinner is set for Feb. 21, 

2020.

Fish Fry Benefit
The Fort Madison Elks Club will be hosting a Fish Fry 

as a fundraiser to benefit Kirby and Theresa Marsden 
and their employees on Sunday, Dec. 15 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Fish will be from the Quality Fisheries in Niota 
that burned Dec. 3. A 50/50 raffle and bake sale will also 
be held. Dine in or Take Out. Call 372-3724 for take out.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public Library is holding 

a weekly book sales from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. on Thursdays 
at the Public Library.

Kensington events
Caregivers Connection is held the 4th Tuesday of 

every month at noon. Call 319-372-4233 to reserve your 
seat.

FM Day at Carver Hawkeye
It will be Fort Madison Day at Carver Hawkeye Arena 

on Dec. 29 at 3 p.m. Tickets for the game include a 
t-shirt for $15 for adults and $10 for children. A bus 
ticket for a Trailways ride to the game is $5. Tickets can 
be purchased through Dec. 11 at the Partners office.

Ornament workshop
The Fort Madison Public Library is hosting a Christ-

mas Ornament Workshop on Dec. 24 from 9:30 to noon 
at the library with a visit from Santa Claus.

 CURRENT-LEE

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Agenda

DATE: TUESDAY, 
December 17, 2019

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Approve Tuesday, Decem-

ber 10, 2019 Board Minutes 
Consider Approval of 

Claims 
Public Input 
Consider Appointment to 

Board of Health 
Consider Appointment to 

Conservation Board 
Consider Appointment to 

Library Board 
Consider Approval to 

Replace Part-time Court 
Security Officer Consider 
Approval of Tax Abatement 
Resolutions (4) 

Personnel Actions: 
A.Step Increase-Auditor’s 

Office
Reports:
A. Sheriffs Monthly 

Report
B. Treasurer’s Report of 

Fees Collected (2)
Commission or Commit-

tee Reports
Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing assis-
tance available upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

 
County Website:

www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING

December 16, 2019

the classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES

6:00 P.M.
Finance:  Wondra/Ross

REVISED AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum

II. Recognition of 
guests  

III. Reading of Foundation 
documents

IV. Monthly communica-
tions

A. Student Rep Report – 
Taegan Hamilton & Allie 
Miller

B. Curriculum Corner -  
Perkins Update - Greg Smith

C. “Did You Know?”
D. Superintendent Goal 

Report
● National School Safety 

Conference - Patrick Lamb, 
Chris Schelich, Adrian 
McKay

● Indicators of Progress
● Collective Commit-

ments
E. District Presentations
● ESTES Facility Assess-

ment Report
● Facility Committee 

recommendation
V. Approve the agenda
VI. Consent Agenda
A. Minutes
1. November 18, 2019 

Regular Meeting
2. December 2, 2019 

Work Session
B. Financial reports
1. November Balance 

Sheet
2. November Revenue 

Summary
3. Expenditure Report
4. Student Activity Report
C. Accounts payable
1. November General 

Account Board Bills for 
Approval AMEX

2. December General 
Account Board Bills for 
Approval

3. Student Activity 
Account Board Bills for 
Approval   AMEX

4. Nutrition Account 
Board Bills for Approval   
AMEX

D. Consider personnel 
resignations

1. Jennifer Gracey, associ-
ate at Richardson

2. Andy McWhortor, bus 
driver

3. Dawn Eid, associate at 
the middle school

4. Angela Stein, associate 

at Richardson
5. Lynne Lange, admin-

istrative assistant to the 
associate principal at the 
high school and student 
government sponsor

E. Consider employment 
of personnel

1. Emily Bruxvoort, asso-
ciate at Lincoln

2. Sydney Simons, associ-
ate at Lincoln

3. Amy Gruntmeir, 
administrative assistant to 
the associate principal at the 
high school 

4. Tim Harmon, associate 
at Richardson

5. Melissa Pollpeter, asso-
ciate at Richardson

6. James Boyle, food 
service delivery driver

7. Karen Jones, student 
government sponsor

F. Consider contract modi-
fications   

1. Judy Hand, transfer in 
assignment with increase in 
hours and add technology 
stipend

G. Consider leave of 
absence

H. Consider open enroll-
ment requests

I. Other reports
1. Activity and athletic 

fundraisers
Director  

moved and director 
 seconded the doc-
uments submitted in the con-
sent section of the agenda 
be approved and/or filed as 
submitted.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services – Kim 
Harmon

1.  Approve District 
Developed Service Delivery 
Plan Committee members 

B. Superintendent – Erin 
Slater

1.  Consider approval of 
SBRC Modified Allowable 
Growth Application

2.  Consider approval 
of the sharing agreement 
between FMCSD and Holy 
Trinity for Girls Tennis for 
the 2019-2020 school year 

3.  Consider approval 
of travel for a group of 
four to attend the national 
symposium for Strategic 
CSforALL Resource and 
Implementation Planning in 
Denton, TX on January 14 
and 15.

4. Consider approval of 
travel for the high school 
music department to go to 
Disney in Orlando, Florida 
on April 6-11, 2021

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager – Sandy 
Elmore

1. Approve Depository 
Resolution

2. Approve DLR Contract 
for High School HVAC

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services – Kim 
Harmon

1.
B. Superintendent – Erin 

Slater
1. Consider policy chang-

es
200.4 - Shared Deci-

sion-Making: Position State-
ment ours only, no changes

206.5 - Board-Superinten-
dent Relationship  ours only, 
no changes

207 - Board of Directors’ 
Legal Counsel same as 
IASB, no changes

208 - Board Committees  
same as IASB, no changes

208-R - Committees to the 
Board  ours only, no changes

208.1-E-1 - Ad Hoc Com-
mittees  same as IASB, no 
changes

208.1-R - School Im-
provement Advisory 
Committee  ours only, no 
changes

501.6 - Student Trans-
fers-In  information only 

501.6b - Admission of 
Exchange Students  recom-
mend to delete 

505.5 - Graduation 
Requirements  adopt IASB 
model with changes

505.5-R - Graduation Re-
quirements  adopt regulation

2. Certified Employee 
Attendance

3. Board Member Atten-
dance

4. Schedule board instruc-
tional tour

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager – Sandy 
Elmore

1. 
D. Board discussion about 

the IASB Convention
IX. Comments from the 

audience
X. Legislative update 
XI. Announcements
January 6, 2020  6:00 

PM - Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

January 20, 2020  6:00 
PM - Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Central Office

XII. AdjournSubscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Give the Gift of Great Service
Gift Card Sale

Sale ends 12.23.19

$25 for $20
$50 for $40
$75 for $60

$100 for $80

$25 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order S250 or More

$50 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot 
combine with any other offers. One 

time use. Valid for a limited time only.

$10 OFF
Oil Change

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

Battery Check, Suspension Check,
All Fluids Level Check,

Radiator & Coolant Check,
Tire Check, and Lights Check.

PLUS Road Test

For faster service, please call ahead
for an appointment. Cannot combine 
offers. Valid for a limited time only.

$99.95
ALIGNMENT

SPECIAL
Includes:

Computerized Alignement,
Brake Inspection,
and Tire Rotation

Valid on most vehicles. Excludes 
parts. Cannot combine offers. Valid 

for a limited time only.

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm
www.griffinmuffler.com

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

Experience the
Difference

http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.staycobblestone.com/ia/fortmadison
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Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Martha Hawes, Digital Media Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Lee County’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

 Skip the winter blues with a  
Winter Stay at The Kensington!

 Move in for a Winter Stay before  
December 31 and get your 4th month free!

 Winter Stay rooms have limited availability.  

Call Victoria to book today!
Interested? Call Victoria at 319.371.9136

vmatlock@kensington-evergreen.com

Winter doesn’t  
last   forever

Senior Living & Memory Care

EX
TE

NDED
 TH

ROUGH  

DEC
EM

BER
 31

!

5.1667x4_FTMD_WinterStayDec31.indd   15.1667x4_FTMD_WinterStayDec31.indd   1 12/2/19   1:24 PM12/2/19   1:24 PM

Lady Hounds’ rally falls short in loss to Fairfield
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Last 
year the Fort Madison girls 
basketball team lost to 
Fairfield by a combined 65 
points in conference play. 
In the second quarter Fri-
day, it looked like a similar 
story was playing out.

But despite being down 
25 points with about 4 
minutes to go in the 3rd 
period, Fort Madison made 
a game of it before falling 
49-40 in Southeast Confer-
ence action.

The Hounds went into a 
cold slump from the field 
and at one point were 2 of 
18 from the field in the sec-
ond and third periods and 
trailed 41-16.

A basket by junior Bran-
dy Walker fell after she got 
bumped by Fairfield soph-
omore Hannah Simpson 
in the lane, and seemed to 
send a spark Head Coach 
Tony Sargent’s crew.

After a couple defensive 

stops on both ends of the 
court, freshman Camille 
Kruse scored slashing her 
way through the Lady 
Trojans matchup zone for a 
bucket to cut the lead to 19 
at the end of the third.

Then Sargent started to 
change things up a bit.

“We had to go into a 
man defense and we hadn’t 
played man much,” Sargent 
said.

“I thought the girls did 
a decent job of it, and I 
thought it caused Fairfield 
to play a little quicker and 
caused some turnovers 
there.”

The move worked as 
Fairfield couldn’t really get 
set in the halfcourt and 
didn’t get good looks at 
the basket. Fort Madison 
turned up the heat in the 
lane as well holding Fair-
field to only one offensive 
rebound in the fourth 
quarter.

Senior Anna Kester got 
things going in that quarter 
with a 3-ball from the left 
wing and Walker would 

follow up with another 
tough basket inside on the 
next trip down.

The man defense held up 
as Fairfield failed to score 
a point until Fort Madison 
had closed the gap to eight 
at 35-43. Senior Destiny 
Gridley scored from right 
side of the lane to end the 
drought and put the Trojan 
back up by 10.

Walker would score 
again inside with 1:55 left 
to cut it back to eight and 
force a full time out by 
Fairfield. Out of the break, 
Fairfield would stretch 
the offense and force Fort 
Madison to foul. The Tro-
jans were able to keep the 
ball in the hands of Sara 
Drish, who would hit four 
of six free throws in the fi-
nal minute to seal the win.

“We’re right there,” Sar-
gent said. “In the last two 
losses we shot 22% against 
Mt. Pleasant and 28% 
tonight, and you’re not 
going to win many games, 
no matter who you play, 
shooting like that.”

The Hounds are now 
2-3 on the year, but have 
lost their last two games 
by a combined 14 points 
shooting about 25% from 
the field.

Sargent said he was 
proud of the way the girls 
didn’t give up in the fourth 
quarter, but said the shoot-
ing has to come around.

“We got back within sev-
en and you gotta be proud 
of those kids. They didn’t 

give up – they were on the 
floor, hustling,” he said.

“If you look at the game 
we missed so many easy 
baskets. We work 45 min-
utes to an hour every night 
on shooting. It’s gonna 
turn around. Last year you 
get beat by this team by 
40 and 25 and now their 
coach says, ‘you guys play 
hard’.

“As a coach, that’s the 
best compliment you can 

get – your kids play hard.”
Walker led the Hounds 

with 12 points, Kester 
and Sara Bernhart each 
had nine, while Nadia 
Boeding and Kruse each 
chipped in with five. 
Kruse and Bernhart 
combined for 14 boards 
to lead Fort Madison in 
rebounding.

Fort Madison travels to 
Danville on Monday for a 
non-conference matchup.

Fort Madison freshman Camille Kruse pulls up for a jump shot from the 
right side of the free throw line in the fourth quarter of the Lady Hounds’ 
49-40 loss to Fairfield Friday in Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.fmchosp.com
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