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FORT MADISON - 
Get your game on this 
weekend at RiverFest 
2017.

RiverFest 2017 is chalk 
full of events for the com-
petitive and skill-mind-
ed, kicking off with the 
recently added World 
Series of Beer Pong tour-
nament on Thursday.

Beer Pong
Thursday afternoon 

opens competition with 
open and tournament 
play for a chance to 
win entry into the Las 
Vegas World Series of 
Beer Pong. The winning 
two-person team for 
the tournament, which 
is slated for 4 p.m. to 
midnight, will be able to 
compete for $60,000 in 
the WSOBP-13.

Saturday kicks off a full 
day of competition start-
ing with the RiverFest 
5K along the Mississippi 
River. Registration for 
all events is still available 
online at www.riverfest-
fm.com. The 5K begins 
with an onsite registra-
tion between 6:45 and 

7:30 a.m. Pre-registered 
participants can pick up 
packets on Friday from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
festival. Entry fee for the 
run is $35.

Following the 5K are 
the RiverFest Games 
which begin at 9 a.m. 
through completion of 
the final events.

Sand Volleyball
A sand volleyball 

tournament begins at 9 
a.m. with co-ed teams of 
6. Entry fee is $50 and 
anyone under 18 years of 
age must have a parent 
permission form. The 
tournament is a double 
elimination event lim-
ited to 24  teams with 
each match best of three. 
There is a 100% cash 
payback to the top three 
positions in the tourna-
ment.

Bags
A bags or “cornhole” 

tournament will begin 
at 9:30 p.m. on Saturday 
with a final registration 
from 9 to 9:30. Teams 
will be limited to 64 and 
play will be the best of 
three. Entry fee for each 
team of two is $30. The 

double elimination tour-
nament will also have a 
100% payback to the top 
three teams. The event 
is recreational play so all 
abilities are welcome to 
compete.

KANJAM
After the bags tourna-

ment is underway, a new 
entry this year will be 
Kanjam, which is played 
with discs thrown with 
two slotted barrels on 

each end of the playing 
area. One player throws 
the disc at the barrel and 
the teammate has one 
shot to hit the disc into 
one of the slots for varied 
points. Registration 
starts at 9:30 a.m. with 
play starting at 10 a.m. 
The tournament will be 
limited to 64 teams and 
will be a double elimina-
tion with matches based 
on the number of teams, 

best 3, 5 or 7 to be deter-
mined on Saturday.

All participants are 
encouraged to register 
online before Saturday 
to increase the speed of 
Saturday registrations. 
Coolers are welcome at 
RiverFest Games but al-
cohol is not allowed to be 
brought onto the proper-
ty due to permitting.

Pickleball

Games on Saturday at RiverFest 2017

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Community 
Hospital is looking for a new CEO starting today.

FMCH Community Relations Director Angie Budnik 
confirmed the resignation Tuesday afternoon.

“He is no longer at FMCH. The board officially ac-
cepted his resignation last night,” Budnik said.

She said FMCH CFO Jeremy Alexander will fill 

in temporarily while Quorum Health 
Resources out of Brentwood, Tennessee 
finds an interim CEO while a new search 
begins for Bira.

Bira was hired in March of 2016 as 
President and CEO following Jim Platt 
who left the hospital’s CEO post in 2015. 
Bira came to Fort Madison after holding 

leadership positions at hospitals in the St. Louis area.
According to a release this morning, FMCH Board of 

Directors Chair Bob Bonta said the hospital benefitted 

from Bira’s term.
“While Pat has only been with Fort Madison Com-

munity Hospital for a short time, FMCH benefitted 
from his over thirty years of experience. We thank him 
for his dedication to our organization and appreciation 
of the culture of quality that persists here,” Bonta said.

David Yackell, vice president of Quorum Health Re-
sources said “Quorum will place an interim President/
CEO at FMCH in the next few weeks, then work with 
the FMCH Board of Trustees to conduct a national 
search for a permanent replacement for this position.”

Bira resigns as head of FMCH

BIRA

Members of the FMHS football team help put up fencing on Tuesday 
evening in Riverview Park as part of the RiverFest 2017. The event 
kicks off on Thursday evening with carnival rides and Captain Geech 
and the Shrimp Shack Shooters.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEVER - The Iowa 
Fertilizer Company has 
requested an immediate 
closure to the Hwy 61 
and 180th Street cross-
over.

In a letter dated July 
24, Darrell Allman, the 
managing director at IFC, 
asked the Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation 
that, due to traffic safety 
concerns, IFC believes 
the median crossover at 
Highway 61 and 180th 
street should be closed 
immediately and without 
any further delay.

Allman outlined in the 
letter that IFC would be 
willing to spend up to 
$50,000 to do a study on 

IFC wants
immediate 
closure of 
crossover

See RIVERFEST, page 6 See IFC, page 6

Company 
offers $50K 
for study
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 The RIU Palace Tropical Bay Hotel is located on 
Negril’s 7 Mile Beach, one of Jamaica’s most stunning! The 
amenities available at the RIU Palace Tropical Bay Hotel are 
countless, and they’ll make your stay unforgettable.  Overlooking 
Bloody Bay on the Caribbean coast, this all-inclusive resort 
with Victorian-style details is right on the water. The Seven Mile 
Beach is known for its white sands, and very calm and crystal 
clear waters. 
 You’re guaranteed to have fun at this Jamaican 
beach resort! You can enjoy one of the many swimming pools 
or take advantage of the direct beach access. RIU also offers 
a recreation program where you can enjoy all types of activities 
and live shows day or night, as well as the Renova Spa located 
within the resort. 
 The Resort has been designed to give you the best 
quality and variety of food options. You’ll get to taste the finest 
international, Japanese, and Italian cuisine, or try the best 
Jamaican barbecue beside the beach! This all-inclusive resort 
also has four bars located in different zones so that you can 
enjoy refreshments any time of day (or night!). 
 Jamaica is a unique country where you are sure to 
have unforgettable experiences. There will be plenty to do off the 
resort as well -- all within walking distance, including Booby Cay, 
Kool Runnings Water Park, Times Square Mall, Throne Room and 
the Negril Hills Golf Club. 

RIU TROPICAL BAY NEGRIL
All-Inclusive Resort February 16-24, 2018

TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation // On-board Friendly Host
• Pre-night hotel stay at Drury Inn, St. Louis with Kickback Reception
• Round-trip, non-stop flight from St. Louis, MO to Montego Bay
• 8 days, 7 nights at the RIU Tropical Bay Negril
• ALL food, beverages, alcohol, and gratuities are included while at the resort

SINGLE $3300 PP / DOUBLE $2625 PP
$50 CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
DISCOUNT IS AVAILABLE $500 DEPOSIT / PIF 10-20-17

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
www.trailwaystravel.com
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK – The Lee 

County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest of 
a Keokuk, Iowa man on 
felony and misdemeanor 
drug charges.

Tyrell Devon Smith, 
23, of 307 Morgan Street, 
Keokuk, Iowa was arrest-
ed on July 29th, 2017 in 
the 500 block of Con-
cert Street in Keokuk on 
felony and misdemeanor 
drug charges. Smith is 
charged with Possession 
of a Controlled Substance 
(amphetamine/dextroam-
phetamine) With Intent to 
Deliver While In Posses-
sion of a Firearm, a class 

C felony 
with an en-
hancement, 
Possession 
with Intent 
to Deliver 
Metham-
phetamine 

Less than Five Grams 
While in Possession of A 
Firearm, a class C felony 
with an enhancement, 
Possession with intent to 
Deliver Cocaine While in 
Possession of a Firearm, 
a class C felony with an 
enhancement, Carrying 
Weapons, an aggravat-
ed misdemeanor, and 
Possession of a Schedule 
IV Drug (Alprazolam) 
with intent to Deliver, an 
aggravated misdemeanor. 
If convicted, Smith faces 
up to 49 years in a state 

correctional facility.
The arrest of Smith 

stems from a traffic stop 
conducted by a Keokuk 
Police Officer. During 
the traffic stop, items that 
support the charges were 
discovered. The investiga-
tion is ongoing.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office and the Ke-
okuk Police Department 
assisted the Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force in 
this investigation.

The defendant is pre-
sumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcot-
ics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the 
funds administered by the 
Iowa Governor’s Office of 
Drug Control Policy.

SMITH

Keokuk man faces felony drug, 
firearms charges

Smith caught 
on traffic stop

City officials said at Tuesday’s City Council meeting that 15th Street 
is now open for traffic. Apparently some barriers were moved by peo-
ple not affiliated with the project and City Public Works Director Larry 
Driscoll said, contractors had to put barriers back up to finish seeding, 
which was outside the scope of the contract. 

Open for traffic 
Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tour/RIU-Tropical-Bay-Negril-2017
http://www.riverfestfm.com
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Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

07/28/17 - 9:39 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1100 block of Denmark Hilltop.
07/28/17 - 3:24 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1200 block of Avenue H.
07/28/17 - 11:52 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1200 block of 40th Street.
07/29/17 - 6:56 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1500 block of Avenue H.
07/29/17 - 10:33 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Kindra 
Ford, 33, no address provided, 
in the 500 block of Avenue H 
on a warrant for 5th degree 
theft. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
07/29/17 - 2:36 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
600 block of Avenue H.
07/29/17 - 2:50 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 1300 block of Avenue F.
07/30/17 - 12:26 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Donald 
Ray Wall, Jr., 46, homeless, in 
the 3400 block of Avenue H, on 
a charge of felony possession 
of stolen property. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail and held.
07/30/17 - 8:13 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of stolen vehicle in 
the 800 block of Avenue E.
07/31/17 - 5:50 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Stephen Winn, 39 of Montrose 
in the 3100 block of Avenue K 
on two warrants for probation 
violation. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
07/31/17 - 8:47 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1400 block of Avenue H.

07/31/17 - 12:07 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Luke 
Austin Hummel, 39, of Fort 
Madison in the 1500 block of 
Avenue M, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
07/31/17 - 12:30 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 400 block of Avenue G.
07/31/17 - 2:15 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of burglary in the 
1900 block of Avenue O.
07/31/17 - 6:19 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of stolen bicycle in 
the 500 block of Avenue E.
07/31/17 - 8:24 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison police cited Angelic Lathae 
Nelson, 25 of Fort Madison, 
in the 2900 block of Avenue 
N on a charge of driving while 
suspended. She was released.
08/01/17 -  5:24 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Cody 
Lee Bennett, Fort Madison, 19, 
in the 2500 block of Avenue L, 
on a warrant for contempt for 
failure to pay fines. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

07/28/17 - 9:19 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Andrew Jay Woods, 
57 of Wever, in the 3600 block 
of 190th Street, on a warrant 
for failure to pay fines/costs. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
07/28/17 - 2:29 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested David Edward Bishop, 
49, of Keokuk at the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for sex offender registration 
violations. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
07/28/17 - no time given - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested a 14-year-old female 
from Ottumwa on 4th-de-
gree theft charges. She was 

held in juvenile detention 
center pending a hearing.

07/29/17 - 2:07 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection of 
Timea Street and 14th Street. 
A vehicle driven by Danielle 
Renea Clark, 26 of Keokuk, 
was heading east on Timea 
Street and according to the 
report, did not yield the right 
of way to a vehicle driven by 
Ashley Michelle Noble, 27, of 
Keokuk. Noble’s vehicle struck 
Clark’s broadside and both 
vehicle had to be towed Clark 
was cited for failure to obey a 
stop sign and no insurance.
07/31/17 - 11:20 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Natasha Ashly Bryant, 
25 of Keokuk in the 700 block 
of Dorcas Drive in Keokuk, 
on charges of driving while 
barred, interference with 
official acts and no insurance.
07/31/17 - 4:52 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested James Lee Roberts, 
19, of Keokuk, no location 
given on a warrant for 3rd-de-
gree burglary. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.

It should be noted a criminal 
charge is merely an accusation 
and the defendant is presumed 
innocent until and unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

07/29/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
six medical calls, four lift 
assists,, three smoke com-
plaints and one false alarm
07/30/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.
07/31/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls.

 8/1 MID-DAY
4 7 4

8/1 EVENING
1 1 0

 8/1 MID-DAY
8 0 3 1

8/1 EVENING
0 7 71

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 8/1
 20 22 52 57 73 

Lucky Ball: 7
Megaplier: 5

http://www.grrwa.com
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choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

BUNGALOWS
Classic american designs

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

SOLD
315 Avenue E

Listing #20162543; $53,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

• New Construction in West Point  • Completed in 2017
• 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!  • 3 Car Garage
• 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite • 3 Full Baths
• 9 ft. Finished Basement • Spacious Yard
• New Family Friendly Neighborhood
• Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops & Upper Glass Cabinetry
• Plus New Appliance Package Included

REDUCED PRICE

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, August 2, 5pm-7pm

41 7th Street, West Point

All Green Oak Homes come with warranties and low utility bills!
Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Huffman Welding & Ma-
chine, Inc., located in Fort 
Madison, is accepting ap-
plications for a Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant. 
Excellent communication, 
analytical, time manage-
ment and organizational 
skills are essential.  Job du-
ties include but not limited 
to administrative, invoicing 
and basic accounting func-
tions.  Competitive salary 
based on experience. Ben-
efits include PTO, medical, 
dental and vision insurance, 
and 401K.

Apply in person at
6224 Ave. O, Ft. Madison

or email resume to
Kris Seals at

kseals@huffmanwelding.com

JOIN 
OUR 

TEAM...

We are currently 
hiring for 

full time and part 
time positions 
throughout the 

company. 
Please call 

319-372-5827 
or email: 

Austinu@smclrr.com
with any questions.

...and build a 
career you’ll love!

August 3rd, 2017 
1pm to 3pm 

Fort Madison 
Public Library
1920 Avenue E

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $7499

2x2 Businss Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

ADVERTISE
in a

brand new 
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com/
mailto:mailto:kseals%40huffmanwelding.com?subject=Administrative%20Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:mailto:Austinu%40smclrr.com?subject=Open%20Interviews%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon • Riverview Park, 

Ft. Madison

Please call 319-372-5471 for details. 

FREE KIDS EVENTS
Minute to Win It Games, 
Football Toss, & MORE!

AIR EVAC 
HELICOPTER LANDING

Weather Permitting

36’ INFLATABLE 
OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE
Medals presented at 12pm!

Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

FREE 
Cotton Candy 

& Lunch Provided!

Big Buckle Bash 2017 
brought to you by: 

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,

 Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

Classic Car

Starting at 4pm

Fort Madison
 Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
  Adults: $5   Kids: $2   •   Food Vendors

Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST! 

The Voice
Singing Competition

Starting at 5pm

Starting at 8pm

Country 
Musician

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://themadison.biz/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.fortmadison.com/events/fort-madison-partner-affiliate-events/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
https://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 02 Aug

Partly Sunny
Low – 66.9º F | High – 84.6º F

THU 03 Aug

Clear Skies
Low – 60.2º F | High – 77.4º F

FRI 04 Aug

Light Rain
Low – 61.1º F | High – 72.3º F

SAT 05 Aug

Light Rain
Low – 63.0º F | High – 65.5º F

SUN 06 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
Low – 64.2º F | High – 70.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

Pickleball participants can also come out during 
RiverFest to compete and learn about the game from 
the nation’s largest pickleball equipment supplier, Onix. 
Pickleball is open for recreational play from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Friday, 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sunday.

For each tournament, anyone under 18 must have a 
parent permission to play and all participants will be 
required to sign a RiverFest Games Sport Participation 
Waiver.

RiverFest 2017 kicks off Thursday at 4 p.m. and runs 
through Sunday at 7 p.m. Tickets for musical enter-
tainment are available for purchase at the event website 
at www.riverfestfm.com or at Fort Madison Hy-Vee. 
Single day entertainment tickets will be available for 
$10 on Thursday, $15 on Friday, and $20 on Saturday. 
Connor Amusements will hold a wristband event from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday with unlimited rides for 
one price of the band. There is also a three-hour wrist-
band window on Saturday from noon to 3 p.m.

costs, timing, and any 
potential issues asso-
ciated with creating a 
northbound acceleration 
lane and the expansion of 
180th Street approach to 
Hwy 61.

The letter also goes on 
to outline that IFC would 
consider “helping to pay 
for some of the costs 
for these two changes,” 
provided that all of the 
costs were identified 
and approved, but if that 
course of action was not 
acceptable to the IDOT 
then they would have to 
revert 180 back to gravel.

Lee County Engineer 
Ernie Steffensmeier said 
as part of IFC’s agree-
ment with Lee County 
they are obligated to 
restore the road to its 
original condition after 
the construction phase, 
as the roadway is owned 
by the county.

“They were spending 
$30,000 a month main-
taining that gravel road 

when they 
were in 
construc-
tion so they 
just paved 
it to save 
them some 
money, 

but under our agreement 
they would revert it back 
to gravel,” Steffensmeier 
said.

Jim Armstrong, district 
engineer with IDOT’s 
District 5 Highway 
Division, said Tuesday 
he received a copy of the 
letter on the 28th and his 
office was discussing it 
internally.

“We’re anticipating 
meeting with IFC to 
discuss this further,” he 
said. “There has been no 
action taken on the clo-
sure and I’m still waiting 
on that discussion here to 
see if that meeting can be 
arranged.”

Armstrong said the 
letter is just another add-
ed value to the ongoing 
conversations.

“Everyone should 
understand that there is 
a controlled intersection 
at this location. This is a 
request to control move-
ment by the fertilizer 
plant,” Armstrong said.

Lee County Supervi-
sor Gary Folluo said the 
board is holding to its 
original statement that 
the crossover should 
remain opened.

“We sent a letter to 
them stating that we 
would like that closure 
to remain open,” Folluo 
said.

Folluo said the he 
hasn’t had any conversa-
tions with other supervi-
sors about the letter but 
said the board’s going to 
have to discuss if there 
have been any changes.

Lee County Super-
visors typically have a 
workshop following the 
regular meetings and Lee 
County Auditor Denise 
Fraise asked Hunold, 
who chaired the meeting 
in the absence of Board 
Chairman Rick Larkin, 
if the board wanted to 
discuss the letter.

Hunold said he would 
prefer to wait until Lar-
kin returned to discuss it.

I guess I can under-
stand what (IFC is) try-
ing to do, but I’m looking 

from the county’s per-
spective and we should 
leave that alone,” Hunold 
said. “If they want to do 
the study, I’m ok with 
that but it’s no way a 
green light to put that 
(closure) in. The folks 

down there 
would like 
to leave it 
alone and 
see how it 
goes.”

Hunold 
said he 

hopes IFC can see the 
county’s position on the 
closure and said the Rise 
Road was constructed to 
give truck drivers a safe 
path in and out of the 
facility.

“I would hope they 
would understand our 
position. If you build a 
$10 million road, you 
probably should use it.”

IFC officials said driv-
ers are not employees of 
IFC and once products 
are loaded onto a truck, 
the facility cannot con-
trol which path they take.

According to Jesse Har-
ris, a spokesman for IFC, 
the facility is encourag-
ing truck drivers to use 
the Rise Road.

“We strongly encour-
age trucks to use the Rise 
Road, and the over-
whelming majority of 
them do take this route,” 
Harris said. “However, 
there are approximately 

300 trucks in and out 
of the facility every day 
now that production is 
underway. Even the small 
handful of trucks that 
are using 180th Street 
could potentially create 
an issue. 

“That is what we are 
working with the county 
and DOT to address. We 
believe the best way to 
ensure safety in the area 
and further maximize the 
use of the Rise Road is 
to close the crossover in-
tersection at 180th Street 
and Highway 61.”

He said truck drivers 
are not employees of the 
company and once the 
trucks are loaded and 
leave the facility they are 
on public roads and can 
choose whatever roads 
they like.

“This is why IFCo, the 
county, and the Iowa 
Department of Transpor-
tation are discussing how 
we can work together 
to ensure the continued 
safety of those traveling 
through the area, wheth-
er that is the expansion 
of 180th Street, a new ac-
celeration lane on High-
way 61, or the closure of 
the crossover intersection 
at Highway 61 and 180th 
Street,” he said.

“Since Iowa Fertilizer 
Company (IFCo) started 
construction in Wever, 
our number one priority 
has been the safety of the 
community, its residents, 
our employees, and the 
individuals and families 
traveling through the 
area. 

“Throughout that time, 
we have worked closely 
with Lee County and 
the Iowa Department of 
Transportation to discuss 
safety issues and we look 
forward to continuing 
those conversations now 
as truck traffic around 
the plant has increased.”

RiverFest brings in 
Onix for pickleball 

showcase
RIVERFEST - Continued from Page 1

IFC offers to pay for some of  
Hwy 61, 180th improvements
IFC - Continued from Page 1

“We’re anticipating meeting with 
IFC to discuss this further. There has 
been no action taken on the closure 

and I’m still waiting on the
discussion here to see when that 

meeting can be arranged.”
 -Jim Armstrong

IDOT District 5 Engineer

HUNOLD

ARMSTRONG

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

https://htccampaign.org
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.riverfestfm.com
http://www.stoptextsstopwrecks.org
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