
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Although her father is 
no-longer alive, Brenda 
Derr is using her dad’s 
nickname for her as an 
inspiration in her new 
business venture.

Derr, the owner of 
Dollhouse Dreams in 
Fort Madison, will be 
opening a new location 
this fall in a retail outlet 
in Burlington near Dick’s 
Sporting Goods on 
Agency Street.

With a focus on ed-
ucational toys and her 
Melissa & Doug col-
lections, Derr wants to 
create an environment 
where children feel free 
to experience playtime 
again. But she’s pulling 
from her past as a child 
when her father used to 
call her “Shug”...short for 
sugar.

    “The new place 
is going to be called 
“Shug’s Tiny Town” in 
honor of my dad. That’s 
what he used to call me 

when I was little, ‘Shug’,” 
Derr said.

Her premiere line of 
Melissa & Doug toys was 
created by Melissa and 
Doug Bernstein, a hus-
band and wife duo who 
started a toy company in 
1988 in their basement 
and Doug’s parents’ 
garage and is headquar-
tered in Wilton, Con-

necticut.
Derr said the com-

pany’s philosophy is to 
take childhood back and 
Derr said the toys can 
bring back creativity and 
engagement that may 
be at risk in an ever-in-
creasing digital world.

    “We need to try and 
get kids away from all 
that and get them back 

into imaginative play 
and creativity. That’s 
something they will take 
with them later in life,” 
she said.

“This is gonna be fun, 
it really is. I’d like to be 
up there all the time.”

Ashley Enger will be 
Derr’s manager at the 
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FM’s Derr taking toys to 
Burlington retail outlet

Dollhouse Dreams owner Brenda Derr, far left, and staffer Ashley 
Enger of Fort Madison, talk with customers about the pending fall 
opening of Brenda’s new store, Shug’s Tiny Town & Educational Toys, 
slated for September

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See TOYS, page 8

Hancock County still looking into July 9th stabbing

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

CARTHAGE - The Hancock County Sheriff ’s Office 
is still investigating a stabbing incident that occurred 

about 10 p.m. on Monday, July 9th.
According to a release from the sheriff ’s office, an 

incident occurred about 11 p.m. on the 9th, however, 
Fort Madison Police, Fort Madison Fire & Rescue, and 
Lee County EMS were called to the west foot of the 
Fort Madison bridge at just after 10 p.m. Authorities re-
sponded to a call into LeeComm that a male with a stab 
wound to his chest was being brought across the river.

The Hancock County news release indicated that two 

adult males, ages 34 and 43, got into an argument in a 
different vehicle and were both injured by a knife. Two 
other occupants in that vehicle were not injured.

The 43-year-old received the stab wound to the chest 
and was taken to Fort Madison by a private vehicle 
where they met the first responders at the bridge and 
were transported to Fort Madison Community Hospi-

Argument between two men 
sends both to area hospitals

Trades contest 
debuts at 2018 

Lee County Fair
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - With the need for skilled workers 
in the area becoming a focal point of economic and 
workforce development efforts, the Lee County Fair 
Board is doing its part to recognize that need at this 
year’s fair.

Brian Foecke, a Lee County Fair board member, has 
been working with area schools and trade instructors 
for the past six months to incorporate a Competitive 
Trade Competition, in which students can enter trade 
projects and win prizes at the fair.

Foecke said he’s been kicking the idea around for 
a couple years, but this year the competition became 
a reality after several manufacturing and contracting 
companies got on board to sponsor the event.

 “This goes back several years with me. We were 
trying to figure out what we can do to get even more 
kids out to the fair. When kids come, parents and 
grandparents follow,” Foecke said.

“Over the last few years, visiting with business and 
industry leaders who know and see a shortfall in their 
trades and trades in general, we just started having 
some discussions.”

Those discussions were with prominent industry 
leaders such as Jenny Steffensmeier of Steffensmeier 
Welding & Manufacturing, Bobby Huffman of Huff-
man Welding & Machine Inc., both of Fort Madison, 
and Pat Jones of Jones Contracting Corp. of West 
Point.

Foecke said those conversations focused on the 
shortage of skilled workers who can fill positions that 
are open, so he thought the fair could be a vehicle to 

See TRADES, page 5

See KNIVES, page 8
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www.TrailwaysTravel.com

Highlights:
• San Antonio City Tour
• San Jose Mission
• El Mercado Marketplace
• IMAX Theatre
• The Alamo
• Riverwalk Cruise
• Hill Country
• LBJ Ranch
• Fredericksburg
• Fiesta de las Luminarias
• 4 nights at one hotel
• Optional tour of Austin

Inclusions 
• Motorcoach Transportation
• On-board friendly host
• Roundtrip Airfare - MLI
• 6 Meals
• Professional Tour Director
• Hotel Transfers
• Baggage Handling
• 4 Nights First Class Hotel

San AntonioHoliday
NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 2, 2018

HURRY! LIMITED SEATS LEFT!

7/13 MID-DAY
7 8 6

7/13 EVENING
0 3 6

7/13 MID-DAY
6 4 1 5

7/13 EVENING
0 0 8 0

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

7/13
21 22 39 59 68

Mega Ball: 2
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

07/11/18 - 9:27 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited Tracy 
Earl Williams, 45, of Burl-
ington at the intersection of 
Avenue H and 14th Street 
on a charge of having no 
insurance. He was re-
leased upon citation.
07/12/18 - no reports listed
07/13/18 - 1:59 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1300 block of 14th Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

07/12/18 - 9:40 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on the off ramp 
from Hwy. 61 to Hwy 2. Ac-

cording to reports, a vehicle 
driven by Herold Thomas 
Edward, 63, of West Point 
was stopped at the stop sign 
onto Hwy 2. and was struck 
from behind by a vehicle 
driven by Janet Louise Hen-
derson, 55, of Fort Madison. 
No citations or injuries were 
reported at the scene.
07/12/18 - 1:50 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jarrod Ray Hag-
meier, 37, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a charges 
of possession of controlled 
substance and controlled 
substance violation. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
07/12/18 - 3:39 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Christopher Lee 

Davis, 31, of Keokuk at 
the sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for parole violation. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue report

07/11/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to one 
burn complaint, two medical 
calls and one false alarm.
07/12/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.
07/13/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to two 
medical calls, one house 
fire, one false alarm.

Youngsters got a break from the heat during the Kids’ Day on Friday 
at the Lee County Fair. Temperatures hovered in the 90s with heat in-
dices pushing the 100 degree mark for the annual kids day sponsored 
by Fort Madison Community Hospital and UnityPoint Health of Keokuk.

Photo by Ava Peitz/PCCMakeshift slip ‘n slide

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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Tri-State

rodeo
September 5-8, 2018

Fort Madison, IA

71st annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Wed., Sept. 5
CINCH Shootout

The best cowboys
in the country competing for

$120,000
in prize money

Thur., Sept. 6
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake McVey

Country Artist

Fri., Sept. 7
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Randy Houser
Country Singer Songwriter

Sat., Sept. 8
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake Owen
AMA Award Winner

Don’t miss
Stumptown

every night in the Coors Party Pavilion

following the rodeo competition

& national music acts

http://www.tristaterodeo.org


I told Ginnie that our 
life here on the Empty 
Nest Farm was all part 
of our art—the garden, 
and the animals, even 
the aronia bushes. She 
agreed. Our life is like a 
poem, flowing smoothly, 
everything in harmony, 
rhyming, a syncopated 
life. “Who could have 
imagined,” she said, “at 
our age, finding a life like 
this.” I’ll be 70 this month 
and Ginnie will be 67 in 
August, both of us on 
the same day, the 28th, 
making it easy for me to 
remember.

Chicken manure grows 
Hercules garden! The 
garden has exploded into 
a cornucopia of green, 
and red, and yellow vege-
tables, bursting with juice 
and flavor and color. I 
attribute the bounty to 
the chicken manure I 
tilled in, the timely rains 
we had in June, and of 
course, the Iowa heat and 
humidity.

The green beans are 
simply to die for. Lightly 
boiled with a little bacon 
and garden onion, they 
are the sweetest, most 
tender snappers I have 
ever eaten. When Ginnie 
was gone for a week visit-
ing her sisters and father 
in Missouri, I actually 

lived off the green beans 
and couldn’t have been 
happier or more satisfied.

And the tomatoes. My 
goodness! The vines are 
taller than Ginnie, and 
bursting out of their 
cages, leaning over like 
fallen women to spill 
their bounty to whoever 
is brave enough to pene-
trate the jungle of green 
and red. We thought we 
had planted them far 
enough apart—one plant 
every three feet or so. But 
nope. They have taken 
over, building an unpene-
trable wall of python-like 
vines, reluctant to give 
up their once-thought-
to-be-poisonous fruit. 
We have sweet baby-girl 
cherries, celebrity, super 
fantastic, early girls and 
better boys. My favorites 
are the early girls—not 
too big, bright red, and 
bursting with flavor. Eat 
them like an apple right 
out of the garden—sun 
warm, the juice dripping 
down your chin onto 
your chest.

I’ve never raised better 
sweetcorn. We have both 

peaches-and-cream, and 
something called “in-
credible.” With Ginnie at 
work during the day, I’ve 
even taken over freezing 
the corn. It’s pretty easy. 
Just boil lightly, slice off 
the cob, eat till you’re 
sick, and put into freez-
er bags—guaranteed to 
bring sunshine and a 
lip-smacking smile to the 
coldest winter days.

In addition to sweet-
corn, we also have three 
varieties of Indian (or 
decorative) Corn grow-
ing to compliment the 
“punkins.” We have the 
“punkins” running in 
the rows of Indian Corn, 
and the “punkins” have 
completely taken over. I 
don’t know for sure how 
we’re going to harvest 
the Indian Corn with the 
“punkins” dominating 
the landscape, but we’ll 
figure something out.

Wouldn’t you know 
it, just when the garden 
is hitting hard, we have 
a vacation planned in 
Colorado. There’s only 
one thing to do—let the 
kids and friends know 
to “help themselves.” We 
didn’t have too much 
trouble convincing them.

On our last morning 
before leaving for Colora-
do, Ginnie and I walked 
through the garden to 
bid it farewell. It’s like an 
old friend. The zucchinis 
look as if they’re trying to 
repopulate the earth with 
bowling-pin size fruit; the 
watermelon are compet-
ing with the “mushmel-
on” for best of show; and 
the peppers are clamor-
ing to join the tomatoes 
in a salsa fest. There’s a 
presence in the garden 
that makes it feel like it 
has a living, breathing life 
of its own. When I look at 
the garden, I see God.

Have a good story? Call 
or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on 
Facebook. Curt’s stories 
are also read at 106.3 FM 
in Farmington.
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$100GET UP 
TO A cooper tires 

visa® prepaid 
card or Cooper 
Tires Prepaid 
Mastercard® 
Virtual Account

when you buy a new set of four 
qualifying tires.

July 1 – July 31, 2018

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627 

319-372-2478
www.GriffinMuffler.com
265518

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

• FREE Alignment Check
• FREE Brake Inspection
• FREE Exhaust Inspection
• FREE Belt & Hose Inspection
• FREE A/C Inspection

CHECK-UP SPECIAL
Are you among the 10% of U.S. drivers 
with a “check engine” light on? Stop 

in today and we’ll run a diagnostic scan 
on your vehicle.

1/2 OFF

DIAGNOSTIC TEST

FREE
TIRE DISPOSAL

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 TIRES Set of 4 Shocks
Installed

Help restore lost handling and smooth 
out the road.

$50 OFF
$30 OFF

SHOCKS & STRUTS

Pair of Struts
Installed

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 COOPER TIRES

Your one-stop shop for
Full Service Auto Repair

535 Avenue G • Fort Madison
  

M-TH 7:30am – 5:30pm
F 7:30am – 5:00pm

319-372-2478

Get up to $40 off by mail with purchase
and installation of Platinum Brake Pads

Rebate ends August 31, 2018. See store for details.

TAKE THE MONEY & RIDE

All Month Long 
At Griffins

Visit us online: www.griffinmuffler.com

Mention these coupons at 
time of service to redeem!

See store for details. Offer ends July 31st, 2018.

Like us on FACEBOOK!

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 15 Jul

Clear Skies
High – 89.5º F | Low – 78.2º F

MON 16 Jul

Light Rain
High– 86.3º F | Low – 66.1º F

TUE 17 Jul

Heavy Rain
High– 80.7º F | Low – 71.7º F

WED 18 Jul

Clear Skies
High – 77.1º F | Low – 60.8º F

THU 19 Jul

Light Rain
High– 73.6º F | Low – 59.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

Garden taking on a life of 
its own at Empty Nest

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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Lee County Fair

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

BACKYARD COMPOSTING
improves soil quality & makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins
were made by students

at the Keokuk Christian Academy 
& are now available for purchase.
Contact the administration building

at 1-800-216-2370
to purchase one today!

help showcase that work 
and its importance to 
the communities in the 
county.

Steffensmeier put 
Foecke in contact with an 
instructor at Southeast-
ern Community College, 
who then hooked him 
up with instructors at 
area high schools in Lee 
County. Foecke then 
met with the instructors 
at Fort Madison High 
School, Central Lee 
High School, and Ke-
okuk High School. Holy 
Trinity Catholic students 
can share in the FMHS 
programming.

 “We covered all the 
schools and went around 
in January with flyers to 
promote it as much as we 
could,” he said. “We had 
a little bit of a late start, 
but there was interest 
initially from all of the 
instructors and from the 
students that were in the 
classrooms at the time we 
met with them.”

SCC came on as the 
overall sponsor of the 
contest and Steffensmei-
er and Jones also came 
on to help sponsor the 
event.

The board opened the 
competition to all county 
students in grades 7-12 
and three categories: 
carpentry, welding, and 
drafting/design.

“We just wanted to 
open it up and see how 
it went. We may split it 
up differently next year,” 
Foecke said.

Milo Orton won the 

welding competition 
with a dog box that he 
welded out of aluminum. 
The box can be used in 
the back of trucks for safe 
transportation of hunting 
dogs. Bradley Spork-
man won the carpentry 
division by constructing 
a dog house. Foecke said 
there were no entries 
for the drafting/design 
competition.

Foecke said Orton is 
going to SCC for welding 
and Sporkman is already 
in an apprentice program 
with Siether and Cherry.

“These are two fine 
young men who are 
entering trades programs 
in the area,” Foecke 
said. “We need to have 
more things going on 
to encourage these kids 
to explore the trades 
programs or the two-year 
vocational programs. A 
four-year college degree 
is fine, but it’s not for 
everyone.”

 “When you and I 
went to college, we heard 
hundreds of times that 
college was the push, but 

in today’s world this is so 
far from true. We’ve gotta 
do a better job of letting 
our students know that 
these jobs exist and then 
help steer those that are 
interested in the right 
direction.”

He said his conversa-
tions with school officials 
and instructors revealed 
that schools are offer-
ing multiple trades and 
programs that teach hard 
skills.

“We do a great job at 
our local schools. There 

is some outstanding 
instruction going on, we 
just need to keep nudg-
ing that ball from every 
angle.”

He said the competi-
tion will be held again 
next year and the board 
will work harder to pro-
mote the program and 
trade fields.

 “The main thing we 
know we need to do next 
year is start promoting 
it before the school year 
starts and encourage 
more kids to take a look.”

Milo Orton, left, and Bradley Sporkman, show the tools and equipment 
they won as part of the Lee County Fair’s first-ever trades competition 
held this year. Judging was done on Wednesday and Orton won in the 
welding category, while Sporkman won for carpentry.

Photo courtesy of Lee County Fair

Orton, Sporkman win first  
county fair trades competition
TRADES - Continued from Page 1

“We do a great job at our local 
schools. There is some outstanding 
instruction going on, we just need 

to keep nudging that ball from every 
angle.”

 -Brian Foecke, 
Lee County Fair boardmember

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

the classifieds
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Open your Eyes to a 
Bright New World 

with a Lash Lift

Uses your own eye lashes!

FREE Eye Brow Wax with 
your Lash Lift Service

expires June 30th, 2018

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
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Matt Lafrenz

Joshua Denning & Associates

Ft. Madison • Burlington
Mt. Pleasant

THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 SPONSORS!

Wristbands: $20
Tickets: $1.00 eachCARNIVAL

RIDES • FOOD • GAMES
Thurs. Aug. 2nd ~ 4pm to Close  •  Fri. Aug. 3rd ~ 4pm to Close

Sat. Aug. 4th ~ Noon to 4 & 5 to Close  •  Sun. Aug. 5th ~ Noon to Close
Wristband Hours:

Thurs: 5 to 8 • Fri: 6 to 9 • Sat: Noon to 3

Pre-Sale Wristbands: $18 online at 
www.riverfestfm.com

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!AUGUST 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th, 2018

THURSDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

SUNDAYSATURDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

Purchase tickets online at:

7:00pm

8:30pm

6:00pm

9:00pm

7:30pm

9:30pm8:30pm

THURSDAY
JIVE

Radio
6:30pm 10:00pm

FRIDAY

6:30pm 10:00pm

SATURDAY

6:30pm 10:00pm

SUNDAY

6:30pm 10:00pm

Pre-sale tickets: 
4-Day Entertainment: 

$35
(Add VIP: $20 more)

Single Day 
Entertainment:

$25

RiverFest Games:
• WSOBP Beer Pong Tournament

• Sand Volleyball  • KanJam  
• Bags Tournament  • Pickleball

RiverFest Events:
• Teen Street Dance (Friday Night)

• 5K Fun Run/Walk  • DRAGON BOATS
• Sunday Charity Breakfast  

• Harmony Sunday Church Services
• RiverFEst Canoe/Kayak Float Trip

Visit RiverFest online
for a complete schedule of 

events, games and 
entertainment!

www.riverfestfm.com

http://riverfestfm.com
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From the Front/Celebrations

Visit one of our 13 locations.

We’re guaranteed to have what your family needs in a bank.

Find a Branch
Click this ad towww.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

new facility.
“She’s got some really good ideas on different things 

for the kids to do. We’ll probably start a craft night up 
there like we’ve done here and a toy tester program. 
We might have a dress up party for the girls because 
there will be a boutique... or a fire drill with the fire-
house.”

She said she’s been thinking about opening another 
location for years.

The sales rep with the Melissa & Doug line had been 
encouraging Derr to take the next step and open a 
new location.

“I knew it was going to happen I just didn’t know 
when. And, of course, then the storm came and we 
dealt with that, but that spot in Burlington has been 
calling my name for years,” she said.

The storm was an early 2017 spring thunderstorm 
with heavy winds that damaged the roof of the current 
building at 824 Avenue G. Derr had to renovate and 
repair a major portion of the building, while work-
ing out of a location next door. The current location 
also houses Megan’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor 
where patrons can experience a mid-1900s lunch 
counter and ice cream parlor.

Derr said after taking a vacation in January she went 
up to Burlington to meet with the owners of the retail 
center and worked out a lease and got the ball rolling.

She wants the new location to be very interactive 
and educational. In addition to the Melissa & Doug 
line, she’s hoping to bring some other lines in as well.

 “It’s going to be all educational toys. Since we’re a 
premiere partner with Melissa & Doug, we’ll continue 

to carry that line, and we’ll bring in other lines, but 
I’m just not sure what those will be yet,” Derr said.

The 4,300 square foot retail space will also include 
a “Pay and Play” area for the kids that will consist of a 
fictional streetscape with structural homes and build-
ings that the kids interact with. Some of the buildings 
planned include a firehouse, a diner, and a beauty 
parlor that will be completely interactive for children.

“That came about because we have so many interac-
tive toys here and the kids love to play with the toys. I 
ran across it on the Internet and just thought it would 
be a nice fit for up there,” she said.

She’s hoping to start construction very soon and be 
open in September or October. Derr said she’s plan-
ning a grand opening in October to help kick off the 
holiday season with a huge Melissa & Doug sale. She is 
planning on having the store open seven days a week 
through the holiday season, but the hours are still to 
be determined.

She said she’s had success selling toys in a world 
dominated by digital gadgets.

    “If you take the phone away, they’ll have to play 
with this toy and they’ll be creative and they’ll play,” 
she said. “We kind of have to help them as parents and 
encourage them, but kids know what to do, they just 
have to be presented with it.”

Dollhouse Dreams will be holding a Toy Tinkering 
Experience next Saturday at the Fort Madison loca-
tion where kids can come into the store and “tinker” 
around with toys in the shop. There will also be a 20% 
discount on all Melissa & Doug toys for one week 
starting on Tuesday.

Shug’s Tiny Town to focus on 
educational toys, activites

TOYS - Continued from Page 1

tal. The 34-year-old male received treatment at Car-
thage Memorial Hospital on Tuesday.

Several media outlets are reporting the names of 
the victims, however a spokesperson at the Hancock 
County Sheriff ’s office on Saturday said no press release 
has been issued identifying the victims and wouldn’t 
confirm the names of the victims identified in other 
outlets.

Victims treated in Fort 
Madison, Carthage

KNIVES - Continued from Page 1

Birth Announcements
COLTON JOE LOTT

FORT MADISON - Marcia and Maurice Lott, of 
Keokuk, are proud to announce the  birth of their son 
Colton Joe Lott on July 6, 2018 at the Fort Madison 
Community Hospital.

Colton is welcomed home by Dillon.
Grandparents are Kelley and Delbert Gilbert of Don-

nellson, Iowa.
The Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 

wonderful news.

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/resources/branch-atm-locator
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe

	Front Page
	Scene Around the Area
	Area News
	For the Record
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Trailways Travel
	Pen City Current
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Tri-State Rodeo
	Opinion
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	Lee County Fair
	Area News
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Guest Column
	Empty Nest
	Curt Swarm
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	RiverFest Fort Madison
	From the Front
	Celebrations
	Local News
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 


