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Very few seats were empty on Saturday at the LULAC Club where a benefit was held to 
help raise money for Jesse Burgher who was attacked by an inmate at the Iowa State 
Penitentiary back in October.
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Throngs show up for Burgher benefit
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It was stand-
ing room only at the LULAC club 
as ISP workers, family, and friends 
turned out to help raise money 
to help support one of their own 
who currently is still deciding his 
future.

Jesse Burgher, a 50-year-old 
corrections officer at the Iowa State 
Penitentiary, was stabbed multiple 
times on Wednesday, Oct. 18 while 

working a hall to escort a prisoner.
Burgher was originally taken to 

Fort Madison Community Hospi-
tal following the incident but was 
later transferred to University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics and 
then returned home on Friday of 
that week.

Burgher said he had a very clear 
memory of the incident.

“I was walking down to a cell 
and the guy I was working with 
was already down there letting him 
out,” Burgher said. “He didn’t have 

any cuffs on and I didn’t realize 
that because I don’t work that hall 
very much and I didn’t know they 
could come out without cuffs. So 
I’m walking down there and all of 
a sudden I see this guy running at 
me. I didn’t know what was going 
on, but I saw that he had two 
shanks on him and then I just went 
into defensive mode and tried to 
block as much as I could,” Burgher 
said.

See BENEFIT, page 2

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - They may have missed the freez-
ing temps with their march on Saturday, but there was 
no missing their message as hundreds from around the 

area, walked through Fort Madison.
The March for Life, which began at the intersection 

of 10th and Avenue at 10:30, attracted more than 100 
people from Fort Madison, Lee County, and Illinois. 
The event was put on by the North Lee County Right to 
Life.

The throng carried signs with sayings such as “To-
day’s kids are tomorrow’s future. Don’t kill the future”, 
and “Life is Good”.

Madeline Taylor, of Fort Madison carried a sign that 

read, “All Things Grow with Love”. She said this was her 
first time at the march.

“Life is good. I just want to be out here and say that 
all lives are good no matter what the circumstances. 
It doesn’t matter how old they are, we should protect 
that.”

Taylor walked with David Zaceski of Illinois who said 
he was marching in support of all people of all ages.

Pro-life advocates take to FM streets

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

We all had a bit of sticker shock when the Fort 
Madison City Council approved an immediate 8 per-
cent increase for City Manager David Varley.

It was big enough news that I sent it out from Coun-
cil Chambers on our social media platforms. We had 
responses before I even left the meeting.

Eight percent? I sat in a Lee County Supervisors 
budget meeting Friday afternoon, and they’re talking 
about potential wage freezes if department heads can’t 
bring expenses more in line. The suggestions were 
just part of many tossed around as possible solutions 
to a $3 million fiscal year shortfall, but Varley’s boost 
seemed lofty considering the economies of Lee Coun-
ty.

But we would encourage you to take a closer look 
at that number. It takes Varley’s salary to just over 
$110,000 from $101,920. That may seem a bit hard 
to swallow, and considering the agenda listed a 5% 
increase, which was quickly amended by Councilman 
Chris Greenwald to 8 percent, it became a bigger gulp.

I heard a really cool guy once say, “if you pay pea-
nuts, you get monkeys”. Obviously $101,920 isn’t pea-
nuts compared to some of the salaries in the county’s 
private sector. But in the world of municipal adminis-
tration the bar’s set pretty high.

Let’s take a little bit closer look at what city officials 

See past the sticker shock 
in city manager’s raise

See VARLEY, page 6

See MARCH, page 2

March sees more than 100 
participants downtown
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From the Front

Visit Us Online! • www.grrwa.com • facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

New Beginnings
      Twenty

Celebrate
8Teen

!
Thank you to all of our customers who helped us 

reduce our environmental footprint in 2017! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority is 
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage 

our environmental footprint and help educate our 
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:
Please do not place plastic bags in recycling bins.

Rinse & Clean all food jars and cans before 
placing in recycling bins. 

Flatten boxes for better storage and volume 
reduction. *Empty all boxes before recycling.

Place all recyclable products loose in bins. 

Do not recycle wrapping paper.

Properly dispose of all electronics and household 
hazardous waste. Click Here for more guidance! 

For your convenience:
• Convenient Drop-Off Locations in 10 cities

• Curbside Recycling Bins are available at our 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

• HHW Collection Available by appointment during regular 
business hours at our Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

“I wanted to march to promote pro life causes and everything and show we care 
about babies and all kinds of people, the old and the young and everybody.”

Sue Abel bundled up and walked with her granddaughter Xandra, 13, who carried 
a sign that read, ‘Who’ll speak for the little ones’.

“We’re out here because we respect all life from conception to a natural death,” Sue 
Abel said.

Sue, who makes the annual march each year, said she was impressed by the turn-
out for the event.

“This is the about the usual size, but it’s a bit warmer today so we may have had a 
few more.”

Her granddaughter Xandra, 13, was out to spend time with grandma and be part 
of something.

“I like just coming here and coming out with my grandma and I enjoy being here,” 
she said.

The marchers worked their way down Avenue G to 6th Street and then north 
to Avenue F and headed west back to 10th Street. From there they walked up to 
McAleer Hall for refreshments and to warm up.

At top, Madeline Taylor of Fort Madison and Dave Zaceski of Illinois 
walk with hundreds of others as part of the annual North Lee County 
Right to Life March for Life on Saturday morning. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Participants walking to 
promote life at all levels

MARCH - Continued from Page 1

Burgher undecided on return
BENEFIT - Continued from Page 1

He hasn’t been back to work since 
the day of the incident and said he’s still 
under a doctor’s care and doesn’t know 
whether he will return to work. He also 
said he’s unsure of what the financial 
hardship will be.

“At this time I don’t know about the 
medical bills because I’m still seeing a 
doctor. But this is to basically help me 
to get through until I decide if I’m going 
back to work or not.”

Sarah Martin, one of the volunteers 
who helped coordinate the event, said 
she was happy with the turnout.

“We’ve probably seen 250-300 people 
already through here,” she said.

“We did this to help Jesse with ex-
penses since he’s been off since October. 
We’ve done food with free will dona-
tions, live auctions, silent auctions, we’re 
raffling off two guns, and we’re doing a 
50/50 drawing at three different times. 
Then we’ve got a ribeye roll and a bone-
in ham for dinner.”

There was barely a seat to be found and 
the bar area was six or seven people deep 
while food was continuing to be brought 
in from the grill outside.

Burgher said most of the people in 

attendance were co-workers and he ap-
preciated the outpouring of support.

“I see a lot of friends, co-workers, and 
some family out here. But a lot of them 
are my co-workers. I’ve even seen people 
here today that I went to school with,” he 
said.

“I think it’s great. I mean we’re all 
union so they’re all my union brothers 
and sisters that have come out here to 
support me.”

He said he hopes in the unfortunate 
event that something like this would 
happen to someone else, that the same 
level of support would be seen for those 
officers as well.

The event runs until midnight and no 
numbers on total donations were avail-
able as of 3 p.m.

The benefit comes just two days after 
another officer was assaulted at the pris-
on. On Thursday, an officer who has not 
been identified, was punched in an as-
sault while searching a cell. The incident 
was quickly controlled and the officer 
was back at his post after receiving med-
ical treatment that day. The inmate was 
taken to the University of Iowa Hospitals 
and Clinics with injuries.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Sports

HTC girls press FMHS to 15th straight loss
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Holy Trinity Catholic’s 
girls basketball team 
pressed Fort Madison 
almost the entire game 
Saturday as the Crusaders 
evened their season at 8-8 
with a 55-24 win over the 
host Bloodhounds.

The Hounds scored first 
and had one lead during 
the game at 2-0 before the 
Crusaders’ uptempo game 
and pressure at every 
point quickly broke down 
the Hounds ballhandlers.

HTC went on a 15-4 
run until Sarah Bernhart 
scored on back-to-back 
trips down the floor to 
close the gap to 15-8. 
HTC’s Madison Mohrfeld 
scored for the Crusaders 
at the end of the first to 
push the lead to 17-8 at 
the end of one

Senior Brett Schneider, 
who’s currently third in 
the Southeast Iowa Super-
conference South division 
in scoring at 15.3 points 
per game, scored nine in 
the opening period most-
ly in transition.

HTC junior Emily Box 
opened the 2nd period 
with a bucket inside and 
then both teams went 
cold from the field until 
Bernhart scored again 
with 5:16 left in the half. 
Braxtyn McGhyghy 
converted both ends of a 
one-and-one with about a 
minute left in the half, but 
HTC got a bucket from 
Eryn Anderson and then 
sophomore Avery Hopper 
scored inside and then 
proceeded to knock down 
the inbounds pass in the 
press and scored again 
with :26 left to give the 
Crusaders a 25-12 lead at 
the half.

The visitors kept the 
press on in the third 
period and ran past the 
Hounds 14-7 highlighted 
by Box’s six points. The 
Hounds got a 3-ball from 
Taylor Shannon, a buck-
et from McGhyghy, and 
couple of free throws in 
the period.

With the press still in 
full go, the Hounds would 
only manage five points in 
the 4th period, while the 
disruption resulted in 16 
points for the Crusaders.

Fort Madison head 

coach Charlie Knipe 
said he understood the 
pressure.

“Everybody will press 
us because all they see 
is our turnovers and our 
guard play,” he said.

“I thought our last four 
games we played very 
well. But today we just 
drew a blank especially 
beating the press, which is 
nothing new, we’ve seen it 
before. “But we get away 
from what we know and 
then we have turnovers.”

He said Schneider 
and Box can be tough to 
match up against.

“Don’t take anything 
away from HTC. Schnei-
der is a great player and 
Box intimidates our 
posts,” Knipe said. “We 
tried to get Box in some 
foul trouble and we did 
that, but then we went 
away from that, too.”

Crusader head coach 
Tony Johnson said the 
crosstown atmosphere 
hyped the game a bit, but 
HTC had a long road trip 
last night coming back 
with a win at Cardinal.

‘The biggest thing was 
we got the ball where we 
wanted, but we missed 

some shots and then we 
started making them 
toward the end,” he said. 
“We wanted to create 
some pressure and get 
some turnovers and had 
some success there.”

He said sophomore 
Avery Hopper is building 
her confidence. Hopper 
finished with 10 points, 
her first time in double 
figures in varsity action.

“She’s been coming 
along the last three or 
four games. She’s working 
a lot with the assistants 
at the post and is only a 
sophomore so she’s get-
ting her confidence.”

Bernhart led the 0-15 
Hounds with eight points 
on the night, senior Kam-
ryn Bailey and McGhyghy 
each had five points for 
Fort Madison. Shannon 
had three on the night, 
Maddie Rashid had two 
points, and Anna Kester 
chipped in with one.

Schneider finished 
with 17 for Holy Trinity. 
Box had 16, and Hopper 
finished in double figures 
for the first time at varsity 
with 10 points. Mohrfeld 
and Anderson each had 
four, Ashlyn Haas had 
three, and Taylor Boeding 

converted a free throw to 
round out the Crusader 
scoring.

HTC hosts Central Lee 
on Tuesday before travel-
ing to Danville on Friday 
night. The Hounds travel 
to Danville on Tuesday 
before hosting Mt. Pleas-
ant on Friday.

In junior varsity action, 

HTC won 51-33. Scoring 
for the Hounds were Da-
lyn Wondra with 8 points, 
Nadia Boeding had seven, 
Brandy Walker had six, 
and Kailyn Guzman and 
Kylee Cashman each had 
four. Josie Pumphrey and 
Eleesha Estrada both had 
two points.

Holy Trinity’s Emily Box gets a block on FM-
HS’s Sarah Bernhart in early action Saturday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

 319-372-8966
Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm
www.quarrycreek.com facebook.com/quarrycreek

WINTER CLEAR-OUT
Sale begins January 22nd and ends February 4th!

NEW!!! Laredo Wash & Wear Boots!
Authentic western flair machine washable boots with side pull 

loops for easy entry, a square toe and a breathable textile lining, 
these boots are perfect for your next adventure!

30% OFF
All Regular Price Clothing!

20% OFF
Icebug Winter Boots

20% OFF
Carharrt Apparel

*In-stock only! 
Sale Excludes Clearance Items. 

See store for details!

*Boots are not included in sale.

Laredo 
Daydreamer 

Cowgirl 
Boot

Laredo 
Frolic

 Cowgirl 
Boot

http://truevalue.shoplocal.com/truevalue/weeklyad?forceview=y&Adref=trusite&StoreRef=OSMSUYA0-E24J-HPS8-U0LL-J2UC69C1FSDG&?languageid=1&pagenumber=1&mode=bbpsingle&storeid=2613324#!/promotion?forceview=y&Adref=trusite&StoreRef=OSMSUYA0-E24J-HPS8-U0LL-J2UC69C1FSDG&%3Flanguageid=1&pagenumber=1&mode=bbpsingle&storeid=2613324
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Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch
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It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

LMNOP

             1135 Ave. E • Wednesday - Saturday 5:00pm

Friday 
January 26th
7:00 - 10:00

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Hounds put up 92 in win over Crusaders

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It 
was a crosstown rival 
hoops contest served with 
a lot of hoops and some 
cake and ice cream.

The Fort Madison 
Bloodhounds won their 
eighth game of the last 
nine with a 92-67 win 
over Holy Trinity Catho-
lic on Saturday night on 
the Hounds’ annual Cake 
Auction night.

The Hounds’ senior 
Treavor James-Kokjohn 
provided a little icing 
of his own with a dunk 
toward the end of the 
third quarter. The bucket 
was nullified and James-
Kokjohn was assessed 
a technical when he 
hung on the rim just 

long enough for the ball, 
which bounced on the 
rim, to go up and back in 
the hoop.

    The Hounds had 
already put a 23-8 lead on 
the young Crusaders, as 
junior Logan Rashid was 
hitting from everywhere 
but the cafeteria enroute 
to a 22-point first half. 
Rashid connected on four 
3-pointers in the first 
quarter alone.

Despite the Hounds 
leading by as many as 21, 
HTC playing with no se-
niors and only one junior, 
kept putting up points 
and working the ball into 
sophomore post Matt 
Hellige, who finished with 
17 points on the night in 
the paint.

Sophomore Reed 
Fehseke also seemed to 
find another gear for the 

Crusaders as he put up 16 
points in the first half to 
lead HTC.

In the third period, the 
Bloodhounds flirted with 
a 35-point continuous 
clock, but Holy Trinity 
kept countering with 
buckets on the other end 
to keep the margin under 
the rule.

Fort Madison pushed 
the lead to as many as 31 
with less than a minute 
remaining in the third pe-
riod, but two free throws 
by Hellige got the margin 
back under 30. The two 
teams traded buckets 
throughout the fourth 
quarter as Fort Madison 
Head Coach Ryan Wilson 
emptied the bench with 
about five minutes left in 
the game.

“We had four guys 
in double figures. I was 
really happy with the way 
these boys played against 
a very-well coached, 
disciplined 10-4 Class 3A 

school,” said HTC coach 
John Hellige

“This is a crosstown 
rival and these kids all 
know each other and have 
played together. I’m just 
super proud of the way 
these kids played all the 
way to the end.”

Wilson said the rivalry 
wasn’t lost on his team 
either.

“The kids said in the 
lockerroom that they 
wanted to win this game 
and let the town see how 
good we can play,” he 
said.

Rashid’s first-half per-
formance wasn’t unex-
pected.

“He played well,” Wil-
son said. “It was his night 
to step up and he got 
some open looks.”

Feheske led the Cru-
saders with 21 points, 
followed by Hellige’s 17, 
Quentin Scheider had 13 

Hound senior Treavor-James Kokjohn finishes 
off a dunk in Saturday’s game with Holy Trinity. 
James-Kokjohn was called for a technical on 
the play for hanging on the rim and the basket 
was waived off.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See BOYS, page 7

Unbeaten Clark County, Mt. 
Pleasant loom this week

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


Pen City Current - Sunday, January 20, 2018 - 5

Classifieds

HOUSES
FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 Bed-
room, 1 Bath centrally lo-
cated at 1933 Avenue I in 
Ft. Madison. Refrigerator 
and stove provided. $550/
month. Please call (319) 
371-4040 for more details or 
appointment to view. Leave 
a message if no answer.

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

Wishing you a 
wonderful 

NEW YEAR 
filled with many 

TREASURED
MOMENTS! 

902 Avenue G 
Ft. Madison, Ia 
319-372-4040

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

Serving Southeast Iowa with over 150 Years of 
combined experience in residential, commercial 

and agriculture real estate! 

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/careertrain/truck.aspx
http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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are up against when the 
salaries of other commu-
nities’ city managers are 
stacked up against Fort 
Madison.

As part of the discus-
sion on the increase, 
several tables were intro-
duced that compared Fort 
Madison data on taxable 
property valuations, per 
capita property tax, and 
revenue per capita to 
10 other cities in Iowa 
between populations of 
10,000 and 15,000. That 
table included the cities 
of Altoona and North 
Liberty with city manager 
salaries at $159,585 for 
Altoona and $140,642 for 
North Liberty. However 
the populations accord-
ing to www.iowa-demo-
graphics.com listed North 
Liberty at 18,520 and 
Altoona at 17,938.

In contrast, the Iowa 
Demographics site had 

Carroll, another city listed 
as being in the 10,000 to 
15,000 range only had a 
population of 9,900, with 
a city manager’s salary of 
$116,050, a full $6,000 
per year over Varley’s new 
pay rate.

The most telling in-
formation came when 
comparing Keokuk to 
Fort Madison. Accord-
ing to the Iowa Demo-
graphic data, Keokuk 
and Fort Madison are 
only 166 residents apart 
in population with Fort 
Madison slightly larger. 
The data presented to the 
council, showed Keokuk 
with a taxable valuation 
of $300.2 million and 
Fort Madison at $282.3 
million, roughly 94% of 
Keokuk’s.

The same table showed 
Keokuk’s property tax 
per capita at $390 while 
Fort Madison’s is $381, 

98%. Expenditures by 
the city on its residents 
was roughly 26% high-
er in Fort Madison but 
Varley’s pay rate was 85% 
of Burnett’s, who did get 
bumped to his current 
rate in the second half of 
2017. Varley’s increase 
now puts his salary at 
92% of Burnett’s.

Another chart pre-
sented at the meeting 
showed Varley’s pay 14 
places below comparable 
positions of cities in Iowa 
with less than 10,000 in 
population.

Greenwald compared 
Varley to a plant manager 
with 96 employees. “What 
would that plant manager 
make?” And then figure 
in that Varley has to be an 
expert all things munic-
ipal.

But the largest con-
sideration has to be the 
future of Fort Madison. 

Varley has said he has 
about eight years left in 
his career work, but if and 
when he does go, is Fort 
Madison positioned to be 
competitive in attracting 
the successor we need.

It’s a rarity to find even 
a coffee group, or card 
party, let alone a board, 
commission, council or 
city that agrees on every 
decision. But it has to be 
at least observed that this 
city is making progress 
under Varley’s leadership, 

along with the depart-
ment heads at the city’s 
and the council’s direc-
tion. As a community, 
we may be divided on 
what we think are good 
and bad investments, but 
progress is being made 
nonetheless. Roads are 
being repaired, we’re 
setting ourselves up for 
growth with water and 
sewer, rebuilding our 
highways, building new 
parks, and bringing in 
new business.

Yeah, it was sticker 
shock to me, too. I just 
think, in very simple 
terms, if we want to 
attract top quality peo-
ple to lead our city, we, 
at the very least, need to 
be competitive in that 
market. We’re not there at 
$110,000, but we’re a bit 
closer.

Take a closer look folks, 
this city’s just startin’ 
to percolate - but that’s 
Beside the Point.

FM city manager pay still below 
smaller cities

VARLEY - Continued from Page 1

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 21 Jan

Light Rain
High – 52.5º F | Low – 51.3º F

MON 22 Jan

Snow
High– 53.7º F | Low – 31.9º F

TUE 23 Jan

Light Snow
High– 33.0º F | Low – 28.5º F

WED 24 Jan

Light Snow
High – 29.1º F | Low – 24.0º F

THU 25 Jan

Clear Skies
High– 49.2º F | Low – 48.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com


for HTC, and Brant Holtkamp had 11.  
Rounding out the scoring for the visitors 
was Jake Eaves with three and Blake 
Crabtree with two.

James-Kokjohn and Rashid each had 
23 for Fort Madison, Kaleb Cresswell 
had 16 on the night followed by Bran-
don Keester and Lorenzo Riles who 
each had eight, Parker Denning had 
seven points, AJ Nolting had three, and 
Romeo Maestro and Jayden Fedler each 
had two.

Last year through 14 games the 
Hounds were 9-5. Wilson said with this 
year’s 10-4 mark his squad may be play-
ing a little better.

“I really hope so. We’ve had a pretty 
good start, but we had a couple mistakes 
in the early going that cost us some 

games,” Wilson said. “But we’ve got a 
slough of tough games coming up this 
week.”

Tuesday starts the madness when 14-0 
Clark County, ranked in top 20 in the 
state of Missouri according to Max-
Preps, comes to town on Tuesday night. 
They bring with them 6’7” Chandler 
Bevans.

“Kaleb and Treavor have seen him in 
club ball and he’s a pretty tough player,” 
Wilson said.

The week doesn’t get any better when 
the Bloodhounds travel to 5th-ranked 
Mt. Pleasant on Friday, and then travel 
to Central Lee on Saturday. The Hounds 
are currently ranked 24th in Class 3A 
according to MaxPreps.com.

Pen City Current - Sunday, January 20, 2018 - 7
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Above, HTCs Matt 
Hellige drives against 
FMHS seniors Treav-
or James-Kokjohn 
and Lorenzo Riles 
(44). The Hounds 
downed the Crusad-
ers 92-67 Saturday 
at the Hound Dome. 
At left, HTC’s Matt 
Hellige and Blake 
Crabtree (11) get 
tied up with FMHS’s 
Treavor James-
Kokjohn in early 
action.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hounds crack top 25 in 
MaxPreps 3A rankings

BOYS - Continued from Page 4

 1/19 MID-DAY
6 1 0

1/19 EVENING
4 1 9

1/20 MID-DAY
7 4 3

1/20 EVENING
9 3 9

 1/19 MID-DAY
6 1 5 5

1/19 EVENING
5 6 8 0

1/20 MID-DAY
1 7 5 0

1/20 EVENING
8 3 0 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 1/20
26 28 47 49 58

Powerball: 3
Power Play: 4

1/19
3 17 23 49 66
Mega Ball: 23
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 1/20
15 23 40 43 45

Star Ball: 7
All Star Bonus: 5

https://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
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